2 d

3

=
G %

~

10 LEGENDS, TRADITIONS AND LAWS

slaughter of human beings, as the most deserving his king’s or
his country’s laurels. How long since the pean died away in
praise of the Duke of Wellington? What have been the wars
in which all Europe, or of America, has been engaged, that
there has been no records of her history? For what are civi-
lized and christian nations drenching their fields with blood?

It is said the Indian was cruel to the captives, and inflicted
unspeakable torture upon his enemy taken in battle. But
from what we know of them, it is not to be inferred that Indi-
an Chiefs were ever guilty .of filling dungeons with innocent
victims, or-slaughtéring hundreds and thousands of their own
people, whose only sin was a quiet dissent from some religious
dogma. Towards their enemies they were often relentless,
and they had good reason to look upon the white man as their
enemy. They slew them in battle, plotted against them se-
cretly, and in a few instances comparatively, subjected individ-
uals to torture, burned them at the stake, and, perhaps, flayed
them alive. But who knows anything of the precepts and
practices of the Roman Catholic Christendom, and- quote these
things as proofs of unmitigated barbarity.

At the very time that the Indians were using the tomahawk
and scalping-knife to avenge their wrongs, peaceful citizens in
every country of Europe, where the Pope was the man of au-

thority, were incarcerated for no crime whatever, and such re-
finement of torture invented and practiced, as never entered .

in the heart of the fiercest Indian warrior that roamed the wil-
derness to inflict upon man or beast.

We know very little of the secrets of the inquisition, and
this little chills our blood with- horror. Yet these things were

done in the name of Christ, the Savior of the World, the -

Prince of Peace, and not savage, but civilized. Christian men
looked on, not coldly, but rejoicingly, while women and child-
ren writhed in flames and weltered in blood. . Were the atro-
cities committed in the vale of. Wyoming and Cherry Valley

unprecedented among the Waldensian fastnesses and. the -
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