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London, Tuesday, May 14.

LORD ABERDEEN, THE BLUNDER-
ING OF THE OTTAWA MINISTERS
AND THE MANITOBA SCHOOLS
PROSPECTIVE SETTLEMENT.

We have already informed our read-
ers of our view of the Manitoba school
guestion, but it may refresh their mem-
ories to state that the provisions of
the Manitoba Act in reference to schools
has been treated by the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council as a com-
pact which, if violated, it is the consti-
tutional duty of the Dominion Govern-
ment to inquire into, and of the Par-
liament of Canada, in the event of the
Local Legislature failing in its duty,
to redress.

Undoubtedly the Government of Sir
Mackenzie Bowell has blundered in
dealing with the subject. No body of
men could well have exhibited greater
ignorance of what the constituton re-
quires when they invited the parties
affected to argue the subject before
them. There was nothing calling for
discussion. It was the simple busi-
ness of Sir Mackenzie Bowell and
his Cabinet to inquire whether any right
or privilege has been invaded by local
legislation, and that question has al-
ready been pronounced upon, and upon
the result was based the judgment of
the judicial committee of the British
Privy Council,

There was involved in the dispute a
doubtful question of law, which stood
in the way of immediate action, and
when that was disposed of by 'the high-
est tribunal in the realm, the Govern-
ment of Canada had the whole case be-
fore it ready to be dealt with. When
the Dominion Government referred
the question to the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Privy Council, it admitted
that the legal rights of the Province
and of the Roman Catholic population
of the Province were matters of doubt.
When the Government at Ottawa re-
ceived the judgment of the Privy Coun-
cil that doubt was solved.
to have forgotten, however, that what
could not be decided off-hand by it
could no more be decided off-hand by
the Legislature and Government of
Manitoba.

Nothing could be more certain than
that when the decision of the Privy
Council Ottawa,
it ought to have commun-
icated to the of
Manitoba, and it should have been as-

It seems

was received at
been

Government

sumed by the Ottawa Government that
the Legislature would not for a moment
hesitate to make its conduct conform
to the law. This, however, the advisers
of the Governcr-General did not do.
They assumed to sit as a court, which
they vere not, and to pass a remedial
order-in-council peremptorily directing
the Government and Legislature of
Manitoba what to do. When they pass-
ed that remedial order, Sir Mackenzie
Bowell and his associates exhausted
whatever authority the law gave them,
and nothing further remained to them
but to communicate it to Parliament in
case the Legislature failed to obey it.
Now, however, the Ottawa Government
undertakes to
what redress be given,
but in which
the redress must be given, which
the
to do, unless the Provincial authorities
decline all action in the matter. The
attempt has been made, in a most dic-
tatorial spirit, to bully the Province of
Manitoba. And now the men in power
at Ottawa seem to have discovered that
they have made a grave mistake. They
are moving heaven and earth to dis-

decide
shall
the precise manner

not only

law does not authorize them

cover a means of escape from their fool-
{sh stand. It is no longer a matter of
doubt that were Manitoba to refuse to
act, the Dominion Government, instead

of assuming the responsibility of giv- |

ing effect to their order-in-council by
the necessary legislation, were deter-
mined to put it into the hands of some
member upon the back benches.

Those who put their trust in Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell and his Cabinet, expect-
ing that they would cairy out their

idea of the law, as laid down in their
order-in-council, will find that if Mani-
toba does nothing, they have put their
trust in ‘men who, however anxious
they may be to obtain support from the
aggrieved parties, are not willing to
take any risk in discharging that which
by their conduct they have admitted
to be a constitutional duty.

We have already expressed our cpin-

jon that the Legislature and Govern- |

ment of Manitoba should observe the
compact. The Legislature was within
its righit when it passed the law for im-
proving the
Manitoba,
keeping
ments

system of education in
with the object of
it up to the Tequire-
of the The
stitution confers upon the Legislature
large discretionary pOWer.

age. con-
It recog-
nizes separate schools as part of the
public system, and gives to the local
govirnment and legislature the same
power to raise the standard of attain-
ment, to alter the mode of support, to
secure more efficient inspection, and in
every reasonable manner to keep sep-
arate schools for the public purposes in
line with the public schools.
the one restriction upon legislative au-
thority—that in carrying out these ob-
jects, and keeping separate schools up
to the requirements of the times, they
shall not impair the right to give in

There is

them that religious instruction which
they are designed to afford to the par-
ents of children who support them.

That the people of Manitoba will ac-
quiesce in complying with the judg-
ment of the British Privy Council we
have no reason to doubt. Public faith
should be kept, and there are at the
present time so many abuses that re-
quire correction, so0 many mistakes to
obviate, that no greater \misfortune
could befall this country at the present
time than to have the question of sep-
arate schools or no separate schools
imported as an issue into the coming
Dominion contest,

The rumor has gone abroad, as our
representative at Ottawa has already
that
eral is anxious that the question should
be disposed of, and that he will at an
early date himself confer with the Mani-
toba Ministers upon the subject. His
in an informal way
greatly facilitate the settlement which
his Ministers, by their blundering order,

telegraphed, the Governor-Gen-

Excellency may

have come so near to making an im-
possibility.

EDITORIAL POINTS.

The London Spectator makes the
point that Russia, single-handed, could
not make war upon Japan, neither her
army nor her navy being adequate for
such a task. Her mnaval armament
would be especially helpless. The Spec-
tator says: ‘“As to help from France
or Germany in such a struggle, both
powers would have to explain them-
selves to their people, and to form de-
pots, of coal at least, which they have
not got now. Japan and England have
all the coal.” In other words, the chief
sinew of modern naval © warfare has
come to be fuel. The real base of opera-~
tions is the coal bed; and Russia, know-
ing the limitations of her base, dare not
venture far from it.

M. CGustave Lagneau has published
an important book, in which he objects
to modern school education. He believes
that while special and superior apti-
tudes for culture should be cultivated,
there is a danger in giving mediocrity
—the majority of men and women—a
high and elaborate education at the
expense of their health, and without
profit to them, while it renders them
unfit for the lower kind of work for
which nature evidently intended them.

Is it because so many of Mr. Foster’s
supporters know that their record in
Parliament foredooms them to defeat
that intelligent debate has given place
to personalities on the Government side
of the House of Commons?

An agitation has been started in Que-
bec to reduce the present marriage
license fee of $8 to %2, the same rate as
prevails in this Province. Ontario leads.

MIDDLESEX.

The following from Ailsa Craig re-
fers to a brother of Mrs. Bert Sheere,
of London: “Mr. Fletcher Kelly died
here on Sunday moruing, and was in-
terred at the Presbyvterian Cemetery
at Carlisle on Tuesday afternoon. A
short service was held at his late resi-
dence, in which Revs. D. L. Dewar and
E. Crompton took part, after which
Court Sauble, No. 196, T. O. F.,, of Ailsa
Craig, to which the deceased belohged,
assisted by brother Foresters from
Court Denfield, No. 194, of Carlisle, and

from Clandeboye, Parkhill and Thed- | P
| mologists

| likely to spread north of

ford. took charge of the funeral. Mar-
shaled by Messrs. John Morgan and
Edward Chapman, they marched at the
head of the procession in solemn and
beautiful mien to the cemetery, where
they formed a circle around the grave
of their departed brother, and when
the pall-bearers had lowered the corpse
therein the excellent and impressive
funeral service of the order was read
by Rev. W. Ayers, Dr. John Gunn and
Mr. Hugh McDonald, and at the close
the cordon of Foresters performed in a
graceful and touching manner the rite
of concordia, and as they filed away
each one deposifed in the grave a sprig
of evergreen. The Forestric obsequies

at the grave were very affecting and'

highly appreciated by those who do not
belong to the order. Mr. and Mrs. Kelly
and family have the sympathy of the
community in their sad bereavement.”
Locomotive engineers and others re-
quiring the finest posible time in a
watch will find that C. H. Ward, jew-
eler, keeps the best. The most compli-
cated watches repaired satisfactorily.
374 Richmond street, opposite Masonic
Temple. ywt

House and Lobby

Another Scene in the Commons—Dr. Macdonald, of

N

Huron, a Match for Mr. Haggart—Rejoicing at the
Collapse of a Curran Bridge Prosecution—The

C. P. R.and the Hudson Bay Contract—What
Lord Aberdeen’s School Conference Means.

(Specially telegraphed by our own Representative.)

Ottawa, May 13.—1 have Very good |
authority for stating that the forthcom- i
ing conference on the Manitoba school l"
question between Lord Aberdeen, Pre-
mier Greenway, Attorney-General Sif-
ton and Archbishop Langevin, of St
Boniface, will take place at Rideau
Hall. It need surprise no one if it is
agreed to make still further inquiry in-
10 the whole matter, thus delaying the
settlement till after the next Dominion
general election. A confidential friend
of Sir Mackenzie Bowell informed me
today that the remedial order was is-
sued to influence the bye-elections in
favor of the Dominion Government, and
that if the question is not settled out-
side the House, it will be handed over
to a private member.

The most important matter before
the Commons this afternoon was the
introduction of a bill by the Hon. Mr.
Davies to amend the Dominion Election
Act. 'This bill is the outcome of the
Quebec West election case. In that
contest Mr. Dobell was declared elected
by the judge, but on a recount 14 bal-
lots declared by the deputy-returning
officers to be bad were counted, and Mr.
McGreevy got the seat. The new bal-
lots, tried in Quebec West for the first
time, has on it a white disc, within
which the voter is required to put his
X. In the Quebec disputed ballots they
did not do so, but put the X on the
white space immediately below Mec-
Greevy’s name. Mr. Davies’ bill pro-
vides that no ballot shall be valid un-
less the X is placed within the disc, as

is the intention of the law.
* % %X &

The gigantic Curran bridge frauds
formed the subject of an inquiry by Mr.
McCarthy today. He was informed by
Solicitor-General Curran that a prose-

cution had been begun against Em-
manuel St. Louis, in connection with
these frauds, before Mr. Denoyers, a
Montreal magistrate, for having ob-
tained $144,874 by false pretences, with
intent to defraud, and for having un-
lawfully destroyed his papers, to the
great loss of the Queen. The charge
was laid in October, 1894, and the pro-
ceedings have been dragging along
ever since. Mr. Curran hinted that a
decision on the preliminary objections
to have Mr. St. Louis committed for
trial would be given on the 13th inst.
Many members laughed. They seem to
regard prosecution as a huge joke, and
after the Langevin-McGreey-Caron ex-
periences it is rash to speculate to the |
contrary.

* %33

Another fraud formed subject for in- \
quiry by Hon. Mr. Davies. He was told
by Mr. Curran that T. J. Watters, latei
assistant commissioner of customs, had l
between August, 1893, and September, !
1894, converted various sums of money |
to his own use that were paid by the G. |
T. R. Company and other parties on be-
half of the Government. Mr. Watters
was sent to jail for one year, the Min-_
ister of Justice agreeing that that was |
a severe enough sentence. {
.k % &

An old scandal was revived by Mr.
Laurier, who asked if the claim of J.|
F. Charlebois for balance of account |
for constructing the very expensive
Langevin block at Ottawa has been set-
tled.

“No” was the laconic reply by Mr.
Quimet.

® %® = R

Mr. Legris was informed that the raw
and refined sugar imported during 1893
and 1894 was as follows: Raw sugar,
1892-3, 245,781,700 pounds; 1893-4, 303,706,-
812 pounds; refined sugar 1892-3, 1,610,-
147 pounds; 1893-4, 3,356,536 pounds.

® k%%

Mr. MeCarthy asked whether the
Minister of Public Works is correctly re-
ported in the Montreal Herald of the
8th inst. in the speech which he made
on the occasion of the visit of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Quebec to the Monu-
ment National, as having said: ‘It was
here that they (the French-Canadians)
had once been conguered,but could boast
that they had reconquered their country
since the Queen was represented in the
Province by a French-Canadian. As to
himself, he could say that he had shown
lately in the Federal Cabinet that the
French-Canadians were not only re-
spected, but that they could even com-
mand.”

Mr. Ouimet replied in French: “Speak-
ing of the position of the Canadians
of French origin and French language
in this country, and of the presence of
one of our countrymen as the Governor
of the Province of Quebec, I must have
said that we have reason, after all, to
congratulate ourselves that we were
still at home, and that we had recon-
quered our country; that we had reason
to be proud to notice that our nation-
ality could command the respect of oth-
er nationalities at Quebec, and at Ot~
tawa as well.”

LR

In reply to Mr. Allan (Essex) Mr. Fos-
ter said that Harry Smith, Chatham, is |
not, and was not during last year, in |
the employ of the Government.

Mr. Lister was informed that the
postoffice expenditure for nine months
ended 30th March last was $2,717,775, €X-
clusive of country postmasters’ remun-
eration.

*® % % =

Dr. Borden was informed by the Sec-
retary of State that the Government is
aware of the existence, in the State of
New York and elsewhere in the United
States, of a dangerous pest known as
the “San Jose scale,” which infests the
apple and other fruit trees. But the
information from United States ento-
is that the disease is not!
the TUnited |
States border. The Government has
taken precautions to prevent it.

* x % %

|
Mr. Laurier was informed that thei
average price of pig iron imported at |
Toronto during February and March‘
was $10 75. No pig iron from Alabama I
came in.
” ® ® % ‘
Mr. Cockburn asked, in view of the
fact that at an expense of $20,000,000, an ‘
open channel 150 feet wide at the bottom !
and at least 18 feet deep is being con-|
structed at Chicago, which when open |
will discharge over 10,000 cubic feet of |
water per second (being about 5 per |
cent of the amount now flowing through |
the Niagara River), and which will ma- |
terially affect the level of our lakes and |
the depth of water in our canals and |
harbors: in view also of the fact that |
the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce |
has just petitioned the Secretary of
War to investigate the matter at once
and cities along the lower lakes are be-
ing aroused to a sense of the danger
threatening their interest—is it the in-
tention of the Government to take im-

| ment
! which the country was robbed of be-

| out of public life.

. only.

| sidies asked and

mediate steps to protect the interests
of the Dominion?

Mr. Haggart — I have directed inves-
tigation to be made, and await a reply.
* % % %

In reply to Mr. Davies, Mr. Ives said
the subsidy contract for steamship ser-
vice petween St. John and West India
ports had been materially changed, and
that no new tenders had been asked
for.

Thig caused Hon. David Mills to re-
mark: “Parliament no longer counts.”

Mr, Haggart deftly parried a question
asked by Mr. McCarthy with regard to
the Government’s last order-in-council
given to the Hudson Bay Company.
The Minister said the Government had
created no contractural relationship,
and was not aware that the company
is in ostentatious reliance on the order-
in council. 5

- * &

Mr. Laurier . .- informed that from
April 4, 1894, tu April 4, 1895, the follow-
ing firms had .eccelved Government
bounties in the amounts named:

Tons. Bounty.
Canada Iron Furnace

Company, Three Rivers,

QUEB. e oo sstsenassesess 057 $15,114
J. McDougall & Co., Drum-

mondville, Que.. «....... 1
Londonderry Iron Com-

pany, Nova Scotia
New Glasgow Iron Com-

pany, Nova Scotia
Pictou Charcoal Iron Com-
pany, Nova Scotia ...... 1,720

2,890
21,140
50,463

3,440

Total8:s eoee ecoveaases.-.46,023

* % £ 9

There was great rejoicing in Govern-
ment circles today when a telegram
was received from Montreal that Mr.
St. Louis, the contractor of the Curran
bridge in the building of which so much
boodling was discovered, had been dis-
charged by the magistrate before whom
the preliminary investigation has been
pending for over six months. I learn
that grave fears were expressed in Bow-
ell-Guimet circles that if the contractor
—who is a relation and favorite of Mr.
Ouimet—had been prosecuted with vig-
or, he would have made a full state-
regarding the huge frauds by

93,047

tween $140,000 and $200,000, and that per-
sons in high positions in Conservative
circles would have been implicated.
Now that St. Louis has been acquitted,
more than one leading politician at Ot-
tawa breathes with greater freedom
than has been possible since the im-
mense boodling agency was first re-
vealed. But the end is not yet.
* % % %

Hon. George W. Ross arrived tonight
to attend the meeting of the Royal Se-
ciety. He will also inspect the Normal
School. Mr. Ross had a warm welcome
from old-time political acquaintances.
Mr. Ross had a seat on the floor of the
House tonight,

W % ¥ X
Attorney-General Longley, of Nova

Scotia, was a visitor in the press gal-
lery today. ‘“The Liberal prospects in

{ Nova Scotia for the ensuing Dominion

election are excellent,” said he. he
strength of the Conservatives used to lie
in their leaders, Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir
Charles Tupper and Sir John Thomp-
son.
has not been replaced; the others are
The election in Anti-
gonish gave an effective blow to Sir
H. Tupper, whea coupled with his resig-
nation fiasco. The Liberal contingent
will be much stronger in the new Par-
liament.”
® & %k &

Mr. Masson resumed the debate on the
budget. He asserted that even if the
Liberals were able to make Canada a
cheap country to live in, farmers would
be injured if the “protective” tarift
were replaced by a tariff for revenue
He charged Mr. Martin, Winni-
peg, with ignorance in his criticisms of
the Minister of Finance.

* % %k ¥

Dr. MacDonald (Huron) pointed out
that the price of farm products are
fixed in the outside markets, whereas
a tax on the imported necessity has al-
ways to be paid by him. What reduced
the price of coal oil, binder twine, sait
and sugar, but a reduction in the tax?
The same will happen in regard teo other
articles. You can't cheapen goods by
taxing. Dr. MacDonald showed that
the increased cattle and hog exports
was caused by low prices paid for Can-
adian wheat, barley and oats, which
caused farmers to feed grain instead of
exporting it. He next charged Mr. Hag-
gart with falsely asserting at a west-
ern meeting that Mr. Laurier had told
him he would increase Provincial sub-
sidies by $2,000,000 a year when he got
into power.

Mr. Haggart—Did you hear me say
that?

Dr. MacDonald—I did hear you.

Mr. Haggart—I did not say it.

Dr. MacDonald—You did say it, and
you are 8O reported in your paper, the
Empire, and I heard you. (Liberal
cheers.)

Mr. Haggart—I never spoke to Mr.
Laurier on the subject; he never an-
swered me, and I never asserted he did.

Dr. MacDonald—The honorable gen-
tleman made the statement, and he
should have the manliness to stand by
it, or take it back. An equally false
statement was made On that tour by
Dr. Montague, when he asserted that
in 1887 Hon. Edward Blake issued a
circular to manufacturers to the effect
that he favored a high protective tariff.

&

* ¥ ¥

Dr. MacDonald next arraigned MT.
Foster, charging him with making many
misrepresentations regarding past na-
tional happenings. The most unfair
reflections on Hon. Alex. Mackenzie by
the Minister of Railways were scathing-
ly denounced.
yMr.n ﬁaggart demanded that the
statements regarding his speech should
be taken back. He explained.that he
had heard the question regarding sub-
answered by another
member, but he denied his statement
made at Wingham.

Dr. MacDonald—I heard you say it,
and the Empire reporter bears me out.

Mr. Foster—Order order.

Mr. Masson—Order, order. -

Mr. MacDonald—What is the point of
orce :

I(V‘Irlj Haggart—I never said it in this
House.

Mr. Davies—You distinguish between
the two. (Laughter.)

‘f\lh?.“Foéter %a.lled on the Speaker to
make Dr. MacDonald take it back.

The Speaker decided that the state-
ment was not out of order, though Mr.
Haggart probably knew best what he
SaF Dr. MacDonald, “I can

p- »” sai A c g -

oo i 3 liar. I heard Mr.

d the Empire con-

The Liberals ap-

plauding, Mr. Haggart indignantly left
the chamber.

Dr. MacDonald demonstrated from
census and experience of the workers
that the N. P. had been a failure, &

(Continued on page 6.)

The latter has passed away and |

{APMAN’'S
{sdom in Buying

Brings you here. Merchandise at
pripes that sell goods and

cause talk.

For April more than double what
they were the same month last year.
That means something. Come and

see what it means. The goods will
tell their own story.

Mervellieux Cloths, in full range of

colors, look like silk, 42 inches wide and only
soc per yard.

Black Silk Grenadines, double width
and a beautiful assortment of designs, ranging
in price from 85¢ per yard to $150. We

serve you best because nobody can serve you
better.

Plain Challies, double width, in cream,
navy and black, only 50c yard.

Grepons, lovely cool goods for the hot
season, in great variety, from 30c per yard to
$1 50 per yard. Early buyers never have the
poorest assortment.

Duck Suitings, imported, 44 inches
wide, in assorted colors, in dress goods de-
partment, only 85¢ per yard.

46-Inch All-W ool Henriettas, in the
new grays, with blue cast, the rage in Paris,
only 39¢ peryard. Money back ifyou think

you want it.

Check Suitings, those small checks that
are worn so much, we have still a good assort-
ment from 35¢ to $1 per yard.

Habute Silks in black, cream, nile, pink
and blue, bluet, tuscan, lavender and white.
nice for waists, washing goods, only 37:c.

Extra Kaiki Silks, in stripes, only 35

per yard. First-class dressmaker on th
premises,

Just arrived, Gray Haircloth Sponge
Crepons, fiberine and haircloth.

CHAPMAN'S

126 and 128Dundas Street.




