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THE PHILOSOPHY OF METHODIS- 
TIC SU « CESS AN OBJECT OF 
THOUGHTFUL STUDY IN OTHER 
COMMUNIONS.

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE.

Methodism is not equally successful 
everywhere throughout the field of its op­
erations. It is not by any means accom­
plishing what might be expected from it in 
some of the Chief English cities. Nor, 
powerful as it is in the United States, does 
Methodism occupy in New York and in 
some other Atlantic sea-board cities of the 
American Union as commanding a position 
as one could desire. Within the bounds of 
our own Conference Methodism is not pro­
gressing as fast as it ought to do. Upon 
many of its Foreign Mission fields but 
scanty harvests as yet reward the tearful 
labours' of its devoted spiritual husbandmen 
And nowhere has it achieved results 
grand as its more ardent sons long for.

Nevertheless the general success of Me­
thodism in the world is the most magnifi­
cent ecclesiastical fact of the hundred years 
just closing. And where circumstances are 
at all favourable the success of Methodism 
is as marked to-day as it has been at any 
previous period. It has reached a position in 
theChristian world that may justly be consid­
ered marvellous, when all things that ought 
to lie noted are takeu into consideration 
From what it has accomplished under wide­
ly different conditions, it is justly to be in 
ferred that Methodism is destined to be­
come altogether the most powerful of the 
Protestant Denominations. It is well 
known that so far as the United States are 
concerned, Methodism already occupies the 
first rank among the Christian Communi­
ons in a numerical point of view ; and it is 
making surprising progress in many other 
parts of the world.

Thoughtful men outside the pale of Me­
thodism are oft stricken with amazement 
in contemplating the development of the 
great Meihodistic, movement. Many of 
them from time to time betake themselves 
to philosophizing on the religious phenom­
ena which cause them so much surprise. 
In England not a few do this,who look" upon 
the advancement of Methodism with no, 
friendly eye,and who would gladly arrest its 
progress if they could. But the better and 
the more practically inclined of these bor­
row, for the service of their own Churches, 
some of the peculiar modes of operation 
characteristic of Methodism. They adopt 
open air and watch-night services, 
above all they strive to emulate the Metho­
dists in the organized use ol lay agenoy in 
the diffusion of religious truth ; andin some 
instances even the use of the penitent bench 
has been. adopted in quarters, ia which it 
would seem almost impossible for such an 
innovation to mate headway. In the 
United States, Methodism attracts even 
more attention than in England. Its influ­
ence is felt in every part of the Republic ; 
and its achievements are visible to every in­
telligent observer throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. Recently since the 
statistics of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
North for the previous year were given to 
the public, special attention has been drawn 
to the lessons suggested by the facts thus 
disclosed, by influential divines belonging 
to other Churches. The statistics in ques­
tion told the oft repeated tale of healthful 
prosperity and progress in almost every 
direction throughout the domain cultivated 
by the Methodist Episcopal denomination 
and reported a very large increase of mem. 
hers on the operations of the /ear. The 
most noted ecclesiastical personage whose 
gaze has been fixed on the official records 
is Henry Ward Beecher. He has found in 
them much food for thought. By bis study 
of them he is conducted to two conclusions 
with regard to the causes of Meihodistic 
success. He thinks that success is largely 
owing to the systematic organization of lay 
agencies for the performance of Christian 
work and to the system of itineracy which 
in so remarkable a manner provides for the 
discharge of evangelistic duty, peculiar to 
the Methodist economy. No doubt there 
is truth in Mr. Beecher’s conclusions. 
Without its array of vigorous and zealous 
lay agents Methodism would soon become 
effete. Bereft of its noble army of Local 
Preachers, Class and Prayer Leaders, 
Methodism, if all else remained as before, 
would, at one blow, lose more than half its 
strength. It seems to us that Modern 
Methodism cannot lay this fact too closely 
to heart, and that it cannot place too much 
stress on the importance of developing to 
the utmost, the working power of the 
Church. In .some of its fields of labour 
very erroneous, not to say most enfeebling 
opinions are entertained on this subject. 
In some Wesleyan Congregations, Prayer 
Leaders, Exhorters, Class Leaders and Lo­
cal Preachers are as rare as if they were 
alien to the genius of Methodism, instead 
of being in the aggregate numbered and 
prized among the chief glories of our 
Church.

With respect to the itinerancy there is 
no doubt but that it has proved in the 
main an element of power in the working 
of Methodism. It will, we trust, remain in 
full force throughout universal Methodism, 
modified occasionally in some of its as­
pects to suit the requirements of the 
time.

It is desirable that all Methodists should 
clearly understand where lie the chief sour­
ces of Meihodistic strength, and what is the 
true philosophy of Meihodistic success ; so 
that the things that are essential or of prime 
importance in the Meihodistic Economy, 
may “ be grappled to their souls as with 
hooks of iron.’ It has not been our pur­
pose, however in this article to philosophize 
on these matters, but to remark upon the 
fact that Methodism is more end more be­
coming an object of study to earnest minds 
beyond its pale, and to shew what some of 
the best sod ablest of its outside students

lares of Wesley—Advantage*of the Book 
Boom—Meeting of Parliament — The 
Queen’s SpeecK—Prospects of the Session 
—The fall of Pari*—Hopes of Peaee— 

Relief for the perishing."
Dear. Mb, Editor,—The admirers and 

followers ot John Wesley have no occasion 
to complain that his memory is slighted, or 
his doings allowed to sink into oblivion. 
After all that has been written concerning 
the great and good man, both by friends and 
foes, it is not a little remarkable that dur­
ing this very winter no less than “/our” 
lives of the Apostle of Methodism have 
been published. There is a translation 
from the French, of a life of Wesley pub­
lished in France for the use of the Metho­
dists in that Kingdom. It is well spoken of 
and is recommended as patting the well 
known facts of that ever busy life, in a new 
arrangement and from a new stand point, 
Next we have “ the story of our Founderr 
—an excellent book for our young people ; 
written in beautiful style by the Rev. 
Thomas Vasey ; the “ coming man” of the 
Conference, and destined it is believed, to 
fill the Presidental chair in Manchester dur­
ing this year of grace. Then there is Miss 
Wedge wood’s volume, written evidently 
under strong Church of England influences, 
but on the whole tolerably just, and con­
taining thoughtful studies upon the widen­
ing issues of that noble and sacrificing 
life. ,,,

Lastly we have two bulky volumes, to be 
followed by at least as many more, from the 
pen of the Rev. Luke Tyerman. It is in­
tended to bo a full and exhaustive work. 
With ample materials, collected from all 
available sources, with new and unpublish­
ed information, and strong admiration for 
the life and work of his Christian hero, 
Mr. Tyerman has made a good beginning. 
Notwithstanding his evident haste m putting 
on record his own conclusions, and a 
strong developed love for the minute and 
gossipy parts of the story, the volumes furn­
ish an able,well arranged and worthy mem­
orial ol our Founder.

Your readers, Mr. Editor can now select 
for themselves. Sorely all their deversifi- 
ed tastes are met in this provision, and 
through your Book-Room, they can soon 
be put in possession of that which they se­
lect. It affords me much pleasure to ob­
serve the care and haste you manifest to 
place within the reach of your people, the 
new and valuable -work» which are issuing 
from the English press.

The third session of the Reformed Im­
perial Parliament was opened yesterday by 
her Majesty the Queen in person. This is 
her third appearance on such an occasion, 
during the ten years of her widowhood. It 
was a great day for the sightseers both in­
side and, outside of the flouse of Lords., ...

The léngthy ’speech trom the Throne, 
With Its.cumbrous phrases and long periods, 
was read for Her Majesty by the Lord 
Chancellor ; an excellent arrangement and 
a positive relief to the somewhat enfeebled 
Queen. If the full programme of the 
speech is carrried out, and its promised 
measures become law, the present session 
of . Parliament will be a most eventful one, 
and leave a strong mark upon the page of

REVIVAL.
I am happy to say that for many years 

we have not experienced so general a re­
vival influence throughout the country as at 
present. The Spirit is poured out copi­
ously upon the people, and multitudes are 
gathered into the fold of Christ. In New 
England, the work is especially powerful, 
and is increasing in interest. We have 
great reason tor praise and thanksgiving to 
the great Head of the Church lor his won­
derful work in saving the people. May 
this work long continue !

hot one
always to plunge.* Dr. Cramp says 

Everybody admits that the natural meaning Wentworth succeeds in avoiding the vital point the audience in behalf of the Missionary
upon which this question turns. He makes Dr. j cause in a most able and pleasing man

OUR BOOK CONCERN 
troubles at New York have at length assu­
med a shape which indicates a satisfactory 
settlement. The Book Committee at its 
late meeting, referred the whole subject to 
a sub-committee, or commission, who are 
to examine into the affairs of the Concern, 
and report in February, 1872. This result 
has been reached largely through the influ­
ence of our Bishops, in their wise, judici­
ous action in connection with the Book 
Committee.

The whole affair has been badly man 
aged ;—bad it been submitted to ft judi- 

Icious Commission at the beginning, it 
doubtless would have been satisfactorily 
sealed before this. The difficulties have 
unquestionably been oftrstated and misre­
presented. But few believe tbat[any one con­
nected with the Concern now, or at any 
previous time, have been guilty of fraud 
but many do believe that those having 
charge of it have not given it sufficient 
care, especially in its details. The result 
of the examination will doubtless l>e to put 
the Concern in better running order, and 
enable it to accomplish more effoetuaVy the 
object of its establishment.

current history. ,:j j
We have pledges jppon the Ballot Bill-"- 

the abolition of University Tests—Reforms 
jn Licensing Public Houses—Education for 
Scotland—and Army and Navy reform.

Parliament meets at a most important 
crisis. Much auxiety and excitement pre­
vail. During the severe months of the re­
cess, the whole aspect of the Continent of 
Europe has been changed, the mutual rela­
tions of the Great Powers have been most 
materially altered, and it is strongly assert 
éd by the Opposition to Her Majesty’s Gov­
ernment that much of this upheaval and 
confusion has resulted from official hesita­
tion, if not in capacity ; and from a system 
of miserable economy.

Doubtless Mr. Gladstone will be able to 
give a good account of his policy and to 
maintain the general principles of his ad­
ministration. It is not likely that his fine 
majority is quite as numerous, or as mar­
vellously compact as in former sessions, 
but the great Liberal party has not yet lost 
faith in the distinguished Leader nor are 
the reins of power about to be handed over 
to Mr. Disraeli, bis brilliant and formidable 
Opponent.

The War in France has reached another 
important epoch. The proud capital has 
fallen, and Paris is in the hands of Ger­
mans and completely at their mercy. A 
few days of bombardment, each hour be­
coming more terribly accurate and destruc­
tive, sufficed to show the people the doom 
prepared for them. The defeat of the 
armies from which relief was expected, and 
above all the fearful grip of cruel hunger 
upon the million-peopled city, brought its 
proed spirit down and it was compelled to 
sue for an armistice and almost literally beg 
for bread. The armistic for about a month 
was granted, and supplies of food were 
sent in for the preservation of the people’s 
life. The Prussians did not enter the hum­
bled capital. They were coûtent with dis­
arming the troops, and occupying the forts 
which encircle the city and completely con­
trol it. Steps were at once taken for the 
election of a Constituent Assembly that the 
voice of France may be heard upon the 
question of peace or war, and that the 
Germans may have a responsible power 
with which to treat. Part of the elections 
have been held and as far as the returns 
have reached England they point to a de­
feat of the ultra republicans, and especially 
of the war party.

The terms upon which Gennauy will 
grant peace are not yet known, but it is 
generally conluded now that France must 
and will make peace, and all the great 
Powers will endeavour to negotiate on be­
half of the prostrate nation and save it 
from humiliating conditions and over­
whelming burdens.

Thus for a brief space the war chronicle 
is not being written. Hope revives 
fervent prayer goes up to God that this ar­
mistice may grow into an honorable and 
abiding peaee. Meanwhile England is 
again doing a good work. In one week 
£50,000 worth of food have been sent from 
London lor immediate distribution in Paris, 
and a large staff of gentlemen have eager­
ly rushed over to deal out this precious relief 
to the faint and hungry people. Poor old 
John Bull, scolded and abused as he is, 
cannot endure the sight of so Jmuch misery 
without an attempt to relieve it, and our 
nation’s God will not forget in the day of re­
ckoning this kind and seasonable work on 
behalf of the wounded and suffering and 
this invalua1 le supply of food for those who 
were perishing. B.

Feb. 10 th 1871.

OCR BAPTIST
friends seem to be in trouble just now, on 
account of a book that has just appeared 
irom the press of Theodore E. Perkins, en 
titled “ Open Door, or Light and Liberty.' 
It was written by Rev. J. Hyatt Smith 
Pastor of a Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N 
Y., and who is one of their most popular 
and successful ministers. He believes in 
open communion, as did Robert Hall, and 
as does Spurgeon and others, and in a very 
attractive style he gives his views on the 
subject to the world in his book. It is 
bombshell in the Baptist Church. Its 
press awakes up as from the sleep of ages. 
a»d sees terrible danger ahead ; unless the 
book in its influence is destroyed. Mr. 
Smith is unquestionably right in his posi 
lion, and will find many who will sympa­
thize with him in his church. Close Com 
nnraton will soon 1% among the things that 
were in thé Baptist Church, unless we 
greatly misjudge. It is a relic of a past 
age, and does not belong to the present 
period of Christian development.

. "
I OUR PUBLISHING HOUSES.

Are doing a good business, and have re­
cently issued several works worthy of 
special note. The Messrs. Harpers have 
brought out new editions in excellent style, 
of Barnes's Notes on the Gospels and the 
Acts. These editions were revised and im­
proved by the author just before his la­
mented death, and will be received by the 
public with great satisfaction. These Notes 
have had immense sale, and in their impro­
ved editions will continue to sell wher­
ever there are Sunday Schools and Bible 
Classes. They have also added a most 
valuable work to odr historical literature, 
entitled, “ A Manual of Ancient History, 
from the earliest times to the fall of the 
Western Empire," by George Raxolinson, 
M. A., Camden, Professor of Ancient His­
tory in the University of Oxford. It will 
have a gee at sale.

Hon. J. T. Headley, one of the most 
distinguished and successful authors, is 
again before the public in a work, entitled, 
“ Sacred Heroes and Martyrs,” and is 
issued by Messrs. E. B. Treat è Ça. The 
work consists of biographical sketches of 
illustrious men of the Bible, with historical 
scenes and incidents, illustrating their 
heroic deeds, eventful careers, and sublime 
faith, which have no parallel in human 
history. It is written in the author’s pecu­
liarly fascinating style, and we know of no 
work better adapted to family and general 
reading. Its mechanical execution is most 
excellent. It contains 628 pages, and is 
beautifully illustrated.

Messrs. J. B. Lippincott de Co. have 
issued the “ Song of the Redeemed, salva­
tion to Ood and to the Lamb,” by Rev 
J. W. Harsha, M. A. This is a work of 
great excellence, breathing the spirit of 
deep, earnest, devoted piety. It cannot be 
read without moving the heart to a spiri­
tual life. Its circulation will do good 
They have issued in lour voU. “ The His­
tory of Rome," by Theodore Mommsen. 
This is a work of great ability and research, 
and unquestionably contains the best his­
tory of the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire ever published. We know of but 
few historical works written in so charm­
ing and popular style. They have also 
given the public a “ Pronouncing Diction- 
ary of Biography and Mythology," by J 
Thomas, M. A. It contains Memoirs of 
the eminent persons of all ages and coun­
tries, and accounts of the various subjects 
of the Norse, Hindoo, and Classic Mytholo­
gies, with the pronunciation of their names 
in the different languages in which they 
occur. As a work of reference, it is in­
valuable, and should be found in the library 
of every reader and scholar.

Messrs. Roberts, Brothers, have publish­
ed “ Roman Imperialism," by J. R. Seeley, 
M. A., author of “ Ecee Homo.” The 
author is so well known by the reading 
public,—for who has not read Ecce Homo f 
—that none will wish to lose the opportu­
nity of reading the present work, which 
will be found full of interest. Another 
work, entitled, “ Ad Clerum,” by Rev. 
Joseph Parker, D.D., has just been issued 
from their press. The author gained a 
celebrity, world-wide, by bis “ Ecce Deus.” 
His Ad Clerum contains “ Advices to a 
young preacher,” but should be read by all 
clergymen and laymen. It Is a book of 
rare practical good sense, and we regard it 
one of the richest books of the season.”

Cecil

of the word is to immerse."
Pedobaptists on the other hand, say : (1) 

Baptising means washing, cleansing, purifying 
—without reference to mode. Baptimn ia the 
classic Greek writings means a change of con­
dition, and in the New Testament a peculiar 
binge of condition, namely a washing, cleans­

ing, purifying. (2.) Pedobaptists also claim 
that the mode of thus washing must be deter­
mined by the Word of God alone, not by the 
word ot man. The Bible is higher authority 
than the lexicons.

The Pedobaptist argument is not affected by 
the admission that baptizing, in the original 
Greek, may have incidentally meant a hundred 
other things besides washing, snch as dipping, 
prinkling, immersion, etc. The question to 

be determined is : does baptising in Jthe Feu 
Testament mean masking, cleansing,psrrifying f 
According to the Pedobaptist theory baptism 
means a great deal more than is involved in the 
idea ot action or mode only,—of dipping or 
sprinkling. —It implies a change—an effect pro­
duced. It is not enough to say that “ baptism 
means mode and nothing but mode or, 
plunging and nothing but plunging or, “ has 
but one meaning only and that to immerse.” 
The Anabaptist exegesis does not cover enough 
ground, it does not involve the idea of an effect 
accomplished, and mast therefore be defective. 
When John said (Matt. iii. 11) : “I indeed bap­
tize you with water unto repentance ; but he that 
cometh alter me is mightier than I. whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear ; he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost," it was equivalent to say­
ing : “ I indeed administer the rite of symboli­
cal cleansing, bat he that coaaeth alter me -shall 
change your condition, parity yonr hearts, wash 
away your sins, and cleanse you from all un­
righteousness, by the Holy Ghost which h< 
shall shed upon you.” When Ezekiel speaking 
of the Gospel dispensation, indicated the rite 
of baptism, he said, (Ezekiel xxzvi. 25) : 
“ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean ; trom all your filthiness 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.’ 
The objective point, and the essential thing 
here required was the cleansing, and that 
baptism.

The Holy Spirit, in dictating to the sacred 
penmen, bad a right, if He saw fit (immersion 
ists to the contrary notwithstanding,) to use 
the Greek word baptiso, or any other word in 
a new sense. Dr. Joseph Angus, President of 
Baptist College, London, (Bible Hand Book, 
p. 144) says : “ Many of the expressions of the 
New Testament are employed in senses entire­
ly unkuwn to the common writers of the Greek 
tongue. The New Testament term for humil­
ity meant in classic Greek mean spiritedness. 
The terms grace, justification, f aith are used in 
Greek, and m all versions, widi peculiar mean­
ing. They are old words in a new sense."

There is proof abundant, and, of the most 
positive kind, that baptiso means to wash, to 
cleanse, to purify. As a religious term it does 
not mean either to dip, or ‘to sprinkle, to im­
merse, or to pour; but rather to wash, to 
cleanse, to parity.

Dr. Timothy Dwight, late President of Yale 
Collège, / Works, vol. 5, p. 318), says : “The 
primary meaning of baptiso and bapto is cleans­
ing : the offset, not the mode ot washing. . . . 
The mode is usually referred to incidentally
wherever these words are mentioned.................
When it means immersion it is only in a second­
ary and occasional sense ; derived from the fact 
that such things as are dyed, stained or colored

.nner ; followed by the Revs. Tuttle. | general contentment and neaer are 1,1,. 
Weldon, and Smith, who addressed lor which we cannot be too c mu-olc thankful

and which it is our duty to acknowledg 
ieelings of sincere anil humble gratitude

are often immersed for this end." The great I

Beecher “ confess " that baptiso means in clas­
sic Greek to iasessrse, and that Dr. Beecher has 
•• surrendered all the ground of his srgument 
and therefore the inference, Wentworth thinks, 
ought of course to be apparent to every one 
that “ the Baptist belief is true." Wentworth 
does not appear to apprehend the fact that the 
cardinal point in question is ; does baptiso mean 
to mash ? Dr. Beecher shows in language most 
conclusive that it does. If Wentworth will 
consult Dr. Beecher's Work on Baptism (p. 
239,) he will see that Dr. Carson attempted, in 
the usual Anabaptist style, to draw Dr. Beecher 
away to the consideration of side issues. Dr. 
Beecher says : “No question can be brought 
to an issue more direct or more easily decided. 
The whole subject lies in a nut-shell. From 
this issue I do not mean to turn aside to the 
right band nor to the left. What then are the 
facts in tlg| case ? They are these : I brought 
forward not Irom one, but from many Fathers, 
not one, but from multitudinous testimonies, 
as explicit and as direct as possible, that bapti­
so means to purify." This is the fundamental 
point to be considered ; but it is a point with 
which immersion ists Seem exceedingly reluctant 
to grapple. Dr. Beecher, as he appears in his 
own work on baptism, is logical in his reason, 
sonings, and irrefragiable in his positions ; but 
Dr. Beecher as he is misrepresented by Went­
worth is wrongfully made to appear as an illo­
gical, contradictory, and dishonest theologian.

Wentworth, in the Visitor (Jan. 5, 1871,) 
represent* Dr. Lange as holding views identi­
cal with the Baptists. Wentworth, however 
gives a part of the truth only, and by his sup­
pression of important particulars misrepresents 
his author. Let us bear from Lange himself. 
Lange supposes that baptiso was originally used 
to express a change of condition produced by 
dipping or immersion ; but he also shows that 
in the time of Christ the word baptiso bad a 
“ wider Hellenistic use." Having a “ wider 
Hellenistic use,” then, nothing as to mode can 
be proved by the use of that word in the New 
Testament. Lange thinks that on the face of- 
tbe record immersion was probable. But not­
withstanding what was probable, there is no 
proof that it was so. Lange also holds (Comm. 
Luke. p. 57) that ihe effect and validity of bap. 
turn does not depend on the quantity of water, 
or the mode of its application." In Lange's 
note on the baptism of the jailor in the prison 
at Philippi (Comm. Acts, p. 307) he indicates 
that it is not probable that the jailor was bap­
tized by immersion, “ The rite was unquesti­
onably administered in the court within the en­
closure of the prison.” Nothing follows as to 
bis immersion since it may have been perform­
ed “ with a bowl of water brought in for the 
purpose." “ Facilities for au immersion could 
scarcely have been found ia the interior of aq. 
ancient Roman prison."

The immersionist creed is largely based upon 
the asssnmption that the Greek word baptiso 
means always and only putting under mater. 
The exponents of that dogma, however, display 
a suggestive weakness in their definition of the 
word baptiso. Their own definitions show 
that their claim, that baptiso has “ one mean­
ing and only one,” is unfounded. Baptiso is 
said by some of their authorities to mean “ to 
dip and nothing but dip by others “ it 
signifies literally and always to plunge and 
again by others, “ it always means to im­
merse, and nothing else. Here are damaging 
contradictions. Those terms are not, as thev

ner.
Both churches were crowded in every 

part with a congregation capable of appre­
ciating the speeches which were made. 
The churches were tastefully decorated 
with wreaths of flowers, ami mottoes appnt- 
priate to the occasion.

The collections taken up this vear ex­
ceeded those of last year ; which is an 
indication of the interest taken in the cause.

The singing of the Doxology terminated 
the proceedings ; and all returned to their 
quiet homes, apparently, pleased, and I 
hope profited.

I remain, yours truly,
E. Dorc.i.y Boyle. 

St. George's, Bermuda, F elf. 1871

with

Mr. Speaker ami Gentlemen of the House of 
Assembly :

The Estimates have been carefully prepared 
and will be submitted to you accompanied by 
the usual annual accounts. You will observe 
with pleasure that an improvement took place 
in the Revenue last year to the extent of over 
£4000; and 1 am confident that you will pro­
vide for the requirements ol the current vear 
with such liberality as will enable mv Govern­
ment fully to maintain the efficiency of all de­
partments ol the public service.
Mr. President and Honorable 

Legislative Council ;
Mr. Speaker and Genthnin

Gentlemen of the

.1 sstmbly ;
"f the House of

YARMOUTH SOUTH.

4 Not unto ns, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy 
and for thy truth’s sake.” Such is our 
devouts ascription of praise to God. All 
that could be possible to the human instru­
mentalities of the church had been tried, 
when God descended to save his people, 
and to convert the unsaved. The first 
gracious indication was at our watch-night 
service. One person has testified that then 
he resolved to seek the Lord. With inter­
est increasing, for two weeks, union ser­
vices were helt^/in the different churches of 
the town. We commenced separately to 
seek the outpouring upon us of the spirit. 
The doctrine of holiness was presented dis­
tinctly to our people, and urged as a Chris­
tian privilege. We all felt its need, and 
resolved to consecrate ourselves to- God. 
The Spirit came down ou us, quickening 
that which was ready to die, inspiring be­
lievers with holy zeal, and filling the 
Church with consecrated power. For five 
weeks, night after night, penitents have 
been seeking pardon. Nearly fifty have 
presented themselves for prayer, beside ma­
ny whose love had grown cold. A goodly 
number of these beloug to our Sabbath 
School. I met fourteen children for con­
versation about their souls, and found thorn 
seeking peace.

The work is yet going on. We are. hold­
ing our sevices yet, to lead those seeking 
Jesus to him. We can only chronicle the 
visible ; but doubt not that much has been 
done of which we have no record.

For all that God has done for us as a 
Church, for all that Imre been saved, we 
utter one word expressive of our gratitude, 
Hallelujah. / J. S.

BAPTISING IS CLEANSING.

Beware ol impatience or contradiction. Do 
not condemn or think hardly of those who can­
not see just as you see, or judge it their duty 
to contradict you.—JFfsfcjt.

In the Baptistic controversy the main ques­
tion should be kept distinctly in sight. The es­
sential inquiry is ; does baptiso mean to wash, 
to cleanse, to purify ? The question whether 
baptiso means to dip, or to sprinkle or to pour, 
or to immerse, is a side issue, and therefore 
partially irrelavent. and comparatively unim­
portant. Our Anabaptist friends display con­
siderable tact in introducuig side issues, and 
in thus keeping the cardinal point in the back 
ground.

The positions assumed by the contestants in 
this discussion may be briefly indicated.

The Baptist Confession of Faith says :
Baptizing is dipping.” Dr. Carson says :
My position is, that it always signifies to dip : 

never expressihg anything but mode." Dr. 
Conant says : “ This verb baptise has, in fact,

body of learned critics and lexioograpers (im 
mersionists only, and of course always except­
ed) agree substantially with Dr. Dwight. In 
some respects the words baptised and died are 
analagous. The term “ died" indicates a 
change of condition without expressing the 
mode or cause of that change. If it were said 
“ one was drowned" or “ beheaded" either o 
these terms would indicate the mode or cause 
of death. The term “ baptized" like the word 

died" does not in itself involve mode. When 
therefore, the term baptised occurs in Greek 
literature, the connection in which it appears 
must be ascertained, before any mode can be 
inferred.

As the term baptiso in the New Testament 
docs not indicate mode ; we must inquire further 
lor the Scriptural mode of -washing. What, 
then, is the divinely-appointed mode of wash­
ing ? We will let the Bible answer this ques­
tion in its own way 

Exodus xl. 12-15 : “ Thou shall bring Aaron
and his sons, and wash them with water.............
And thou shall anoint them. .... that [they 
may minister unto me in the priest's office, for 
their anointing shall surely be an everlasting 
priesthood throughout their generations."

Numbers viii. 5-7 : “ And the Lord spake 
unto Moses saying : Take the Lévites trom 
among the children of Israel and cleanae them. 
And thus shall thou do unto them to cleanse 
them ; sprinkle water of purifying upon them."

Numbers xix. 13-20 : “ Whosoever toucheth 
(a dead body) .... - because the water of 
separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall
be unclean............. And a clean person shall
take hyssop, and dip it in the water and sprinkle 
it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and 
upon the persons that were there, and upon him 
that touebeth one dead." .... But the man 
that shall be unclean, and «hall not purity him­
self, that soul shall be cut off from among the
congregation................the water of separation
hath not been sprinkled upon him : he is un­
clean

Leviticus xiv. 7 “ And be shall sprinkle upon 
him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven 
times, and shall pronounce him clean."

Isaiah Iii. 15: “So shall he sprinkle many 
nations."

Hebrews ix. 13: “ Sprinkling the unclean 
sanctilieth to the purifying of the flesh."

Hebrews ix. 19: “ For when Moses had spo­
ken every precept to all .the people according 
to the law, be took the blood of calves and goats, 
with water, and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both the book and all the people.”

Heb. x. 22: “ Having our hearts sprinkled 
(baptized with the Holy Spirit) from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed (baptized) 
with pure water."

In Hebrews ix. 10, Paul speaks of these 
sprinklings as “ divers baptisms" (the word 

washings" appears in our version, but it is 
baptisms" in the original.) Thus it is deaf­

ly proved, by allowing the Holy Spirit to be 
His own interpreter, that to baptise in the Scrip­
tures means to mash, and that sprinkling is the 
Scriptural, heaven-appointed mode of washing.

assume synonymous. An island may become

Anabaptists can not produce one passage 
from the Bible to prove that God has appointe* 
the putting of persons under the water as a 
mode of washing or ol baptism. There is no 
such requirement in God's law. Immersion 
never was in the old dispensation or in the new, 
a symbol ol blessing, or cleansing. But in both 
dispensations, sprinkling and pouring (and they 
are substantially the same) have been, and are, 
symbols of God's gracious regard for the bodies 
and the souls of men.

As our immersionist friends can find no evi 
deuce in the Bible that sustains their creed, 
they grasp as persons are supposed to do when 
about to sink into a “ watery grave," at any 
straw within sight. And hence, in the absence 
ot anything better, the alleged “ admissions ” 
and “ concessions ” of Romanists, and Greeks, 
and Pedobaptists," especially Germans, are 
pressed into their service.

immersed by being overflowed, and without 
being either dipped or plunged. An object 
may become immersed by water being sprink­
led upon it, as by rain or otherwise, until it is 
covered with water, and therefore it may be 
immersed by sprinkling ; and if immersed and 
baptised are synonymous terms it may even in 
accordance with immersionist reasoning be 
baptized by sprinkling. A ship may plunge 
among the waves without being immersed. A 
pen may be dipped in ink without being im­
mersed. Immersed, dipped, and plunged are 
not, as Baptiste claim, synonymous terms. 
Their role will “ not work two ways " and 
therefore it cannot be safely depended upon. 
Their theory involves them in inconsistencies 
and absurdities, and therefore can not be true. 
The troth is always consistent with itself. 
This is beautifully apparent in the Pedobaptist 
theory, which represents baptism, not as a 
mode only,— a dipping, or a plunging, or a 
sprinkling ; but as something much more than 
any of those,—something which involves 
cleansing of the bodies end the souls of men 
something symbolical of such cleansing. Li 
this theory be, like any other truth, yexaminéd 
intelligently from any standpoint, apd turn it 
which way you will, it is beautifully consistent 
with itself. V

1). D. Currie.
Fredericton.

Xappax Circuit.—Bro. A. S. Tuttle writes 
20th Feb. 1871.—“ Since I came to this Cir­
cuit some have been added to the church, but 
we are looking for more signal manifestations 
of the power of God in the awakening and 
conversion of sinners

d in the

St. David's Circuit, N. B.,—Bro. Dutch- 
er writes 13 Feb. 1871.—“ During the winter 
we have held special services on vari >us parts 
of the Circuit, and as the result some sixty 
have professed faith in Christ. To assist in the 
work ot this extensive Circuit, our Quarterly 
Meeting in September last agreed to furnish 
the means' to pay the expenses of a hired local 
preacher ; and one was found, who baa been 
with us since that time. ‘
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ty writes, lèAb. 23,1871.—“ Bro. Gi

Papers on several important subjects will be 
presented U> you. Among them you will find 
an answer from the Secretary ot Slate to the 
address to Her Majesty Irom the Legislative 
Council on the subject of the Farm attached to 
the Government House, and also a communica­
tion in which l am instructed to applv to the 
Legislature lor legal authority to prohibit the 
export ol Arms trom Prince Edward Island 
when occasion may require, and of which 1 beg 
to invite your consideration.

You are aware that the prohibitory instruc­
tions which were issued to Custom 1 louse of­
ficers, in the month of August, with res|ieet to 
the then prevailing practice of admitting 
United States fishing vessels to entrv in the 
ports of this Colony, have since been with­
drawn. The question was submitted to Her 
Majesty’s Government by the late administra­
tion, and the reply which 1 received Irom the 
Secretary of State enabled me to suspend the 
restrictions which last autumn the Local Gov­
ernment telt called upon to impose.

Considerable progress has been made to­
wards the completion of the new public build­
ing ill Charlottetown, which, it is expected, 
will be^ ready lor occupation in September 
next. 1 lie increased accommodation which will 
then be available lor the several departments 
of Government will ifacilitate Ihe performance 
ot the public business, and afford that security 
for the public records to the want of which it is 
not right they should be exposed.

Y ou are aware that the laws relating to tlie 
Savings' Bank limit the deposits receivable at 
the bank to £.">0,000. This limit "has now been 
reached, and it is desirable, ill order to give full 
effect to the system, that the amount of De­
posits allowed by law to be received should be 
extended. You cannot fail to 1» gratified at 
the evidence of the prosperity of your popula­
tion which is maniiested by the present condi­
tion of this most valuable institution.

In consequence of the limitation imposed by 
law as to the duration of the terms of the Su­
preme Court, it frequently occurs that causes 
stand over from one term to another, to the 
great inconvenience of the suitors. It would 
be advisable to provide that the Courts 
shall sit a suliicint time to admit of the trial 
of all causes that may hnp|>eii to be upon the 
dockets.

I am of opinion that the facilities for the 
transport and shipment of the productions of 
Print* Edward Bland are now inadequate, and 
that you would do well to consoler the expedi­
ency of constructing a Railroad through the Is­
land, and of deepening the water in several of 
its harbours, and at the public wharves, by- 
means of dredging.

The Asylum tor insane persons does not af­
ford sufficient accommodation lor the Lunatics 
of the Colony, several of whom have been, 
until recently, confined in the Common 
Gaol. It will be necessary to provide funds 
for the enlargement of the Asyhnn, in order 
that it may be rendered commensurate to the 
present requirements ol the Colony.

Having now communicated to you my views 
on the questions which probably occupy your 
chief attention on this occasion. I will no 
longer detain you from their consideration. It 
is my sincere desire that cordial relations may 
be established between your Honourable House 
and royselt, and that the session rr result in > 
legislation satisfactory to yourselves ,nd bene­
ficial to the whole community.

McCar- 
Gilea from

Digby Neck and I are here at present from our 
Circuit* assisting the Superintendant of the 
Digby/ Circuit and bis colleagues in revival 
services, last evening there was a very good 
meeting in oar chapel. After preaching and 
our invitation* given to those seeking salvation 
the/communion rail was crowded with peni­
tents.

Central Intelligent.
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

enga-

The annual Missionary meeting was held 
in St. Georges on the 20th Ultimo ; the 
platform beiug occupied by the following 
gentleman. The Rev’d Mr. Tuttle ; Mr. 
Smith ; Mr. Evans ; Mr. Horne ; Mr. 
Humphrey ; and Joseph M. Hayward, Esq. 
M. C. P.

The meeting was opened by the choir 
singing :

“ The heavens declare thy glory Lord ”
afterwards the Rev’d Thomas Smith 
ged in prayer.

The Rev. Mr. Tuttle called upon Joseph 
M. Hayward, Esq., our much respected 
townsman, to fill the chair. Mr. II. inter­
ested the audience with an anecdote con­
cerning the Missionary cause, and showed 
the blessed results of those causes that pro­
mote the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom.

The chairman then called upon the Rev. 
Mr. Tuttle to read the report ; he being 
minus the same, spoke from memory con­
cerning the progress of the missionary 
cause.

Each gentleman acquitted himself in an 
interesting and ro#st able manner ; more 
especially the Rev. W. Horne of the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church, New York, who 
gave us an interesting account of his five 
years labour as a missionary in Liberia.

At intervals the choir sung several pieces 
with great effect.

On the following evening the Missionary 
Meeting was held at St. David’s Island ; 
which was also opened by singing and 
prayer.

The Rev. Mr. Tuttle then called upon 
George Boyle, Esq., to fill the chair. Mr. 
B. also addressed the meeting in a pleasing 
style, and spoke for a short time on the

Mission cause, and its effects being made 
a blessing to the world.”

The chairman then called upon the Rev. 
Mr. Evans to address the audience, 
which he did in a most able and satisfac-

OPMN1NG OF THE P. K. ISLAND LEGISLATURE.

Wednesday, Feb. 15, 1871. 
At three o’clock this day his Honor Lieut, 

Governor Robinson came down in the usual 
state to the Council Chamber, and opened the 
first session of the Twenty-fourth General As­
sembly of this Island, with a Speech, which will 
be found below. His Honor was escorted from 
Government House, to the Colonial Building by 
the Cavalry troops ol Captain Holman anil 
Wood, Major Morris’ Volunteer Artillery an­
nouncing the approach ol bis Honor and suite 
by firing a salute. At the entrance to the Co­
lonial Building his Honor was received by a 
Guard of Honor composed ol the Irish, Prinee 
of Wales, and Prince Edward Volunteers, un­
der the command of Major Albert Hensley 
The Council Chamber was crowded with spec­
tators.

The members of the House of Assembly hav­
ing bad administered to them the oaths rei|uired 
by law, attended at the Bar of the Council 
Chamber as commanded by message Irom his 
Honor, and having returned for the purpose ol 
electing a Speaker—the Hon. J. C. Pope, lead­
er of the Government proposed, seconded by 
the Hon. E. Brecken, that Hon. John Yeo be 
the Speaker. There being no other member 
proposed, Hon. Mr. Yeo was unanimously elect 
ed speaker of the House. His Honor the Speak­
er suitably acknowledged to the House the high 
honor conferred on him.

The House then went up to the Council 
Chamber, and bis Honor having approved of 
their choice of Speaker, and granted the usual 
privileges, he delivered the following Speech :
Mr. President and Honorable Gentlemen of the 

Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker and Uentlemen of the House of 

Assembly :
It affords me great satisfaction to inaugurate 

my official intercourse with the representative 
branches of the Legislature ol Prince Edward 
Island. 1 am glad to have an opportunity of 
meeting you so soon after my arrival, and I use 
this occasion to solicit at your bands that cor­
dial co-operation and support without which I 
cannot hope to acquit myself as I should wish 
of the highly responsible duties which the 
Queen has been graciously pleased to entrust to 
my care.

I lose no opportunity of making myseli ac­
quainted with local wants and circumstances, iu 
the hope that my advice and assistance may be 
in some measure subservient to the public good ; 
and while congratulating you on the increasing 
prosperity ot the Colony, as evidenced by the 
statistics and returns which will be communicat­
ed to you during the course of the session, I 
trust you will believet hat I have no earncslcr 
wish than that herealter you may be able to look 
back to my administration as ji period during 
which the welfare of the people was the chief 
object and desire ot those entrusted with the 
management of public affairs.

1 had the pleasure of assisting at the opening 
of the General Exhibition which was held in 
Charlottetown shortly after my arrival. Im­
pressed with the importance of encouraging 
competition amongst those engaged in industri­
al pursuits, I was glad to avail myself ot that 
early opportunity ol examining some ol the sta­
ple products of the Colony, and I was much 
struck with the marks of industry and progress 
wnich the Exhibition afforded.

We have no little cause to be grateful for the 
protection vouchsafed to us during the past year. 
An abundant harvest, undisturbed public health,

False Lights.—Captain Davidson, of the 
brigt. “ Florence," which arrived from Deme- 
rara last night, reports that this vessel had a 
narrow escape from going ashore in coming in.
It appears that the parties in charge of the 
wreck of the brig “ Fawn.” had erected a very- 
brilliant light over the wreck to facilitate their 
efforts to save the cargo. The light was mis­
taken by the people on hoard of the “ Flo­
rence " for the MeaghcFs Beach light, and but 
for the watchfulness of the look-out men, who 
noticed tho breakers inst in time to wear ship- 
the vessel would have gone ashore, and proba­
bly have been a total loss. The steamer “ Zee’* ; M 
from Boston, bound to France with a cargo of4! 
provisions, sent by charitable people in the 
States to the sufferers by war, was not so for­
tunate, for. allured, it is said by the false light, 
she struck outlie Bell Rock of Tennant and 
sunk. The crew barely esca|>ed with their 
lives. The steamer will probably be a total 
loss, though ln#pes are entertained that a por­
tion of her cargo ami machinery may fie saved. 
The tug-boat “ II. Hoover” was sent down to 
the scene of disaster this morning to ascertain 
what can be done to save the vessel or cargo.— 
Recorder.

Alleged Murderer Caught.—About the 
20tb ultimo live burglaries wi re eomiiiitlcd iu 
Demerara within three nights by a gang ol bur­
glars, the last res tilling in the murder of a man 
named Edward Richard Francis, alias Allen, 

i'hje modus o/rctandi in each case waa alike. 
The burglars bored a hole near each corner ol 
the leeks of the doors that they wished to en­
ter, and then by sawing connected the holes ; 
the door was then, of course, open. It appears 
that when they were breaking into Mr. Fran­
cis’ house he was awakened liv the noise, and 
coming down seized one of the robber*, who 
instantly stabbed him, and he dropped down 
dead. Two ol the burglars have not been 
found so tar a« is known. The third, a negro 
named Hugh Grant, alias William Grant, stow­
ed himself on board the brig “ Fawn," which 
was lost oil' Sambro on Saturday night, anil 
thus escaped from Demerara. Last night, in 
company with the crew ol the “ Fawn,” Grant 
came to town and with them went to the police 
station for shelter for the night. But Nemesis 
was on his track. The brigt. “ Florence ” ar­
rived at this port last night from Demerara, 
having on board Ihe Inspector of Police, Mr. 
Horace Joseph, and a detective named,* 'liris- 
tian front that place in quest of the murderer. 
Immediately on arriving they went to the police 
station to consult with the authorities. Ti e 
first man they met was Grant. He was at once 
locked up, and the necessary forms lor his ex­
tradition are being prepared to-day. It is said 
that the evidence against Grant is very strong 
In a boat that he hired on ihe night of the mur­
der in order to cross the river were found a pair 
of boots that have been fully identified as bis. 
The knife—a long double-edged pne with an 
iron handle—with which the murder was coni- 
in’tted, and which was li lt sticking in the body 
of the victim, has been fully traced to Grant's 
►ossession. Some of tlm stolen 

iound in his house. — Recorder.
i property was

The Rev. A. Simp-on's Lecture last evening 
at Temperance llall, w as very largely attend- 
ded. 'ihe subject " Mental Dyspepsia” was 
handled in a masterly manner. The lectnn r 
untended that too much reading of sensational 
literature, novels, romances, Ac., deceased the 
mind, just as over feeding, excess ol stimulat­
ing drinks, irregular habits, and artifical living 
produces disease of the body. He deplored 
the spread of, and taste for, works of fiction • 
and expressed his fears dial such would give
place to the more solid literature ol the age._
Express, i’lnd inst.

Temperance Meeting. — The Rev Mr. 
Gaetz, of Piet ou. addressed a large audience at 
Temperance Hall on Thursday night under the 
auspices ol Sons ofTemporance. The meeting 
was opened with prayer, alter which a glee was 
sung. The Rev. Lecturer spoke at some 
length on the evils of the liquor traffic, and re­
ferred to the efforts which should be made lor 
its suppression.

Fatal Accident.—Ma. George Webber, 
engineer of one of the Dartmouth Ferry boats 
was fatally injured on Thursday night. He had 
entered the paddle-box to clear the floats of 
ice, and while he was thus engaged the wheel 
revolved. Ilia skull was fractured and he 
died at midnight Y’esterday an inquest was 
held a verdict of “ Accidental Death" re­
turned.
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