A+ AN

3

*

Tuk HURON S1GN AL, FRIDAY JAN. 27, i882.

ke

THE HURON SIGNAL

18 published every Friday Morning, by Mc
GILLICUDDY BROS., at their Offioe, Norsi St
(off the Square)

GODERICH. ONTARIO.

And is despatched to all parts of the surround-
ing country by the earliest llng—llcnln.
y general admission it has .lnmoue'b-
Do.countEy. and 18 0ne o€ iy Bactst, Beweeet
e country, an 8 one n
and most reliable &:‘r‘h in Ontario
. dbeimzf .:dgti‘l’v.?“'totle.ho  first-clase
a ng in on Vi
amily & o o’ therefo

family and fi re &
moset desirable ad ng mediuwm.

TERMS.—$1.50 in advan ponaa- pre-paid
b ubl(si:;.r-;.l.u if palg‘i»eton x months ;
‘%l if not so paid. . This rule will be strictly
enfo

RATES OF ADVERTISING, —Eight ts
one for first insertion ; three cents m.Fne }o):
eachsubsequentinsertion. Y 3 -yearly
and quarterly contsacts at red rates.
JOR PRINTING.~ Ve have alsoa first-class
,}obbing department in connection, and possess-
ng the most complete out-fit and best facilities
for turning out work in Goderich, are prepared
to do business in that line at prices that cannot
be beaten, and of a quality that cannot .be
surpassed.— T'erms Cash.

& = D D

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 1881.

GUR NEW WARDEN.

On Tuesday last MY/ Fred W. John-
eton was elected Warden of the County
of Huron. The vote stood 25 to 21 in
favor of Mr. Johnston, against Mr.
Hardy, the able Reeve of Exeter. In
justice to Mr. Hardy,we must state that
he put forth no effort to secure his elec-
tion—in fuct, he strenuounsly -opposed
his nonfination, asked for its with-
drawal several times, and nominated,
and voted for Mr. Johnston. Notwith-
standing the circumstances above enum-
erated. Mr. Hardy came Within four of
his opponent. Mr. Johuston has got
the Wardenship. He got it in response
to begging and pleading, such asa man
of sturdy :independence would not be
guilty of;'nyd ‘K is Ufider deep ohliga-
tion to the fwenty-four Cbhncillots who
elected him, although they knew that
Mr. Hardy was far superior to himin
every respect. In his first utteranee, he
gave the membets to’ understand that he
would revive that relic of municipal
dark ages—the Warden's supper.  The
Warden's supper is usually the big
drunk of the year. It was manfully set
aside by Mr. Kaine last year, at the in-
stance of Mr. Graham. Now it is going
to be resuscitated by Mr. Johnston.
There's a Conservative reagtion for you.
We will look for other retregressive
of Warden

neasures under the regime

Johnston.
Mr. Johnston and his friends now

boast that he would not have been elect-
ed - Warden but for the opposition of
Tue SieNaL to his candidature. For
the sake of ;\rgumcnt’vyvc will grant this
contention; but what does it prove’ Only
what Tie S16yaL stated in reference to
‘Mr.Johnston— that he was not a suitable
man for the position, and that there
were far more deserving men in the
County Council.  When Mr. Johnston
Inmni—hv couldn th: elected on hismerits,
he posed as a martyr before his fellows,
and when he could not overcome their
better judgment, he appealed to their
sympathy withtearfuleyes. What thebet-
ter judzmentof the Conservative Council-

lors would not allow them todo,theirsym- [ and he thought the matter should not!

pathics dil. Now, will Mr. Johnston tell

hie friends whether hie was elected on
his mgyits, or was his election caused by
the so-called**martvrdom”in the columns

of Tue

Warden.
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Guriteav, after a protracted trial, dar-

ne which he has o Unded the ]lrn;-lil“_\‘
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' A SOUND SPEECH.
The Member for West Hurcn in
the Legislature.

Able Advecacy of Ontarie’s Rights—The
Streamis’ Bill and the BoundaryAward
Member for Glengarry Criticized—
Hard Nuts for the Tories to Crack.

We are able to lay before our readers
the following very full and accurate re-
port of the recent powerful speech made
in the Ontario Legislature by Col. Ross,
during the debate on the Address. The
speech has been highly commended,
even the Mail admitting it to be an able
one, Those who would like to get at
the ‘‘true inwardness” of the Boundary
Award should read it. The ground
taken by Mr. Ross is impregnable, and
he will be supported in hi§ views of that
\ important question by the ballots «of a
| large majority of his coustituents.
|  MR. Ross said there were two subjects
(in the Speech from the Throne, that
{ overshadowed all others, and the re-
marks of all previous speakers had been
mainly directed to them, but before pro-
ceeding to deal with them, he would
take occasion to express his satisfaction,
that the Government had now determin-
ed to wait no longer fyr the final settle-
ment of the accounts between the De-
minion and the Province begfore making
the destribution of the Land Improve-
ment Fuad, and had announeed their
determination to pay over to the muni-
cipalities the amounts to which which
they were entitled. There were plenty
of funds in the Provincial treasury. to
enable thewn to do so, and the ultimate
repayment by the Dominion Govern-
ment was assured, _

There was another matter that hon.
gentlemen opposite were endeavoring
to make a little capital out of —the
Mercer escheat case—in which_the 8y-
preme Court has held, tM pro
escheated for want of heirs' should go'
the Dominion Government instead of
to the Provincial. It was'very much to
be regretted that the majority of that
court had comp to :that evnélusion
against the opinion of the Chief Justice
and Senior Judge, not so much on ac-
count of the Mercer estate, but that if

their déeision was upheld by the Privy
Council the Dominion and 10t the Pro-
vince would be entitled to such estates

in future. The Attorney General was
fully justified in appealing to the Privy
Council. Hon. gentlemen opposite said
that if the case went against the Pro-
vince, we would have tv refund to the
Dominion the amount expended by the
Province for the Mercer Reformatory
and the Eye and Ear Infirmary. He
did not believe anything of the kind.
The purposes for which the money was
expended were so laudable, and de-
serving that the Dominion Governmeut
could not. do otherwise than confirn
them. He desired to refer briefly to
the more important questions mentioned
in the speech, the discussion of which
had occupied so far. so large a share of
the attention of hon, members, and he
did so, as a layman, with considerable
trepidation, from the fact that the mem-
ber for Glengarry, in his speech on a
previous evening, had expressed the
the hope that the discussion on the con-
stitutional questions now before
House would be left to the lesal mem-
bers.

Mr. Macmaster roge to a point of or-
der. He had already explained that he
made no such statement in his speech.

{azain be referred to.

Ir. Ross said he was ¢lad the Lon.
}zn-mlom:m had  on smature  refleétion
| backed out of the position he had taken

theother night. Thehon. gentleman wasa
speaker of great o ney and eloquence,

and on this oceasion as on others he
had no doubt wed his volubility to
carry him in advance of lis thouchts

and his judgment. There was no doubt

that he iade use of. the expuessions at-

tribated to Lim In addit ;ex
piessing he hope that the Ja)
| Wo ild leave the se constitutional Hes-

Ha |
tions for the legal men to deal with, he

promiged that the legal member would
leave the lay questions to e dealt with
hy the laymen, Clicers,) He Mr.
Ross) would, however, with the hon

ventleman’s gracions permission, procee
some weighty opinions of
stitutional authorities, which he tho

to give

"the hon, gentleman wounld accopt
respe and tirst he would read
utterances of a ventleman who
to bheao great  constitutional au
el wl «h a
the Lon. member f Glengary
not dispute.  He would read f
asticle in the Owen Sound
cheers and  laughter, cdited
conducted Liv the hon memhery

Creiglhiton,
1
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terupilons 1 members, an
arvticle on the disallowance of the Strean
Ll in that paper, in which the writer
; gl condemning the passase of the
Liil as an ‘nee. with  private
aght the vetoing of that
frauszhit with crave consti-
consequences,. He Mr. Ross

e views expressed in that a

vl with h
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opinions  of one who -

laughter) hasa repu
natitutional authority ne

the |

e s |
llhe whole British Ewmpire, an suihority

{ which all will conceede to by superior to
[that of the hon member for Glengarry
himszif— I vefer to Mr. Todd— In his
work on Parhamentary i.overnment in
the British colonies after dealing ex-
haustively with the whole question
of Imperial coutivl in colominl nat-
ters, and Dowiuion  control i1 Pro-
vincial matters, he sums up thus
‘‘ We have already seen that 'in . the col-
‘‘ onies entrusted with responsible gov-
ernment, the Royal veto upon legisla-
'1on 18 nuw exercised only withim cer-
‘ tain prescribed or easily ascertained
* limits, and that 1no mere calculations
** of political expediency, or difference
* of opinion in regard to the policy of a
‘ colonial eunactment, would suffice to
‘“ induce the Crown to veto the same,
** provided only it was within the legis-
‘“ Iative competency of the eolony, and
‘* did not injuriously affert the interests
** of other partsof theempire.” Asimilar
restraint has beea observed by the
| Dominion Government in its eontrol
‘* over provincial legislation delesated to
‘‘ them by the Imperial Parlinment.”
Now no owe..will contend that the
Streams Bill was not clearly within the

“

“

““

to deal with, and he would call the at-
tention of the House to Mr. Todd's
statement that no mere caleulations of
political expediency was a sufficient reas-

reasons than political expediency, and
under pressure of political influence, that
this bill was disallowed (Hwar., hear.)
In 1877 the Legislature of Prince Ed-
ward Island passed an Act respecting
public schools, to which the Roman

exception, and appealed through their
bishop to the Deminion authorities for
ite disallowance. The then ‘Minister of
Justice, Chief Justice Fournier ina care-
fal review of the caze, refused to inter-
fere,and although admitting that some of
the provisions of the act appeared to he
spvere and somewhat arbitfafy, and re-
commending that the attention of the
Lientenant Governdr should be called to
them to consider the expediency of cer-
tain amendments thereto the Minister of
Justice was nevertheless of opinion that
the aet should be left to' its npemtiur',
and ‘‘that it was not proper for the
‘‘ federal authority to attempt to ih-
*‘ terfere with the details or " ac
‘“cessories - of a measure of - the
‘“ local legislature the principles and ob-
‘* jects of which are entirely within their
province.” (Hear, hear). This was
good constitptional law, and the position
taken by Mr. Fournier was the same
Bositiun that was taken by Sir John Me-
{ Donald on several occasions. Hon.
{ gentlemen had an unbounded faith in
{ Sir John, and claimed that he was the
| greatest constitutional lawyer in the Do-
{minion.  His abilities as a’ statesman
|and constitutional lawyer he (Mr. Ross)
would not deny. Before leaving this
sabject he would read some of Sir John
| McDor.ald’s utterances on this subject,
{and thought he would be able to show
| that his action in vetoing this bill, and
| the position taken by hon. gentlemen
opposite in support of that veto, was di-

| rectly opposed to the position formerly

taken by that gentleman. He would
{ however, before proceeding to quota Sir.

{ John, give hon. gentlemen some further
Todd’s work he
'said ‘‘Pursuant to the 92nd section of
the British North America Act, these
‘“ local legislatures possess powers of | the ¢
{ *¢ legislation as complete and absolute, | classes of causes only which I have just | mount to their allegiance to their Pro-
“ within their exclusive jurisdition; as | quoted. or E

‘quumtinns from Mr,

1 “* those enjoyed by the Dominion Par-

spheres.” (Hear). Hon. centlemien had
quoted speeches of the Hon. Mr. Me-

| Kenzie and the Hon. George Brown, to|ground was the Dominion Governwent

show that it was intended that the Pro-
vinces should concede their rights in en-

tering into confederation, but Mr. Todd |

vheld *‘that the rights of local s gOv-
‘“ ernment heretofore conceded to the
¢ several Provinces of the Doini ar

‘ot in any wise impai
‘ing entered i
* that no infring
* which would be variance with
* stitutiona! usage, or with the lite:
* action previously enjoyed by
* vinces, when under the dircet c
* of the Imperial Governmment would be
* justitiable on the part of the dominion
¢ executive.” Applause). - The hon
member for Glengarry had denied the
rights of this legislature to interfere with
rights of private property, and was very
indignant because his argument receive:d
a check by his (Mr. Ross') refercnce
the Goodhue Act, in which this levisl:
ture under Sanfield McDonald m
took to override the dispositin of a

red by th
a federal cor
ment upon th

man’s property under his will, and t.|

dealwith it in a different manner than he
desired,
thien, but Sir John refused to interfere,
Recourse was had to the courts to Ce-
clare that act uncomstitutionz]l.. Let s

see what the judges said on that

He would read what was said by
cellor Spragee in rendering judgment:
‘T take it to be that under Confeder:

we have had a federal and not a \
tive union; that to the Provinecial Legis-
lature 18 ecorumitted the p
late within o range of su

wer to oo

Jects, lnae

limited, but within  these preseribd |
Innits the richt of the Legislature is ab;
solnte, Mr. Justice Strong said: - **As
to the power to pass Acts afl n
that the Legislature has that 1w
cases to the same unlimite
as the Imperial Parliament

{nited
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Act was not such a case. They took!

wity-of -communicating=to_the Ontario

an authority wa constitutional authority
which hon. gentlemen opposite were
bound tu accept, though he feared they
were like the fanily of the rvich man in
the parable, they were so confirmed in
their evil ways, and in their unbelief,
that even an angel froi heaven, or one
from the dead could not persuade them
to believe and repent. (Laughter.) The
authority he was about to quote, if not
yet an aneel, had notlong ago snnounced
his expection of being one.  (Laughter.)
In 1871 an Act was passed by the Legis-

the Common Schools of that Province.
The Legislature was petitioned by the
Roman Catholic inhabitauts of the Pro-
vince not to pass the Bill, claiming that
it would he unjost and an infringement
on thew rights. The Act was, however,
puassed, and the-Roman Catholic Bishops

** liament or even by the Parliament of | not be denied.
** the Mother Country in their respective | the legal right of veto.

The veto power was invoked | st

and people, sent numerous petitions to
{the Dowinion govermment praying that
| the act might he disallowed, as being an

lenjoyed as a religious demonstration at
{the time of confederation. But Sir

{John Macedonald, then Minister of Jus- [ had the declaration of the leader of hon. | e disappointed in this,
]tice (1872), took the ground that the | gentlemen opposite, that theconstitution | friends opposite would see the
on for the exercise of the veto power, ;'Legislnture possessed exelusive powers | could not survive the W'_'NlCh that would ! t1,0 Provineial intergsts involy
because it was undoubtedly for no other | with regard to educational matters, and | be given it, if the Dominion authovitics

he advised the Govenor’General that he
had noright to interfere and to allow
the Act to go into operation. This mat-

the Crown, they reported that the Min-
ister of Justice was quite right, that the

the Scheol Act, and it was, theréfore, no
caseforDominioninterference. (A pplause. )
In the debate on the subject which tuok
place in the House of Commons Sir John
Macdonald spoke as follows:—The hon,
gentleman (Mr. ‘Anglin). had compli-
mented the Dominion Government to” a
certain extent on the absence from all
interference in the actions of the Local
Legislatures since Confederation. As
| the afficer primarily responsible on such
| subjects he could only say that he had
| taken uniform care to intertere in no
way whatever with any Act passed by
any of the Provincial Legislatures if they
were within the scope of their jurisdic-
tion. There were only two cases, in his
opinion, in which the Government of the
Dominionu was justified in advising the
disallowance of a local Act—first, if the
Act was unconstutional, and there had
been an excess of jurisdiction, and sec-
ond, if it was injurious to the interests
of the whole Dominion. (Loud ap-
plause.) In the report of Sir John Me-
Donald to the Governor in. Council in
1868. And which was transmitted
to the Provincial Governments ac the
limits within which the Dominion power
of veto could e constitutionally exer-
cised, these limits more confined to the
four following classes viz.: 1st. as being
altogether illegal or unconstitutional.
2nd. As being illegal or unconstitutional
only in part. 3rd. In cases of concur-
rent jurisdiction, as clashing with the
legislation of the Dominion Parliament.
4th. As affecting the interests of the
Dominion generally. The Streams bill
comes within none of these heads, but
Sir John after three years further ex-
perience of the working of the federal
system, sees no ground for enlarging the
veto power of the Dominion, but linits
cercise of that power to the two

Gentlemen opposite, Mr. Ross
| continued, say that the right of veto can-
But no one did deny
Th\‘ Gquestion
| was, is this a constitutiona! exercise of
'that power ? (Hear, Lhear.) Upon what

warranted in interféring with the
| Streams Act. Did it come within any
of the definitions laid down by Sir John

either in his report of 1265 or in his |

speech in 1871.  No one has contended
that it was unconstitutional o in excess
of our jurisdiction. Neither can it bhe
contended that it was injurious to the
interests of the whole Domini The

r ground that hon. centlemen «

15 that
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McLaren was i
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ing all that time they took no opporiu- l

Government their intention of vetoing | ; :
the Act. He would now praceed to cite | waz Gone in the face of the protects of a | the hon. gentloswn that if the Ontario’

ter, being referred to the law officers Uf'

Houge of

[ with their 1equest.  (Applausa).

large number of Roman  Catholies, in
|the face of a resolution of a majority of
the House of Comwons, ina case in
{ which the rights of the whole Catholic
Ipnpulutmn of New Brunswick, were
affectes!, but notwithstanding their ur-
gent and earncst representation, his cou-
stitutional objection to the interferenc-
| with provineial legisiation was so strong,
| that he declined even to obey the wishes
'of the Parliament hLe presided over.
| Yet when one influential and wealthy
supporter asks his consent to the veto of

{the rights of nobmly but that supporter
| himself, he was ready at once to sacritice
| his constitutional principles (Applanse)
Who,the hon. gentleman continued, were
| guilty of the treason now.  Tne ‘wiench
"to the Constitution had been given, and
!apparently with the full concurrence of
hon. gentlemen opposite. It was said
| that they were raising bugbears, but he
! would eay, touching this grave consti

legislative competency of this Province | infringement upon the rights which they | tutional question,” that the Constitution

| was in danger, and the existence of vur
I great confederation imperilled, anl they

|presumed thus to interfere, with the os-
tablished rights of the Provinees, Deu-
GIengarry (Mr. McMaster) for having,
‘and he a laywan, presumed to touch
upon a legal and gonstitutional subject

Catholics of the Province took strony | Legislature was quite competent to. pass | he would conclude his remarks upon

this questicn (Loud applause). ;

l Mr. Fraser—And for a layman' the
{hon. gentleman has done exceedingly
"well.

) Mr. Ross proceeded to deal with the
| matter of the Boundary award. He
i said, not since confederation kad there
been aquestion upon whichithehoovesthe
! peopleof Ontarioto stand together firmlv,
| shoulder to shoulder, in assertion of the
| rights of the Province, than upon tlus
| question of the worthern -and western
| boandaries. ~ All political diferences
should be laid aside, and the voice of
this Assembly, the voice of Ontario, in

tinct and tmequivocal utterance, should
be unitedly raised, and the Dominion
authorities plainly and emphatically told
that Ontario will stand as one man in
defence of her rights of territory.
| (Cheers." He was, however, deeply
grieved to see, that while Ontario’s re-
presentatives sitting in this House on
the left of the speaker, have felt con-
stained by a regard. for public epinion,
nominally to record their votes for the
motions of prote<t, which the Attorney
(General had felt it his duty, as the re-
| sponsible guardian of the right of the
Province to have placed on record on
[our journals, yet the effect which
| those votes should have had as the un
[animous protest of Ontario, had been
| weakemed and rendered ineffective, by
Ethe apologectiz utterances of hon. gon
| tlemen opposite for their friends at Otta
wa, and the half-hearted, nay, evi-
dently reluctant manner in which those

| votes have been given., (Hear, hear.
{ They said they were prepared to stand
[by the rights of the Province Bat
they coupled that stutement w t!
declaration that they considered their

allegiance to the Dominion was para
1
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that their

| vince. Nay, the hon. member
[ Grey had. boldly dec
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{ political alle t chiefs at
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virtually an invitation ‘o the Ottawa
Government pay resard to the
{ rights of this Provinee or respect its tep
ritory 7 Was it not cquivalent to <y

[ing: never mind our recorded votea,

sacrifice Ontario’s interests to your ju
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Comuwons  that the statutes '
months to consider the matter, and dur- | sought o Le aisallowed, wers within the ' plause, )
cownpetence of the provineial legislature, |
and that be was not prepaved to comply | ‘
That | gard to Ontario-interests,

Iuing the pardon of the hon. member for!

all its earnestness and power, with dis- |

——
played hy his leaders at Ottawa, (Ap-
Did the hou. gentleman mean

by that, un‘crtlf‘ to hiiae an the unpatri-
otic course Sie Johu w s Pursuing in re-

LEet him te;‘*

 Opposition desires to receive that con-
sideration which they are entitled to
from Sir John, and which for Ontario's
interests he would wish them to Ppossese,
it is not by ceutle hints as to Siv John's
hostile attitude to this provivee that it
will be obtained, but by holdty “‘sneaking
out in meeting” and plyinly telling him,
that while in wliticd sy ahy with

!xim. on ]‘nmin:nn‘ qu us, the vital
interests of Onfario paratnount to
political allegianes, and that in  the

| course he is pursiing in resird to this

lature of New Brunswick in relation to the Streams Bill, a biil which attected | boundary qaestiomn, he will alienate from

him every Conservitive in the Provinee.
Lot him speak out une ivocally oo this
question, and he will receive. far more
comsideration from Sir-John, aml may
!hrin; back to a sense of duty, the re-
| ereant member: of Outario in the Do-
[ wnion Honse, who have hasaly sapport-
{ ed the apoiliation of their own Provinece.
' SirJohn seems to be acting as if he was
eonfident Le conld et upn the sup-

Ppott of hioa, gentlennen opbpsite, Do
fmarter haw he trannles on Provineial
{rights,  He sincerely trusted he would
He trusted our

avity of

d, and

not only record their protest avainst the
action of the ”urnllniul} Government but

[back it up by wwmply  outspoken
words  that will F g DO mis-
construction, Our $ . upposite

tlu M a vreat [ower f-'rl‘ sodi or t‘vil to
'the Provinee on this question. A firm

| and determined attitude on thewr part,
a cordial and open co-operation—not
| merely in form but in reality—with the
Attorney General in the assertion of our
| rights, will secure what we justly claim.
| While 2 half-hearted and timid acqui-
esence, made in ‘such a way as to con:
vey the impression that their party
allegiance will not be Jlessened, even if
{ our rights are denied, will but confirm
our despoilers in their course of insult
and aggression, and precipitate a conflict
that would, he verily believed, be fatal
o our promising confederation, (Hear,
| hear.)  In urging them to this course,
| he was urging them to a course in their
|own interests as a party. if he were
| only looking to a party advantage, he
would like nothing better than that they
| should continue in the course they seem
to be fatuously pursuing, because he
| had too much faith in the independence
and manhood of the clectors of Ontario
to believe that they will not spurn with
indignation, that representative who
should fail, with all his power and voice,
to uphold the rights of his Province
against her her attempted spoilation at
theinstigationofa jealous riva (Cheers.)
Hon, gentlemen opposite say that none
of our territory has been taken, that
houndaries are just where the
Courts and the Privy Council may de-
cide them to be, and that if we have oc-
cupied more than we were legallv' en-
titled to it is but just that it should be
taken from us.  But it was just because
there were different opinions as to where
these boundaries should be, that there
s an arbitration at all. If there was
no legal doubt as to these boundaries,
there would be no digpute.  There were
Imt two courses open by which to deter-
mine this matter, an appeal to the Courts
nd the Privy Council, involving end-
less delays and costg, or an arbitration.
The latter was  chosen. Both  the
Disinion and  Provineial Government
agreed to the arbitration, they appoint-
ed an arbitrator. they concurred iu the
appointment of the umpire, the House

our

of Commons voted the money necessary

vay the cost of the rbference, and
they passed an order in Council agree-
ing to be bound by the award. Tt was

clear they were as fully commitied to
the arbitration as was Ontario, and were
v limor bound  to ide l} the deci-
. That decision was an unanimous
award, and their course in now repu-

diating 1t was cowardly and w prece
dented,  He would admiz, that if it

uld he shown that there was any
fraud, gross partiality or con-
aict on the part of the arbitrators, or
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ability was unsurpassed
Sir Francis Hiucls,
of the Dominion

statesman  of
lons and Jarse « Lpericiice, for years a
col gue of Sir Johu's in the Govern-
ment both of United inada and the

Daminion, a man in every way ciinent
iv-qualified to represent the Dominion

Pthis kind,

Luestion The third,
¢ m tween these two, was Sir
L the British minister at
Waslin i whon as an impartial
judize no hetter wan conld be chosen.
We v i pullie statement of Sir
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Hon Mr. MeDougall said in this House
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