| heap of smoidering fre. 1 had halt e
| solved to arouse the ~men-servants,
| when 1 was savigely sttacked before
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‘wypu pidee & new Hght upen the
matter,” the doctor observed. “I “was
dfider the impression thet you had |
béen injuted by a falling trée. The|
question of an attack being made upon
you néver once presented itself to my |
mind. If the cottage was delfberttel’
fired, the¥s 1§ fueh more in this than
.appears on the surface, for the rec-
tory was broken iato 1ast fiight and
several valuable papérs ftolen. You
say that two men ‘assadited you? It
is quité possible that {hie same men
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‘Lord Somerton’s Ally.

’ CHAPTER XIV.

\  Hrnscliffe retired to his sleeping
g;chamber’thn'tmight with happy visions
+-of the-future crowding upon-his brain,
FThesevening had been the most de-

«dightful: within his memory, and he

resolvedito-lie-awake for-an-hour; and

ing in every direction.

Ernscliffe deliberated for a few mia-
utes tpon the Best course to pursue.
‘What. had become of the Indian wo-
man? Had she fired the cottage in her
insane'rage, to prevént it ffom being
molested and gone? - .

‘He .turned toward the house again,
and had proceeded but a few paces
when he was coniclous of a sudden
rush of air, a blow on the head which
staggered him, &nd & confusion of
sounds in the ears.

He struck out blindly and-clutehed

Fmap oubhisyplans for thecol:ing v:reek! it something. It way & man, for he
FA ~—plans which were to.mark a gor-‘ heard. & Savage odth; and was cons
\rous course -of—action, for his sweetll sclous of being attacked from behind

1t love’s sake.

t,;t.t onee,even:forgetting to draw-down
Ethe blind or close the window.
& The air-was €0 soft and warm-that

! A shower of*blows féll upon- his head,
Instead of-this he dropped to sleep !

and all"became blank,
LN LR 3 L & ]

When - Ernseliffe frécovered consci-
ousness he was in bed. Thé sun was

Eheh t rienced any inconveni-
WAREY BIperien ¥ a shining merrily into his room, and for

Lence by neglecting the latter, and the |
by neg! . | a few moments he wondered if he had |

k moonlight was‘too beautiful to be shut
Eout all at once.
' When he awoke theres was no moon-
Bllght,‘and the air that rushed through
Fthmopen window appeared to be al-
gmoaﬁmen as it played over‘his face.
‘r.,‘ Hethalf turned .over, and as. hi
psenses‘became more alert he noticed:g
;,;red glow against the:sky.
i He sprang out of bed with a bound,
b positive that there was a fire not far
#away. He listened intently, and heard
E the crackling of burning wood, while
Ein his nostrils was the unpleasant odor
‘_ of smoke from-vegetation that-was: but
Yhalf decayed.
i Within two- minutes;heswassout of
Euus roof ‘and lstening¥intently in the
k passage. There was not's sound to In-:
kdicate that'a single person was aware
;}u! the fire except himself.
l: He turned and fetched the candle:
be had left burning on his dressing-
iroom table, and wn.lked'_:—\ggynlt.lr&
Fﬁnd out-into the night.
|* The air seemed full of‘the pungent
Podor of burning wood, and Praoscliffe
bran quickly in the direction of the
}ﬁumes, which now and again-ghot up-
’;Mard, though it was evident that they
twvere gradually- losing - force.
[* Bverywhere around the darkness
',_ as profound, and only a falnt rim of
;:‘ie moon was to be seen deep down in
'the horizon. In solemn tones the clocks
"boomed the hour of two, and Ernscliffe
Hound himselt in the park, hurrying
Moward the bright glow in the heavens.

He was near to the scene of the fire
i®ow, for the air was dénse with smoke.
/His thrpat ached and bis eyes smart-
wmd.

But for the red cloud that seemed
#o hover, before him his ~prpgress

“would “hdve been difficult, Then- he |

‘felt a great heat upon his face, and

;py.nied. borrified, “within a "hundred

ifeet of*a great mass of spoldering
- Etuft thst bad but a few hourg before

fheen Zeba's cottage.

:« Not a single board of the little home

& bad dream; for the events of the
night before wefe far from clear in
s mind,
He, pagsed one hand to his aching
‘head; and afscovered that it was
gwathed in dandages, So it was no

m, And, Juckily, thére was not}

'much the matter with him. He felt
tsure of that, and was thankful for it.
He looked at the timepiece om the
imantle, and saw with a pang of dis-
may—thnt it was-eleven o’clock.
; At that momentthe door:opened, and
{Dr. Denyer~came'in, followed by & ser-
vant.
“Ah? I expected to find you recover-
ed. by this time,. Mp. Ernscliffe; My
same 18 Denyer, end I am Sir John

 Sterne’s family doctor.”

‘wyes” responded the artist, “and
there i very little the matter with me,
thank Heaven. My head aches; that is
(a1L”

“Nevertheless, I-cannot permit yeu
1o go downstairs to-day,” Dr. Denveér
said. “You will perhaps be strprised
to learn that you received a scalp
wound requiring = domwen stitches, I
am here to ‘dvess it ‘agaip, and then
you shall have some, breakfast. The
cause of your long insensibility was &
gtrong opiate, and you have slept re-
markably well,”

Brnscliffe submitted with & bad
grace to-the doctor’s orders, but after

his-head had-Been dresged heswas per<

mitted to leave his bedroom, in pre-
ference for the sitting-room adjoining.
“Now,, Dr, Denver,” he:sald, “before
you leave me I ‘want you to answer
me one or two-question, Where was I
found, and by whom?"
“InCthe Jerk, and by ‘Btretton; the
ifickeepér, very doon after you had
met g’i?—h!our accident.”
| “Acel@lent!™ dchoed - Hrnscliffe. “1
met with no accident, sit, but was at-
tacked in the ddrk by at least two
men. And what of Zeba?”

“She perished in the fire,” replied

the doctor. “I o Mot thimi that there |

ghat ghé had valued so highly remain-

are guilty of Zeba's death, dnd of the
purglary at the rectory. Mr. Vallance,
who 18, in & measure, Sir John Sterne’s
confidant, had & théory which he hesit-
ates to put into words at presenit. The
matter is already in the hands of the
poMes, &nd your part in the adventure
i1l be interesting to them.”

«And Miss Sterne?” asked Einiseliffe,
hesitatingly.

sNaturally, she 1s very much upset.
The nurse’s death 18 80 nhoriible: It 18
my belief that Shé was first murder-
ed, and then the cottage fired to hide
the crime. The first object was doubt-
less robbery alone—not the mereé thett
of her monéy; but {he thett of docu-
ments of use only to some implacable
énemy of the Bternes. The rebbers,
whoever théy were, had an jatimate
knowledge of the affairs of the house.
It was only this morning that the
keepers were told off to guard -ou.ae
new preserves two miles away, oF th'e
complete destruction of -Zeba’s home
before any arrival upon the scene
would have been impossible, It ap-
- pears to me now that the whole thing
wasd eleverly planned.”

#1 almost tncline to the belief that

he woriati et firé to thé place her-
gelf,” Colin remarked. “She had ré-
ceived notice from Miss Sterne that
the trees wotld be cleared away forth-~
with, and displayed considerable anger
thereat. But, then, who were the men
who attacked me?”

*] had not heard of Miss ‘Sterne'’s
visit to Zeba* Dr, Denver sald, sus-
‘plaiously, “It appears to me, Mr. Erns-
cliffe, that you are gbls to throw more
light upon the affalf than any one else!
1 pelieve that you are & friend of Sir
John's nephew--Noel Campbell?”

wyes, T am Noel Camphell's friend,”
was the rejoinder.

“grmi® was the significant exclam-
ation, and Dr. Denver walked uncere-

moniously out of the room.
!

—
OHAPTER XV.

There was not much the matter with
Prnscliffe the next day.and e was
resolved not to awaft the visit of Dr.
Denver. He félt that he was under &
oloud of snspicion, and gtrongly re-

gented it.
With the -asgistance of one -of the

men-servants, he managed fo get

downstairs at rather an- early hout,
and was pleased and surprised-to find
Bisle in one of the rooma Dbelow,
though there were anzious lines about
hemr~mouth. .

Assured that mo ond was watching
them, Hisie ran into her lover's arms,
a glad little cry on her lips.

“Oh, Colin, 1 sm so glad that you
are tot badly hurt. 1 was atrald to
question Dr, Denver too closely, lest
he should be suspicious of my love for
you. It is so hard to disguise one's

teelings, and both he and Mr. Vallance

fisve been saying oruel things to me.”
“What have they said, my darling?”
He.demanded, with darkening brow,
“Nothing Gefinite, but I think that

DRAMAS OF THE DIVER'S LIFE.
P—-ﬁ—

One hundred and twenty feet be-
neath the waves that swirl off theé
Donegal Coast, among rocks covered
with the slime of the ocean depths,
and surrounded by little-known forms
of marine plant life, a squad of div-
ers has been busily engaged for fpur
years recovering the £7,000,000 worth
of bullion that went down with the
great liner Laurentic.

The story of their achievemeénts,
when fully told, will réad like an Ar-
abian Nights romancé, The divers,
highly skilled members of the Navy,
have in the aggregate spent months

under the waves, blasting away many |

obstructions and sending t6 the &urs
face box after box of gold. No treas-
ure hunt has even been mdre success-
ful,

Trainfng the Beginner.

Some little-known facts about div-
ers and thelr methods were given to
the T-B, man by the head of the
firm of Siebe; Gorman, and Co., the
best<kfiown submarine engineers in
the world. '

Befote a man can become a diver
he must be passéd as medically fit in
every way, while frequent examin-
ations by a doctor are carried out.
during training. To bégin with, the

novice, in complete diving kit, 1§ sub-|

merged in from ten to twenty feet of.
water. b

Hig first jobs: consigt of lécating lost
articles and slinging them in the ap-
proved fashion, so that they can he
sent safely to the surface. Clearing
propellors of fouling material, recov-
ering cables, and removing rust from
ships’ bottoms are other jobs that fall
to the lot of the beginner, who ecan-
not qualify as 'a fully-fledged diver
until he has worked at a depth of
120£t. ;

A diver first removes his own cloth-
fng and put on an assortment of un-

derclothing, including woollen vests,
pants, stockings, and a thick jersey

with a- woollen ecap. The shoulder
pad is then put on, after which the
diver has literally to be forced into
his deep-sea armour. The weight of

the complete outfit, including boots |

that weigh 165lb. each, and 801b. of

fead to shield the shoulders, is 1761b. |

The art of diving, apart from that
associated with swimming feats, has
been known well over 2000 years.
Divers were employed during the de-
fence of Syracuse (315-212 B.C.) to
remove barriers which had béen sunk
in the harbor. It is recorded that
Alexander the Great was lowerad. in-
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