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GOVERNMENT-RAILWAYS IN.
NEW ZEALAND

Even In New Zealand, where they!
tave worked this government railway
problem ‘back and forth two or three
times, they are still having trouble
with: it. Saveral years ago, ewing' to
complaint somewhat ~simiiar to that
brevalemt jn Canada today against:di-
rect'government control, that advanced;
and enterprising state adopted the:
commission system, gave it a thorough
trial of five years, and then by a largen
magority of the popular vote aban-
donied it, returning to -the old system,
modified, however, by enlarging the
sxecutive power of the permanent of-
ficials and by the adoption of the prin-
riple that the government raillway
must not only pay operating expenses
but a three per cent. profit on the cap-
ital invested. It is this provision which
has aparently aroused dissatisfaction,
&s the people oflNew Zealand are firm-
ly wedded tq the it hat their rail-
ways should be managed rather with
the:object of providing the public with
the' best facilities possible, than with
the idea of .making them financially
suceessful,

The premier of New Zcaland is ap-
parently in hearty sympathy with this
ldea, judging from a recent spsech de-
live¥ed at Palmerston North, in the
oourse of whieh he stated: “We could,
if we desired, take 5 or 1) per cent,
oue’of ‘the' isers of the railways by a
stroke ‘of the pen, but I am confident
that ‘this would be a ruinous policy to
the country, as there is nothing that
doed s0 much 1o develop the interior
and, help our iydustris, either in the
country or city, and ‘ussist’ business
people in the towns,-as cheap means-of
locomotioh,” :

It is worthy of note that though New
Zealand is credited with the achieve-
ment of extracting 3 per cent. profit
from its railways, the most recent sta-
tistical returns indicate'that ‘even in
this * legislative: Utopfa goyerhments
are . -not ., above . practicing the
pentle - art of ' cooking . accoumnts,
It was in 1896 that the governmen$ -o-
barked upon its definite 3 per went.
policy, according to which agy excess
in the rate of the return on capital in-
vested, above the 3 per. cent., shall be
taken as warranting .further conces-
sions to the public in- the .form of. re-
duced rates and fares, or the provision
of adidtional facilities, to the value of
‘thel surplus. As this poliey’ was insti-,
tuted &t a time when the: average in-
terest charge:on the public: debt was:
well over 4 per cent., it is to be pre-
sumed that it was cleary recognized
what would be involved thereby. This
being the case, there would be now no
motive, were it not ‘for the fact that
the railways of the Dominion are fre-
quently held up as models for older
lamds to copy. The capital of the rail-
ways takes the form of money raised
by loan by the government.. Since the
interest on these loans is guaranteed,
the ‘capital is virtually in the form of
debenture stock, .at least to the extent
of the interest being a finst charge on
any excess of revenue over,working ex-
penses. At the ‘present Aime, Sir J. G.
‘Ward has stated in his speech at Palm-
erston North, the average rate of the
interest charge on the public debt is
£3 14s. 7d. per cent. This rate, on the
capital invested in open lines, means
an annual sum of £908,338, or, on the
capital invested in open and unopened
lineg, an amount of £997,220. These
sums, -therefore, - are actually required
to meet.the interest on the loans raised
for rallway capital, and as the excess
of revenue over working expenses only
amounts to £812,179, the so-called profit,
although considerably in excess of the
amount expected: to result from the
working of the 3 per cent. policy, is of
a very unsubstantial nature—in fact,
amounts to a deficit of little short of
£100,000 oh open lines, which the peo-
ple pay ‘ipdirectly to the exchequer in-
stead of firectly te the railways.
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THE NEW SPEAKER

In pl:e‘,asant contrast with the vicious
attacks| made vpon, the Honorable
Charles \ Mareil by o small section  of
the Ontario press, seemingly possessed
by an | anti-French mania, are the
warm oqt;gmmulat‘lons offered the new
Speaker by the Montreal Star to ohe

presiding officer, has al-
the respect of parliament-
both sides of the house.”

theé Britlish system here, perhaps the
best &
mote /o1 |
had { _eonsiderable experience in the |
~before they are called upon to |
fiffl it in & ‘higher capagéity. Mr; Mar-
/681 will have, moreover, the ‘good-will
./ of thé hotise, which should go a long
way toward making his task an easy
one. Already, as Mr. Borden says, he
has handled situations of ‘great deli-
cacy with tact; and this natural giff
will no doubt become greatly developed
during the ‘life of the present parlia-
ment.”

The'new Speaker is well and favor®
ably known ‘in the Maritimé Provinces,
where his icharming' personality and
eloquent oratory have made him many
friends and admirers. And it stands
well to his credit that though he has
been ‘active in politics for close upon
a score of years, the only ground
which ‘s opponents have been able ta
find for their attack upon him s the
fact that during his.. membership for
the constituency of Bonaventure he has
80 forcibly preésented the claims of his
previously neglected constituency be-
fore parliament as to secure the erec-
tion of a large ‘number of fmportant
and necessary public works, and has
in two elections ventured to point to
his success in this matter as a reason
for 'a_renewed. expression of the elec-
torate’s confldence in him. Whatever
may be’ the motive of this mean On-
tarlo ' attack upon Mr. Marcil it is

fyy of note that among the 200
odd bers of the House of Com-
mons, most of whom know him per-
sonally, there was not one man to lift
a finger @ H8" deserved promo-
tion ‘to the position of First Com-

| is requested it

| A SOCIALISTIC PROGRAMME

The r;yuumenm-y Committee of the
Trades Unlon Congressigf Great Brit-
for wequested enactmient during the
current
tive

8.7/Bhe Prime Minister
.promote Jegislation for:
the abolition of the Housé of Lords, as

.opposed tp natlons,l_ﬁdgngn?ﬂc repre-
sentation; to constitute, ) Special ‘de-

‘partment’ of ‘labor,: with's- stery of

all mattersthat eoncern the interests
of workers. In\ the, promised. Fran-
.chise Bill-‘the Congress also asks for
payment of mlembers.and election: ex<’
‘penSes, a qualifying period of three
months’ residence, adult suffrage, all
glections on -the.same) day, and’aboli-
tiori ‘ot “pltiral ‘votings* The Home ‘Sec~
fetary is asked to.appoint énly trade

' experts asinspectdrs, to -abolish ‘half-

timers, and toleffept ‘Other reforms in
matters of employment, Jinchiding the
closing of all'factorigs, etc., from 12

“nobn on-Saturday £ill'6 a, m. on Mon-

day. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
As_asked .to.amend. the; Old: Age -Pens
sion "Act, 1908, relaxing some of the
stringent’ conditiefs. ‘The Secrétary:of
State for War:is asked: to abolish
piece work in éxplosive factories,’iand
to deal  with umfair ‘conditions'in ¥the
employment of military ' men *in . com-
petition - with: civiliaps: . TheAdmiralty
are asked to-deal similarly withvsuch
matters’ in ‘that' department. The Post-
master General iis asked:for numerous
reforms in the postal service, with the
object of securing better conditions for
the staff and other.- employes. The
President of the BEduecational Depart-
ment is asked to adopt the trade union
policy—secular education, state main-
tenance of chjldren, and extension of
educational facilities, There is ma-
terial for half a dozen speeches from
the throne in desired socialistic legis-
lation alone. And this is but a small
fraction ‘of the business the Imperial
parliament must deal with this year.

.

THE REPUBLIC

.The story of the steamer Republic
cannot fail to impress everyone with
the wonders of our modern, eiviliza-
tion, Miles at sea, fog-enshrouded
helpless and. sinking a great occan-
liner crowded with passengers, brought
around her within two or three hours,
by the magiec of wireless telegraphy,
a fleet of rescuing vessels. These, far
away -some of them, had caught. the
appeal for help flying through the air,
and immediately chgnging their cours~
es, bore down with all the power of
steam, to the assistance of the sink-
ing liner. Upwards of eight hundred
men and women facing death, al-
most before they had. time, to recover
from the first panic, were aafely i'ran_s—
ferred to another steamer and were on
their way to port, ;

Had this collision oceurred fifty
years ago, {en years ago, what would
have ‘been the result? The long list of
marine {ragedies of the past supplies
the answer, for even within the mem-
ory of men still young there have been
many occasions on which great loss
of life could have been averted by
prompt assistance. But in those days
there was no wireless.

If our advaneed civilization creates
newer  opportunities . it also provides
for the preservation of human life.

THE INTERCOLONIAL'S NEED

In all the arguments against the
operation of the Intercolonial by a pri-
vate company, whether transcontin-
ental or local, it is takesn for granted
that such a change would involve a
large increase in the present freight
and passenger traffic rates.

Somewhat paradoxically, one of the
arguments in favor of the transfer of
the road to a commission is founded on
the assertion that the- >ommission
would be able to raise these rates to
a profitable standard. In both argu-
ments, though diametrically opposite,
the question of rates claims the most
prominent part.

But as a matter of fact, thére is not
only no occasion for any general in-
crease in the existing Intercolonial
schedule, . but any such increase,
whether put in force by a commission
or a company, could not be done with—
out grave injury to'the Maritime indus-
tries, the upbuilding of which should
be the chief duty of the road. Nor,is
any sueh an increase necessary, as ex-
isting rates are now nearly equal to
other roads which are paying a divi-
derd.

The present average freight rate per
ton ger mile of the four great railway
systems of Canada are as follows: I. C.
R, ‘58; C. P. R.,-778; &, T, R., .672;
€. N. R., .13, thus showing a -liffer-
ence between the I. C. R. and the C.
P. R. of only 194, or scarcely one-fifth
of one cent per ton per mile,

‘The increase in revenue by raising
the I. C. R. rates to the level of the C.
P. R. would be inconsiderabls -and
would certainly not be in proportion to
the injury to Maritime commerce and

i industries. A high authority on. rail-

way operation has laid down the gen-
eral principle that *In g genzral way
10 per cent. added to-the yevenue is as
g0ood as 16 per cent. taken off operating
expenses.” In. this lies the seoret of
the I; C, R..reform. Possibly, some
ecopomies gould be accomplished - by
the removal of political influence, but,
as The Sun bas pointed out, the sperat—
ing cost of the Intercolonial is already
less per train mile than an3 Jsailroad in.
Canada and its number of amployes per
mile of route s less than any.other
r0ad, except.the C..P. R.,.whigh runs,

“for a large portion. of its route, through

thinly settied: districts;

The gredt fault.of ‘the I . Rl Hes
not in its rate of expenditure, but in its
lack of earning power.; For instance; '«

The average eéarning power of all the
railways in the United States per
capita of population along their routes
19 $29.00. 1 ¥
' The. earning of all the railvays in
Cenada, per capita of territory served
is $26.00.

The -earnings of the I. C.-R. per
capita of territory served is only $9.36.

That {s, with an average freight rate
of only one-fiffith of one pér cent pey
ton mile less ‘than the C. P, R., the
L C. R. draws from its contributing
territory just ebout one-third the av-
erage revenue. % 7

It requires o expert railroad man
nor prophet to determine from th
conditions what is the remedy for
I. C. R. Its rates are not lower than

present svstem, whether in the naturs

ain-have placed before the government |
session. a. formidgble’ legisla- | ¥

Cabinet: rank, with!power to deal withY |

. mentary session an act

is ‘reasonable ;and any. change. in the

‘ot Tease 'Of 8/ commission;. mustin
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West, by greating and I
and 'stimulating contributing
tries—by building . up the 3
which it serves, so that the’

ay in turn tend to the road’s \mmh!'

ng. i ' 47
4 That is,what any lve company would

do—would have to do, particularly if
it wére & local concern wth ample capr
#tal and with interests centred in the
least territory, which the Interco-
fonial serves. It has been urged by
Some npapers, iotably, the - Tapento
Star, that the government HSelf can
make the rogd in this ‘way such an in-
Btitution of development, and theoreti-
‘cally, the government should be able
50 to do. - Buf as a matter of faect,
governinent institutions, here and elses
where, while in-many instances they
have been efficient in a routine way
and baye done good wark, have never
yet been able to provide in their man-
agement that impulse and initiative
and expansive power which in the pre-
sent state. of soclal evolution seems to
be confined to individual enterprise. -

T

JUDGE CASSEL'S REPORT
The knife of Judge Cassels has cut

‘deep, but the wound he makes is the

wound of g surgeon who hurts but to
heal, That he was stern In his fe-
thods, regarding neither party lines
nor friendiy relations, all who have
come into .teuch with his inquiry,
either personally or through the press,
will® unhesib&ting‘v testify. If there
was fault found with him it was on
the side of harshness, and the fault-
finding was not confined to friends of
the government, ‘Angd it will be grate-
ful news teé all to whom the honor and
good-name of Canada is dear, to learn
fromi’ this keen investigator and im-
partial critic that the evils which
shocked the people on their first ex-
posure were surface evils and not
vital. ‘The+system in the®Marine de-
partment, as doubtless in many ofhers;
was bad, and some bad officials toek
advantage of it to tHeir “own profit.

:But ~in-no - instance -has the -taint . of

graft, or even the knowledge of it, at~
tached to any member of the govern-
ment. In the case of Mr. Brodeur,
the head of the department under in-
vestigation, it is shown on the other
hand that misdéemeanors were eftherin
flat deflance of 'his orders or behind
his back and that, before the inquiry
began, he had started reform along
the very lines suggested now by Judge
Cassels, It remains for him now to
continue his work and ‘with the addi-
tional light the Commission has pro-
vided, to so renovate and reform his
department that a repetition of this
scandal till be impossible. And ‘he
lessons he has learned should not be
lost upon his colleagues.
-9

LEVEL CROSSINGS

Mr, B. A. Lancaster of St. Cath-
erines, Ontario, is a member of the
Federal House, who makes a hobby of
legislation affeg¢ting the railroads. He
came before the public a few years
ago in company with a-famous one-
eyed steer whose indifference to new-
fangled cattle-guards caused doubt to
enter the mind of many .a confident
inventor. Mr. Lancaster is the sworn
foe of the unprotected level crossing,
He has not beep compelled to wander
beyond the bounds of his constituency
to foster that enmity. .:In the village
of Grimsby there is a level crossing
over which a .third of the population
must pass daily, The buildings on
either side obscure the view. The road
is double tracked and is in almaost
constant use. The hiftory of that level
crossing is familiar to Mr. Lancaster.
The record of the killed and wounded
reads like the tale of war and blood-
shed. About six years ago three young
people were instantly killed by a
through express, while waiting for a
freight train to pass. But the other
day five or six more were added to the
gruesome list. It has become a mat-
ter of form to hold an inquest, to dis-
cover in the leve] crossing a serious
menace to human life, to hold the
company responsible bevause of insuf-
ficient protection and to see nothing
done. The trains still rush by that
crossing and there seems to be no
power in Canada to compel an engi-
neer to slacken speed or the company
to place gates for the protection of
life. Mr. Lancaster will deserve a
seat in the fiouse 8o long as he con-

tinues to remind the people of Canada |

that a civilized community has ‘not
yet reached its final stage of develop-
ment when one railroad crossing costs
nine lives in less than six years.

‘VETERANS' LANDS

Toward the close of the last parlia-
was passed
under which every Canadian who had
enlisted for service in South Africa
during the Boer war became entitled
to two adjoining guarter sections of
land in one of the three western prov-
inces. This legislation, known as the
Volunteers' Land Bounty Aect, had
been passed after a long continued
agitation on the part of veterans’ as-
sociations all over. Canada, the prin-
cipal argument put forward being
that there were many ex-soldiers wha,
if given the oportunity to acquire rea-
sonably large farms, would begame
western homsteaders.

This act applied - to between nine
thousand and ten thousand men, and
naturally enough soon began to attract
attention, at first chiefly on the part
of speculators.: The volunteers were
rather more’ deliberate in looking into
the matter, because of a prevalent be-
lief that the land grant was made with
such :conditions attached as vendered
it almost valueless to those who were
unable or unwilling to move west.

The' government in' framing the bill
certainly. dld mot make matters par-
‘ticularly easy for speculators. It was
not ithe original intention to do so, for
the Dblll was passed and the land grants
mads es a reward to the men who had
served their country’s flag in time of
need.  However, it was provided that
if any-veteran were unable to take up

| not yet heen objected to by anycne.

his land, hey might appotnt ‘a- Substis
‘tute. Thia afforded a io Ahnbadih

which land dgents
duct
that

: g

[ransfers by power of attorsiey
~-the same. time, have.]

‘a8 legal.

faot that under the Bounty
one: trahsfer was permitted.

o

‘his’ course was sug-
Act only

LGradually an extended speculation in
land serip was.developed, gnd has heefi
carried along with some profit ta real
estate aigents, but, owing to competi=
tion among these persons, prices have
remalned low, in comparisen with what
might otherwise have been obtained.

In the west where numbers of the
grantees have been able to take up
the land and work it, or locate and af-
terwards sell to the settlers, higher fe-
turns Have been sscured. Il various
parts of the Dominion, veterans' asso-
clations have been formed for the pur-
pose of dealing with this land gques
tlon in the most satistactory mannes
possible, and & number of different
schemes, all more or:less fauity, have
been proposed. ' Bome of these asso-
clations have been controlied by redi
estate firms, others have syffered trom
lack of working capital, and generally
Speaking there has not, up tiH the
present been launched any plan whiéh
could be regarded as capable of su6:
cessfully meeting the requirements of
the situation.

With the understanding & that the
‘great majority of the recipients of
land scrip favor selling their rights
rather than takimg up the land, it has
been shown in the past that the veter-
ans are to a large degree at the mercy
of western speculators, who in turn,
through competition, are continuing
the unfavorable conditions. Hence any
plan which will overcome this diffi-
culty, which will prevent the sacrifice
of land warrants and  enable the
grantees to obtain something like reas-
sonable prices for their rights should
prove of interest to thé many volun-
teers who have not already adepted a
course of action,

{ L

Such a plan is that now put forward

by Mr. Maynard Reynoldg of Halifax,
whose sche; is outlined elsewhers in
this paper. Du past month

Mr. Reynolds has vigited many cities
in Eastern Canada for!the purpose of
presenting his proposals to the differ-
ent veterans" assoclations, Tt would
appear that he has received every
promise of support and ¢o-operation,
and while various slight amendments
to the original proposition have' been
suggested the main principles are un=
changed and are generally regarded as
satisfactory.

Briefly he proposes the organizatian
of a joint stock compawy in Wwhich cach
veteran purchases stock with his land
warrant. Working capital.is supplied
at current rates of intérest by outsida
institutions or individuals. ' Any vet-
eran desiring .fo obtain advances on
his warrant may do $0 up to a certain
limit bw forfeiting a proportion of his
stock, which stock becomes the prop-
erty of the party making the advance,
and shares In the ultimate profits,

Having secured as stockholders a
sufficiently large number of grantees
te warrant operations on an extensive
scale, My, Feynolds proposes sending
agents to dHles in the western United
States whenCe settlers cross to Can-
ada,. for the purpose of disposing of
the land-warrants held by the com-
pany. He also advocates taking up
areas in Western Capada, improving
the land to whatever extent is neces-
cary, and selling the actual farms to
intending homesteaders.

This is a poley of sound business,
and suggestions along similar lines
were made in St. John prévious to Mr.

n &g |

. séweragé in

;cuﬁig‘ﬁ:

o : y uca-.
tlonal = ‘the study of Bnglish has
"ben introduced and In many districts
Attantlon is now give to the domestic
scleneed. |

The: provisional government, fn view
of the financlal condition of the coun-
¥y i 1906, found it necessary to sus-
pend & nuiibet of the acts of the
Cuban Congress, appfepriating money
-for various purposes, in ordef that the
available cash might be employed for
the payment of debts. A number of
large projects have since been under-
taken which will add to Cuba's national
febt but which, it is believed, will _be
Well worth the money expended. These
Include the sewering and paving of Ha-
vang, and the lon of water and
3 et For these two
werks some $15,000,000 will be required,
which will be* provided by a special
bond' issue. The expenditure made by
the United States for the intervention
#nd the extra cost of the army of paci-
fication maintained during the exist-
shee of  the  provisional government
amounts to about five end a half mil-
Hone, which sum will coVer the with-
drawsl of the troops still op the Island.

Governor Magoon, in presemting his
dnhusl report, Speaks . briefly on the
future of the Republic. The most
difficult problem with which the peo-
ple have 6 contend 45 the annual
labor crisis, Peouliar climatie ‘condi-
tions in Cuha . produce  excéssive in-
ustrial activity during the sfx months
of’ the dry season. In ‘this period
there are not enough resident laborers
te supply the demand and thousands
come from other West Indian Islands,
and even from Europe. The majority,
of course, return at the end of the
busy season, tsking with them the
money they have earned. During the
ralny season, when business is at a
standstill, thousands of men are out
of work. Hard times lead some of the
less law-abiding of these people to
disorders and the unrest in the country
would be greatly reduced if the com-
mercial and industrial actlvity were
more evenly spread over the whole
year. Governor Magoon strongly ad-
vises that steps be taken, first to in-
duce the floating populaition to
select a permanent abiding place,
and secondly, . to develop the in-
dustries of the country, that ‘g
larger proportion of the people may
Secure employment and income for the
whole twelve months of the year.

It is stated that the laws enacted
by the provisional government are
such as will, if properly administered,
satisfy all the more urgent necessities,
and enable the Cuban government to
conduct the business of the country
without further difficulty. There must
needs be a revision of some of the laws
and enaction of new legistation along
certain lines, but it would appear that
Cuba is getting a very fair start and
once again begins the management of
her own affairs under favorable aus-
pices.

— e
A CONSERVATIVE OPINION

The affairs and failures of the In-
tereolonial still provide material for
an interesting if somewbhat intermit-
tent discussion. By far the most in-
structive eontribytion from the Con-
servative press comes recently from
the Gagette of Mortreal, After an
extended and extremely pessimistic re-
view 6f the case the Gazette discovers
that in the Interecionial the Dominion
possess€s an  investment of at least
$87,000,000 from which there has been
no return, and from which there i3
small prospect of relief in the future.
The interest upon that amount of cap-
ftal is in the opinion of the Gazette a

Reynolds’ first vigit here. While
was realized that the plan was an ad-

mirable one, there was. some difficulty |

in securing a sufficiently large number
of veterans to joinh in it, to guarantee
the success of the undertaking. Mr.
Reynolds, however, has interested

vast sum for- a small people to pay

The remedy propounded is somewhat
more attraetive than the method of its
statement. Maritime Province people
who heppen to bDe cursed with ex-

lrge groups of volunteers throughout
all the easteru provinces and is confi-

dent of securing fully two thousand of |

them. as stockholders. His proposal has

has on the contrary heen heartily re-

It |

ceived everywher2 and will no doubt |
" |

number of veterans, It seems to meet

| be ultimately accepted by a very large |

i
i

the reguiremen‘s of.the situation an'l}

as it leaves in the hands of the vet- |

erans themselves the disposition of
their lands, it “will 'in -all likelihood
prove thoroughly satigfactory to
men.
able consideration of veterans through-
out New Brunswick, 'S

T - @
CUBA HERSELF AGAIN

On Thursday of this week, with the
inauguration of the newly clected pre-
sident, Jose Miguel Gomez, the Cuban
Republic once more assumes independ-
ence, Since the insurrection some two
and a half years ago, which go disturb-
ed matters and threatened the pros-
perity of this island, a provisional
administration conducted by the Unit-
ed States has been in control, with Mr.
Chas, B. Magoon as governor. At the
institution of thls provisional gaovern-
ment in 1906, the peace commission
which had taken in hand the affairs of
the republic recommended a numoer of
laws which were considered advisable
for the welfare of the country. Since
that time practically all of these iaws
have been enacted, and the affairs of
the government have ‘heen put .in such
shape that Cuba stands out for herself
under the most favorable conditions.

The provisional. government, accord-
ing to official repo;ts, has been able to
meet. not only the ‘ordinary expenses of
the administration, but to discharge
the cost of the insurrection and wipe
out the indebtédness incurr:d by the
previous government in attempting .to
provide - for ‘national defense, and to
recompense: property -owners for dam-
ages inflicted by the insurgent forces,
It has also assumed and paid a large
portion of the debt of the former
Cuban ' government, -including . the
amounts agreed to for the purchase of
church property. It has increased. the
strength of the standing army. It has

i

the |
It is commended to the favor- |

frain - from -itg perusal.
will do well to give it attention.
runs as follows:

“There are two means by whi¢h re-
lief fiom this unjustified and unjusti-
flablle burden bay be obtained.
road may be taken from the econtrol
of a mirister responsible to parlia-
ment, and to all the political organizu-
tions from DMontreal to Sydney, and
given to a semi-independent commis-
sion to centrol and operate; or it may
be leased to a company,
menticned plan, judging from . the
work of the coemmission Which is con-
siructing the National Transcontinen-
ta! Railway, would but delay resort to
the sccond. Railways are business
institutions; government departments
and government commissions are not.
The hepe that the Intercolonial Rail-
way ceén be made a useful and profit-
earning poerperty lies in its being given
to th2 ecntrol of men who understand
the operation of railways and who will
operate it like a railway, making
traffie¢ for it by making it serve the
irnterests of the people, as other great
railways do. In its present position it
is a. good neither to the whole country
which owms it nor the part of the
couniry ‘whieh it is presumed to .spe-
cially serve, The Maritime Provinces
are the éead ends of Canada. The total
increcse in population in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia in ten years, as
shown by the cersus ¢f 1901, was 19,035,
It is doubtful if they hold the immi-
gration that drifts ¢o them. The na~-
tural increcase goes away. They are
to Carada as Ireland is to Great Brit-
ain.:  They lose their best anyd most
enterprising. The population outside
of on¢ or two centres has actually de-
clinec. The provinces are not without
resoLrces. They are well off in agri-
cultvral capacity. They are rich in
minerals, They have large lumber ro-
sources. Their fisheries are varied and
valuable, Their people are not slow.
The situation ghould' be quite different
if, insiead- of a pauperising, their chief
franeporiation interest was a wivify-
ing irfluenee. It cah never be made a
vivifyirg. influence under such man-
agement as has ruled-it, eince it was
created ‘up to today. The lesson . of
its continuous failure; as illustrated .in

ite position today, is. that it should be

for the didea of owning a_ big railway. |

treme ser sitiveness will do well to re- |
But others |
It |

The |

The first- |

leaged or sold-to some eompany which,
by applying: business: methods to its
operation, will make it what it-has the
means of becoming, an important fac-
tor.in the transportation of Canada, a
help to the country it speclally serves,
and an aid to irstead of a drain on the
national treasury.”
@ The finding is ‘an admission of cer-
tain facts which have been made clear
in ‘recent discussions, There has been
a popular conception. that' Interolonial
freight rates were substantially less
an thogse charged by . other roads,
ch, however, is not the, ¢case,r That
can no longer be megarder as the cause
of failure. No company or commis:
sion could hope-to raise the rates with
success,

There has been another popular idea
that the running expenses of the In-
tencolonial were excessive. That idea
has been exploded.- In spite - of: the
burden of, politics the running = ex-
penses -compare very favorably with
those of other roads.

The simple fact of the matter is that
the Intercolonial in spite of the fact
‘that it enjoys a practical monopoly in
its territory yet does not get enough
traffic to make it pay. The scheme
that must be adopted must be &
scheme calculated to develop the ter-
ritory through w'}\ﬂch the road passes.

The problem sSo'far a8 the itime
Provinces are concerned, is, to |discov-
er the scheme that will accomplish that
result. If the present control by the
‘purchase of the trobutary roads and
by a vigorous forward policy can bring
about the change, that doubtless would
be best. If a commission of one or
three, or, five, responsible to parliament
could do the work, then by all means
let us haye a  commission. But if
there is nmo hope for a radical change
by such methods it would be well for
the people of the Dominjon ‘and of
these provinces in particular to seri-
ously ask whether the impulse of pri-
vate ownership in railroads might not
serve these provinces as it has served
Ontario and the west.

JUDGE CASSELS’ CRITICS

The newspapers and politiclans of
Canada have been passing judgment
upon Judge Cassels’ report. The judg-
ment is by no means unanimous. That,
however, is but natural, for the newa-
papers and politiclans save life from
dreariness by a conspiracy of disagree—
ment. In this case, however, the judg-
ment meted out bids fair to return i
kind. The report in question is so
thorough and searching yvet withal so
fair and reasonable, that criticism of it
reacts upon the critic,

There arg, Conservatives who were
éxceedingly anxious that the commis=
slon should bring to light evidence of
gross iniquity on the part of the BOV=
ernment. There are doubtless Liberals
who hoped that even a man of Juage
Cassels’ high character would be will-
ing to conceal the wrong~doing that
might exist. Current criticism of an
unfavorable character betrays almost
invariably such partisan spirit.

The fact of the matter is that Judge
Cassels furnishes exhaustive evidence
and draws therefrom . certain eonclu-
sions which geem inevitable. He is not
preparing a campaign -document for
either the Consérvative or the Liberal
party. He ‘is not primarily concerned
with. party politics. He discovers in-
the first place that certain men have
not been faithful in the diseharge of
their duties. He was not asked to dis-
cuss or condemn these men. That duty
rests elsewhere. His reticence on the
matter is altogether commendable
though somewhait unique.

But the report finds fault with the
system under which the men  have
worked. There is the suggestion that
there ought to be a recognized relation
between the salary of an official ang
the responsipilities of his office. That
is a difficult desson for people to. learn
and it is an exceptionally difficult doc-
trine for a government to practice. It
is properly included in the report. To
spend a hundred thousand dollars
economically demands some 'ability
even though patronage lists become a
thing of the past.

And ther there is that time-honored
Canadian institution, the patronage
list. "The action of Mr. Brodenr has an-
ticipated the ‘report. The patronage
lists are no _ more. When, ' however,
Judge Casseld condeémns- thelr use he
passes judgment upon a political tradi-
tion rather than upen a politieal party:
It is a tradition that dies -hard. Mr.
Brodeur and Mr. Pugsiley have elimin-
ated the practice from the great .pur-
chasing departments of the federal
government, but we believe theré are
still evidences of close adherence to
patronage lists in'the more limited fleld
of provincial politics. Tt is worth while
noting that it is the principle, the tra~-
| dition, that the report condemns,

The report will.serve its purpose—it
will enable the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to complete intelligently. a
thorough reonganization of the de-
partment. The report will not serve
the purpose of the partisan politician
but it will' serve the intefests of the
loyal Canadian citizen.

GOOD AND GOOD-LOOKING

According to reports already printed
at least one member of the Common
Council has unshaken and unqualified
! fajth in the integrity and ability as
well as in the good looks and prosperi-
ty of his colleagues at the board.
Such faith is commendable. It is an
attribute all too rare—a virtue posses-
sed by few. The frequent utterance
of such faith is, moreover, profitable,
for power. That, too, is not to be
despised. It may be true, as the face-
tious alderman contends, that these
worthy gentlemen are a misguided
lot, that they are all good and good-
looking fellows. But the difficulty is
that plain ordinary citizens outside
the secret circles,- excluded from tho
private conclaves, ignorant of the
ways of the alderman lobby, have no
opportunity of discovering the excel-
lence of these individuals. As matters
now stand these unfortunate men are
all daubed with the same brush-—they
are all members of the Common Coun-
cil. In private life they have an in-
dividual gignificance and may justify
the faith of their friends, But when a
man - becomes an alderman he enters
into a new and corporate relatlon, he
forfeits his individuality and , men
henceforth know him as a. part of a
greater whole. The wisdom of the
wise man and the folly of the foolish
merge and the  result 'no man can
name and no man can claim. The
cook may individualize the hash, but
to the boarder it is just hash. The al-
dermen may individualize the .couméeil

but to the citizen it is just thé Com-

Anon  Councll.  Fortunately or unfor.

tunately most .of us dre-forced to stay

ontside the kitchenm, . = i
e gr—

WOLENT SHOGHS
SHAKE CALABR

I_nhabitants in \Panic as Tot-
tering Walls Crash
Down

e

TERROR GREAT

————

ROME, Jan. 26.—General Mazza tele
graphs from Messina that the torpses
taken from the ruins of that city up to
date number four thousand, but tte
total number of victims will probably
amount to fifty thousand. This wil
L. make work on the ruined city a ver;
long affair.

Fresh violent earthquake shocks are
reported fraom Calabria and the Sicil-
lian coast. Many of the walls &till
standing have fallen. The railway had
been blocked by a landslip between
Scylia and Cannitello, but the obstruc-
tion was today cleared away by sol-
aiers. '

The terror everywhere is very great.
Sixty-three of the best paintings in th.
Museum of Msssina have been recover-
ed.

The Celtic will remain three days at
Messina to distribute suppliss :.nd food
and will then proceed to Reggio, Bag-
nark, Catania and Syracuse:

PAN'S POLICY
ENAGES PEAC

Tokio Paper Q‘uestions‘Kat-
sura’s Hopeful Speech on

Future Prospects

e e

WAR CLOUDS LOOM

TOKIO, Jan. 26.—The Asahi, in a
lengthy criticism of Marquis Katsura's
speech on the policy of the govern—
ment, questions his justification of the
ldtter and his assuran-es that the fac-
tore in the situation all guarantee a
continuation of peace.

“It is doubtful,” says the newspaper,
‘“whether the mere exchang= of under-
standings will dispel the clouds which
loom over the relations of America and
Japan, and whether the present stata
of affairs in the Orient is so reassuring
as Marquis Katsura states.”

The Asahi urges that the best policy
is to be unrelaxing in the efforts to
pramete the friendliest relations with
America, China and other powers.

‘“The present peace,” it oontinues,
“must be utilized to perfecting military
and naval expansion, creating a finan=
cial surplus and fostering - national
economy, which is the strength of the
people.”

The. government i@ urgad tho-oughly
to investigate the circumstances in
which Japan is situated.

B

EVANGELISTS BEGIN
A GREAT CAMPAIGH

'BOSTON, Jan. 26.—The greatest evan~

gelical campaign ever undertaken in
Boston was formailly opened tonight in
twenty-four Protestant churches in the
city and suburbs. The crusade, which
will last until February 25, is being con-
@ucted under the leadership of Rev, Dr,
J. Wilbur Chapman of Ailbany, N. Y.,
and Chas. M. Alexander, the well
known evangalist. They are being as-
sisted by more than sixty speakers
from all parts of the country.

PBUMIN.ENTBIJSINESS MAN DEAD

TORQNTO, Jan, 26—H, C. Ham<
meond died here tonight of cancer, afted
an illness of filve months. He was a3
member of the firm of Osler and Ham=
mond, Tcronto, and Hammond, Osleg
and Nanton, Winnipeg, and one of To~
ronto’s foremost bt s!?ess men and &
‘genvine philanthropist. He leaves twa
sons, F. S, and H. R., of Toronto. .

The Toronto legislature meets Feb¢
ruary 16th.

KNITTING MACHINES

HOME MONEY MAKERS

Home knitting is ~and easy
with any one of our 6 Eamily Knitting
Machines. Socks and Stockings, Under<
wear, -Caps, .Gloyes, Mittens, etc.—
Plain or Ribbed — can be knitted ten

times as fast as by hand, and for far less
than'they cost ready-made.

' A child can work our machines. - Besided
your own family ‘work, you can e good
money knitting for others.

FREB—6 illustrated Cat-lomo;tb ? b ’9 HI
nts wanted in every locality for Type
wnttﬁ and, Home - money - maker' knitting

machines. Address }
2

CREELMAN BROS.
GEORGETOWN, Ontarig.

Box 585

HONOR M
OF SCOTLAND'S
BREATEST BARD

ClanMcKenzie Hosts
at White’s

AT

A BURNS NIGHT

e

Andrew Malcolm, Principal
Speaker, Eulogizes Great
Poet

e

4

Scotchmen, canny and uncanny, and
particularly members of Olan McKen-
zie, observed in a truly Scottish man-
ner the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of the birtk of Robert Burns
by a dinner last evening at White's
restaurant. Some sixty Clansmen and
friends were present, and the affair
which began shortly after nine o’clock
snd continued until nearly one o’clock,
was highly successful. Chief H. L.
McGowan occupied the chair, and hzd
at his right President McIntosh of St.
Andrew’s Society and ex-President C.
K. Cameron, and on his left Mayor
Bullock and Clansman Andrew Mal-
colm., Others among the guests were
Ald Frink, McGoldrick, Willet.

Led the Procession

When the members and guests had
2ll assembled in the upper room, Chief
McGowan, accompanied by the guests,
led the procession to the dining room,
the elan being headed by Piper Cruik-
shanks. A very elaborate menu was
splendidly served and received full jus-
tice. 'When the more material portion
hac suffered to the full extent, the
chief proposed the toast to The King,
which was duly honored. A solo by
8. J. McGowan, which followed, was
well recelved, and next in order came
the toést of the evening, “The Memory
of Scotland’s Poet, Robert Burns,”
proposed by ex-President Cameron of
St. Andrew’s Society,

Principal Oration

The response was the principal ora-
tion of the evening, eloquently deliv-
cred by Clansman Andrew Mailcolm.
Mr. Maleolm first referred to this the
hundred and fiftieth anniversary, be-
ing in the nature of a jubilee.

He spoke at length of the genius of
fcotland’s greatest bard, of his hu-
manity, his love of nature, and his
wonderful ability in finding something
beautiful everywhere. The home scenes
of Scotland had existed long before
Burng lived, but they had never been
appreciated. As wireless messages may
be recelved only by apparatus in tune
with the mechanism sending those
mesasages, S0, until the hearts of the
Scottish people were tuned by the
genjus of Burns to the beauty of their
surroundings, were these beauties yn-
seen by the people.

Innumerable Subjects

Burns found ready for him innumer-
able subjects and had no need to go be-
yond his own home land. He seized
upon the commonplaces of everyday
life and by his wonderful ability
Lrought them before the minds of the
People in & form mever to be forgotten.
He was humorous, satirical and homely
end his writings were of the nature
which appealed to those among whom
he lived, .

Turning from the poet's works to the
man himself Mr. Malcoim read Scott's
description of Burns and Carlyle's
eulogy, Burn® was a giant among
Dygmies. His lot was among the lowly,
but he had a spirit above it all and by
his own character and great genius he
forced himself into clearer view. He
might have associated more with men
of letters but he remained among his
own people, living their lives and mak-
Ing their hopes and aims his own. He
excelled Scott in descriptive writing,
Dosgessing that rare ability of placing
before his readers in a few graphic
words striking pictures of whatever he
desired to mention.

Mr. Malcolm introduced throughout
his oration frequent quotations illus-
trating the points he wished to make.
Passing on the speaker referred to the
different gualities appearing in Burns’
Works, the varied temperament of the
Doet as portrayed by his unique treat-
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Was not a man of his day, he was a
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time, and indeed his line of thought
Was such that we have not yet
Caught up with him. In por-
fraying every passion of the
human heart, every virtue of the
Soul, Buyrns stands alone, unexcelled,
Unaproaghable, and throughout it all,
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A Rousing Seong

C. K. Cameron, always a favorite,
@ave In response to general request,
e of his rousing songs.

Dr. Corbett briefly proposed the toast
to Scatland, and named William Mur-

——

Fur Scarf FREE

Thie big, handscme Fup
Scart is over 44 inches |
long, made from fine
selected full furred
skins. Itis ornamented
with six fine full tails,
tastens with & pretty
chsin clasp, and is the
most.popular shape and
style ever known, Itis
warm and dressy and
will give you years of
the greatest satisfao-
tion. Send your name
and address and wae will

ry novelties; to sell at
100 each. Return our
82.40 when sold and we
will send this beautitul
FurScarf FREE. Write
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