
HIS TRADE POLICY

interchange of commodities, and uniform duties
against the world without; though perhaps without
some federal legislation it might have been im-
possible to carry it out."' Undoubtedly, under such
a system "the component parts of the empire
would have been united by bonds which cannot
be supplied under that on which we are now
entering," but he felt that, whatever were his own
views on the subject, it was then impossible to
disturb the policy fixed by the imperial government,
and that the only course open to them, if they
hoped "to keep the colonies," was to repeal the
navigation laws, and to allow them " to turn to the
best possible account their contiguity to the States,
that they night not have cause for dissatisfaction
when they contrasted their own condition with
that of their neighbours."

Some years, however, passed before the governor-
general saw his views fully carried out. The imperial
authorities, with that extraordinary indifference to
colonial conditions which too often distinguished
them in those times, hesitated until well into 1849
to follow his advice with respect to the navigation

1 Fifty years after these words were written, debates have taken
place in the House of Commons of the Canadian federation in favour of
an imperial Zollverein, which would give preferential treatment to
Canada's products in British markets. The Conservative party, when
led by Sir Charles Tupper, emphatically declared that "no measure of
preference, which falls short of the complete realization of such a policy,
should be considered final or satisfactory." England, however, still
clings to free trade.


