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In the World of Amusement
General Gossip I

I ied experience has fitted him to judge j 
i upon the subject without bias. And it ; 
j was no less n person than Mr. Thomas, ! 
j who, at a recent meeting of the Actors’ 
i Society, bravely proclaimed: ‘‘The stage 

is more important to civilization than 
the church.”

We are glad to give our concurrence 
lie re. We believe that the gerat major
ity of Americans so believe. We beg to 
submit this addenda to Mr. Thomas’ as
sertion : We believe the time is coming 
when theology will be based upon actual 
human experience rather than the sup
positional experience of Divinity.

We may be wrong. We are not above 
that. But we believe that history will 
sustain as in the statement that when
soever the church lias been the para
mount influence, civilization lias camped.

and where 
the physical 

foi ees cannot sleep.—-d'hieago Show 
World.

l

The country is suffering from a severe 
case of vaudeville and pictures. Each 
day multiplies the number of houses ad- 
vd to this form of amusement. Some 
ol these are new theatres, but for the 
most part they are those which in other 
seasons were devited to ‘‘legitimate” en
tertainment.

Vaudeville managers are naturally 
gratified at this condition of affairs.
There is no other foot.light amusement 
which can be operated at so little ex-

The present vogue is developing a new 
form of vaudeville—the travelling font i The ’stajte «tîrV'the mentalitv 

■'* l™'l 't '»• f»r ‘he "">sl pari. | „lplltaMtv * active. t 
a new form of vaudeville for the larger ‘

Years ago Col. Hopkins had his Trans 
Oeeanics—-an organization" of vaudevil- 
lians : the second form w-*s the burlesque 
company, in which the numbers of the 
vaudeville portion of the bill, or “olio,” . -
became members of the cast of a closing I 111 . u‘ v?r.V *ronl rank of oratorio and 
ensemble. But the small towns be,-ame !.recita! angers. Wherever he appeared, 
wearv of the traveling vaudeville -how | l< Was w,th ,he greatest possible suç
ai,d it practical!v went out of existence. t CPbs He has *UnR for thp N>w Y°rk Or-

It ha, remained for William Morris to | ator,a 1’he AP°n° C,u> ”f rhi'
revive it. His experiment with a “show \he Ceciha Society of Boston,
headed by Harry Under proved so high ! th* Ce"t"py £lub of ®uffaI°- th<* 
ly successful that The White Ituts have j m ?n 11J Memphis, and many
begun organizing traveling companies ?:herf‘ “fJhas 8Un* tbe tenor parts of
vith artists and picture-, and “l.-giti Children’s Crusade,” “Messiah,
mate” trircuit ma nag rs are coming to _ V8 , A minus. Hymn of
their aid with offers of houses. ' 1 ra,8r' ““«rtyr of Antioch. “Sam-

Whether the experiment now being | son and Delilah. “Creation,” and 
made by the White Kata proves finally | Judaf' Maocabaeus,' besides these 
successful or not remains to be seen, but I "ork-s he has given many recital pro- 
a majority of• the individual members of gra,»iinmes, made up of numbers by the 
the order are to he complimented u|»on j P68*. American, English, German and 
,k« iA«iir ,i...« .re, i... ..... i, i..,H I Italian composers. The Harmonic So-

Mr. Frank Ormsby, the tenor has fill
ed many important engagements last 
season, winning for himself a position

of wonderful ability, and have an artis
tic offering that will be thoroughly ap
preciated by those who enjoy real high- 
class entertainment. The violinist plays 
classical numbers with the softness and 
deftness of n master and one of them 
is very clever with the guitar.

The Bootblack (Quartette. singers, 
dancers and comedians, will be seen in a 
bright and amusing number. This is one 
of the best known singing organizations 
on the Keith-Proctor circuit.

A musical skit. "Five Minutes I>ate." 
will l>e presented by Burt, Kern and Ir
win, a trio of musicians and comedians.

Jennings and Renfrew will be remem
bered by many for the bit they scored 
1 he first season at the Savoy. They are 
clever parodies and their material is al
ways original, because it is of their own 
cnmnositicn.

Elgar Choir

the loyalty they are displaying. It ha; 
been conclusively shown where members 
of the order have refused high salaries 
to play for their “own” companies at an 
Inferior price.

For many years tJie devotees of the 
stage have been endeavoring to convince 
the public that their shrine wa1

piety is fortunate in securing an artist 
of such quality and of such varied ex
perience. Hamiltonians have too few op
portunities of hearing singers of this 
calibre and they should show their ap
preciation by turning out in large num
bers at the concert or, Feb. 23rd. Re

portant to civilization and | rogre>s as i sides hearing Mr. Ormslev. they will 
the pulpit. Discussions pro and eon have j ll(*ar a fine chorus, an excellent orches- 
m-eu pied the press : speakers and essav- ! *ra a,,d Mrs. J. F ask in McDonald and 
rets have argued the matter and both I but liven McDonald. The “Seasons” is
sides have claimed a victory more or less j jU8t f’ill of dramatic choruses, charm-
decisive. It has remained for one of our I ing solos, duets, trios and the orches- 
foremost playwrights- however, to come tration is full of dainty bits of melody,
boldly forward in defence of the stage There is not a particle of dry-as-dust
as a greater factor than the church in music in the work, nor is there a mom-

JENNINGS AND RENFREW, 
Parody artists at Bennett's next week.

of blank verse, and Miss Lasche should 
make a charming Juliet. The. cast of 
characters is as follows : Romeo, Joseph 
Selma u : Mercutio. Thaddeus Gray; 
Pari?, Campbell Stratton; t'apulct, Laxv- 
fence Barlivur ; Benvolio, Stuart Beebe;
Tybalt. Albert Tavernier Friar John,
Douglas Dum brille Peter
eon ; Friar I^aurem-i*. Mr Tavernier ;
Apothecary. Stuart Page to Par
is. Kathryn Shay; Lad) "apulel. Mi-s
Claudia Luca#; No se. Mi- - Eugenic Du
Bill- : .1 guest V ss Mildred Herman,
and Juliet. Misa 1- Ifrc.la Lasche.

Although Romeo •u room esti-
mation. is general! led as an in
tenor pail to that .f lulu t. it ha- been
played with great by many i li
t inguislu-d actors. Burrv.
mg lover" ol lin E iglish - tage. about a
.-entury agu. was niich u« mired in the
vhara«-t«-r. Mrs. i ibber. Mr- Siddons
and Fanny Kerahh won much of t heir

HILDA SPONG.
Who will be seen in “A Man and H is Mate,” at the Grand next Friday 

and Saturday.

the exertion of a <ix ilizmg influence over .
mankind.

Augustus Thoma- has bad a wide ex 
perience. He may ju-tly be termed the 
foremost American playwright. But that 
is a climax. It re worth while to fir-t 
consider some of the sc-ne-, preceding 1 
his rise. He is the son of a <t. I.<>Ui- 
physickm. He had a puhli, school edn 
cation and then served as a page boy of - 
the Forty-first Congres-, Then, for -i\ 
unr- lie was a railroad work r. I 
he w ent into, newspaper work. i :-ing r,. 
the position of editor all tin- l»-;ore lie 
b»*gan to write American plays for Am 
erican people. We belie\ ■ ’ 'n* (hi- x ai

ent when it isn't full of interest. To 
'•pen the programme the chorus will 
sing. “God Save the King,” “O Can
ada, by I.avallee. and the orchestra will 
play De Albert Ham s March Militaire 
“Canada,” which proved such a success 
at the tercentenary celebration in Que-

» me of the most talented child actress
es of the year is little Elsie Graves, who 
appeared recently at Her Majesty's thea
tre in London as “queen of the fairies” 
i» an elaborate production given bv 
tieerbohm Tire.

It was a strong cast. Ellen Terry, Stel
la Patrick Campbell, and Viola Tree be
ing among the women performers, but 
little Elsie made the hit of the piece. 
she danced with the most exquisite grace 
and read her lines with a genuine sense 
of humor.

She made such a hit with the audience 
that at the end of the performance Mr. 
Tree himsclt escorted her to the front 
of the stage and introduced her. Jt was 
her first performance, and London cri
tics declare they never saw a child give 
a more finished performance or one so 
full of promise.

fame by their performance <>f Juliet. 
Miss Maude Adams and Mi" Julia Mar
lowe have recently shown American 
audiences embodiments of the character, 
which in beauty, fidelity anil passionate 
earnestness have never been surpassed 
by any representative ol the part who 
have appeared in this country. Miss 
laischc should be exceptionally pleasing 
in this role. Mr. Sclman lias appeared 
many times as Romeo, and is particu
larly happy in the reading of blank

to come, to the bringing of tears, the 
tears to the eyes that ouitc too sel
dom xveep, and laughter to the lips that 
tar too seldom smile. In this act I 
Ikivc not so much invested money as 1 
have invested a taste for the beautiful, 
and a laxislnuent. of love for my work. 
The theatre is not •• devil’s playhouse; 
it is a work-4u>p that belongs to God. 
The stage setting in which I work en
gages several hours of my time. The 
color scheme of green and gold, with its 
drapery of sa tin and velvet, the furs and 
pillows, statuary and bric-a-brac and the 
bel ding of red and emerald lights com- 
[Mtse the furnishings of nty workshop 
wherein for the most part I spend my

The enterprise of thg- Elgar (..hoir cx- 
] ecutive. in arranging for two concerts 
| this season, has met with the heartv 
j approval <>f music-lovers, generouslv- 
| s.'8'npd subscription lists having been 
i handed in to the secretary this week, 
i l'lie second concert lias so 'far appealed 
j most h> the choir's patrons and the re- 
I served seats have been fully subscribed 
| ,l,r- This leaves the first night's con
i'ert. on February 17, as the only oppor- 
' 1 unity now open for others who desire 
j to hear the choir, and they should not 

fail to place their names on the lists 
I remaining open, and which can be found 
, nt the Nordlieinier and Anderson music 
I stores and the Conservatory of Music. 
i 1° admirers of choral song, no more de- 
| lightful programme could lie offered 
I than that being prepared for the Elgar 
(hoirs first night. There are fascin- 

■ ftting compositions by Mendelssohn,
1 Brahms. Verdi, Palestrina, Grechaninof, 

Bridge, R. S. Ambrose. Voght, Paul Am- 
| brose and MacDowell—and their per- 
I formative by the choir of 120 voices will 

bo a source of greatest pleasure to those 
who attend. The numbers include works 
for full choir, ladies’ voices and men's 
voices, giving a great variety of styles. 
Altogether, the programme is an ad
vance on former seasons’ converts, and 
should not be missed by lovers of re
fined part-singing. The choir will be 
assisted by the eminent New York bari
tone. Claude Cunningham, whose work is 
known to Hamiltonians. He sang the 
Elijah solos when that oratorio was 
given by the Centenary Church choir, 
and subsequently appeared in concert 
here, on both occasions creating much 
enthusiasm by his beautiful voice and 
expressive singing. His mimliers at the 
Elgar convert will be worthy of the oc
casion. The unsubscribed seats for the 
convert on February 17 will -doubtless 
be soon taken up. Now is the time to 
subscribe.

“THt THREE OF US,”
Which will be seen at the Grand on Monday.

j is very piquant and pretty, in tile big 
I green room w ith its flaring lights.

! “Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of the 
| plain” is the introductory line of Ive- 
I land's greatest poem. The deserted vil

lage has inspired many playwrights to 
take Ireland as the subject of their la 
hors, and in “Rory of the Hill,” which 
will be presented at the Grand next Wed 
nesdav matinee and night, the author 
still clings to its traditions. It is a 
comedy drama laid in the Emerald I-de, 
and introduces its auditors to the life 
and laughter of the land of the Sham
rock. Bernard Daly, the young actor- 
singer. heads the company engaged for 
the production of the play, and will sing 
a number of new songs. Seats will In* 
on sale on Monday.

" Laugliter-loving” and “mirth-com-

I the Royal Alexandra Theatre in Toron
to. Vheve the top price is one dollar. 
This js due to an arrangement the Shn- 
lierts. who book tin- theatre, have with 
Khiw A Erlanger, not t<> play any at
traction there at a higher scale.

"The Mervv Widow” company, which 
Henry W. Ravage is sending to the Grand 
the week after next, is the only light 
Optra organization on tour, besides “The 
Golden Butterfly." which carries a com
plete orchestra. Mr. Savage, who is 
recognized as the foremost American 
producer of light opera, has always in
dited on having the orchestral part of 
the programme as nearly perfect as pos 
sible. The orchestra of eighteen pieces, 
wliieli he will bring to this city, has been 
drafted from the membership of his fam
ous English grand opera orchestra. It 
rendered the haunting and alluring mel-

At the Grand

•'I lii-
will be tin- attraction 

l “Romeo and Juliet” at

Bartley Campbell’

that will foil* 
the Savoy.

Photographs of Mi" Mildred Herman 
will be given every lady who attends the 
souvenir matinee Tuesday next. The 
following Tuesday photograph- of Doug
las Dura brill i* will be given. Mr. Dum 
brille is a local boy. and has been doing 
consistently good work with this coi;>-

There lias been a great demand for 
photographs of Mi-- latsche and Mr. 
Selinan and the management will short
ly issue a series of photographs of these 
favorite- in their favorite character.

At Bennett's ~j
Theatregoers at Bennett’s next week 

will have an opportunity of seeing one 
of the most discussed sketches in vaude
ville, Edward Davis* latest offering, a 
tragedy playlet, entitled “All Rivers 
Meet «it Sea.” Mr. Davis, who left t be 
pulpit for the dramatic -tag,-. and later 
turned to vaudeville, was one of tin- first 
artists of note to successfully introduce 
the tragic element into vaudeville. His 
great sketch. “The 1*nma.sking,"" was 
presented over a thousand times in the 
varieties. Discussing his latest offering 
he said: "The tragic note is still domin 
ant. and I suppose whatever success may 
have come to me. will «lest i ne my efforts 
for days and days, and maybe for years

MR. ORMSBY,
Tenor soloist, who will be heard in 

the Harmonic Society concert.

I IiI*-. I am glad that it is beautiful for j 
j lbat which is beautiful is not far from , 
j the divine.”
1 The Fin- Miezekoff-Sajiders, Russian ■ 
j singers and whirlwind dancers will be | 
J an ini|nirtant attraction. This is said to 

In i lie liveliest singing and «lancing of- 
] nring of tin- season. The performers ! 
; wear neat costumes anil the act is elab- ! 
j i-ratciv staged. It is -aid to lie a regn 

lar whirl of «lash and action.
I "A Detective Detected” is the title of 
l the screamingly funny farce, in which | 

the Hickman Brothers will appear. It is I 
constructed along entirely original lines 

| ami is credited with being a iaugli- 
| provoking feature of exceptional merit, 
j l'in- Hickman Brothers are two of the 

best-known comedians in vaudeville, and 
1 although they have b«*en appearing in

1 vaudeville for several seasons, this will 
b- their fir-t visit to Hamilton.

Tin- Olivotti Troubadors are musicians

An excellent play is t«i be preivnU-tl .it 
the Grand on Monday night, when ‘Tin- 
Three of Vs” willl have its first pro- 
talion in Hamilton. Though its s«v 
are laid in a Western mining vamp, it 
is a high class drama of real life. The 
title originates from three <>f the princi
pal characters, Rhy Ma«-( hesney and her 
two young brothers. Vlvui and Üonnie, 
and it is around them the plot revolves. 
Rhy MacVhetney i- the mainstay of th>- 
family. .She is cheerful, hopeful, and 
level-headed, who hold- a mining claim 
•against the advices «if ln-r neighbors 
and the nagging persuasion of her worth
less brother. Clem. The story is a mo.-i 
interesting one, ail'd appeals to all 
cla>»es. The company presenting Du
play is headed by Miss Janet Waldorf, 
whose portrayal of Rhy MacChesney is 
said to be a delightful pi«*«-e of acting, 
and the other members of the cast give 
able assistance.

since "Salunibo” was produced "-.it the 
Metropolitan Opera House in New York 
it is said that no musical production 
has had such gorgeous artistic setting 
as the tliVee acts of “The Gulden BuiU-r- 
flv,” which will be seen at the Grand 
the week after next, with Grace Van 
M midiford. "Hie garden scene is aglow 
with soft color and sunshine, blue sky. 
green lawns and flowering hedges, a chat
eau with marble terraces leading down 
to tlie ultra-marine waters of the Dan
ube. on which th«- guests embark in 
gin I y decorated boats. 1 he Hungarian 
grape h m e-t is an artiMie triumph, and 
it i- tiue to nature in eolor and action.

(Continued from Page 11.)
Tin- masses ,,f foliage, silver, green aoJ 
brown, the great rhi-ters of purple, re.I 
ami golden grapes, the gax uued gowns 
of the girls and the picturesque eo- 
tumes of the men and the tinkling of the 
horses' bells a-» they are driven past with 
créai baskets jiil«-d high with grapes, and 
the singing of the harv -teri, is one of 
the most beautiful and unusual scenes 
ever offered the oublie. Toe second a«-t

WALTER HAMPDEN AND FRANK MILLS,
As Manson and the Vicar, respectively, in ‘‘The Servant in the House,** 

which is coming to the Grand.

At the Savoy
"itli the presentation next week of 

-Shakespeare -, great love tragedy, "Ro
meo and Juliet.” the Selman Company 
'•ill produce one of the most ambitious 
offerings it has attempted during its 
Hamilton engagement. The play will 
be «daborately staged ami eostuined and 
-hmild afford this talented organization 
amp!,, opportunity to display its ability. 
Rehearsals have lieen conducted *•. ith 
more than ordinary care under the di
rection of Lawrence Barbour, and the 
result should be a smooth and pleasing 

; performance. A clever interpretation of 
Who will apoear at the Savoy next j the title roles by Mr. Selman and Miss 

week as Mercutio in “Romeo I Lasche is assured. Mr. Selman is said 
»nd Juliet, ’ to have exceptional ability as a reader

THADDEUS GRAY,

HOCKMAN BROTHERS, 
eir novel comedy, “Detective Detected,” at next week.

have l*ec gix •n to the
ienne, K.i t hr yi . who xx ill- be
seen at tl ml short lx in her delight
fill come,Iv. ‘ the Night of the Play.”
Garbed ii her chilli of gold Direc
toire. w h ch is declared to b- the hand
somest l on the American stag
Mi-s Ost y xvin the ad
miration e fair -sex The play it

l- al me in th« field of high
coined x. icing

line
infinitely 

aughs. mo *1-1'

n atural" n
Whirl develop 

. than aux
in a perfectly 

coined x xx hi* ;.

i Kathryn rally e'exe vontedi' line."

1 i x an in tl. • II ou-c "'•which i-
U,--U by t he II MIX !:. \s- *ci:U,
1 Plavcr-. tlh s..v x Theatre. New
! Y.-ik. i- mix pla \ iu America m
1 of C'liri-t 
• is done i i a | feet spit

less to sax.Alu-
t of rex ei enc

'else ,t xx 
much les

>u!d
end

been tolerated 
t Ins been, bx

clergymei and th -atn-g .or- u; general
i This rein nk i' !,* drama ns been called

America" Pas-ion PI;' x. This désigna
Ition pro •ably i- de-v.x cd. as nothing

rlv a PI r“xil" ' Do- Pusri .i
Play of ( it! ever be per
milted if the !•:.! - Xnolh-
unprecedf ntc.l far. Il t 1. .-.•ecr of “Th
Servant Iluu-c" - that it xviii'
IhiIIi the 
«•lements.

relig on- and l ,c non rvligiau

! Ilildu p-mg III- I'tg’i *1. actress, xvl.
li«, bi-i-n * head o : ie Lyceum Th!ntro ( m, 1-a-ix :u N.-xv > nk for s- xe,

t.« Do* Gr. nJ ... xt Frid i.
rdav pi ix “A Mu.

j "nil >ii- XI •!.- ' The c » ui.iux s„ppor
I'»* »i- Sp-u g is a par
| one. gott •ii togrtlv*r es; cia’lv for D.
1 New Yoi No actress
! the Amer stage r?<-ei res <n miicn :

zincs ,iR Mis
• Spong. who is "tisid-rcd one of the un
1 brilliant tile footligh*

The fart that she is to play here at «loi
1 lar prices is ox ms t- lier engagement v

indies ni Dii- 'ini-1 --usai innally success- < 
fill uf all modem light opens during its 
recent triumphant run of eighteen weeks i 
at tin- Tnuuiiii Theatre. Boston. Tlie 
orchestra is under t lie direction of Au
gustus Barrett, tin- widely-known Eng
lish conductor.

The company which will present “The 
Merry Widow " in ibis city is the New 
^ ork production. It comes here almost 
direct from it- conquests m the Knited 

.ites. |t G hi-adisl h\ the fa-cinating 
\ u -in»—e prima donna. Lina Aharhanel,

»eialls had Boston at her feet 
tin- Min there That duo of

‘omed: > u-. O-vni Figman and John
-, il- -ii-o m.-miters of the vast, 
u - lisle- riiarle- Menkin6. Harold 
William ( . Wil-on. Anna Bussert 
irnlyn sp«lh‘> The entire scenic 
i"ii will he brought here intact.

OSCAfR HAMMERSTEIN,
The New York theatrical man.

Other Dramatic 
Matter on Page 51


