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and if this material is pfaced upon a foun-
dation that will not yield to the weight of
loads or heave with the frost, a road good
for all the year through is the result.
This is not theory, for hundreds of miles
of such roads have -been - built, and use
has demonstrated their permanence.

Municipal Ownership in Great Britain,

The consular reports of the United
States government frequently possess great
interest because of valuable information
they contain, and no one who can obtain
access to them should neglect the oppor-
tunity of doing so.

Among the most interesting is one from
Mr. James Boyle, at one time a Canadian
journalist, now consul at Liverpool, on
the subject of municipal ownership as
they kave it in England.

The consular report referred to states
that as late as a quarter of a century ago
the capital invested in municipal under-
takings in England amounted to $460,-
000,000. A year ago that amount had
grown to $1,500,000,000.

There are i1 Great Britian some g9go, in
plain figures 931, municipalities owning
waterworks, 99 owning the street railroads,
240 owning the gas works and 181 supply-
ing electricity. Most of these are in Eng-
land. Municipalities were not allowed to
work the tramways until 1896, but in the
few years which have succeeded the cars
bave been taken over by some cities and
more contemplate doing so. Glasgow
has one-cent and two-cent fares on the
city tram cars. On Liverpool’s fine system
of double-track electric cars the fares
range from two cents for three miles or
less, up to eight cents for something over
eight miles. Sheffield also has taken over
the tramways, but it does not seem to run
on the cheap fare principal, for the city
has been able to appropriate nearly $1oo,-
ooo for the erection of stores and other
producing buildings. The wisdom of this
course is open to serious quegtion, as rents
may be hazardous, while traffic in such a
city as Sheffield is certain, and is not
likely to decrease. Mr. Boyle asserts
that fully half the gas works in England
are the property of the citizens of the
municipality in which they are located.

Liverpool appears to have led in the
matter of housing the poor in a satis-
factory manner, and with due regard to
the principles of sanitation. ~Municipal
tenements three or four stories high are
built in blocks. The flats have single
fixtures, including gas supplies on the
“ penny in the slot” plan. A single rcom
can be had as low as 45 cents a week.
The rent of two rooms ranges from 69 to
8o cents ; that of three rooms from $1 to
$1.10; that of four rooms (the largest
suites provided) from $1.25 to $1.50. In
a few dwellings hot water is supplied.

Mr. Boyle does not pass over the
objections raised by so many to civic
proprietorship of public utilities. He
points to the example of the city in which
he is consul as a proof that such owner-

ship does not promote public extravagance
or discourage in any degree private
enterprise. It appears rather from his
sentiments that in Liverpool the efforts of
the city have stirred up private enterprise
and inaugurated a system of public relief
which would probably never have been
witnessed but for the public examp'es set.

In Canada we have not yet arrived at
the stage of our existence necessitating
certain phases of municipal ownership
which are dealt with in Britain. © But the
matter is a debateable one, and as the
readers of the public press know the
acquisition of the chief items in the list of
public utilities is openly advocated by a
great many people. The issue may be
within the range of practical discussion
sooner than we may imagine, and what-
ever is published concerning it calculated
to cast light on the workings of the
system wherever it may be found in
operation cannot but be instructive and
valuable as a guide.—ZBrantford Ex-
posiitor.

School Property Not an Asset of a Munici-
pality.

Our attention has been drawn recently
to an auditor’s report in which the school
‘houses and lands are included amongst
the assets of the municipal corporation.
A communication has. also been tent to
us, urging the soundness of the position
taken by the auditors in this regard. ‘A
brief comment will be conducive to a cor-
rect understanding of the matter. Web-
ster’s dictionary defines the term “assets ”
as meaning ‘“the entire property f all
sorts BELONGING to & person, a cozporation
or an estate.” Therefore, only such pro-
perty as is-actually owned by a municipal
corporation can be included amongst its
agsets. A municipal corporation possesses
none of the elements or accessories of own-
ership in school property. It does not
purchase or pay for the same, has no voice
in its management or control, cannot sell,
dispose of, convey it, nor can it in any
way, or under any circumstances be made
available for the payment or satisfaction
of the debts of the municipality. Sub-
section 12, of section 65, of the Public
Schools’ Act, 19or, provides that it shall
be the duty of the trustees of all public
schools, and they shall have power “to
take possession of all property which has
been acquired or given for public school
purposes, and to HoLD the same accord-
ing to the terms on which it was acquired
or received; and Zo dispose, by sale or
otherwise, of any school site or property
not required in consequence of a change
of site, cr other cause; to CONVEY the
same under their corporate seal, and to
apply the proceeds thereef to their lawful
purposes, or as directed by this Act.”
Nowhere in the Municipal Act, or else-
where in the statutes are similar powers as
to school property conferred on municipal
corporations, and these, being the crea-
tures of the statutes, can hold only such

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD.

property as the legislature empowers them
to acquire and possess. Section 10, of
the Public Schools’ Act, 1901, provides
that ““ the trustees of every school section
shall be a corporation under the name of
‘The Board of Public School Trustees
for school section . ..., of the township
of ...., m the county of ...., or as the
case may be.” Section 56 contains a
s'milar provision applicable to urban muni-
cipalities. A board of public school
trustees has an existence wholly separate
from the municipal corporation, and its
status as a business concern is distinct
ard independent. The municipal audi-
tors have nothing to do with the accounts,
etc., of a sehool corporation in their muni-
pality, except in urban municipalities, to
the extent authorized by sub-section 11, of
section 63, of the Act. It is true that all
moneys required by a school cosporation
for school purposes are raised andlevied by
council of the muncipal corporation from
and against the public school supporters
of each school section, or of the munici-
Ralitiy, as the case may be, at the request
of the board of the public school trustees,
or the public school board. This, how-
ever, 1s an executive duty imposed by the
statutes upon the municipal council, and
it has no property in, or control over, the
money when raised, or voice in its appli-
cation or expenditure. It is required to
be paid over by the council to the trustees
of the school corporation, which alone has
the right to decide as to what lawful school
purposes it shall be applied. In the
course .of his communication, our corre-
spondent asserts that there is no incom-
patibility in the two posiions. (1) That
the schools are the property of the school
section ratepayers (more properly speaking
the board of public school trustees) ; and
(?) that they are also an asset of the muni-
cipal corporation. The anomaly involved
in this assertion is, after what we have
sald, so apparent on the face of it, that no
effort need here be made to explain and
demonstrate its inconsistency.

Good Roads.

It would be possible to abandon few
miles of road in any county at this time,
unless a more favorably located substitute
were provided. The attempt would meet
with such opposition that those who pro-
posed it would be compelled to yield.
Nor is it likely that our roads will be less
frequently used. Travel may be diverted
from one road to another, but its volume
is bound to increase. People of this day
own more and better vehicles than did
our fathers. There is more of interest in
the country to demand travel. Our light
vehicles now in so constant use cannot
stand the rough knocks that the heavy
farm wagons of days gone by endured.
Hence our roads must be made passable,
for they are here to stay. The beginning
of the twenty-first century will see fully as
many miles of them as are here now.
Will that century find them in the same
condition ?




