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2 ARBITRATION TREATY,

A year ago it seemed that there was

a likelihcod that war ild break out

nited States and Great

between the |

brought

n I'he occasion whick

this state of aflfairs was not any

s which directly

disagrea:

affect the interests of the United States,
but only en such as relate to them very
emole

s a principle
of the
and it is con

I'he balance power

which governs the relations
Furopean great powers

sidered to be a sufficient reason why
each of these should have

zard to every question which has any

its say in re

bearing upon European international
whether the
Acia or Africa

trouble be in

politics,
uropt No one power
will permit the preponderauce of an-
other in the settlement of any such
juestion, and so there are diplomatic
interviews

difticuities and numerous

between the representatives of the

powers concerned, whenever there isa
nquestion relating tc of the three
ontinents we have indicated, affect
ing the relations of 1 pean powers
to each other

be a war between

{ and Japan, the securing of a
maritime outlet on some new coast, as

1 the case of Russia’s recent acquisi
tions he eastern coast of China, the

susion of English or French domin-

Sia Cochin China,
1dia vpt, or of German or Ital

1 inflner in the Transvaal Repub

r Abyssinia : but in all such cases
very uropean power 1magines,
whether rightly or wrougly, we need

nterests must

181 before anv final arrange:
has grown the United
hat t} ] e of power

1 } DI 1 ( b Western

r I ( h re is this dif
re hetwezn the wses, that the

ited Stat has acquired 1ts pre
Minance at a recel late, whereas
! 1 pow back to past
i several of them had acquired
( 1 A 0 yefore the

i v [ 1ce as a dis

L vereienty

America, North and Scuth, quest

ns also arise from' timae to time in

which Earopean powers have an inter

but the United States, being the

predominant pos hamisphere,

has assumed that 1is welfare requires
no Karopean power shall assume
\ " nty not already existing
rextend existing sovereignty

beyond its present limit
U'he doctrine known as the Monroe
doetrine was laid down by President
Monroe, whose tenure of oflice was from

{ 1,'and, though never form

lly  reco sed by the Iuropean
a1 t has heen adhered to with
uch pertinacity by successive Presi
ha United S , and when

ry disput wrose between

Britain and \ enezuela
lent  Cleveland so  strongly
resgserted it in order to limit the con

entions of England

soomed on the

in 1896, that it
point of becoming a
cause of war between the two powers,
The dispute, however, has been ap
parently satisfactorily euded, and a
treaty has now been signed between
Gireat Britain and the United States,
whereby the whole Venezuelan ques-
tion will be arbitration,
Two arbitrators are to be selected by

gottled by

oach of these powers to cousider judic
| British demands. On the
wtes side it is expected that

one arbitrators will be & nominee
the Venezuelan Government, and
sther a United States judge. It

ba supposed that these arbitrat-

ore will incline toward favoring the

ous opinions; and there is, besides,
this difference between the two cases,
that whereas there is gocd reason for
the view taken by St. Thomas, the
views of Archdeacon Wilson cannot be
explained in any other sense than that
Giod is merely an imaginary being,
and there are hundreds of Anglican
ministers who hold views as subversive
ernments directly concerned in the | of all Christianity as are those of Arch-
dispute ? deacon Wilson.
s»This matter has been settled by the —_
appointment of King Oscar of Sweden NEW HOPE FOR IRELAND.
3 positior i bi J
to lh(“ pogition of fifth ar n!rntf)r, and The Tory press of England and Ire-
the King has accepted the office. A . i
. , : ¢ .| land have been very persistent in tell-
fairer board of arbitration than this | = #
: .. |ing us that the cause of Irish Home
could scarcely be conceived, as it is : e
e Rule is dead, the last and decisive blow
not to be supposed that King Oscar | 8 : . "
3 > " - | having been given it by the elections
would have predilections for either of | - :
th t ity conpsined in '3h of 1505 which brought back to power
e g8 ectly concer 3 ,
; P TR ®|Lord Salishury and that implacable
dispute : but the chief matter for | 1 \ : Bal
A (dh wo e v 18400 for COnETALLIA- enemy to Ireland, Mr. Arthur Balfour.
x i < The wish was father to the thought ;

but it is not so easy todestroy national

wish to be, they would naturally in-
cline toward the views of their own
Governmentg, on doubtful issues at
least. It became, therefore, a matter
of great importance, who should be
selected as the fifth arbitrator. Who
was to settle questions where there
would be a tie between the votes of the
four arbitrators chosen by the Gov-

tion is that the peaceful settlement of
this question, which a few months ago

aspirations at one blow, and notwith-
threatened to create what would un- P = ¥

standing the adverse present indica

doubtedly have bLeen a most dis-| | h . o

[ tions of the will of the people of Eng-
astrous war between the two great : .
T . g ! | land, and the deplorable dissen-
Fnglish speaking nations, is the| | : ;

4 y gions existing among the Irish
first fruit of an agreement be-| " : Siis) :

: factions, the Irish Nationalists

tween the two powers, to leave

are as resolute as ever in demanding
that justice shall be rendered to Ire
land, a justice which cannot be had
antil self government be obtained.
The revelations made by the Finan-
cial Commission which has been inves-
tigating the monetary relations be-
tween England and Ireland have done
more towards bringing the Home Rule
movement to renewed life and vigor
; : than vears of argument have gucceeded
draw from the board of abitration any | $ b e
> . % “ |in doing, and we have seen thatin a
question which it may deem proper, | | 4
e ¢ single moment the apparently hope-
yet it is undoubtedly a great step : i,
WHngRs less cause has assumed a vigor which
toward the preservation of peace that |, :
is both a surprise and a terror to the
the agreement has been made even |
¢ ¢ o Government.
with this provision. "
To the

the Irish
have been split into three contending

future disputes also to the arbitrament
of a similar judicial board. Thus pro-
vision is made for the future preserva
tion of peace between the countries,
perhaps for all time to come.

It is provided in the treaty that ques-
tions which concern the honor of either
of the two countries shall not be thus
subjected to arbitration. This proviso
leaves room for either party to with-

dissensions in the ranks of

A war between Great DBritain and
the United States would be disastrous
to the interests of both countries, and
we must congratulate the statesmen of
both on the

which

Nationalists, whereby they

factions, the apparently hopeless con-

dition of the Irish cause was chieflly to

satisfactory conclusion y N
ki 4 be attributed, but now that it has been

has been reached, and which| | £ 2
‘1 clearly shown that owing to the gov
forebodes a peaceful settlement of ; ¢
Yo ull : : ernment of the country by an alien
nearly all, if not all, future disputes. d 27 ;
: majority at Westminster, Ireland has

0 smal y | t ) olic 2

No small honor is due to the Catholic | ) ap gvertaxed to the enormous extent
1 ar ‘hie n iy
LLord Chief Iingland, Sir of £2 500 000 per
'} ‘led Russe . ia rag]c an : §

harles Iu.x;.« I, for his foresight and time in the
wisdom in

Justice of annum, the

of the
ceutury there is a prospect that there
really united Irish
party ; and this time that party will
be composed, not of the Catholic ten

antry

firss

history

indicating the general

'inciples o +1t arhi. 2
principles on which a tribunal of arbi will be now a

tration might be agreed upon between

the two nations. The treaty which |
has just beey signed follows in almost
every respect the lines on which Lord
Russell deciared in his address to the
United States Bar, that such a treaty
could be made with due regard to the

alone, as has been almost the
case down to the present time, but of
all creeds and classes.

It has

that Protestants are just as deeply in-

frequently been pointed out

honor of both countries.

tereste

d as Catholics in the question of

[rish autonomy : but the evidences of
I'HE REV. DR LANGTRY'S

LETTERS,

this fact were not able to convince

them that they should be Home-Rulers,
The Rev. Mr, 1

gaged in writing letters which appear

in the Toronto A

angtry is still en and comparatively few of them were

ranged on the Nationalist side, though

il and Empire, and | there were some honorable exceptions.

the purpose of which is to show that | The Orange element, especially,
Catholics *‘ worship " images with the [ among Protestants pretended fear
same adoration which is given to that the Catholic majority would

Almighty Ged, and he still maintains
that this is the doctrine taught by St.
Thomas of Aquinas.

tyrannize over the minority, and the
landlord class, Catholic and Protestant
alike, convinced that the Home Rule
cause is inseparably connected with
that of Tenant Right, and that under
it the tenants would acquire many new

We have already shown by quotations
from the authoritative decrees of the
Council of Tient that the respect
shown by Catholics for the images of
Christ and His Saints is a merely re
lative honor, not offered to the image
itself as a material object, but to the
original, and as Christ is the object of
that honor when it is an image of
which of course
the houor paid to Christ is the supreme
adoration of latria—but the adoration
is referred and offered to Christ, the
material image being used merely as

privileges at the expense of the land-
lords, were also decidedly anti Home-
Rulers.

But the enormous over-taxation to
which Ireland has been subjected has
suddenly opened the eyes of the anti-

Christ Home- Rule party, and now we have

is before us,
the spectacle of landlords and tenants,
Protestants and Cathclics, the Orange
and the Green, for the first time seri
ously uniting to fight under one ban-
ner, and the Protestant landlords who
have taken up the cause of justice for
Ireland, are more threatening in their
attitude than have been the National
ists at any time, unless we take the
extreme physical force party, which
has never had control of the National-
ist policy. With one voice the coun-
try now demands ‘‘justice for Ireland;”
and at a meeting on Thursday last the
Earl of Mayo was very outspoken in
opposition to the Government. He
threw back into Mr. Arthur Balfour's
teeth the statement that Irishmen can-
not pull together on any one question,
and declared that on the present ques
tion they will bo a unit. e said they
are now ready to suggest economical
reforms, and he reminded Mr. Balfour
that over taxation

a medium to represent Christ vividly
to our minds

We have ceen also that, according to
Bossuet, there are theologians who do
not coincide with the expressions used
by St. Thomas, who is, after all, not
the Church itself. Nevertheless, his
explanation is not to be hastily rejected,
as he stands in the frent rank among
the exponents of Catholic belief and
practice,

But the Rev. Mr..Langtry is not in
a position to insist so strongly that

everytheologian's views are to be taken
as the sure exponent of the doctrine of
the Church. It is only a few days
since the Anglican Archdeacon Wilson
declared that the existence of

sonal God is not a revealed truth.

a Per

The
non-existence of a Personal God means
that there is really no God at all, and

had been the cause
of many revolutions, and that it was
vet the Council of the English Church | just such a question which sealed the

American view of the whereas

Case,

he two judges selected by the British |

|
Governm supposed to be |

nt may be

favorable.to the DBritish contention in |
16 di 1 ‘
[his is naturally to be expected, ;
wngh all the judges selected by

ers were inclined to .ndgu‘

justly ; for, however fair they may |

WAL G

| fidel.

nion has just refused totake any step | doom of Charles L.

towards obtaining a condemnation of This is just like what was said by
Lord Castledown at the meeting which
gounded the key-note to the present
The union of all Irishmen,

these views, on the ground that it is
not sure that the Archdeacon is an in-

movement.

A clergyman who belongs to a|which now seems imminent, will not

Church in which positive Atheism |.<‘.qumm to overthrow the Government

thus tolerated is not in a position to immediately, but it means the trans-

accuso Catholics of tolerating danger- ferring of sixteen votes at once to the
{

PSR e e

Opposition, and the reducing of the
Government majority by 82, which
is a matter for serious consideration,
as no doubt the justice of Ireland’s
claim will also have great weight with
other present supporters of the Gov-
ernment in England and Scotland, and
unless the Government yield in this
instance the whole representation of
Ireland in the House of Commons will
be inevitably permanently united into
one Home:Rule party.

This matter is not merely hypotheti-
cal. Col, Saunderson, who has been
hitherto one of the staunchest sup-
porters of Lord Salisbury, and who is
regarded as the leader of the Irish
Unionists, is their leader still in the
new movement, and so far has it gone
that the Unionists have had a meeting
with the three Nationalist parties, led
by Messrs. Dillon, Healy, and Red-
mond, and the Hon. Edward Blake has
been selected to move an amendment
to the address to the effect that justice
be accorded to Ireland by the immedi-
ate reduction of her taxation. This
course has been decided on, because
the Government propoces to delay the
matter until a new commission to be
appointed shall make a report.

Mr. Blake has been chosen for the
purpose, because he represents the
cool-headed, argumentative and logi-
cal type, instead of the hot headed and
fiery enthusiast. Thus Mr. Blake will
represent the new united Irish party,
and it is possible that this may forecast
his appointment as leader of a new
Nationalist party, which will represent
the whole country, whether Protestant
or Catholic. We have no wish to see
Mr., John Diillon superseded in the
leadership, but we are sure that Mr,
Dillon himself would be glad to retire
from nis present post, if by his retire-
ment a united Irish party could be
established.

SUPERSTITIONS.

The superstitions of ‘‘ Romanism ”
are a constant theme with our Protest-
antr

ious contemporaries, and there
rcely an

18 Sca

issue of the Toronto
Presbyterian organs, especially, which
does not deal sanctimoniously with the
subject, that the
Catholic Church euncourages superstit-
ious practices.

it being assumed

Hence it is held to be
a very laudable enterprise to rescue
the French-Canadians, the Mexicans,
the Spaniards, and the populations of
other Catholic from the
horrors of ** Romish superstition.”

countries

This is the only plausible excuse for
the missions which Presbyterians and
a couple of other Protestant denomin-
keep up in the

ations Province

of Quebec and elsewhere, where
the population is chiefly Cath-
olic [hese missions are univer
sal failures: but the missionaries

engaged in the work are able, by mis-
representation of the facts, to induce
their dupes to subscribe liberally to
wards their maintenance, and so the
work goes on, though they have been
unable to point to any real results
therefrom.

The Catholic Church does not, and
never did, encourage superstition in
any form. Every Catholic child is in-
structed, in the little catechism which
he learns at school, that all supersti-
tious practices are _strictly forbidden
by the first commandment : but we do
not include under the name of super-
stition prayers offered to God for mercy,
or to the saints in heaven asking for
their intercession with God for us, nor
is it superstitious to show due rever-
ence to the images of Christ erucified,
or the images and relics of the saints,
because these objects are used merely
to remind us of Christ and the saints
whom the images represent, or to whom
the relics call our attention.

Protestant polemists rave wildly
against these Catholic practices, but
they themselves employ images,
statues, pictures, and relics of persons
who may not be saints at all, as of
monarchs or statesmen, and even of
noted characters in the history of sect-
arianism, with precisely the same pur-
pose in view with which ihese objects
are used by Catholics.

Why is the image of Queen Victoria
stamped on the current coin of the
realm, unless it be that the Queen is
to be honored through her image?
Why are statues erected to the memory
of distinguished statesmen, unless
with the similar purpose of honoring
the dead, or of inciting us to imitate
their example, which is not always
worthy of imitation in every respect ?

DBut with all the zeal of Protestant

e et Wil R el wiehe da e Ol wamaewd

missionaries to repress superstition
among Catholics, which does not exist,
they close their eyes entirely to super-
titions of a most gross character which
are rampant among their own co-re-

ligionists.

Of all the superstitious frauds which
have appeared oo earth, under the
name of religion, there has probably
been none so transparently ridiculous
and absurd as that which goes to-day
under the name of Spiritualism, with
the aliases of clairvoyance, animal
magnetism, biology, etc.
Mahometanism has, to say the least,
a code of morals to recommend it. It
does not profess to regard infidels, that
is, unbelievers in the divine mission
of the mule driver of Mecca, as possess-
ing any rights tolife or property, and
so we have wituessed during the past
years the efforts of Scitan Abdul
Hamid to rid himself of the inconven-
ient presence of Christians in his Em-
pire, by wholesale massacre.

But the spiritualistic superstitions
have taken great hold upon the minds
of hundreds and thousands of people
in spite of the boasted enlightenment
of the age, and it is the more to be de
plored as it puts ou the mask of a
species of religion as a means of pro
pagandism. Yet its promoters are in
almost, if not in absolutely every in-
stance, simply prestidigitators who
find among the people plenty of dupes
to pay them well for their fraud. We
are happy to be able to say, however,
that it is very rarely that Catholics
are caught in the meshes of this super
stition, or any who have had a Catholic
education. Would it not be advis-
able if some of the
whoare devoting themselvesto the work

missionaries

of demolishing imaginary superstitions
among Catholics, would put some of
their energy toward destroying this
superstition among those of their own
faith ?

A curious development of the
Spiritualistic superstition has come to

light within the last few days in
Detroit. Under pretence of a gather

ing Tor religious purposes, a meeting

is held in a certain house near the

centre of the city, every Sunday,

where ghosts appear and Kkiss or em
br:

with such en

ice the audience,

dearing expressions addressed to

the individuals as ‘‘ Uncle
or ‘‘Brother Alfred, do

Robert,
you mnot

knew me? [ am your niece (or
sister) Eva (or Ida etc.)” It often
happens that the person addresscd
has neither niece nor sister of the

name given, but the seances are never
theless attended regularly by large
audiences, who willingly pay a dollar
a head for the religion they get out of
them. say that these
people would be very backward about
paying so much toward the worship of

It is needless to

the true God, devoutly as they worship
these material ghosts.
We recommend the missionaries now

engaged in French-evangelization to

devote some of their attention to evan
gelization among the wealthy Protest
ant citizens of the City of the Straits,
and of some of our Canadian cities'too,
who are devoted to a superstition far
worse than any to be found among
French-Canadians.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

It 1s a strange fact that the mania
for suicide is becoming more common ;
not indeed in Canada, where religion
of some sort has its hold on the minds
of the people, butin the United States,
which have for over a complete gener-
ation been almost without any relig
ious education. In the city of Detroit
alone, with a population but little
larger than Toronto, there were dur-
ing the year 159G forty six suicides,
of which six were Americans, six Cana
dians, two laglish, two Irish, two
Poles and one Bohemian. It is sad to
think that in the closing years of this
boasted century of enlightenment
there should be such a record, but we
have no doubt that to the absence of
religious education in the schools this
condition of affairs is chiefly attribut-
able. Those Canadians who wish to
abolish religious education in the
Dominion are laboring for a similar
state of atfairs here.

A LETTER from Dr, Tristram, Bishop
of Stepney, appears in a recent issue
of the L.ondon T%mes, which shows the
anomalous position of the Anglican
clergy in regard to the questions of
marriage and divorce. He declares
that a large portion of the clergy,
especially of the High Church section,
desire that the marriage tie should be
indissoluble, but he admits that owing
to the Church being a State Church
their views cannot be carried out in
practice. A clergyman cannot refuse
to remarry a divorced person, nor can
a Bishop refuse to issue a license for
such a marriage, as by so doing the
clergyman or Bishop would be subject
to the penalties prescribed by law for
refusal to fulfil his duties, The

e oo

Bishop thinks that there onght to be a

provision whereby only & civil mar-
riage should take place under such
circumstances, but as the Church is
entirely subject to the laws of the
State it cannot refuse the religious
marriage in the Church to those who
desire it, if by the civil law they are
free to marry.

Tue Auglican Bishop of Manchester
is disgusted with the farcical demand
made before the consecration or in
stallation of a Bishop of the Establish
ment, that any person having any
objections to offer should now come
forward and present them, whereas
when at Archbishop Temple's installa
tion, the objector, Rev. Mr. Brownjean,
was told that his objections could not
be listened to. The Bishop of Man-
chester says the demand should be
abolished from the rite, as it is well
known it is meaningless.

Tur attendance at Catholic scheoo
in the United States at the beginning

of the year 1505 was reported to be
953,944, In the beginning of 1596 tha
number had increased to 1,050 50

showing the astonishing iuncrease
Facts like this are a
answer to those who have
said during the Manitoba school dis
cussion that Catholics in other coun-
tries are quite satisfied to send thei
children to godless or Protestant Pub
lic schools.
for the
children,

115,422 pupils.
suflicient

Catholics everywhere wish
religious education of their

Tuere is now a better prospect than
ever that the condition of the Poles i
Russian territory will soon be amelior
ated. The reigning Czar has
supposed to be

been
more humanely in
clined than have his predecessors {o:
many generations, but for some reason
or other Lis attention has not been ser
iously called to the sufferings to whicl
the Catholic Poland have

been subjected on account

people of
of their re
efforts of Pope l.eo
directed for severa

ligion.
XIIL

years towards drawing the Czar's at

But the
have been
tention to the matter, and it is stated
that they have at last been successful,
and that orders from St.
have been

Petersburg
cfticials
measures which
have hitherto been employed in gov
erning Poland.

issued to to desist

from the oppressive

It 1s something we could never com
prehend, that Catholic I'rance persists
in electing unbelievers and enemies to
religion to the Senate and Chamber of
Deputies of that country. Religion
has certainly not lost its hold upon the
people of the rural districts, though
the cities are very largely given ove:
to the control of cs. DBut there

incomprehensible

scept
exists an apathy
among the people to elect sound Catho
lics to the chambers, and the result i
the same year after year. At the
elections just held for one hundred seats
in the Senate it is said that only
twelve who may be relied on as sound
Catholics have been chosen. There
are thirteen Radicals and thirty one
Socialists elected, and sixty-nine who
are known as Moderate Republicans
We presume, however, that some of
these are likewise sound on religious
questions.

Tue "Catholic Truth Society in
Oatario is making splendid headway
In Toronto there are now four branches,
connected with St. Mary's, St. Michael's,
St. Basil's and St. Helen's pariches re
spectively, besides branches in Tren-
ton, Ottawa, St. Thomas and Winni-
peg. A public meeting is to be
held at an early date in St. Mary's
church, at which reports will be pre
sented from the different branches
in Oatario. In connection with this
meeting a lecture will also be given by
His Grace the Archbishop of Toronto
(who is the patron of the society). He
is taking an active interest in the
work. The future of the society seems
to be assured, and the encouragement
which it is receiving from those in
authority is very gratifying. We hope
to see by this time next year branches
established more generally and the
laity more actively interested in the
great work of disseminating broadcast
amongst our separated brethren the

knowledge of the teachings of the
Church of Christ.

Lenten Preacher at Notre Dame.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Paris
has appointed Pere Ollivier, the fam-
ous Dominican preacher, to the post of
Lenten preacher at Notre Dame, va-
cant by the death of Mgr. d'Hulst,
thereby continuing the tradition which
connects the great order of ‘¢ Preach-
ing Friars " with the cathedral pulpit.
Pere Ollivier, who is already well-
known in Paris, has the reputation ol
a quarter of a century as a preacher
of unusual power and originality, and

| a perfect master of the elocutionary
| art, who never fails to rivet the atten-

{ £p

i tion of Parisian audiences.
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