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W, H. ELLIS, | A FAR-REACHING QUESTION.

s The anti-Mongolian agitators in this
province seem to think that the Govern-.
ment of the Dominion, if it comes to the
conclusion that the Chinese and Japan-
ese are not desirable immigrants, has
nothing to do but impose a head-tax
which will' effectually prevent . them
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LI HUNG CHANG.

Li Hung Chang, who is to pay Vie-
toria a visit before very long, is China’s
ablest and most enlightened statesman.
He has shown himself to be a reformer,
but the difficulties by which he is sur-
rounded are well nigh insuperable. The
Chinese are, perhaps, the most conser-
vative people under the sun. They
have the greatest reverence for what is
old, and the deepest mistrust for what is
new. They are, too, as & nation exceed-
ingly well satisfied with themselves.
They believe that they are the wisest
and the most learned people in the
world,.that what they do not know is
not worth knowing, and that their
methods—social and political —are the
best possible. In consequence of this
very high opinion of themselves and all
that belongs to them they have a very
low opinion of the men of other nations,
whom they regard either as barbarians

or devils.
A little reflection will show the reader

how- difficult it must be for a Chinese
reformer to prevail upon his country-
men to adopt the ideas and the inven-
tions of the despised barbarians. The
prejudices of the common people might
in time be overcome by a sagacious and
astute statesman like Li Hung Chang
were they not confirmed in their bigotry
and hatred of change by a body of men
high in authority to whom every scheme
for the improvement of the na-
tion  ‘must be  submitted for
approval.’ - This. body is called the
Censors. These. Censors, it seems, con-
sider any departure from the old ways
a8 wrong if not ruinous, and look upon
the arts and the conveniences of pro-
gress as devices of the Evil One. “ In
the first place,”” says a writer in the
Juiy number of the Century Review,
“no real progress can take place in
China so long as the Censors retain the
power to judge every proceeding of the
Government by the light of Confucian
ethics and to veto every reform
because it is opposed to the apothegms
of classical writers of the fossil age of
China’s existence. Wili Li Hung Chang
or his Imperial master have the daring
to abolish by a decree of the Vermilion
Pencil the Board of Censors, and put an
end for ever to their absurdly antiquated
but none the less fatal strictures on
every suggestion of practical reform? I
ask this question because, while the
measure is radical and drastic, it is well
within the compass of Imperial authori-
ty, and would not entail that serious in-
terference with the elaborate civil ser-
vice system of China that must follow
any sweeping attempt to provide her
with a new form of administration. Yet
it is absolutely necessary for the sue-
cess of any remedial measures in China
that on the threshold of their being un-
dertaken, a strong and, if possible, a
fatal blow should be dealt to that liter-
ary class which has been supreme in
China, and which has nsed its influence
and position to prevent progress and
to exclude all useful knowledge.
It can only be reached in the first place
through the Board of Censors, and no re-
forms will have any chance of success
nor can the good intentionsof the Chinese
Government itself be carried out, as long
as that conclave of impractical and
bigoted pedants is able to obstruct every
act of the administration and to pervert
where it does not prevent every bene-
ficial measure.”

From this it is to be inferred that the
Emperor of China is not such an abso-

ise to redeem it in gold coin of the
United States. This banker wanted to
deal according to a rule that did not
work both ways. The instability and
distrust which the free silver agitation
is causing are doing immense harm to
business in the States, and may at any
moment precipitate a paniec.

ENGLISH EDUCATION
IN THE TRANSVAAL.

The British settlers in the Transvaal
have at last been granted the right of
having their children taught in the
public schools in their own language.
It seems a privilege which ought to be
easily gained, but it has been a great
bone of contention, and the making of
this concession will help the Uitlanders
to hope for other things. We are more
than surprised to see ‘‘Qom Paul”
cre.dited with generogity for having ex-
tended this very small measure of justice
to the men who pay the taxes of the
Republic, and who are enriching it and
making it important in many ways,

THE SITUATION CHANGED.

The editor of the Toronto Globe is
beginning to feel that there is a good
deal of difference between being the
denouncer of a Conservative Govern-
ment and the defender of a Liberal
Administration. At a meeting which
was held lately in North York he said:
“Itis easy to profess virtue in oppo-
sition ; it is not so easy to practise virtue
in office. Itis easy to condemn waste
when the enemy is in possession of the
treasury; it is not so easy to practise
economy when the children of one’s
own political household are profited by
the expenditures. It is easy to cut
down the offices when we do not cash
the monthly checks; it is more difficult
when 6ur friends are on the pay roll.”

- BADLY SOLD.

We have not learned that the Patrons,
the P. P. A.’s and the McCarthyites pro-
pose to hold a convention to ascertain
what they have gained or lost during the
late election, but we think it would be
wise in them todoso. They might invite
Mr. Clarke Wallace and a number of the
most zealous anti-coercionists to take
sweet counsel with them. If those men
donot by this time see *hat they have
been playing into the hands of the men
they profess to hate, and adding to the
strength of a race which they declared
it was the object of their lives to weaken,
they must be as blind. as bats. Never
were men more badly sold than they
have been.

U
A WISE COURSE.

Burke Cockron, one of the most gifted
of the leaders of the Democratic party of
the United States, has declared his in-
tention to vote for McKinley, and he
advises all patriotic Democrats to do the
same. He says that the whole free
silver movement is a ‘¢ conspiracy
against wages.”” There is not the slight-
est doubt that if the currency of the
United States is to be debased the
orkingmen will be the first to feel the
ad effects of the vitiation. Trade will
be dull and employment hard to get.
The man who will be lucky enough to
get work will find that his wages - will
not rise so quickly or in the same pro-
portion as the price of everything which
he will have to buy.

THE SEVENTY-
MILLION MARKET.,

representative of either nation with dis-
courtesy. For the same reason it is
against the interest of Great Britain to
treat either the subjects of the Emperor
of China or the Emperor of Japan in a
manner which the Governments of the
two countries may have good reason to
look upon as unfriendly.

Ii the Government of China or the
Government of Japan enacted a law re-
quiring every British subject who went
to China or Japan for the purpose of re-
siding there or doing business there to
pay a tax of fifty or five hundred dollars,
would the Government of Great Britain
look upon this as friendly treatment,
and would it feel disposed to grant China
privileges and favors in matters of trade.
Would it not be natural for the British
Government to say to the Government
of China: ‘“You have discriminated
against the men of our nation in the
matter of immigration and you must
consequently not think it hard if we dis-
criminate against you in this and other
matters.”” It must not be forgotten that
nations have feelings as well as indivi-
duals, and that it is not their habit to re-
turn good for evil. If, then, it is to
Great . Britain’s interest to remain
on friendly terms with China and to
have the intercourse between the two
nations as mutually profitable as it can
be made, is it probable that Great Britain
would like to see the subjects of the
Emperor of China treated in any British
colony in a way which she may have
good reason to believe to be prejudicial
to her interests?

But it will be said that in this matter
Canada is independent of Great Britain
and can make what lawsshe pleases with
respect to the admission of Chinese immi-
grants. This is not so clear as some of
our friends think it 1. It must be re-
membered that Great Britain is held
responsible by foreign governments for
the treatment that their subjects receive
in the zolonies. If a Frenchman, or a
German, or a Russian is injuriously
treated in Canada the French, or the
German,or the Russian Government will
apply to the Government of Great Brit-
ain for explanation or reparation.
And so it is with the Chinese Govern-
ment. It will be the Government of
Great Britain and not the Government
of Canada that will be required to
account for any laws enacted by the
Dominion Parliament which the Chi-
nese Government may regard as in-
jurious or offensive. This being the case
are not Canadians, we ask, bound to
consider the interests of the Mother
Country in their treatment of foreigners?

* If such is the position of Canada,”
some of our dnti-Mongolian countrymen
may say, ‘‘ the sooner we cut our con-
nection with Great Britain the better.”
But a little reflection will show our
friends that becoming independent of
Great Britain will not, so far as the mat-
ter of Chinese immigration is concerned,
mend the matter in the least. Canada
independent will’ have to keep up
friendly relations with China and Japan,
or it may suffer loss and incon-
venience. A Canadian Govornment
would think twice before it offered
China or Japan what either of them
might consider an insult. We have a
notion that if Canada were independent
the Mongolian grievance would be
greater than- it is now instead of less.
Then there is a third alternative. We
might join the United States. In that
case Canada would be powerless. It
would have to submit to any policy

R which the United States Government

dustries. 8o far as this incidental ad-
satisfied to have the manufacturers en-
joy the benefit of it. But manufactur-
ers should be advised to rely less on
tariff aid and more on their intelligence
and enterprise, and on the skill and in-
dustry of their workmen. It would be the
duty of the present Government, while
guarding to a reasonable extent
the interests of manufacturers, to
frame the tariff in the interests
of ‘the masses. That, however,
did not fnean that the manufactar-
ing interests were to be sacrificed. Such
a tariff policy was not only in the inter-
est of the consumers, but in the interest
of legitimate manufacturing industries
as well. The best thing the government
could do for the permanent success of
mannfacturing interests was to endeavor
to frame a policy which would give a
better chance of prosperity to the masses
of the people engaged in developing the
natural resources of the Dominion. If
thig foundation of prosperity could be
laid there would arise upon it strong,
healtby and prosperous manufacturing
industries. These were the general ideas
to be kept in mind in revising theitariff.
But care must be taken that, while aim-
ing at_the carrying out of these views
no rash or ill-considered measure should
be adopted. We have to deal with pres-
ent conditions of business, and great
care must be taken to see that the de-
gired changes shall be brought about
with the least possible disturbance. The
interests involved were not those of
manufacturers only, large and import-
ant though these were. The affairs of
manufacturers and laborers and mer-
chants and bankers were interwoven
into a business fabric which required
very careful handling in order that there
might bp maintained that business con-
fidence which was so important an ele-
ment in the prosperity of the country.

9&!1}5 very careful and conservative ut-
terance contrasts strikingly with the
pre-election promises and professions of
Grit politicians. Their denunciations of
the National Policy were unqualified, and
the leader himself declared that
every vestige of protection was
to be eliminated from the tariff.
Yet we have the mnew Liberal
Finance Minister talking of ‘‘ incidental
protection ’’ and of revising the tariff in
the interest of manufacturers. It is
evident that Mr. Fielding does not con-
template any very wide departure from
the trade policy pursued by the Con-
servative party during the last eighteen
years. The tariff will, no doubt, be re-
vised by the present Government, but
we venture to predict that the changes
which will be made will not be so im-
portant, and will, not effect so consider-
able a reduction of taxation as the
change made by the Hon. Mr. Foster
when he took the duty off raw sugar,
It is clear enough that Mr, Fielding and
his colleagues have not the courage of
their opinions as expressed a thousand
times during the last ten years or so in
their speeches and their writings.

PROMISE AND PERFORMANCE.

In the matter of the Manitoba school
question the time for promisging has pas-
sed, and the time for performing has
come. Mr. Laurier during the election
campaign promised to restore to the

found fault with the Government’s re-
medial bill because it was not strong

mises, and denounced the Government’s

were elected. The time has now come
for them to fulfill their
ises. Mr. \La.urier asks for

vantage might go, the country would be |-

The examination of the whole building,
instituted by the Trustees, revealed a
state of things which neither they nor
ag far as we can learn anyone else even
suspected. The building is now being
thoroughly overbauled, and everything
is to be done that is required to
be done to make it perfectly secure,
so that when the school is opened again
no parent need have the slightest mis-
giving as to the safety of the children.

A SINGULAR STATE OF THINGS.

It has been not a little annoying to
those who know-the true inwardness of
the late general elections to find Mr.
Laurier and his organs prating about the
way in which * the people of Canada
have approved of the * policy ” 6f the
Liberal party. They know very well
that the present Government were not
put in their place by “the people of
Canada,”” and the great majority of those
who did vote for them did not do so
because they approved of the Liberal or
any other policy. The official returns
of the late election make it abundantly
clear that the Parliamentary majority
supporting the present Government do
not represent the majority of the people
of Canada who cast their ballots on the
23rd of Juue last.

Itisshown from the returnsreceived by
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery that
890,711 votes were cast at the late elec-
tion. The number of names on the vot-
ers’ lists is 1,853,735. 8o as many as
463,023 persons qualified to vote, for one
reason and another took no part in the
election. Of those who did vote 413,006
cast their ballots for the Conservative
candidates, 397,194 voted Liberal, and
80,611 for the Independent candidates.
These figures show that the Liberals,
who represent themselves as being the
people of Canada, are actually in a min-
ority of 15,812, And here is where the
absurdity of our electoral system be-
comes apparent. Although upwards of
fifteen’ thousand more votes in the ag-
gregate were polled for Conservative
members of Parliament than there were
for Liberal members, yet the Liberals
have 25 more members than the Conser-
vatives. The Conservatives polling
418,006 votes returned 88 members,
while the Liberals, who polled only
397,194 votes, returned 113 members, and
the 80,611 independent votes are repre-
sented in the House of Commons by
12 members. There were polled | for
Liberals and Independents combined
477,705 ‘votes, for the Conservatives
alone 413,008 votes, giving the Liberals
and Independents a majority of 65,698,
yet this insignificant majority of votes
is represented in Parliament by a ma-
jority of 37 members. More singular
still, although the Liberals as compared
with the Conservatives and Independ-
ents are, when the aggregate vote at the
polls is considered, in a minority of
96,428, they have in Parliament a major-
ity of thirteen over Conservatives and

minority of Manitoba their schools. He | Independentscombined. Thisis minor-

ity representation with a vengeance,
These figures, making  all allowances

enough, His supporters echoed his pro- | for elections by acclamation, prove that

it is poesible for a minority of electors to

measure on the same grounds. When | return a majority, and a large majority,
the mandement of the Bishops appeared | of members. This is hard enough for
the Laurier candidates said that it suited | those who belong to the majority to bear,
them to a T. They were ready to do all | but when they see the men elected by
that it required. On the strength of | this minority, in season and out of sea-
these promises and professions they | son, declaring that they legitimately re-
present the people of Canada, the situa-
prom- | tion to the majority becomes exceeding-

six |ly trying. The figures that we have

ure of protection to manufacturing in- | where it most needed strengthening, |the effect on the people there of the dis-

covery of gold in the territory in dispute
between France and Brazil. He says:

One Demba was the discoverer of the
existence of gold there. He went with-
out exciting suspicion; but when his
provisions ran out he sent to Cayenne
for more, and incautiously wrote to his
correspondent that he had secured 200
kilos of gold, and would not return until
he had got 100 kilos more. The news
soon spread through the town, which
has about 11,000 inhabitansts, of whom
7,000 were soon on their way to Carse-
vene. The only people who did not go
were those tied to the town by their
position, those who were too old to bear
the hardships, and the women and chil-
dren. ‘‘ Every one who could run aban-
doned everything; commercial enter-

rises were left at a standstili; clerks
eft their offices; even government offi-
cials and the editor of the only pri-
vately-published newspaper flocked to
the land of gold.”” The news was carried
by the monthly steamer to the West In-
dies, and the gold seekers soon flocked
in from there. Carsevene had neo ad-
ministration or authority, and accord-
ingly the law of the strongest prevailed.
The mortality was abnormal, and as the
fields were twelve miles from the land-
ing place, it was very difficult to get
transport for the sick. Each miner had
just a8 much Iand as he could hold by

rute force.

POLITICS VS. BUSINESS.

Business transactions are a good test
of the sincerity of an apparent fanatic in
either politics or religion. We have
heard of a preacher who went about the
country declaring that the end of the
world was at hand, naming a year and a
month in which there would be an end
of all things here below. Yet this same
gentleman when bargaining for afpiece of
land declived to take it. because its
owner refused to give him a lease for a
long term of years. In the same way
ex-Governor Pennoyer, who is a loud
and uncompromising advocate of free
silver, has, in all his contracts, a pro-
vision requiring hisdebtor to pay in gold
coin of the United States. When taxed
with this inconsistency Pennoyer 8ays
that it is all a mistake, that the instru-
ments were on a printed form, and that
the provision to pay in gold had escaped
his notice.- It is said that Altgeld, an-
other red-hot free silverite, follows the
same practice, and makes exactly the
same explanation for the existence of a
gold clause in his leases, Both Pennoyer

and Altgeld are keen business men as
well as active Populist politicians, but
they are too shrewd to allow their poli-
tics to get mixed up with their business
transactions.

WasaiNGgTON Crry, Aug. 13.—George
H. Miller, builder of the capital dome,
is dead. He left behind one of the most
conspicuous monuments on this con-
tinent and a sample of architectural
skill famous the world over. He
entered the office of the architect
of the capital in 1872, and continued
there until his death. He was a na-
tive of Baltimore. As first assistant to
the architect of the capitol, Miller had
charge of much important and responsi-
ble work.
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lute monarch as be is represented to be,| The market of seventy-millions does might consider it expedient to establish, | month’s grace.
for it seems that it is in the power of the ; not seem to be of any very great advan-

Board of Censors to thwart even his will. ' tage to the Western American farmer.
But it might be supposed that the dis- Potatoes at eight cents a bushel (sixty
graceful defeat that China suffered at pounds), oats at seven cents and barley
the hands of little Japan would have at eleve
shaken the conviction of even the Cen- ,make t

The object of thig quoted from the official returns prove
The United States is quite as anxious to eﬁdently isto give him 'a valid excrse beyond the shadow of a doubt that Mr.,

be on friendly terms with China and |for not bringing down a remedial bill Laurier and his Liberal following do not
Japan as i8 Great Britain, or as Canada | whieh is not *¢ a half-hearted measure represent, taking the voters’ lists as a
would be if she were independent. If at the first session of the new Pariia- standard, even one-third of the people
n cents are not calculated to those countries insisted upon, being{ment. The promise to effect a settle- | of Canada. The number of the voters
he farmer rich in a hurry. The treated by the United States as the Un-|ment in six months has done its work, | of the Dominion according to those lists
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MOST PERFECT MADE.

A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant,

40 YEARS THE STANDARD.
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