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with a ww and Hearty showed that R 
had here farther maouf art weed " a ad 
wee therefore dutiable Subsequent to 
the departure of the lumbermeu tee
rugaleuotm were hewed by the Cautoam 
Department calling for the csiflertioa 
of the duty oa thie Ham of tomber The 
deemsoa of the government ousted so 
small etir ia the Went, the resell of which, 
eo far aa ran be learned, waa that the are 
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atanuf art users found • way of edging 
aad am eg lumber without the aw of a 
plane at all. thereby, to afl latest# aad 
purposes. conforming atnctlr to the section 
of the ruatoau tarit, which says that all 
lumber dreeeed oa osse aide only meet 
be admitted duty free In April lael 
the Pom Lumber company, «I Winnipeg, 
ordered a shipment of this abed Iambus 
from mille ia Washington state through a 
Seattle agency When it arrived at Win
nipeg W E Robinson, the BUI eager of 
the company, applied for free admsaasoo 
of the shipment, hot the collector of 
customs derided that it waa dutiable aad 
collected duty to the amount of ITT. 
The money waa paid under protest aad 
the matter waa referred to Ottawa. 
Hon J. D. Reid, minister of customs, waa, 
apparently, not ansiowa to assume the 
responsibility of giving e decision and 
decided to ask the Exchequer Coart to 
say whether or not "saw abed tomber" 
b dutiable. During the progress of the 
bearing of the caw. or shortly after, the 
minister caused a statement to be mat 
out to the prrws of the country to the 
effect that io the opinion of the depart
ment this daw of lumber should come in 
doty free. Rut the curions thing in 
connection with this somewhat compli
cated matter b that if such is the desire 
of the government there io nothing in 
the record of the cow ns it waa submitted 
to the Exchequer Coart to show it. 
Insofar as the documentary record of 
the caw is concerned everything lends 
to prove a desire on the part of the govern
ment to uphold the action of the collector 
of customs at Winnipeg ia making the 
Pow Lumber company pay up.

When Judge Csssels erpressed a doubt 
aa to just how the caw had come before 
him Travers Le iris, government counsH. 
who upheld the article of the collector, 
said: The collector made the ruling,
the minister the reference, the ruling u 
assumed to be confirmed by the minister 
in the records of the department ’’ 
Nothing could be more dear cut and 
definite than that statement Oa the 
other hand there is this to be said, that 
W I> llogg. K C, who argued the 
Posa Lumber company's side of the raw. 
waa retained by the government. Within 
certain strictly defined limitations he 
endeavored to prove that ww sited lumber 
is not dutiable, but it is, to say the least, 
curious that his assertions did not receive 
hacking in the way of expert evidence by 
customs appraisers other than the Win
nipeg collector. Were the government 
really serious in its electors lion that it 
would like to see sired lumber declared 
to be duty free would it not have taken 
the trouble to submit such evident»* 
The thought is suggested that while the 
minister was anxious to have the idea go
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THE STEWART SHEAF LOADER
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about to the prairie provinces that it 
was his wish to see this lumber admitted 
free he did not have the courage to have 
R so stated in the records of the case, 
because he did not desire to offend the 
B.C. lumber interests.

The record show, that the duty was 
collected by the government ofiktol and 
that thie official art was upheld by the 
go vent meat counsel What make, the 
matter look worse is that while the con-

nside of the cam waa upheld by W 
Ogg alone Travers Lewie was «minted 
by Eugene Le leur. K.C., of Mon Irani, 
an eminent member sf the Quebec bar. 

and by Gee. Cowee. ei-M.P.. Van
couver. an exceedingly clever examiner 
of witnesses They ware retained by 
the lumber interests, but uererthaleas 
the three to one fight gare the cam a 
rather unhealthy look from the standpoint 
of the plain people on the prairie who will

p»r ire lor their lumber If 
of the collector of a
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