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EDUCATIONAL NOTES
( BY SPECTATOR )

“ Drink dissipates the social force, the industrial 
energy and the political strength of the people. Give 
up drink, or give up holding your own in the industrial 
world. "—John Burns.

* * * *
“I have come to the conclusion that whatever may 

have been the guilt of Germany for bringing about the
war ........ ................ . what made war really inevitable
was the growth of armaments.”—Viscount.Grey.

“If I had a casting vote, I would say : Abolish the
air.” Hugh Trenchard, head of the British Air Staff.

* # # #

Quite the most interesting event in recent days in 
Vancouver has been the visit of Field Marshal Earl 
Haig, a man of rugged character, modest in bearing, 
simple and direct. In his address to the Military In­
stitute and Canadian Club he summed up in a few 
plain words his conclusions regarding the conduct and 
issue of the Great War.

Britain was unprepared, and “No nation, how­
ever favored, can trust to chance to take the place of 
foresight in times of peace.”

* # * *

One van understand the plea of un prepared ness 
on the part of the commander of a British army pitted 
against the mightiest and most highly finished fighting 
machine ever conceived, constructed and brought to 
perfection on the face of the globe.

Contemplating this a French or a Haig might well 
speak of his own country's unpreparedness : but, after 
all. not a little might be said on the other side.

In the first place the British Navy was not unpre­
pared. and Britain's naval preparedness proved a seri­
ous handicap to the first moves Germany had planned 
to make.

In the second place Britain’s land forces, thrown 
into the breach on the Belgian front in the early days 
of the war, were, in the words of the Field Marshal, 
“unsurpassed in discipline." These troops were al­
most annihilated in an incredibly short space of time ; 
but their sacrifice saved Paris, foiled the enemy in their 
plan to seize the Channel ports, isolating Britain, separ­
ating her from her continental ally—and hurled back 
in confusion Germany’s first line, the flower of her 
manhood.

* * * *
In the third place, to use the Earl s words. Brit­

ain owed her good fortune in the war to the wisdom 
of other days.” The wisdom of other da vs revealed 
itself during the conduct of the war in the national 
characteristics,—* * doggedness, fertility of resource in 
critical times, thoroughness, habits of good workman­
ship. and commercial honesty. The wisdom of other 
days was surdv preparedness matchless in effective­
ness.

“Fertility of resource,” enabled the British to 
surpass every German invention, and checkmate every 
German move. It enabled Lloyd George and his as­
sociates to gather up the varied and enormous wealth 
of the nation, and use it with but,one end in view, 
the successful termination of the war. “Thoroughness 
of workmanship and commercial honesty” placed in 
the hands of British soldiers weapons and ammunition 
that could be depended on. Rifles and ammunition 
“made in Britain" were not thrown away on the West­
ern front whenever they could be replaced by rifles 
and ammunition manufactured elsewhere. The spirit 
of “doggedness” enabled the troops time and again 
to hold on for the “fifteen minutes longer" that trans­
form defeat into victory.

• • # *

Organization, mechanical perfection, the last word 
in machinery, the effectiveness of the drill sergeant, 
all these were to he found on the side of the Germans. 
Opposed to these were British solidity of character and 
the free play of the free spirit. Character and the free 
spirit yielded victory in the world's most terrible clash 
of arms. The nation distinguished by these charac­
teristics has the wisdom that gives it immeasurable
leverage in both peace^and war.

• * * *

But what has all this to do with education and 
the schools ? Much indeed. In classroom and on play­
ing field the true teacher can do much to inspire his
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