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Speaker Suits
The Majority

ST

Legislature Votes Down Reso-
lution Against His Connection
w.th P_riv Caucus.

Railway Biils Advanced In Com-
mittee—Good Progress in

General Business.

Wednesday, February 7.

Upon the opening-of the house with
prayers by Rev. Canon Beanlands, a
petition was presented by Mr. Joseph
Martin from the Vancouver Club, with
respect to the proposed amendment and
consolidation of the Vancouver city|
charter.

PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr. Green presented the eleventh re-

port from the private bills committee,| ¢

stating that the preamble had been duly
proved of the bill to incorporate the
Synod of New Westminster, but that‘the
rules had not been complied with in the
case of the petition for incorporation of
the Western Telegraph & Telephone Co.,
Ltd.

A debate arose as to the desirability
of suspending the rules for ‘the benefit
of the latter organization, which was
admitted to be in the public interest,
and the report was finally referred back
to the committee for reconsideration of
this particular section, recess being taken
by the house,

On the resumption of business, a
twelfth report was handed up by the
committee interested, recommending an
extension of time for the reception of
petitions, by which the Western Tele-
graph & Telephone Co. will be enabled
to complete their incorporation. This
report was received and adopted.

A MATTER OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Higgins, addressing himseif to a
matter of privilege, dizected attention to
a publication in the Times of Monday,
with respect to his missing of the
steamer at Vancouver on returning from
the inspection of the New Westminster
asylum for the insanme.. He denied that
he had been button-holed by any men—
if the paper had said ladies it would
have been a different matter—and took
full blame to himself for having been
foolish enough to miss the Charmer—

“ Which ~charmer?’ innocently in-
quired Hon, Mr. Henderson, while the
house smiled audibly.

It was the steamer Charmer the junior
member for HBsquimalt had r_eferred to,
and the burden of his complaint against
the Times appeared to be that he denie_d
having found fault with Capt. Rudlin
for not having gone back for him. In-
deed, had merely waved a farewell
to Mr."T4sdall and then retired behind
the shed to metaphorically kick himself.

Mr. Prentice endorsed the narration of
the inecident ds given in the Times, as a
faithful report so far as he could’ ob-
serve, and the incident thereupon
dropped. :

PLACER MINING AMENDMENTS,

Bills for the amendment of the Placer
Mining Act and amending acts were in-
troduced by Hon. Mr. Henderson and
Mr. Joseph: Martin—each receiving. its
first reading and being set for seecond
reading: at the next sitting of the:house.

Mr.; Kellie challenged a private mem-
ber's right to present such legislation,
and asked for a decision of the point by
Mr. Speaker. The latter ruled, how-
ever, that he could not promounce upon
the admissability of any measure until

he had. seen it—and so the first reading
was-.agreed to.

A -bill to amend the Inspection of
Metalliferous Mines Act was introduced
by Mr. Hume, and also received its in-
troduetory reading. ;

ALREADY ACGOMPLISF:ED,

Mr. Higgins applied for pem;isdon‘ to
have dropped from the orders his motion
for the printing of the corr ndence
with respect to the working of eight-
hour law. = He understood the docu-
ments in question had already been
printed. :

MR. SPEAKER'S POSITION.

Capt. John Irving moved, seconded by
Mr. Price Bllison, that “in the opinion
of this house it is a menace to parlia-
mentary institutions for the Speake}; of
the house to attend party caucuses.

The mover explained that his resolu-
tion had been prompted in a measure
by reports on the question of the
Speaker’s position that had lately been
current, and a feeling that the house
should definitely determine the course
that a Speaker should take on this ques-
tion.  Personally he thought that the
Speaker should not take an active part
with either side of the house, inasmuch
as he was sup] and expected to be
absolutely impartial in his dealings with
the house. He asked for a ruling by the
house upon the principle involved—
which was all that the resolution'con-
templated.

Hon, Mr. Semlin confessed that he had
been considerably interested in this reso-
lution when it appeared on the orders,
and somewhat in doubt as to what was
meant by the mover. He had wondered
how parliamentary institutions and
government could be in any way affect-
ed, one way or another, by the Speaker
attending or not attending the caucuses
of the party to which he might owe
allegiance. He regretted to. see that
the mover had in no way supported,
simplified or made good his position. A
for the party status of the Speaker, it
had always been the practice of this, as
other houses, to select for the Speaker’s
chair a strong and dominant member of
the dominant party, and he failed to see

- wherein the Speaker became any more
a partizan by attending the caucuses of
the party with which he might be in
sympathy. It certainly could have no
bearing or effect upon his position or his
impartiality as Speaker of the house.

Mr. Turner expressed very consider-
able . surprise at: the position taken by
the leader of the government on this
question, the motion being one which he
(Mr.. Turner) ~believed to express but
what should beithe view of all mem-
hers of: both politieal parties—that the
Speaker should occupy the most inde-
pendent position:: ‘He gquestioned if any
Speaker in ‘the history of popular gov-
ernment in British Columbia had ever
taken so prominent a party part as to
attend a-“caucams; and holding ‘that the
attendance -at . caucus could not but
stimulate a feeling of partiality in the
breast of the Speaker, pointed out that
the Speakers of the past in British Col-
umbia (regardless of party .1n-liggiance)
had refrained from attending any
caucuses or: other distinctly party func-
tions. Tt had not been assumed in this
_resolution_that any Speaker had violated
thig unwritten: but: well understood
it-was mesély to affirm and make more

Lk
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t he should not
g his own connection with

Gesaite, the priolie
do 80. Du

‘public life he well

peakers had distinctly declined to at-
tend the caucus or even government din-
ners or other entertainments limited
strictly to members of th:
had no doubt pursued this course ‘wi
regard to the importance of ‘disentangli
themselves as much as possible
the suspicion of party bias, and in order
to be—like Caesar’s wife—above suspi-
cion. He.could see no objection on the
part of either side to this resolution,
which went, no further than to assert an
abstract prineiple, although it had been
introduced possibly in consequence of
rumors that had recently been current.

Hon. Mr. Forster, who had resigned
the chair to Mr. Kellie, thought that a
resolution of this character could not
be introduced without serions reflection
upon the Speaker of the day. Indeed,
the mover had said that he introduced
it in consequence of certain rumors,
which he had not seen fit to speak of
more openly or directly. It was a slap
at the Speaker, and no one could de-
seribe it otherwise. He did not know
anything as to the course pursued by
other Speakers, but as for himself he
had not attendéd any caucus of the
party since the situation in the house
became acute. If it were deemed neces-
sary by the house to enact such a rule
as contemplated in the resolution, he
maintained that it should be incorporat-
in the proper manner in the rules of
house—not by a resolution which, no
matter how otherwise described, could
not be taken as anything else than a re-
flection upon the Speaker.

Mr. MecPhillips, after the remarks of
the member for Delta, desired to make
his position very clear in supporting the
resolution. He did not support it as
voicing -a reflection upon Mr. Speaker,
but as an abstract principle that the
Speaker should be as thoroughly dis-
associated from party politics as possible.
He held that the resolution was justifi-
able by the traditions and practice of
parliament—even the Imperial house—
and cited May, p. 82, in support of this
position.

Mr. Booth would have preferred not
have had this resolution brought for-
ward, but now that it had been laid be-
fore the house, he could not see where
either side could reasonably take excep-
tion to it. He noted that the member for
Delta had said that he had mnot attend-
ed the caucus since the situation had be-
come acute. It was therefore to be in-
ferred that he had done so at some earl-
jer period, and he thought this was
against the principle approved by this and
other parliamentary bodies. The Speak-
er should be absolutely impartial, and pe
should do nothing that would (even while
possibly mot disturbing his impartiality)
give any offence to the minority. As long
as he had been identified with parliament-

ary life in British Columbia no Speaker ki

had attended party caucuses.

Mr. Joseph Martin could see that the
member for Delta and the Premier were
not quite in accord . He could not see
that matters were more acute now than
at 'one time last session. Nor could he
agree with the Premier’s suggestions, but
held that all should agree with the re-
solution., The uniform practice of simi-
lar legislatures had been that as soon as
a member was elected Speaker, he prac-
tieally ceased to be an active member of
that party. For this reason, it was the
custom for the British Speaker to be re-
elected by acclamation, ‘becoming then a
lord. In the Dominion house the Speaker
would not dream of making a political
speech or attending a political meeting
or a party caucus. Mr. Martin said no
complaint could be easily made in the
house as the rules assumed the Speaker
to be impartial. An appeal to the house
was really a party vote. He had no hesi-
tation, however, in saying frequently this
session he had felt that the Speaker had
been partial and unfair. Other members
‘had felt it too, and it was openly stated,
in the public press. This was certainly
a menace. He had had the experience of
gitting on both sides of the house, (smiles{
and this session he did not feel as wel
treated by the Speaker as last session,
He thought it unfortunate that such a
state of things should exist, and approved
the resolution, being pleased to hear from
Mr. Turner that the practice of the past
in. British Columbia as elsewhere had
been for the Speaker not to attend the
caucuses. “

Mr. Macpherson inferred from the last
-speaker’s remarks that the motion was an
attempt to attack the present Speaker.
There were other things around the house
to which the member for Cassiar might
give his attention with profit, the exter-
nal. lobbying, for example, and from this
he inferred that the member for Cassiar
was not in earnest. He contended that
the case cited by Mr. McPhillips was not
a parallel. In England the re-election of
the Speaker was unopposed; here, how-
ever, it was the other way, and it was
only natural that the Speaker should be
forced to take side.

Mr. Pooley, from his experience of
eighteen years in the British Columbia
legislature, said the Speaker should be
“just as a judge.” Such a position was
that taken by Mr. Mara, and he (Mr.
Pooley) followed in that gentleman’s
footsteps, neither attending the party cau-
cuses nor concerning himself with party
politics; while his successor and colleague
(Mr. Higgins) had followed the same
course, as also Mr. Booth during his term
as Speaker. He quite agreed with Mr,
Macpherson that lobbyists should be kept
out, and he was glad that Mr. Speaker
had taken steps to prevent such ‘gentle-
men entering the house during the ses-
sion.

Mr. Deane thought it had been decided

by the opposition to furnish material for
the opposition press to continue its war-
fare against Mr. Speaker. He thoroughly
endorsed the principle involved, and yet
would vete against the resolution.
. Mr. Hall did not like the tone of the de-
bate and he would support the resolution
merely as in the abstract, and devoid of
all personal bias.

Hon. Dr. McKechnie couldn’t see how
.the last speaker could reconcile the ab-
stract with-the evident motive of the mo-
tion. He said he had not seen a fair-
er Speaker, and had often admired his
conduct at times when the discussion was
perhaps tempestuous. ‘

Mr. McBride thought the motion should
have been passed without discussion. The
Speaker had admitted having at one time
attended the party. caucus, and if honor-
able gentlemen had dny regard for prin-
ciple they could not decline to support
the resolution: if the Speaker could at-
attend when things were “acute.” He had
attend when things were ‘acute.” He had
no-complaint ‘against the Speaker’s action
in the house, but thought, however, that
Mr. Macpherson or the government
shonld have tried to remedy _the evil
which he had tried to throw on the shoul-
ders of the opposition members. .

Mr. J. M. Martin maintained that it
was a strange thing the opposition had not
introduced such a motion long ago. He
would not put himsellf out of the way
to impute motives to the mover or the op-
position. That was hardly possible when
one gazed at that array of bland_ inno-
cents.. The mover, kowever, should not
have spoken of the reports alleged to
be current, if he wished the house to be-
lieve the-statement that he was offering
An abstract resolution. It was evident:
to i.g‘i!?rﬂut- this motion was not based on
pri e; but against the Speaker, and’he
intended to oppose it.. ..v:iwia7 H1eEd

'the federal authorities

" Mr. Kellie expressed his admiration at

the unmitigated nerve of the honorable

gentlemen opposite_to say ., did ot
o oF'h Rosixer e e

Hon. Mr. Hume advised that the re-
solution should be withdrawn. He re-

E logist .same days ago
singvs member fo take
a fall out of the Spegkér and Be presnmed
this resolution was the result.

Colonel Baker would not have contrib-
uted to the debate but for the suggestion
of the Premier that no harm was to be
anticipated from a Speaker of the house
attending the party caucusés—a position
with which it was evident even Mr.
Speaker himself dissented. He (Colonel
Baker) regarded such attendance as most
unseemly, especially in view of the oath.
The present resolution was in no way
personal, and he was astonished that the
government should have so misinterpreted
it. A

Hon. Mr. Henderson said that he too
had not anticipated having to speak, but
the honorable member for South East
Kootenay  was so childlike and bland
that he could not overlook some of his
remarks. Col. Baker had said that
nothing - was imputed by the opposition
side of the house in moving and support-
ing this resolution. The Attorney-Gen-
eral did not exactly see what Col. Baker
nieant by this, for the mover eof the
resolution had :given as his: ground for
moving it *that certain rumors had
been in circulation,” while the honorable
member for Vancouver (Mr. Martin)
gave a distinct intimation .of the reason/
why he was -supporting- this_resolution.
Under these circumstances he could not
gsee how Col. Baker could say that there
was no attempt made to attach this reso-
lution to the conduct of ‘the present
Speaker, He thought it was clearly
shown that there was itention to cast a
reflection upon the Speaker. (Opposi-
tion ‘cries of “No.”)

The Attorney-General was glad to
hear the honorable member for Vancou-
ver say “No,” but, he said, whatever
might be the views of the majority, it
would go out to the vountry, if this reso-
lution passed, that the Speaker was cen-
sured.,  That would inevitably be the
result of the passage of such a resolu-
tion, and he intended to oppose the
motion because he thought it was un-
necessary.

Mr. Helmeken thought the debate had

‘gone beyond the limits of the resolution.

He would not think of questioning Mr.
Speaker’s fairness. He always hoped
to uphold the dignity of the house an_d
the Speaker. All the speakers had said
they had no objection to the spirit of this
resolution being = incorporated in the
rules of the house, and he did not see,
therefore, why the resolution sh_ould not
pass. He always had entertained the
greatest respect for the Speaker, and
always hoped to merit the same from

im.

The resolution was then put and de-
feated on a straight party vote of 19 to
17, Mr. Prentice voting with the govern-
ment.

CHILCAT PASS RAILWAY.

In moving the second reading of _the
Chileat Pass Railway bill, Mr. Kellie
explained that it was proposed to incor-
porate a company to build a line of rail-
way inland from Pyramid Harbor to a
point on the Dalton trail. a considerable
section of British Columbia territory—
known to be rich in copper—being there-
by opened up. The proposed road would
neither parallel nor otherwise interfere
with any other road. :

Mr. Joseph Martin regarded this as
one of several bills now pending, with
which the house would require to pro-
céed with due caution. He had no ob-
jection to the line in question, but in re-
spect to all lines seeking an outlet in the
ports of Lynn Canal, he held that the
government should proceed with: full“re-
gard :for the unsettled boundary:ques-
tion, and the expressed determimation of
not to charter
lines in this locality until this important
jssue had been definitely passed upon.
He had no objection to the railway pro-

to ' be = chartered—as was well
know, he was heartily in favor of rail-
way competition—but the situation in the
North at the present time was distinctly
peculiar, and the British Columbia auth-
orities should move with sufficient cau-
tlon as not to conflict with or defeat
Canadian policy. If it should turn out
that British Columbia should not event-
ually have a port on Lynn Canal, the
efforts of all Canadians (and all British
Columbians more especially) should be
directed toward the securing of a rail-
way from some port on the Canadian
coast into the northern country—either
Port Simpson or some other suitable
port undeniably within British territory.
He brought this matter forward in order
either that an expression might be had
from the government, or that the debate
might be adjourned to enable the gov-
ernment to consider the important issue
which it appeared to him might be in-
volved.

Mr. Helgesen did not agree with the
conclusions of the last speaker. )

Hon. Mr. Semlin, replying to Mr. Mar-
tin, declared that this was by no means
a new question. It had been under
consideration for years, and was pretty
thoroughly understood throughout the
province. 1In this connection the con-

‘clusion had been reached that until it

was known that there would be local
feeders of importance for a line from a
Canadian port into the Far North and
Northwest, such as a road from Port
Simpson, it was useless to look for such
a road ‘as an active competitor for busi-
ness with the road direct from Lynn
Canal. This road would necessarily in-
volve a much shorter haul, and conse-
quently would be favored by trade, be-
sides costing infinitely less in the first
instance.

Mr. Booth thought that the Premier
quite missed the point of Mr. Martin’s
argument, with which he agreed—
namely that care should be taken not té
conflict with the federal policy in regard
to railways in the North—in view of the
undecided boundary question. The Do-
minion government was trying to obtain
a port on Lynn Canal for Canada, and
while the United States virtually admit-
ted the right of Canada to such a port,
they said they would not give it—they
were in possession and proposed to re-
main so. They even admitted that
Skagway was properly in Canada, but
they would not relinguish thatecity. It
therefore became the duty of Canada
not to further promote the development
of the country held by the Americans
until this® important question had been
properly determined. By passing this
b#ll hurriedly it was possible that the
government of British Columbia might
be establishing another port on Lynn
Canal for the advantage of the Ameri-
cans and against the interests of Can“
ada. Much of the present difficulty]
would have been avoided but for - the
action of the Oanadian Senate in killing
the chances of" the Canadian road to
the Far North—if it had but been built,
there never would have been any White
Pass road nor any city of Skagway. =

Mr. Martin again explained his point.
It was not as the Premier had gathered;
he merely wished to know if the govern-
ment had cérefully considered whether
the chartering ‘of this road would not
conflict with thé federal scheme concern-
jng. railways “in the: North, -and ‘the
séttlement-of ‘the boundary 'dispute. "'
i” Mr; Maéphersofi held that the charter-

ing of this railway did not apply to the
general case at all, .inasmuch as the
road did not propese to go into the
Northwest Territories at the present or
any future date. It was purely a local
road to open up a limited district, all in
British Columbia, and develope its re-

sources,

Captain Irving held that the argument
of Mr. Booth was *“not worth considera-
tion,” as the Americans had already tak-
en possession of Pyramid Harbor. This
was merely a short line through a new
camp of copper ore, and the government
and the house should do their best to
put it through at once.

Mr. McPhillips argued at length that in
this as other cases the policy of the gov-
ernment was shown as being to entirely
disregard the federal aathority. It was
futile to expect from such a government
any consideration for national interests.
He endorsed Mr. Martin’s logic as strong
and cogent, and hoped to see the govern-
ment experience a change of heart in the
neéar fature.

Mr. Kellie denied that this road could
possibly be replaced by any all-Canadian
road; there was no other route possible
into the country to be opened up, and the
railway was not intended to be ultimately
extended anywhere else. - Port Simpson
was sixshundred miles away in another
direction, this road only proposing to ex-
tend a -matter of thirty-five or forty
miles.

Mr. Higgins wantéd an assurance that
the special provisions of the bill had been
accepted by the promoters of the road.

Mr. Eberts agreed with much that had
been ‘said by the introducer of the bill,
but took occasion to join issue with the
remarks of the Premier. While this road
‘did not touch the guestion of federal pol-
jey in cennection with northern railway
building, it was distinctly a railway
for the opening up of the northern part of
the province, and he regretted to see that
this was a subject which the Premier
apparently regarded as of no importance
whatever. In dealing with the relative
advantages of the proposed railways of
the north, it was npt to be overlooked
that while a Canadian line started much
further south, and the road from Lynn
canal would therefore be more direct,
the sea voyage was at the same time
shortened by the Canadian route, and
time saved thereby. The government, he
heard was utterly blind to the import-
ance of opening up the rich northern dis-
tricts of the province, and of diverting
the Yukon trade thus into British Co-
lumbia and Canada. He would vote for
the second reading, but he strongly dis-
agreed with this portion of the Premier’s
remarks.

The second reading carried, only Mr.
Booth voting “No.”

KOOTENAY ELECTRIC CO.

Colonel Baker, in moving the second
reading of the bill to incorporate the
Crow’s Nest Pass Hlectric Light & Pow-
er Company, explained that this was sole-
ly for the purpose of incorporating a com-
pany which would utilize available wa-
ter power, and provide a suitable plant to
light the town of Fernie by electricity,
and supply power in the adjacent neigh-
borhood. The names of the gentlemen
appearing as promoters was a guarantee
of the financial ability of the company to
carry through its proposals, while due
security had been made in the bill for the
preservation of the rights of the pro-
vine and of the public.

As ‘certain members had not yet had
opportunity of inspecting ‘the bill, the de-
bate was adjourned upon the motion of
Mr, Macpherson.

TAKU AND ATLIN ROAD.

The second reading of the bill to incor-
porate the Taku and Atlin Railway &
Navigation Company (Mf. Green) was
agreed to, after the father of this mea-
sure had explained to the house that the
road in question did not come within the
scope of the argument of Mr. Martin.
It was merely to provide for a very ne-
cessary portage. il Vo

Mr.McPhillips pointed eut that there
were in the bill certain sections which in
his opinion would lead to its disallowance.
He rteserved the right to move for their
elimination when the measure reached
the committee stage.

ROCK BAY & SALMON RAILWAY.

Mr. Tisdall in presenting the bill to in-
corporate the Rock Bay & Salmon Rail-
way for second reading, -explained that
this was not a speculatign road, but a
line proposed to be built by a well known
firm of lumbermen having headquarters
at Vancouver, in the carrying out of their
business. It would extend from Johnson
straits to Campbell lake, and would go
far toward developing and opening up
the resources of this portion of the coun-

try.

Mr. Wells believed that there would be
a necessity for reducing the bonding pow-
er of the company, and announced that
he would probably have an amendment to
propose in this connection when the bill
reached committee. He did not, how-
ever, intend to oppose the second reading.

Mr. McPhillips also intimated that he
would, at the committee stage, have a
motion to propose, for the elimination of
certain sections that to him appeared ob-
jectionable.

The second reading carried.

VANCOUVER & LULU ISLAND
RAILW

.

The bill to amend the Vancouver and
Lulu Island Railway Company’s act of
1897, by extending the time for complet-
tion of the road from three years to five
years, was presented for second reading
by Mr. Helmcken, and the reading car-
ried, the bill being set for committee at
the next sitting of the house.

On the house resuming shortly after
8:30 Mr. Macpherson presented a peti-
tion from the Vancouver Trades and La-
bor Council asking that the eight-hour
law be not interfered with.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENTS.

The house again went into committee
on the Companies bill (No. 20) with Mr.
Robertson in the chair.

Mr. McPhillips moved the following as
a new clause: “Notwithstanding any law
to the contrary, it shall be lawful for
companies incorporated under any sta-
tute of this province, whose principal and
main business is to acquire traets of
land, with the object of sub-dividing the
same into lots and.gelling ‘such lots when
80 subdivided as aforesaid, provided such
companies have paid all debts legally ow-
ing by them, or have made ample provis-
ion for the payment of the same, testi-
fied by a statutory declaration made by
the secretary of the company, such sta-
tutory . declaration to be filed with the
registrar of joint stock companies—to de-
clare and pay dividends out of the mon-
eys; being the net proceeds of the s‘gle
of their lands so subdivided as aforesaid,
and all such dividends and payments
shall be taken and considered as a re-
duction of the capital of such company.

“A resolution passed by the sharehold-
ers holding at least two-thirds in value
of the paid up capital stock of the com-
pany, at a meeting duly called for that
purpose, shall be necessary for ghe de-
claration and payment of such dividends;
and such resoiution shali only be passed
after the expiration of ten days from the
filing of the statutory declarations here--
inbefore required to be filed with the re-
gistrar of joint stock 'companies.

“A copy of every such resolution, un-
der the seal of the company, and,certi-

fied to.By the secretary of the company,|
shall beb?ﬁ,lgdj At the offie o the. resi{

trar of joint stock companies within ten
days after the passing of the resolution,
and ten days shall elapse after the fil-
ing thereof “before payment out of any
such dividends to' the 'shareholders shall
be made. 1

“After the filing of every such resolu-
tion with the registrar of joint stock com-
panies, the said registrar shall, by a pub-
lic notice published in four issues of the
British Columbia Gazette, declare to
what sum the c¢apital of any such com-
pany by such payment of dividends
stands reduced.”

In speaking to the resolution, Mr. Mec-
Phillips said while it was undesirable to
change the law more than was necessary,
it seemed to -him wise to anticipate the
future somewhat and provide safeguards
which may be needed here in Canada and
British Columbia, though the English
law on the subject has not such a provi-
sion as that now offered. Where compan-
ies were formed for and dealt exclusive-
ly in land, they are not now able to dis-
tribute as dividends the proceeds of the
sales ‘of the lands which are really the
assets of the company. The resolution, it
will be found, provides the method in
which this may be done while safeguard-
ing the interests of all concerned.

Hon. Mr. Cotton wanted to know what
cheap and easy way a creditor of the
company could oppose the reduction . of
capital . Mr. McPhillips said the person
could and should institute proceedings to
restrain the company from acting, pro-
vided the statements made by the com-
pany had not been truthful. If a com-
pany were seeking to delude the publie
they could as easily delude the court.
A false declaration would do this, but
even if the judge should interpose it
would be all the worse for the company,
as the hon. the President of the Council
thought it was putting too much respon-
sibility on the registrar by requiring him
to do a lot of clerical work to reduce the
capital, not by the amount of the divid-
ends paid, but by the value of the assets
left. Mr, McPhillips illusirated a case
in reply to this, showing it to be rea-
Sonable to allow the shareholders to have
their profits, and if they like wind up
their company.

The amendment was finally adopted,
and the committee reported the bill com-
plete with amendments.

SUPREME COURT ACT.

The house went into committee on the
Supreme Court bill, with Mr, Prentice
in the chair.

The Attorney-General said he had giv-
en some consideration to the suggestion
that there should be certain fixed sittings
of the Full court in the Kootenays, but
he thought it would be inadvisable to
make this a feature of the statute at pre-
sent, These sittings were fixed by or-
ders-in-council and, if fixed by statute,
he was sure it would not work out well
in practice. The chairman here called
everybody to order and Messrs. Pooley
and Joseph Martin in particular. The
latter said he had another bill to amend
the Supreme Court Act and if it passed
he would suggest that the two be consoli-
dated, the present bill remaining in com-
mittee till then. Mr. Pooley moved a
a new section, fixing the court vacation
for August and September. Mr. Joseph
Martin said those months would suit
those best who were inclined to spend
their holidays in shooting or fishing, but
in July and August there was less legal
business to be attended to.

. The President of the Council suggested
it would be in order to ask the judges
and lawyers which they would sooner do,
work or go fishing. (Laughter.)

Mr. J. M. Martin wanted four sittings
each year in the Kootenays.

Mr. McPhillips said the Law Society
had asked the government to make the
vacation during the warmest months of
the year from a business puvint of view.
He. would like the: matter iaid over till

the Bar Asgociation could be heard
from. iy

Mr. Eberts did not see. that it made much
difference, but it might be as well to allow
the matter to stand over. The Hon. the
Attorney-General sajd the judges had not
made any suggestions regarding the holi-
days, He was quite Jreeable that the
proposed section should receive’ consider-
atlon, This sectlon was lald over,

Mr. Joseph Martin proposed a new section
to fix four sittings of the court to try
civil actions at Rossland and at Nelson at
the time of the:assizes with additional sit-
tings at the latter place to be given notice
of at least six months previous by order-
in-council. Continuing, Mr. Martin said the
Attorney-General was In error; the courts
were not fixed by order-in-council, The
judges fixed that and in practice the sys-
tem had been found to be practicable,

The Attorney-General explained where he
was right, and then moved that the com-

?lttee rise and report progress, which was
one.

NEW WESTMINSTER RELIEF.

The house went into committee on the
New Westminster Relief bill, Mr. Maec-
pherson in the chair. The several clauses
were passed without debate, and the bill
was reported complete without amend-
ment. The report was adopted, and the
bill was then read a third time and passed.

THE REVENUE TAX.

In moving the second reading of the Rev-
enue Tax bill, Hon. Mr. Cotton said the ob-
ject was to make a change in the act as
far as it effects the four cities of Victoria,
Yancouver, New Westminster and Nanaimo,
and the provincial revenue fax. This was
in connection with the Public $chool bill
now on the order paper. By ft, it will be
seen that several other towns will soon be
placed in the same category regarding the
per capita tax, There had consequently
been considerable friction, chiefly in the
collection of the Chinese tax, and it had
been considered desirable for the govern-
ment to cancel the arrangement previously
made with the four cities named and grant
them, of course, compensation. The Hon.
Mr. Cotton then briefly explained the reas-
on for several clauses referring to the col-
lection of the tax from Chinese, many of
whom had been passed on one receipt, and
in sonie cases Chinese had uttered false re-
ceipts. These amendments had been sug-
gested after a conference with collectors. ,

Mr. Higgins held that this was not in or-
der, but Mr. Cotton said that point had
been considered. It was not a question
of new taxes, but it was only. transferring
from one to another department.

Mr., Eberts and Mr, McPhillips did not
agree with Hon, Mr. Cotton; they held
the point was well taken. Mr. Turner also
took this view, and referred to the fact
that the School bill referred to had been
brought down by messages from his’ honor
the Lieutenant-Governor for that reasoa.

Mr, Macpherson sald there was no new
appropriation,

Hon, Mr, Cotton said the government had
0o object id doing anything irregular, and
f a message from His Honor were neces-
sary it would be got. = The Attorney-Gen-
eral held the point was not well taken; the
incid of the impost was not changed:
merely an explanatory clause had been left
out.

The Speaker reserved his judgment on this
point, Several authorities were cited for
his guldance, and the debate was adjourn-
ed.

RAILWAY ASSESSMENTS.
In moving the second reading of ' the

Feel that way? Some philosopher has re-
narked that “all the good things of life
seem to be on the other side of a barbed
wige fence,” meaning that the price was
bigger than the pocketbook.

There is no barbed wire fence around our
store, Come In and judge for yourselves,

1.OCAL NEWS

Sudden Death.—Mrs, Winter, wife of
George Winter, the hack-driver of Ross
Bay, died very suddenly last night of
heart disease.

Dawson Mail.—* Twenty-two sacks of
mail from the outside reached Dawson
it about 1 o’clock Sunday morning. As
this mail left Bennett at 7 o’clock on the
evening of the Bth instant, it was only
eight days and six hours in traversing
the intervening distance.”—Yukon Sun.

‘The steamer Tees leaves to-night for
Wrangel, Skagway and Northern ports.
The following have taken passage on
her: F. Walston, J. Burns, J. Gilchrist,
A. McCrimmon, J. MeCrimmon, Mr.
1Schdsu-schmidt and family, and Mr. Ro-
and.

Wanis to Buy.—Evndence was yester-
day tfaken before Mr. Justice Drake .in
the petition of right of Richard Hall, M.
P.P., who claims the right to purchase
lot 873 group one, Kootenay distriet, con-
taining 428 acres. The land is part of
the Kaslo & Slocan railway grant, which
it is sought to set aside on the ground
that the company did not cumply: with the
terms of the act.

Endrosed the Amendment.—At their re-
gular meeting last evening the Victoria
Trades and Labor Council endorsed Hon.
Dr. McKechnie’s proposed amendment to
the Coal Mines Regulation Act. Mr.
George Bartley, one of the Vancouver la-
bor leaders, addressed the meeting, tell-
ing of the growth of unionism in the Ter-
minal City. There are 1800 union men

about to be: formed.

An Evening Wedding.—At the Reform-
ed Hpiscopal church yesterday evening,
Right Reverend Bishop Cridge united in
marriage Richard Nash to Mattie B.
Young.. Four little girls, the Misses
Young, Renouf and ‘Smith, acted as
bridesmaids, the groom being supported
by Louis Young. ‘After the ceremony
supper was partaken of at the residence
of Henry Young, Michigan street, the
newly wedded pair leaving later on the
Vancouver boat for Mainland and Sound
citiel;, where the honeymoon will be
spent,

s,

. What We Eat.—Sago has for genera-
tions been used as an article of
food, and very good it is, too, but,
strange to say, 75 per cent. of the con-
sumers on this Coast, and more especi-
ally in British €olumbia, will not use
the genuine sago (which is of a rich
brown color), but insist on getting what
is known to the trade as seed tapioca,
because it is nicer looking. Needless to
say, consumers who ‘do know the differ-
ence between the two would never
think of using seed tapioca when genuine
sago can be obtained.

——— e

WILSON-ERB.

An Early Morning Ceremony at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.

Two of Victoria’s most popular young
folks were yesterday united in the bonds
of matrimony at St. Andrew’s Presbyter-
ian  church. The - wedding _ceremony
which made fan and wife Biggarstaff
Wilson, son of Mr, William Wilson, and
Bertha Matilda, second daughter of the
late T. E. Erb, occurred at 7 a.m., the
early hour chosen being necessitated ow-.
ing to the determination of the bridal
couple to proceed by the steamer Victo-
rian to the Sound, en route to California.

But even at that early hour St. An-
drew’s church was well filled with a re-
presentative gathering of the host of
friends which the young couple possess in

tired in a plum-colored Venetian cloth
travelling dress, being attended by Miss
Shickluna. The bridegroom was support-
ed by his brother, Mr. Goulding Wilson,
and the ceremony was performed by
Rev. W. Leslie Clay. .

After the nuptial knot had been tied,
the party repaired to the residence of the
bride’s mother, Douglas street, where a
wedding breakfast was partaken of.

The large list of costly presents for-

warded by a host of friends as tokens of
estoem and good wishes eloguently in-
dicate how popular are the young couple
in the community. .
The wedding breakfast over and good-
byes said, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson boarded
the steamer Victorian en route to Cali-
fornia and Burope, some weeks - being
spent at the resorts in the former place.
A Jarge number of friends were at the
wharf to see the wedding party off.

—_———

STRATHCONA’S HORSE.

R. C. Laurie, the recruiting officer in
British Columbia for Strathcona’s Horse,
who was expected -to arrive in Viectoria
last evening, was in Golden yesterday,
and consequently will not be here until
Saturday. As ~stated in yesterday
morning’s Colonist, but 15 men will be
chosen in Victoria and the same number
in Vaneouver. -Those enlisting will re-
guire to leave almost immediately.

No further word has been received
from Ottawa by Premier Semlin in re-
gard to the special contingent offered by
British Columbia, and members of the
government are of the opinion that little
more will be heard of the matter, the
federal authorities apparently being of
the opinion that arrangements made for
Strathcona’s - Horse: will cover fully
(iJanadu's contribution” at ‘the present
time.

A public. meeting ‘will ‘be held in the
city hall, to-morrow evening in order to
afford the citizens an- opportunity to en-
dorse the resolution passed by the people
of Vancouvér favoring the plan of
ada sending 10,000 mounted infantry to
South Africa. The arrangements for
the meeting are in the hands of a com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. C. H.
Lugrin, Herbert Cuthbert, W. Ridgway-
Wilson and Mayor Hayward.

Railway ‘Assessment bill the Attorney-Gen- ;
eral said it was solely to correct a clerical
error in ch, 180 of the Revised Statutes

Thursday. ' ; g

T e Pt esacwrets s

. evenin
' THe' house " then' adjourned until. 2 p.m.;LSaanichton. .

A grand patriotic concert in aid of the
Mansion House fund will be held this
. at” fhe . Agricnltuyral. hall,
A gree train will leave the
Hillside gyenue-stationsat“8 p. m.s

there now, and several other unions are

the city. The bride was handsomely at-|

Can- |

Shredded Wheat Biscuits, 15¢. pkg.
Maizena Wafers, - - 25c. pkg.
ireland’s Buckwheat - 20c. pk:.
Loose Buckwheat -« - - B¢l
Filake Barley - - 4 ibsfor25c.
uakerOats . - 2 pkge. for 25¢c.
ancy Navel Oranges, - 25c. dox.
e
Mortgage Sale.

Under and by virtue of the pewer of
sale contained in a certain indenture
of mortgage, default having been made
in payment thereof, tenders will be
received addressed to the under-
signed, George E. Martin, Solicitor, Kaslo,
B.C,, to and ineluding the first day of
March, 1900, for ‘the purchase of the fol-
lowing lands, viz: an undivided one-half
interest in the whole of section nineteen
(19), range four (4), and the fractional
whole of section nineteen (19)) ‘and
twenty (20), both in range five (5), in
the Chemainus District, British Columbia,
containing one hundred and forty-nine
30-100 acres more or less.

The said gmdgj ?re ti:lult;xble sflor ta}r%l‘:\g
) and adjoin the townsite o (-
maaus. .

The highest or any tender shall not neces-
sarily be accepted.

Terms ot Sale

Ten (10) per cent. of the purchase money
to be paid within ten days of acceptance
of tender, and the balance within thirty
days of such acceptance.

For further particulars and conditions of
sale apply to

GEORGE E. MARTIN,
Vendor’s Soliciter,
Kaslo, B.C.
B.C. Year Book
! %
By R. E. GOSNELL

Cloth $1 50 per copy
Paper Cover.. |1 00 per copy

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.

This book contains v <omplete
aistorieal, political, mﬂsﬂm eal, ':zl-
cultural, mining and gemeral
mation of British: Colvmbla. Z'r0-

tusely lllustrated.

et

THECOWST P8P, 60, I,
3 | CTORM, B.C

A REMEDY FOR IRREGULARITIBS
| Bt Bl A 71 oot
2B BT
Martin, Pharmaceotical Ghemist, ¢
ithampton.

. " BORN.
AYNES-REED—February 1st, th

R, L. Baynes-Reed o!ry a gtn'un:e:u (i
BEIII’)E—%‘t Robert street, Victoria W

on
, 1900, th
Dunlop Reid, a son. e, Wife Sidaen

WATKINS—At Innisfail, N.W.T., on the

2nd inst., to the wife of C. W. Watkins,
a danzht’er.

MARRIED

MARVIN-ADAMS—On Feb! at
Christ Church Cathednlr.ubt; tﬁ:d' Rev.
Canon Beanlands, Mr. B, B, Marvin to
Mrs, M. T. Adams.

DAVIS—MENTIONTEN—On the 24th Janu-

ary, at St. Joseph’s church, Hsquimalt,

by the Rev. Father Nicolaye, Bombr. D,

Davis, of the Royal Garrison Artillery,

Work Point Barracks, to Mary Men-

tionten, of Newfoundiand.

NASH—YOUNG—On the 7th Inst,, at the
‘Reformed Episcopal church, by the

- Right Rev. Bishop Cridge, Richard

Nash to Mattie B. Young.

WILSON—BERB—On the 7th inst., at St.

Andrew’s Presbyterian church, ‘I‘y the
Rev, W. Leslie Clay, Biggerstaff Wilson,
son of Mr. Wm. ilson, Victoria, to
Bertha Matilda, second. daughter of the
late Mr. L. E. Erb and Mrs. Erb, of
. Victoria. B.C.

DIED.

PARMITER—At New Westminster, on the
4th inst., Thomas Parmiter, in the
eighty-fifth year of his age. :

WEEKLY WBATHER SYNOPSIS.

Victoria Meteorological Office,
31st Jan. to 6th Feb., 1800.

" The weather has been moderately fair and
mild. 'A .low barometri¢c pressure hovered
off the Vancouver Island coast from the
first of the month, which on the evening of
the 5th developed into a heavy westerly
gale with a wind velocity of over 50 miles
an hour; this passed rapidly to the south-
east and has been succeeded by an area of
high pressure from the north whicl seems
likely to fill up and cover the Canadidn
Northwest and produce another interval of
extreme cold weather. . . e .

The rainfall for the week records 20 inch
at Victoria and 1.04 inthes at New.West-
minster, Temperatures in this province at
meteorological stations have ranged, from
10 at Barkerville to 51 at” Victoria; in the
Northwest from 32 below zero at Minne-
dosa to 44 at Calgary; and In the Pacific
Coast states from 34 at Port Canby, to 64
at San Franeisco, (2 ’

There have been several sharp frosts at
night and snow has fallen at Barkerville
, and Kamloops.
| There were nearly twenty hourg of bright
! sunshine ‘at Victoria during the Wweek:

el e —

{ldren who go Sleighing. They retura
ro?e‘red with sngw. Half a teaspoonful of
Pain-Killer in hot water will prevent il
| effects. Avoid substitutes, there’s but one
Pain-Killer, Perry Davis’. ~25¢c. and 50c.

PaN—
.

L © A correspondent writes that a farmer’'s
wife thongh paralyzed in one arm is so de-
termined to help “pommy’” that she Is
‘tearing Wp paper for pillows, with -one
l‘hund and her feeth. o2 41




