OUR INTELLECTUAL

STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS

A SHORT REVIEW OF

LITERATURE, EDUCATION AND ART IN CANADA
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I cannot more appropriately commence this address than by
a reference to an oration delivered seven years ago in the great
hall of a famous university which stands beneath the stately
elms of Cambridge, in the old “ Bay State ” of Massachusetts : a
noble seat of learning in which Canadians take a deep interest,
not only because some of their sons have completed their educa-
tion within its walls, but because it represents that culture and
scholarship which know no national lines of separation, but
belong to the world’s great Federation of Learning. The orator’
was a man who, by his deep philosophy, his poetic genius, his
broad patriotism, his love for England, her great literature and
history, had won for himself a reputation not equalled in some
respects by any other citizen of the United States of these later
times. In the course of a brilliant oration in honour'* of the two
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of Harvard,
James Russell Lowell took occasion to warn his audience against
the tendency of a prosperous democracy “ towards an overweening
confidence in itself and its home-made meihods, an overestimate

* In all cases the references are to the Notes in the Appendix.
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