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General Review.

Following our past reviews of the
events of the world, which have ne-
cessarily been those of the various
phases of the Great War, we shall
endeavour to continue the course
adopted at the close of each success-
jve annual period, and to apply to
each year the distinction which con-
notes its chief features and{ militant
characteristics. Thus we may inti-
tule the period from August, 1914,
‘to the end of December, 1915, as the
year of defence, the seventeen months
covering this period being entirely
occupied in stemming, with all the
forces of the Allied Commands, the
furious onrush of the German armies
which had taken them almost by sur-
prise, and found them inadequately
prepared for more than a strategic
resistance. With half trained armies
in the field they, however, succeeded
in warding the heavy blows struck at
them by the enemy, blows which were
followed up in quick succession, and
delivered with all the weight of which
the invaders were capable. That the
resistance of the smaller and less
perfectly equipped divisions of .the
Allies were able to achieve a measure
of success is something, for which
not only we of the present generation,
but those who come after us, will
have cause to be thankful. Were it
not for the inspiring courage of our
gallant men during those dark days
of ’14 and ’15, the sun would be ris-
ing on a differently ordered world
to-day. But if the years named were
those of defence, they were also those
of preparation, for the great struggle,
in which the nations engaged, had
made up their minds they were to be
occupied for a longer period than had
been anticipated. Britain, France and
Italy, with all the resources at their
command, were speeding up, and the
protection of the British Navy assur-
ed the landing of supplies from the
uttermost part of the earth in the
ports where they were most needed.
The whole people of Britain had be-
come imbued with that spirit of vic-
tory which had carried the Empire
through many a critical epoch, and
the word was prepare Night and
fay, ceaselessly the work went on
and by 1916 the lost leeway was made
-up and a preponderance of power
gained. The resistance of the French
'had stiffened and the failure of re-

_plete.

peated German attacks on Verdun, the
impregnable fortress of the South,
lost to the enemy the initiative in all !
movements which he had monopolised
rom the beginning' of hostilities. The
battle of the Somme of that year
zave it to the Allies, who have not |
since, parted with it, in effect that is,
aotwithstanding that subsequent i
svents restored to the Germans valu-i
ible opportunities for developing |
sounter offensives, of which they’
were not slow to take advantage.
Thus 1916 may be defined as the
- year when the tide turned, and but
'or some utterly unexpected political
{isturbances in Russia, the year fol-
jowing might have -witnessed the
nilitary, if not the decisively final
jefeat of Germany and Austria and
‘heir BEastern Allies. Owing to Ger-
pan intrigue and the practice of
yribery on a wholesale scale, the
Romanoff dynasty was compelled to
‘¢linquish its hereditary claims to
he Imperial Russian Crown, and fol-
owing the deposition of the Czar,
varring- elements caused such disor-
ter that the Provisional Government
ot up by the demagogue Kerensky
vas not strong enough to compel or-
ler. Consegtently Russia’s assist-
mce was of little effect, and eveniual-
v she went out from the Allies, thus
;erm‘tting the withdrawal of several
nillions of veteran soldiers, from the
lastern battle zone, to be thrcwn in-
o ‘he fight against the Allies on the
talian and Western fronts. The de-
Jlaration of war against Germany by
he United States of America in April,
nd the immediate transport of what-
wver soldiers. were available to
trengthen the fighting lines was wel-
omed by the Allies, and though this
ot unexpected entry of the Great
tepublic into the fight was not early
mnough to offset the defection of Rus- |
ia, it gave great relief to the war
vorn Allies which were now, on the
Vestern front, fighting double their
mmmber. The first result of Russia’s
alling away was witnessed in the
pectacular defeat administered to
taly in October. Fortunately the
nain Italian army executed a master-

y retreat, which saved the situation
omewhat, though they left with the
ictorious Teutons 300,000 prisoners
md a great number of guns. With
he arrival of some British and French
einforcements, later in the year, the
talians were enabled to check and
“lold the enemy, and with the snow
if winter aiding them, an impassable
jarrier was set in his way, thus per-
nitting the soldiers ‘of Italy time fo,
ecuperation and preparation whi
vas to bear such fruit later. In mili-
ary events 1917 was prolific, and
rom-its beginning might be dated the
__ ‘ommencement of that series of suc-

‘he great offensitve push of Marshal

_ loch this year, which drove the Ger-
‘aan eut of his annexed tetritery and

paved the way for the conclusion of
the armistice, the acceptance Qf
which by the German envoys was 8O
humiliating to their pride and arro-
gance. The year 1917 may be de-
scribed as the year of ebb and flow.
It opened with the Anglo-French and
German armies at death grips in the
last stages of the battle of the Somme.
It saw the British offensive in France
and Flanders with their far-reaching
results; it witnessed the advance of
the French in the Aisne and Verdun
region, the Russian collapse and de-
feat of the revolution, the Far East
campaign, the capture of Baghdad
and the triumphal entry of General
Allenby into the Holy City—Jerusa-
lem—, the defeat"and retreat of the
Italian army, and the world stirring
spectacle of the entry of the United

States with her unlimited “resources

of men and material thrown into the
war balance against she Central Pow-
ers, the armies of which sat tight on
the new Hindenburg line, while their
general staffs formulated a new of-
fensive which was, according to their
calculations, to be crushing and com-
1918 opened with a cessation
of active hoStil\ties on a large scale
on the Western Front,& though the
usual raiding and skirmishing and af-
fairs of outposts went on regularly,
the advantage of these being with the
Allies, 'who by a perpetual system of
harrassing and surprise attacks,
principally at night, kept the enemy
in a state of alarm. In Turkish wat-
ers a series of operations culminated
on January 20 by the sinking of the
Turco-German warship Breslau, and
the damage of the big cruiser Goeben.
Nothing of a major nature developed in
military affa¥rs until March 21, when
the German High Command, having
perfected all its plans, launched the
great offensive of March 21st, which,
beginning with such success, was des-

tined to be the real turning point in |

the great struggle, notwithstanding
the swiftness and gain of its initial
advance, which for a time brought
discouragement, if not despair, to
those who were so eagerly watching
and waiting, in suspense, the out-
come. It will be our purpose to take
in review the principal events of the
year past in chronological order, in-
sofar as they occurred in the various
theatres, and bring them down to the
point where their effect in precipi-
tating the German surrender is
shown.

Germany’s Great
Offensive.

With Russia completely out of the
War so far as being of assistance to
the Allies was concerned, and with
her actual resistance to Germany
weakened by inter-necine strife, fol-
lowed by a German invasion of that
country, which broke down the forces
friendly to tH& Allies, the time had
come for the great military coup pre-
pared by Von Hindenburg, and on
March 21st, the great German offen-
sive on the Western front opened
with a rapid advance of 'the German
armies on the North, which quickly
captured the towns of Bapaume and
Peronne, following up this success by
the taking of Armentieres and Bal-
lieul, and capping their gains by driv-

ing the Allied forces from Kemmel,

Hill on April 26th, when their mo-
mentum somewhat checked their for-
ward movement was for a time stop-
ped by the stern resistance of the
British, who responded so gallantly
and gloriously to General Haig’s or-
der to “hold or die,” and the line from
that ‘moment, though bent, never
brok;.
month, the darkest period perhaps,
since the beginning of the war. En-
durance, courage and strength were
tested to the utmost, but the line held,
and calmly and confidently, with un-
shakable nerve, the Empire awaited
the issue. The appointment of Gen-
eral Foch, on April 14th, as generalis-
simo of all the Allied forces, had
done away with a weakness, on which
it was stated the Kaiser and his gen-
eral staff had counted, that weakness
being lack of co-ordination among the

i Allies, because up to then each of the

Allied armies had its own Commander-

[ in-Chief, ‘who issued whatever orders
the geneml‘

he considered best for
good regardless of the others. The
appointmegt of Foch did away with
all this, and his headquarters became
the centre from' which all- orders
radiated. The wisdom of the change
was evident three days after he as-
sumed the high command, = when
French troops were sent to reinforce
the British; army which for nearly a
month had borne the full brunt of
the fighting. The effect of the new
arrangement was the holding of the
enemy offensive which has swept for-
ward carrying before it all resistance,
until the moment arrived when the
British, assisted by the French had
strengthened their line sufficiently to
give the German check, on April 18th.
That check upset ail the plans hé had
‘made which were to smash the junc-
tion of the British and French armies,
thrust through the gap created. by
this, hold the French opposing forces
with as few men as possible, and di-

April was the Allies’ fateful |

rect superior weight against the Brit-
ish forces in the North, trusting to
his numerical superiority to roll them
up in confusion and virtually destroy
them, thus opening the way to, and
gaining control of the Channel ports,
and effecting such a series of captures
of troops and material as would en-
force a German peace upon France.
Thanks to the resistance of the Brit-
ish, a resistance that became all the
more determined because of the mis-
fortune that befell the British Fifth
Army, the plans failed, and failing to
effect the object of the offensive, the
Germans rested on their arms, to
await a more opportune time. Their
generals dared not admit the defeat to
which their failure amounted, so they
narrowed their front and on May 27
began their second phase of the March
21st offensive, which was really  an
attempt to accomplish, south of the
great Picardy salient, what had been
tried North of it, and failed in the
opening advance. April and May saw
the developmemnt of the Lys salient, the
ridges of Ypres and Arras, however,
being held by the Allies. At the close
of the third month of the offensive,
ending June 18th, the Southern bar-
riers—Chemin des Dames and Oise-
Aisne watershed—had been carried by
the enemy, but because of constric-
tion of terrain, and the distribution
of his troops neither of his ambitions
in the second phase had been attain-
ed. His plans of the first offensive
had been somewhat altered, but the
objectives remained the same, and he
had decided upon reaching the Chan-
( nel ports, this time via Amiens, with
lthe occupation“of Paris as an addi-
tion. His failure therefore in the
month which ended on the date nam-
ed, was far more significant and had

-taking thousands of

| a greater bearing on the war than
‘ the failure of the second month, for!
| the reason that he had not succeeded
in broadening the Picardy front, in
order to permit of his further advance ,l
down the River Somme, and thus en- |
able him to carry through his origin- |
al plans. In attempting to carry out
these he was obliged to transform his
potential resources into full activity,
thus giving evidence of approaching
exhaustion. In the second phase of
ithe great offensive moreover General
,Ludendorff was outgeneralled both:in
tactics and strategy by Foch, and his
gains, which were of no advantage,
had been purchased at an expendit-
ure of men and material utterly in-
commensurate with the area and po-
sitions he held. During the month
fully 3,000,000 men were engaged
along the battlefronts of France, and
the toll of blood was ghastly in the
extreme. The nett gain of the second
offensive was, so far as actual advan-
tage went, of no value, and on May
31 having reached the Marne—and
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lied line on the road to Paris with-
stood,—the Germans halted and began
fresh preparations for the last and de-
cisive phase of their campaign to win
a passage to the sea. On July 15th the
third enemy offensive was launched on
a sixty mile front. extending from
Chateau-Thierry nearly to the Ar-
gonne, In the opening engagements
the American forces threw a whole
enemy division back across the river
Marne in a counter attack which they
developed in a curve of the river,
! southeast of Jaulgonne. In the first
day, however, the Germans gained
from two and a half to three miles in
depth on a wide front from Rheims to
! Dormans, and pressed back the
i French and Italians at Chatillon,
{ Cucheny, Marfaux and Ronilly, and
' captured .several advanced posts East
of Rheims. The British on the North
in a series of counter. drives, check-
ed the German onrush and improved
their Villers:Bretonneux positions. On
the following day the attackers forced
back the French lines at Prunay, to
the southeast of Rheims, taking this
village, and pushing across the Marne
to the southwest of Rheims, their
thrust pressing the Allies back to-
ward Epernay. At St. Agnan and La

i

finding their assaults against the Al- {successl’ul, was appreciably

jture in quick succession

.back from LaBassee on tH& 5th the

‘Americans forced the passage of the

Chapelle-Monthodon, the Americans
and French drove back the enemy, who
finding himself at check on a consider- |
‘able front, resumed his favorite long!
! range bombardment of Paris, as a di-
version. The 17th of the month saw
the Germans repulsed in a new at-
tack east of Rheims, which they even-
ed up somewhat by making a penetra-
tion of a mile to a mile and a half on
the six mile front on the Western
front of the Rheims mountain, which
was later offset by the Americans, who
held all their gains between Chateau-
Thierry and Dormans, and further as-
sisted the French in pushing back the
enemy on the Marne, to a consider-
able distance. The number of men in
the German armies engageéd. in this
offensive was in excess of A 600,000.
The drive was lacking the element of
surprise, which gave so much advan-
tage to the preceding ones, and from
the start it encountered an invincible’
opposition from the Allies. The Ger-
mans succe~ded in crossing the Marne
at several puints, but in the sectors
held by the Americans, were driven
back on the 15th with ghastly losses,
the way to, Paris being blocked by a
“stone wall” of men from the Great

Republic. In'zx  effort to retrieve

their defeat here, the Germans made
an attempt to ring . around Rheims
and drive to the southeast toward
Chalons, but could inake no progress
against the heroic French. Thus with-
in_three days of the launching of the
stroke which was to overwhelm
everything in the path of the Teutons,
their armies were held all along the
line, and the threatened road to Paris
was still closed, and , remained :so,
and the enemy was now ' obliged to
gather together all his available men
and materials to resist the counter of-
fensive which Foch was preparing,
ready for the psychological moment.

i

The Turn of the Tide.

For over four years the Allies had
patiently waited their opportunity,
which was now offered them at last,
and Foch was not glow to take the
advantage given him by the swiftness
with which the third German offensive
had been held. By skilful manoeu-
vre he took the Germans compiletely
off their guard, and by a surprige at-
tack won, in the very beginning of his
counter offensive, one of the most
brilliant victories of the war. On July

; 18th, he ordered an advance along a

twenty-eight mile front between the
Marne, near Chateau Thierry, and the
Aisne, west of Soissons, which ended
in complete success, the entire line
advancing from four to six miles,
prisoners and
many guns, beside delivering a blow
on Germah morale and prestige which
had a far-réaching effect. The stroke
was made at the German flank, and
the ultimate result was that it en-

!dangered the German position along

the Aisne and subsequently obliged
the enemy to retreat. On all sides,
among the Allies, it was rggarded as
thé beginning of an aggressive move-
ment and the herald of a purpose de-
termined to hold the initiativ: and
carry on toward final victory. Py the
20th July, so stern was the Allied
thrust, that all the Germans had been
pushed back across the Marme, and
desperate attacks by the enemy be-

tween that river and Rheims were |{t0o the valuable iron mines of Briey. | by Matthias Ezeberger,

thrown back with frightful losses.The

 fighting was general everywhere, and

from the first there was no doubt of
the issue. The chance of the Allies
had come, and whatever Fortune of-
fered they intended to take. For the

i first time they wrested the initiative

from the Germans on.the Western
front, and the enemy was outgener-
alled and outfought by the men of
Eritain, France and America. Terri-
tory, the. capture of which had costy
them déar was taken from them and
their losses in men were exceptionally
severe, which the morale of their
troops, always exceedingly high when
lowered
by the reverses with which they were
meeting. On August 2nd French
troops entered Soissons, and accom-
panied by British contingents crossed
the Crise river, pushing onward to a
depth of from three to five miles on
the whole Marne salient. On the 3rd
the Allies swept forward on a thirty
mile line, close following the retreat-
ing Germans and capturing the entire
Aisne-Vesle front between Soissons’
and Rheims. Capture followed cap-
from this
point. American forces took Fismes
by assault: a general crossing of the
River Vesle was made and the Ger-
mans - cleared from its south bank,
retiring on a ten mile line hetween
Montdidier and Moreuil, and falling

I
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British occupying their
abandoned trenches. On this day the
enemy began another long range
bombardment of Paris, which *e con-
tinued on the next day killing several
women and children. -+ French and

pursuing

Vesle on the 7th and the 8th witnessed
a break through the German line by

 witnessed on the 51st moath of

frontage ‘of nine miles. From tke 17th
of August to the last was a constant
succession of advances by the Allies,
the French taking Lassingy on the
21st, the British capturing Albert on
the 22nd 'and increasing their gains
by the dccupation of nine villages on
the 23rd, and closing in on Bapaume,
which they captured on the 29th. The
Canadians on the 26th took Wancourt
and Monchy le Preux, the French
gaining Fresmoy and St. Mard on the
same day. On the 27th the British
smashed through the Hindenburg line

and six other towns from ths Ger-
mans, and the Americans attacked
Bazoches. The 28th and 29th  were
two red letter days, the French taking
Chaulnes, driving ahead c¢ight miles
and re-capturing some forty villages:
the British compelling the Germans
to give up Creiselles and the Ameri-
cans advancing their lides at Chaw-
igny. The French capture of Noyon
on the latter date was a great feat of
arms, which added to the fall cf Ba-
paume to the British, gave the Allies
no little advantage. The Australians
stormed Mt. St. Quentin on the 31st
while English battalions scored other
successes along their front,.the chief
of which was the re-taking of Kem-
mel Hill. August closed brilliantly
for the Allies, their victoricus: ‘ad-
vance pushing the Germans out of the
Lys salient and causing them to make
a forced retirement toward the Dro-
court-Queant switch line, ;
Every day throughout the month of
September victory remained with the
Allies, who up to Sept. 20 had ecap-
tured 200,000 prisoners and wrested
from the enemy all territory back to
the Hindenburg line, and breaching at
numerous points, the line itself, at
depths varying from five to fifteen
miles. The brilliant exploit of the
American army in wiping out the St.
Mihiel salient, Sept. 12th, and recov-
cring one hundred and fifty-five miles
of territory held by Germany since
1914 removed the menace of Von Lu-
dendorffs plans, and not oaly that, but
turned the threat in the;.lirection of
Metz, the fortress which was the key

Three days later the Germans began
'a retreat from the St. Mihiel region,
which extended to the north east of
Verdun. The attack by the British in
the Cambrai-St. Quentin sector car-
ried the enemy positions and captur-
ed the outer defences of the Hinden-
burg line. This was followed by the
retention of Moeuvres, while the
French beat off several assaults north
east of Soissons, and both armies
made further progress in wearing
down the enemy resistance. The for-
ward movement of the Allies all
along the front could not be checked
and battle followed battle in quick
succession, and gradually the ad-
vancing forces of the Entente pushed
the enemy to retreat. The offensive
opened by the Americans and French
in the Champagne district extended
over a front of twenty miles, the
Americans penetrating to a depth of
seven miles. Almost simultaneously
the great forward movement in west-
ern Belgium took place, and rasulted
in the breaking of the Hindenburg
line at various .points. October open-

!ed with the taking of St. Quentin, and ! lages in this sector.

momentous events thereafter. were
the
war. October brought to a brilliant
consummation the strategy of Gener-
al Foch, manifested first at Chateau
Thierry on the beginning of his great
counter offensive. And his was the
strategy which had humbled German
pride by compelling the forced rotreat
of their armies from the North Sea to
the mountains of Alsace, suffering de-
feat after defeat. The further humili-
ation of the supermen of Germany
came when their armies were obliged
hurriedly ‘to abandon and - evacuate
their positions on the entire- Belgian
Coast (Oct. 17)' to avoid the capture

the Anglo-French forces on a :wenty-i

five mile front. A further advance otl
five miles was made by the Allies,!
east of Amiens on the 9th while the

sector to a maximum depth of 2,000
yards, taking possession of several
villages. The French continucd their
onward course on the 10th, taking;

Montdidier and plunging forward six 'Front, the beginning of which was the  tain), Erzberger, Obendorff, “Winter-
miles on a thirteen mile front, while, regaining of St. Quentin, on the 1st feldt, Von 'Salow (Germany) and one
captured Morlan- by the French troops, concurrently:hour before noon, the bugles all over

Anglo-Americans
court and Chipilly Ridge, driving for-
ward to Braye: The enemy counter-
attacked along the Vesle on the 11th,
without success, the Allies continuing
to advance their line from Albert
southward to the Oise river.  With
Americans in close co-operation (the
British began to close in on Roye on
the 12th, the former reaching the out-
skirts of Braye. Resuming the offen-
sive on the 13th the French gained
ground in the Oise section. , So hotly
was the attack urrleé to the‘;Gemana
that the l4th found them evacnating
a five mile front north of Albert and
cxtending from Beaumont Hamel. On
“Lady Day” the Canadians advanced
Letween Chaulnes and Roye and in
company witly the French the next day
pushed in en an eight mile front west
of Fransart, the Germans in Lys sali-

j Lille, Douai, Cambrai,
; British pushed their front on the Lys|Fecu, St. Quentin and the

of the forces of their right wing; and
were compelled to quit all of North-
rn France, surrendering the cities of
Roubaix, La
forest of
Argonne to the Allies. The diary of
the war during October may be
briefly condensed into the principal
evenis occurring on the Western

with the capture of the suburbs of
-Cambrai by the British, the city itself
finally falling into their hands on the
9th. The evacuation of Liile was be-
gun by 'the enemy on the 2nd, and on
the samc day he began a retreat on
both sides of the LaBassee Canal. On
the 3rd the Germans evacuated Ar-
mentieres and Lens, and on the 5th the
Germans were preparing to leave
Lille. British, American and French
divisions shattered twenty milas & of
the Hindenburg line of defence from
Cambrai southwards on the 9th and

British the day following, who in ad-
dition to its capture advanced nine
miles on a twenty mile front and de-
feated 30 German divisions with great
loss of life to the enemy. October 13th
saw the Germans evacuating Laon

fent evacuating some positions and
retreating some ' distance ' along ‘a
< g ; e £ T

without a fight: the taking of La
Fere bv the French who also occu-

#
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south of Arras, the French took Royel

the town itself was. entered by the

pled with the Bulgarian left, this
of the enemy line extending.westw

pied the St. Gobain Massif, the British
taking the suburbs of Douai. The
capture of Roulers by the French is
recorded on the 14th as is also a men-
ace to Courtrai by the Anglo-French,
t The Americans advanced west of the
Meuse, and the 16th found the Ger-
'mans beginning the evacuation of the
. Belgian Coast, with the British driv-
i ing nearer- to Lille, and the Americans
capturing Grand Pre. On the 17th the
,British entered both Lille and Douai
'and the .Germans cleared out of Os-
;tend and British naval units entered
that harbor, Bruges was visited by
Belgian patrols and the next day the
Allies occupied Zeebrugge, Blanken-
berghe -and Thielt, the British taking
Roubaix and Turcoing, and by the
20th the whele Belgian sea coast was
| clear of the enemy. The 24th witness-
'ed a géneral advance of all the Allies
in France and Flanders, with Ameri-
can 16 in. naval guns assisting the at-
tack by bombarding the enemy lines
~of communication. This advance
marked the beginning of the German
'end. and the culmination was
reached the first week in November,
the American troops having battéred
:dpwn the German defence in the Ver-
dun region after nearly two months
persistent fighting and the Germans
! fighting for their lives in mighty bat-
tles raging over four fronts in France
and Flanders; always with disastrous
!results. Beaten and outpointed every-
’where on the Western Frpnt, the ene-
ymy could no longer hope for evon a
‘temporary stall off of the ever in-
!creasing armies of the Allies, and the
full strength of the flower of Ameri-
can youth being thrown into the
changing balance of war, was more
than Germany, deserted by all her al-
leis, could withstand, and on Novem-
ber 7th the humbled and defeated
enemy asked for an armistice. After
'consult&tjon this was agreed to by the
| 4llied chiefs, and German envoys left
!Spa on the same day, having becn ad-
| vised by wireless to present them-
selves to the French outposts by the
| Chimay-Fournieres-LaCapelle - Guise
| road, from which place they would be
conducted to Marshal Foch. Headed
the German
. Celegation arrived at the Allied Gener-
i al Headquarters on November Sth at
6 o’clock in the morning, where' the
armistice terms were delivered .to
the members, with a formal demand
that they be accepted or refused
within seventy-two hours. The pro-
posal of Erzberger for a suspencion of
hostilities, during this time, was re-
jected by Marshal Foch, and a Ger-
man courier, Captain Helldorff, was
sent back to Spa, with the text of the
terms for the German High Command.
On the same day, Nov. 8th, the French
armies reached the outskirts of Me-
zieres and took the Thon bridgehead.
They also held the southern bank of
the river Meuse. The following day
the British Army under Rawlinson
took Maubege, and French cavalry
passed through Hirson on the’r way
across the Belgian frontier, and from
thence Mezieres was closely invested.
American troops had occupied Sedan
 on November 7th, while the French
had pushed forward east of the Oise
‘and north of the Aisne to a depth of
ten miles, redeeming one hundred vil-
Following up
their success at Sedan, United States
forces drove the enemy from their
last dominating positions east of the
lMeuse on the 8th. Agdin oq;%e 10th
the Americans opened an attack along
a seventy-one mile front, and the
| stronghold of Stenay fell to the Allies.
As a bit of retributive justice
British took Mons on the 11th, zimost |/aries were now unprotected from
simultaneously with the acceptance of Allies, should they open an attack, a
the armistice conditions by Germany, | popular sentiment in both count
jand the greatest war of the world’s | clamored for the conclusion of pea
:history came to an end at 11 o’clock | and this clamor was so insistent ti
a.m. French time on Monday, Novem- | the rulers of these countries dared 1
ber 11th. For the British it ended at |hesitate.
'‘Mons, as it had begun there, when
in August 1914 the “Old Contempt- . 9
ibles” fought their way through tlfat Tur key s Slll' r ender
Allenby’s campalgn in Palesti
which opened on September ' 18th, d

town and .then on their way of re-
ireat outside,, The men of the new

?;ﬁl:v'm;he“;ﬁﬁe;mged “Sg‘;‘emp: ; veloped into so sefous a disaster f
with.the greitest victorye in th: rwog;)d ‘;the TR i 1 Oohober Teeh 1 v
e e i 'lseml-ofricially reported that the

: , ernment of Turkey had made overtu
o'clock a.m. by Field Marshal Foch'g,. o separate peace, its entire forc

everywhere, being in a condition bo

dering on collapse.. To the rilita

| (France), Admiral R. E. Wemyss (Bri-
disasters in Mesopotamia and Pale

tine were directly traceable the ove
throw of Enver Pasha, October 8
who for years had been the controllit
figure of the Government and the ar
rropagandist of Germany in Turk:?
Four days previous to Enver’s dow
: ,\ml, Talaat Bey, Grand Vizier (Prin
gan a more vigorous offensive in the’ Minister) and Minpister of the Interi
lBa.lka.ns than had hitherto been car- had resigned. As early as Sept. 26
{Tled on, and these led to most import- | a dispatch was received at Athe
jant developments in.that portion of that three representatives had arri
| Burope. Two weeks after the Openlnl!ed at Mitylene to enter into pea
,of this campaign, which was operated - negotiations, but no further detal
in an entirely different manner fjom  could be obfained at the time.: Va
that of the preceding ones; the Bul- obs dispatches, all unofficial, Were

garian armies were split in two. This ¢eived at the Buropean Capitals co
was brought about by British ‘and taining advices that revolutions h
Greek troops, which started from the broken out &t many points in th
Salonfk! base and reaching the enemy Turkish Empire, and all the conclu
ir the region of Lake Doiran, struck at  jons were that Turkey could nd lon
once at his right, while Frencl and  er reméin fi“the Teutonic Alljancs

Serbian forces at the same time drove a belligerent, and ‘thaf uncondition
at his centre and sghatisred it. The
Italians in the meantime were occu-' That ‘these assumptions were eorre

Yo

ing attack, the British held Doiran, §
Serbians had captured Drenska Ma
while the First Bulgarian army f
ing itself cut off from the Second as
in the Doiran region, fled in diso
One day later the Second army be;
to retreat, the Serbians after eros
the Vardar River being in full pu
from Monastir to Bil On Septen
25th they captured 1
railway centre of Old ‘Serbia, occu
by the Bulgars, and the same day
British and- Greeks invaded Bul
proper, via the Strumnitza border
capture of that fortress being accy
plished on September 26th. The
was then opened to the capital ¢
s%a‘ah Uskub, an important Bulga
base was entered by the French
Serbians on the 30th, their forces

guards finding that prior to their
treat the Bulgars had destroyed
stores which they could not take

them. Wih the capture of Uskub
First Bulgarian army found itself
ar inextricable position, being cauy
between two Allied advances. Its
struction was inevitable and repe:
appeals to Germany for aid broughi
results, Germany at. that parti

moment having more troubles of
own on the West Front than she cg
handle, consequently the inability

way of reinforcements . brought §J
garia’s participation in the war
period, and there remained nothing
surrender. Her Premier, Malinoff,
long been in favour of making pe
and with the military reverses,
occupatien of the country by Al
troops, angry crowds surged ro
the Government buildings of
demanding surrender and-shouting
ter resentment against King Ferf
and because he had brought suc
plight upon the Nation. Much agaff
his own will Ferdinand gave way
a deputation was sent from Sofia
Saloniki, whither they arrived
September 28th. By the evening
the 29th an armistice was signed
General D’Esperey for the Allies, G
eral Loukhoff, M. Liapcheff and
Radeff for the Bulgarian Governm
The terms of the armistice were
mitted to the Entente Governmef§f
and receiving their approval, a ce
tion of hostilities began as from n|
on September 30th, just two we
after the united offensive began.
conditions: of the armistice, wh
have been already made public in
Telegram, were purely military
contained no provisions of a politi
character. The Bulgarian
was made just nine days before
date of the .third anniversary of
entry into the war, viz., October
1915, her action being the result 4
secret treaty made with Germany
July of that year. King Ferdinand
dciated the throne in favour of his
Crown Prince Boris, on October
and immediately left for Vienna.
first decree signed by the new
was that demobilizing the Bulga
Army as called for by the armis
The Bulgarian Cabinet offered its
signation to King Boris, who howe
requested their retention of portfol
Following the reinstatement of
Cabinet, came an order for all Germ

Bulgaria within the month, and by
10th October the enemy exodus N
been almost completed. The effd

apparent and panic prevailed in

‘the Western front sounded the “Cease
Fire.”

Bulgaria’s Surrender.

In September the Allied forces be-

‘pPéven by

into Albania, A week after the oy heing, as inthe case of Bul-

Vgles, the princils

4 4n British hands, Turkey’s pow-
vancing by way of Veles, the adva !

R With Roumania and Southernf

the German Staff to send help.in §g

if, and there was

surrenff

Austro-Bulgarians and Turks to lefB

end, viz. that of

-surrender Was only a matter of day

»
the surrender of Tur-
o the evening of October 30, the

unconditional. | Thus came to
id the five hundred year old Em-
of the Ottoman 4n Europe. The
iré of Aleppo by General Allen-
jhd thdt of the whole Turkish
¥ on the Tigris, in Mesopotami
gnéral Marshall, proved more
gl, arguments for peace than
guns of the German Goeben,
jélig Constantinople, did against
rkey was compelled to yield
gh overwhelming military de-
and thus was avenged the im-
dead of Gallipoli. The terms
g armistice, whi¢h were full and
plete, need not be detailed here.
® it to say that they left not
i of hope to Turkish amBitions.
Palestine, Syria and Mesopo-

JHurope was smashed beyond
The Bulgarian col!aﬁse, so

kly fellowed by the surrender of
ey, enabled the Allies tq resume

#a, thds joining hands with Ser- |
afd Ttaly, amd after Austria’s
eiRg t0 an armistice a
was fettered around Germany,

ultimately decided her sur-
ef. The fate of Turkey, “the sick
of Burope,” .will 'be reserved for
Peaee Conference to settle, but
r again will that decrepit Empire
mitted to occupy the position

1‘
|
urépean affairs that it once held. !
|
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ustria’s Surrender, |

Bg October month, Austrian af- ;
Bad become confusing beyond '
witnessed for |
écond time in the war the sm—l‘
spectdcle of an Empire dissolv-
before the eyes of the world. The |
pburg dynasty was tottering and |
Dual Empire crumbling. In addi- f
to freeing Serbia and Montenegro |
opening the door to Roumania, the
arian surrender had also freed |
hia and went far towards releas-
Bosaia and Herzegovina from
rian demination. The Southern

Slovian independence,
g Czechs and Slovaks had follow-
it. Austrian Poland and Galicia |
seething with revolutionary fer- |
; and Hungary had proclaimed |
dependence, and there remained
pne thought to those Austrianized
pans and that was to seek the
pction of Germany and by so do~ |
pvoid the vengeance coming from
races which had at last thrown '
in a shattered condition,
s of servitude, and recognized
he Allies, would speak with Aus-
Hungaryat the peace board,not as
beérs of a suzerainty, but
ns.
pplementing the break-up of Aus- |
was the sudden stroke of General
the Italian Commander-in-Chief
ct. 24 and 25 directed against the
rian lines ‘in the Monte Grappa
n, between the Brenta and Piave !
8, while a British division at-;
pd along the lower 'Piave and a
ch unit teok Monte Seisemol on |
siago Plateau, By the 30th, the
hns had eaptured Monte Grappa
weré driving the Austrians back
th‘e whole front extending from |
{ The Americans
time
Brenta

the

as free

Alps to the sea.
d Infantry) were at
pg an active part in the

this

appa the armies of the enemy
mudicaiion with those 1n
hs, and the result was hat
ht safely in flight. DBy Nov
Austrian Southern Army

rout and Lts pursuing Ita
ro¢sed the Livenza River, inflict-
erribhle losses on the inv: as
retreated, the Austrian dead- lit-
g 2 line seventy miies Iong. Thus
sifigle week the Italians had
bt the enemy ont of Northern It-
had entered Trent in the Alps
Trieste on the Adriatie. Such an
jevable disaster ctould have but
the dissolution

he Dua! Empire, and with revolu~
rifé everywhere, there was nq!‘
[native but to seek terms from the |
rious Allies, and on Oet. 27th the
eror Charles received in audiencei
ht Julian Andrassy, Foreign Min- |
, and Professor Laminasch, Pre-
, the latter Being instructed to
“a “Ministry of liguidation” com-
d of impartial officers, whose du-
as to bring about a speedy peace
arrange for certain Governmental
fers. On Oct. 80 a duly accredit-
hilitary party, under a white flag,
pached the Italian trenches. This
was aceompanied by naval re-
pntatives and others belonging to
us state bodies. Next day they
taken in motor cars to the head-
ers'of General Diaz. Following
ustomary preliminary pour par-
‘and the efeharge of telegrams
‘the Versailles War Council, af
lice was agreed to on Nov. 3 the
to go, into effeet.at 3 a'glock p.m.
ov. 4th. Thus Aushjla-fHungary,
biggest et Germany’s allies, was
hird and last to surreader ax{d
). Much anger was caused in th
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of Bulgaria’s surrender weore at ofpn fighting. With the fall of Mon- | oth. when

was sunk 4

the | key and Austria, whose further bough® mountains were cut off from ' . .

and egres
and subseq
emy to wit
water crail
This had t
number of
rigks, for i
sub method
disclosed,
great mine
extent of
miles, th
found secre
business it
gate it safd
on Zeebrug
told and ret

i its retelling

er fail to t
who love t
cept for a 1
Navy’s par
that of poli
of which
felt too thaf
of caution
lico was no
and traditic
retirement,
bases and if
deneée of a
and the nevw
‘cheers from
world: Thei
thé spirit of
ter the galla
~channéls, th
It was & rep|
of Nelson at
‘man Hewitt’
gunsg'in the
eyés of the
to ‘the purpq
stopper iato
! tained the W

\.




