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The Christian Pear

The Second Sunday after Trinity, June 17th.
THE CHALLENGE OF ST, JOHN'S
EPISTLE.

The First Epistle of St. John, from.which

the Eplstles for this Sunday and last are

taken, is a constant challenge to us.

He challenges us with the challenge of love -

—Do you love? Have you a-loving spirit?
This is the great test of our religion. ‘“We
know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren.”’ The fruit
of life is love. The fruit of death is hate. It

is life which keeps the body wholesome and .

clean. It is death which brings pollutiOn.
Just as.a dead body emits foul odours, and is
the source of corruption, so a dead soul emits
malice, jealousy and meanness, and ‘is 'the
source of hatred. Wherever there is hatred,
malice, and uncharitableness, there is death
taking place in the soul._ These things are an
indication that corruption is going on within.

Well is it ‘that in the Litany we are taught

to pray, ‘‘From envy, hatred, and mahoe, and
all uncharitableness, Good Lord, deliver us.”

The Lord Christ’s love for mansis the great -
illustration of, and the great incentive to love.

‘“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because

He laid down His life for us: and we ought to

lay down our lives for the brethren.” Love

' is shown by what it is willifg to give, and the - »

length to which it will go. He gave all, and
went down even to death because: He loved
“Who, being in the form of God, theught it
“mot robbery to be equal with God: But made
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him
thé form of a servant, and was -made in. the

likeness of men: And being found in fashion
.as a man, He humbled Himself, and became :
.obedient unto death, even the .death of the

cross.”  Again, love is shown by trust.' He
trusted humanity! Even after all that hu-
mamty had done to Him, after it had failed

Him at every point, He enttusted His Church
to it. He gave into the keeping of men the

- sacted trust of carrying on His work in the
-world. This means that He loved theni. And -
He is trusting us to catry that work on.. His .

confidence and faith in us 1s a mamfestatxon

R of His love for us.

When we love our fello‘wmen, and behevei

i them, and trust them, we are like God.
. This love is n.

ot merely a sentiment, but it is

. something which must pass into words and = P
_ deeds: t is a love which is from God Himself,

E given to those who vome near to Him throngh g

-The nearer we: come t0..God, the

His Son.
more our lives will be filled thh ‘His love. It

§ its origin in Him, not in us.  We are but
1s to be filled with His love. ‘We cannot
€ Ourselves love, but we can hold the'

. done some pretty hard ‘thinking on certain sub-

In spite of the war the Church in England
raised by voluntary giving last year more than
seven millions of money. There was a large
increase in the money given for Home Work
chleﬂy Home Missions.
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Famine is staring millions of the earth’s
pOpulation in the face. What are you doing
to drive it away? Talk will not do.it. Work
whose opinion should count for ‘a" great deal. and prayer can do it. - If you cannot do all you

Who is he, anyway? ' Is he a real person? would like t6 do, do at least as much as you
Or is he some sort of mystical individual that can. : ;

Editorial

THE MAN' ON THE STREET.

From time to time we hear someone refer
to ‘‘the man on the street,”’ and he is usually
spoken of as a very important individual,

**&&.&

is-conjured “up to support an argument when
other reasons fail? Some who use the expres-
sion doubtless have'a fairly clear idea of -what
they mean, but we Tear that with many it is
one of those vague expressions that enable
one to take shelter with a show of wisdom in
a non-oommnttal statement. =

We have the deepest sympathy with ‘‘the
mah'on the street’’ who is. striving after sim-
plicity and reality in matters ecclesiastical, and -
who  is absolutely at sea with hau‘-sphttmg
theological distinctions and definitions. - He
cannot appreciate the value of these, and has
a very strong conviction in his mind that they .

We - were pleased to learn that tbe Arch-.
* bishop has opposed in the House of Lords the
policy.of reprisals in connection with the war.
We condemn in strong terms the slaughter of
innocent men, women and children by German -
Zeppelins and submarmes, and too much care
cannot be taken to see that we do not si
to the same level. I'f we are waging a
nghteous war, let us see to it that
it in a rtghteous manner ahd ethh
. ‘weapons. :

Aooordmg to the bulletm

_ 'too often conceal mstead of illuminate the real

meaning and serve as a stumbling-block for - is 187 000 acres or :
a very large percentage of people. He has - s:dera;)ly hxgh&‘ o
jects and has reached certain conclusions. -His

thinking is valuable so fax as it goes, and the

result’ is -infliencing not only his own life, but

the lives of -others with whom he comes into

contact. Sometimes he does not hesitate to

give expression to his vxews, partxcularly wuh

his fellow-laymen, but he is usually very reti-

cent in the presence of clergy. And thns is

exactly where the difficulty lies. - ©

The conclusions of the average - clergymanhglv '
are arrived at in a very different manner.  He
has spent practically all his early life in school

“or in college. His thinking has heen guided -

largely by the particular books he has read..

Tt is more scientific and orderly than thﬁt d

-the lay mind, but not so spontanequs |
had the beneﬁt of other thmkers oouel

tnbutxon to make. to the
- he lives, provxded he can syl
thmkxng and conclusmn  of

o the Fountain, and be filled with that
love for our fellowmen, which i isof the
€ quality as ‘‘the love wh‘erethh Chrnst g

us))
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: bur life we should do three thlngS- To, "‘

v:ctory qQver our PaSSl‘on

; 10 respect the clalms of our nelgh-.}
lee righteously’’; to *derive our
from the hlghest m&——“Ll\fe‘}/

. _“Reynolds

street, whouofmﬂvdm, is asunpie, .
- technical staﬁqmeatﬂ the few ‘great, funtla
“mental Ghnsuan verities. Leave the truths as
they are, but clothe them in language Asuch
”as fhe man or wbman of even av’erage d "




