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A COMPLICATED TANGLE.

CHAPTER XVIIL

Lady Melville seemed ghy of wvisit-
ors., All who called at Rivershall
were denied; showers of cards from
old and new friends fell disregarded.

Mr. Besant himself, who, now that
the house had been thoroughly clean-
sed, had ventured to pay a friendly
visit, was refused, and rod® away as
black in the face as his mourning coat.

People said that even the poor, dead-
and-gone squire had been more so-
ciable, ard grew curious to see this
lady, who, once the glass-of fashion,
now shut herself up in her newly ac-
quired house and played the hermit,

The ghost stories current in the kit-
chen spread to the village and hence
to the county.

The magnates of the district wagged
their heads and sighed piteously.

“Ah,” said they, “something wrong
Jhere, sir, you may depend upon it.
Never could understand the Melville
family never. Always touched, in my
opinion”"—and the wise one would tap
his forehead significantly.

But Lady Melville was ‘mot mad,
she was only low-spirited and ner-
vous. She grew more nervous each
day, and‘ at length reached such a
pitch of timidity and feeble-minded-
ness that Miss Lucas was obliged to
accompany her on the short trips
across the'great hall or up the long
corridor, and even then my lady
would quicken her steps at the slight-;
est noise, and looked on either side of‘
her with fearful half glances.

The shallow pretense which Miu‘
Lucas had broken through on the oc- |
casion of Lord Harcourt's visit was
kept up now in the strictest and most’
vigilant manner. It was always wlthé
an air and tone of respect that the‘
to her

governess spoke or listened

panion’s yoke and that it was galling
to her soul, :

The summer ° wore on—it had

brought no gladness to the mistress
of Rivershall; it had brought the
most intense anguish to Clarence Clif-
fordffi its time had béen fraught with
great disappointment to Lord Har-
court, and to all three the coming sea-
sons were without hope.
_ Without hope te Lady Melville they
were for a certainty, for as she sat by
the fire—the drawinz rooms,
and small, were never without one—
she thought bitterly of all she had
done to gain that which had turned
to dead sea fruit on her lips. She had
not gained all she had plotted and
sinned for even. ; 1

Here was Rivershall,

great

her own, to

remind her daily, hourly, of what she‘ i
ed

had done to gain it. But where was(

he, the stern, sad-hearted Claude Ains- |
ley, the man she loved more than she ‘
had loved anyocne?

She had an instinctive _assurance
that Miss Lucas knew, and yet she
would not, could not ask her, and as
she sat beside the fire gazing into its
depths with hollow eyes, she wonder-
ed if he would ever come, if the wom-
an who held her in her power would
choose to fulfill her promise and bring
him,

As she thought this she shuddered.
What was love but a mockery to her
now? ; :

To lose her thoughts she rose in her
fgarfu] nervous fashion, and stole to

the window, very much as Lilian Mel-
ville would have stolen, save that hers
was pure grief, and this woman’s re-!
morse. i
It was sunset, the évening closing

in; to the proud, regretful woman

| the others,
' soon will be,~where they will be pow-

She was' talking fast, trying either

“to persuade or convince, and once the

silent watcher thought she heard her
own name.
The man listened io it all and seem-

! ed, as he looked, immovable.

Miss Luca#®’.voice grew louder, and
Lady Melville, straining hér sense of
hearing to its utmost limit, caught:

“Wait, wait, I 'say;  a 'thousand

times, wail! Your revenge is nome

' the less, rather it is a hundredfold!

Do wait, Melchior. Look ‘at me. Have
I not waited? There ig nothing to fear
from her; she is a weak imbecile,
halting between the grave and the
madhouge. There is nothing to fear
from him, shut up in France, and for
you say they are, or they

erless. All is safe here and I watch
for the day when the consummation
shall be attained. Look at me, Mel-
chior; have I done nothing worthy
of a reward? Do not leave me, do not
desert me, for it you go, it is desertion
the cruelest and most heartless, I ask
Stay till the time comes.
Can you refuse?”

" He murmured something and laugh-

go little.

The laugh ran throu\gh the listener’s
ears like ice.

“You arec eloquent, Kate, and I find
it hard to refuse yoit. But I am im-
patient; the thuﬁderbolts are ready
in my hand, and my fingers itch to
let them fall. I am like the execu-
tioner of the Reign of Terror, thirst-
ing for the victims. Am I to lean on
my axe forever? No! the dogs shall
sup their heartiest and I will drink
my revenge. Look you, Kate, the
mother spurned at the gallows as a
murderess, the son dragged to the
hulks as a forger, and the rest of the
family out of the world! It is a great
and glorious revenge, atoning almost

i for my wasted, blighted life; and you

ask me to wait?”

"} do,” she breathed, catching at his
cloak, and turning her eyes to his
“I do, for I will give
. you yet a more glorious revenge, cap

downcast ones.

mistress, and she never addressed her ; the hour was typical of her mood. ‘the odifive WIh & -nobie apex. - Genpp:

without the prefix ¢f “my lady” or,
“your lacyship.” i

The greatest stickler for outward
respect could not have found a crevice
fn Miss Lucas’ armor of behavior in
which~to lodge the arrow of com-
plaint; yet all the while the broken-
spirited, fearful-hearted woman knew
that she had taken her quiet com-
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The days' were closing in and she teltl
the spirit of unrest sat heavily upon
her.

With a sigh and a shudder she op-
ened the casement and stepped on
the lawn. It was the first time she
had been out for some days.

The air seemed strange to her and:
she drew her shawl of pure China
crepe more closely round her.

Yet the eveuning was inviting, and
with listless feet she wandered to the
rosery and thencé into the shrubbery.

At ‘the commencement of the thick
growth of dark-hued plants she stop-
ped; gloom of every kind oppressed
and frightened  her.

As she turned to go back to -the
drawing room she -heard a voice ul§~
jng in a low key within a few 'iut
of her. 3
. The mistress of Rivershall started
gnd paused. To whom could her mis-
tress be speaking within the secret
ambush of the shmbbgry’

W!th a desire 1o learn something

that mi;ht give her some little msr f

over . the woman who held 80
-over hersclf, she shrank Intn

shnb-mdmrodthromthomm

4 must do or sign what I _choose.

{ ed all you say, and yet wait, and I
will put you in their place—master
here of their house and lands, sitting,
1t you shall will it, like an eagle on
the ruing of Rivershall!” .

“What?” he exclaimed. “How?”

“How?” she’' whispered, huskily.
“She is in my power, I tell you, and
Is it
not 2asy to guess the rest? Rivershall
ghall come to you, left by the woman
who-—-" 2

He turned his face at the woman,
all ablaze with passion, and . Lady Mel-
ville saw it,

Yet scarcely saw it, for, with a cry,
she slipped to the ground and heard
no more.

Lady Melville leave the draw-

d r-..—chu-mumn
: fmlurlu& 7y :
'}~ Then. mn.unu nolud h.ruuat_

the doot -and m until her lady-
ship 8 should come to.

-In -about an' ‘hour the fainting ﬂt
gave way and the terrified woman
opened her eyes, remembered the gar-
den and the voice and looked round
expecting to, find herself among the
plants of «hé& shrubbery.

Instead the luxurious walls and fur-
niture of her own d'rawlnc room mo‘t
hér eyes, e

She rose after a whue saw that the
fire had died out, and glanced at the
window.

It was closed and fastened from the
inside.

All was still within the house, the
room had looked as if no one han en-
tered it, %
She began (o érow suspicious ‘of
herself. J \

“It could not have béen a dream;”
she murmured. “And yet that face!”
and a violet shudder shook her whole
frame, “That face has been dead for
years—years, And if it had not, how

could it be possible for that dreadfil ;

woman—to be connected with? And
yet I remember it all so plainly, go
perfectly—distinctly. I could repeat
every word.” .o

She began to pace the room and'lt
last rans the bell. ¥

s cnnnot bear it any longer,” Qhe
murmured, “I will ask if anyone
brought me in. They might have
done so, and yet they would. not, dare
not, leave 'me there without trying'$o
bring me to!” ;

(To be continued)

Pears’ for Health .
- and Beauty
Peard’ Golden Series of toilet ar-
ticles, as supplied to their Majesties
King George and Queen Mary and to
His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales, must necessarily be the choice
of Ladies and Gentlemen everywhere.
The toilet articles which comprise
Pears’ Golden Series and which have
80 justly merited the approval of
Royalty, are unquestionably of first
class quality; the containers indeed
are not as ornate and expensive as
certain continemntal productions; but
they are at least in good taste, and
Messrs. Pears’ are satisfied to cater to

Ladies and Gentlemén who prefer to’

have value inside, rather than outside
the container. The. Toilet articles
selected for Pears’ Golden Series are:

Pears’ Talcum Powder in Pink and
White. s

Pears’ Nall Crayon and Cream.

Pears’ Brilliantine.

Pears’ Baby Powder.

Pears’ Shaving Sticks.

Pears’ Dental Cream,

Pears’ Shaving Powder.

Pears’ Compact Complexion Powder.

Pears’ Vanishing Creant.

All the above articles are exquisite-
ly perfumed and are the result of 133
years “experience in manufacturing
high class products. You will find each
the best of its kind and well worthy
of your approval. In addition to the
above articles, you may obtain Pears’
Sheving Brusheg, guaranteed - free
from anthrax. Each brush is packed
in an individual carton and sells: for
$2.25. A Pears’- Shaving Brush will
last a lifetime. Do you use Pears’
Soap? for 133 years Pears’ Soap has
been the favourite of Ladies and Gen-
tlemen.—july16,3ith

Child’s White Canvas Skuffer
Boots, siZe 8; only 50c. pair at

| F. SMALLWOOD'S.—july10tt «.
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Only Selected Seville Oranges
and Refined Sugar, but so skil-
fully blended as to preserve the
valuable tonic properties of the
fruit. “Your Olde English

Marmalade .. . makes break-
fast worth while,” writes a user.

Chivers

Flavoured with Ripe Fruit Juices.
The family and visitors, children
ahd adults, all delight in CHIVERS'
JELLIES—they are delicious,
vholesome and refreshing.

Chivers

Fresh from
the Orchard
to the Home

Jam

Chivers & Sons own 6,000 acres
of land, a large proportion of
which is devoted to fruit culture.
They use each year thousands .
of tons of fruit freshly picked
from their own orchards and
preserved ‘as soon as gathered
with refined sugar only.

Chivers
Custard
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Cord Tire
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The Will

There comes & time in the

life of every man when he

must leave his worldly poss

sessions to the care of anoth-

er. In anticipation of this,

therefore, the first obligation

resting on an individunal who

i3 possessed .of property Iz

the making of a will, and this

should be done before the

- capacities become ' impaired

by time or the ravages of
disease.

THE MONTREAL TRUST

COMPANY will act as Execu-

tor for Histatex large and

small. Tt is thoroughly equip-

ped to efficiently ané eco-

nomically undertake the ad-

ministration of Hstates and

will carry out the intentions
.and desires of tho Testator,

bearing in mind at’&ll ‘times-
the best interest of ‘the Es-

tate,

‘Montrea! Trust :

Company,
ROYAL BANK BUILDING
8iz Herbert 8. Holt, Presldent
A. J. Brown, K.C., Vice-Pres.
F. & Dmldson. Gen. Mgr.

F. T PALFREY, Mgr., St. John’s.
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LONDON DIRECTORY

- with Provincial & Foreign Seetions
.- .apd Trade Headings in Five
Languages
enables vrades to communicate direct
with

"MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS
in 'London and in the Provincial Towns
and Industrial Centres of the United
Kingdom and Ireland, the Continent
of Hurope, Africa, Asia, Australasia,
America, ete.
and other details are classified under

more’ than &000 trade headings in-

cludmg
EXPOilT‘ KEBC]IAN’I‘S
with detailed partlculars of the Goods

shipped and the Colonial lﬁd Foreign |

Markets supplied;
STEAMSHIP IAEES
arranged under the Pom to~ which

| they sail, and indicating the approxi-

mate Sailings.

One-inch BUSINESS CARDS of Firms’

desiring to eéxtend their connections,
or Trade Cards of

DEALERS BIBIING AGENCIES '
can be printed at. a cost of 8 dollars

for ‘each trade heading under which |
vertise-

they are -inserted. Larger ad
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i~ A8

TP

Drange

IN ONE POUN
with Patent

MAN uncrunzn BY %

£ LIPTO

5 '-ONDON GLASGOW axn D

later' be used by

Preserves with V

- LIPTOM

mnyls eod,tf

hanced if you are
are absolutely'co
vative American.

AR GLASS JARY

| Air-Tight Caps

b The Glass shows up the
P quality of this superior
& Marmalade—you can set
B plainly how beautiful and
Pelear it~ is. A tast

proves the excellence of
the Dbeautiful golden
foranges that are alone
used in its manufacture,
and. which give it that
wonderfully clear golden
color.

ASK _YOUR GROCER
: for

LIPTON’S
MARMALADE!

Put up in 1-b. Clear
'Glass Jars, with Patent
I Metal Caps, easy to opel

Band no  wastage. This
B Jar with metal Cap cab
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