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OLIVER PLUNKETT

IRISH BISHOP AND MARTYR
RECENTLY BEATIFIED
By Rev, J, Scannell, D, D,

The Confederation of Kilkenny
(October, 1642) marked the fusion
temporary 8 it proved, of old Irish |
and Apglo-Irish in the struggle for |
religious liberty. A notable figure |
ot the meetings was that of Father |
Scarampo, who attended ns Delegate |‘
of the Holy See. On hig return to |
Rome in 1645—Rinuceini had suc
ceeded him as Nuncio—Father |
Scarampo was accompanied by five |
young Irish aspirants to the priest
hood. One of these was Oliver
Plunkett, then a lad of fifteen yesars,
a member of one of the most notable |
Catholic tamilies inIreland., Oliver's
father, who resided at Loughcrew,
Oldcastle, Co. Meath, was nearly
related the Earl of Fingall, the |
Earl of Roscommon, the Baron of |
Lonto and the Baron of Dunsany.
Shortly after his arrival in fhe |
Eternal City three of Father
Scarampa’'s proteges entered the
Irish College, Plunkett, Brennan
(afterwards Archbishop of Cashell), |
and Walsh, who an Orator
jan. The Pontifical Irieh College
had been founded in 1628 by Cardinal
Ludoviei to Irish levites
with the education denied ther
their own country in those days
persecution. number of
dente rarely exceeded ht,
before the cloee of the 17ih century
the Ludovisian College had given |
to Ireland two martyrs, (Philip Clery,
executed in 1642, and Oliver Plunkets,
gix Archbishops (among them Peter
Creagh, consecrated Bishop of Cork
in 1676, and promoted Archbishop of
Dablin in 1695), three bishops and a
host of apostol ieste. In the
Irish College Oliver applied himsgell
with diligence to the study of
mathematics, philosophy and theol
ogy: hie epecial course in Canon
Law, a subject for which he dieplayed |
a particular aptitude, was taken af
the Roman University. In 1654 he
was ordained priest. The oath
demanded of students of the Irish
College bound him to return to Ire
land at once, but i was then |
impossible to enter that country.
Owen Roe's victory at Berburb in
1646 had raised the hopes of the |
Irish; they were soon shattered by
the treachery of Ormond. King |
Charles had been beheaded in 1649;
Cromwell was magter now. The
Catholic soldiers had taken gervice |
abroad. Many of the defenceless |
wives and children had been shipped
to the Batbadoes to be sold there as |
glaves. Famine had decimated the |
oountry; the survivors had been |
given the alternative of " Hell or
Connacht.,” The bishops were
martyred or in exile. Some priests
remained to minister to their flocks,
whom they visited in the disguise of
carters or herdsmen, or gathered
round them in the woods or moun- |
taine. A substantial reward was |
offered for icformation leading to
the arrsst of priest, monk or nun;
thoee who barboured them did so ab
the risk of their life and the confisca-
tion of their property. Spies were
buey in Ireland and at the ports on
each gide of the English Channel.
Under those circumstances ' Father
Plunkett was dispenced from the
immediate fulfilment of his mission-
ary oath and ordered to await in
Rome the arrival of a favorable
opportuanity. In the itime he
was to devote himeself iy and
pagtoral work with the Oraforian
Father at the Church of San Girolamo
della Carita. Three years later he
was appointed Professor of Theology
at Propaganda, which position he
fillled with distinction for twelve
years. Meanwhile he had been
named Congultor of some of the
Sacred Corgregations, and had
bscome a prominent figure in official
circles. It is clear, however, that, |
despite his academic success, he |
oconsidered himegel! that he was
merely marking time, and had a
contemporary of bis, who has much
to eny of that succees, insists much
more on the eimple piety of the
professor, his love of the poor, and |
his ardent desire to devote his life to |
the spiritual coneolation of his |
fellow-countrymen, Meanwhile the |
hopes of Irish Catholics which had ‘
been raised by the nccession of |
Charles 11. were shattered again by |
the duplicity of Ormond. ’J‘hrough\
his machinations Dr. Edward |
O'Reilly, Archbishop of Armagh, was |
arrested in 1666, sent as a prisoner
to London, tried and banished. The
exiled Primate died in Paris in 1669, .
and the question of & sucoessor arose.
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Several names were suggested to the \

Holy See, but the Pope, intervening |
personally, appointed Oliver Plunkett
to be Archbishop of Armagh.

Archbishop-elect should
crated in Reme,
keeping hia

be cense-
Plurnkett,
the

and Dr,
departure frem
arrived in Belgium eaxly in Nevember,
Despite his preeaudions, the author-
jties in England and Ireland were
already on the watch for him, and
Lord Conway, writing frem London
to kis brother-in-law, Sir George
Rawden, in Lisburm, warns him that
an Italian named Agnetti, and Plun
kett, designated Awchbishop of
Armagh, ' lie lurking in Ireland to
do misehief. I1 you can dexfex:
ously find them eut and apprehend
them, 'twill be an acoeptable sexvice.”
As a matter of fact, when that latter
was written Dr. Plumnkett was in
Ghent awaiting his eonsseratien,
whieh tesk plase on 308h Nevember,
1669. Shertly afterwards the new
Archbishep eressed im disgwise te
Epgland, Early im 1670 a peculiay
individual, wearing a military wuni-
form, secked hat and a stylish wig,

| two priests,
| prescribed by the liturgy

olics, which he
| ection of three Jesuil
| authorities at first

| Rome,

| eevere tax on the

| became
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It was deemed expedient that thel
|

was seen in the precincts of St
James'. He answered to the name of
Captain Brown ; his real title wae
Oliver, Archbishop of Armagh. In
March he crossed to Ireland, and was
cordinlly received by Sir Nicholas
Plunkett, the Earl of Fiogal, and
others of his numerous relatives. At
firét he moved about only in dieguise,
but when, towards the end of May,
Berkeley wae appointed Viceroy,
much to the reliet of Catholics, such |
precautions were congidered unnec
eseary. The Archbishop now devoted
himeelf whole heartedly to his pas
toral work. Hav ng consecrated the
Holy Oils with the assistance of only
ingtead of the number
a privilege
conceded to him by the Holy See, in
view of the searcity of clergy in Ire. |
land-—he set out at once on the visi
weeks udua‘r;,!’erui the Sacrament of
Counfirmation to ten thousand
persons, On June 17th he held a
General Synod in Dublin, which was |
attended by the six Bishops then in |
occupntion of their aud the |
’icars General of the other dioceses. |
In deflance of the Statute on Educa- |
tion, he tounded a college for Cath
laced under she dir
£ prieste. The |
ghut their eyes to
this infringement of the law, and the
venture seemed likely to succeed.
Monetary assistance was sent from
but as the remittances were
sometimes intercepted, the mainten
snce of the establishment was n
glender resgources
For three yes
to
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of the Archbishop
the college continued

Catholic boys with the
forbidden them by the
law, and many of the
among the Protestant genftry, at

tracted by the excellence of the |
teaching, placed their sons under the
direction ‘of the Jesaite. On the
renewal of the persecution, Dr, Plun
kett eaw his college, the fruit of so
much labor and self-gacrifice,levelled
to the ground. Berkeley't aversion |
to injustice and pereecution was gall
and wormwood to the Ascendancy
Party. Accordingly, in 1671, while
the Viceroy wse in London, & report
wae industriously circulated in |

s
provide |
education
letter of the |
more liberal

| Armagh that the Catholice had con-

gpired to murder all the Protestants.
The result of the exposure of that
imaginary plot wae, as was intended,
an outburst of anti-Catholic bigotry,
and for some time the Catholic popu-
lation was in imminent peril. The |
Primate had to burn all his foreign |
correspondence, even the brief of his

appointment. Berkeley's return fto |
Ireland was the signal for the cessa

tion of hostilities, but the Ascendancy
Party continued their intrigue against
the Vicerey and succeedad in obfain-
ing his removal in 1672. His sue-

| cesgor, the Earl of Essex, seemed at

first dieposed to continue the concili-
atory polioy of Berkeley, but it socn
apparent that there were

| dark, bitter days in store for Cath-

olicse. Dz. Plunkett continued his |
misgionary labors, and the accounts
gend by him to Rome, are as illumi-
nating to the student of Irigh history
a8 they are interesting to the Catbolic
reader. Almost without exception
those letters to the Pope conciude
with an appesal for financial sid. In
one we rend that the Primate of All

Ireland enjoys a revenue of sixty-six |
pounds a year; in another, that
during the preceding twelve months
his income has been five pounds, ten
ghillings ; in a third, that he will
probably be forced to pawn his epis
copal ring. Towards the close of 1673,
Essex, yielding to the continued prees-
gure of the anti-Catholice, signed an
edictbanishing from Ireland all Papist |
Bigshops and Regular clexrgy. Dr. Bren-

nan, Bishop of Waterford, journeyed |
in disguise to Armagh, and he and Dr. |

| Plunkett decided to take to the hills. |

Writing to Rome in December, 1673, |
the Primate says: "I find it diffi- |
cult to procure even oaten bread, |
and the house where Dr. Brennan |
and I are in hiding is of etraw and |
covered or thatched in such nl
manner that from our bed we may |
see the stars, and at the head of |
our bed severy slightest shower |
refreshes ue; but we are resolved
to die from hunger and cold mther\
than abandon our flocks.” Even in
this poor retreat they were not left
undisturbed. Spies got on their
track, and in January, (1674) the
Bishops had to take fo their heele.
The weather was very severe, and
in their wanderings through the
mountains and valleys they more
than once narrowly escaped being
lost¢ in the snow. For several
months the Primate had to keep
continually changing his place of
hiding ; yet, even with the human
bloodhounds on his track, he man-
aged now and then to bring the
consolation of religion to his pex-
gecuted flock. At the end of 167

the storm of bigotry seemed to have
gspent iteelf, and Dr. Plunkeit
returned to Armagh. For the next

| few years he was permitted #o exer-
Eternal City as gquiet as pessible, |

cise his apostolic ministry in com-
parative pemce, Beeides attendimg |
to the affairs of his own diecese,
he made visitations of saveral othexs,
and on .one oconeiom journeyed fo
Waterford, where he collected statis-
tios regarding the Province ef Cashel
for transmission to the Hely See.
In 1678 was héld the Provineial
Syned of Ardpatrick, This was the
gecond Provincial Synod eonvened
by Dr. Plunkett ; it was also destined
to be the last public exercise of
his Archiepisespal jurisdiction ; the
gtorm was already brewing which
was to clalm him as ite mest illus-
trious vietima., The perjured Titus
Onles had teld his story fe the
Euglish peepls and was enmriching
himeself at the price of innocent
COathelie bleed. As was te be
expoeted, suok another " plot ' was

soan ' discovered " in Ireland. In

| kenny.

| woods
| places

|
| Primate,
| tation of hie archdiocese, and in six |

| 6%h & body

| hin
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| assistance, and his application for

| tantastic charges

| their

| your

Oct., 1678, a proclamation was issued
banishing from Ireland all Bishops,
Jesuite and other Regulars. All
Catholic soocieties, convents, semin-
aries and schoole were suppressed.
The COatholicse were disanrmed., All
“Masge-houses and meetings tor Popish
Services” were suppresged in the
cities and euburbs of Dublin, Cork,
Limerick, Waterford, Kinsale, Wex i
tord, Athlone, Roes, Galway, Drog-
hedsa, Clonmel, Youghal, and Kil
A reward of ten poundes was
offered for the capture of a Bishop.
The Archbishop of Dublin
arresfed and thrown into Dublin
Caetle, where he died two yesars Iater.
The other Bishops fled to the boge,
and mountains, Several
County Louth asre siill |
pointed to as the hiding-places of the
In November, word |
was conveyed to him that bis old |
tutor, the Bishop of Meati was
dying in Dublin, Dr Plunkett imme-
dintely decided to take the risk
succeeded in reaching the cap
and administered the Last =
ments to dying Bishop.
authorities soon got wind of
presence in Dublin, and on Dec
ot militia
herington
the he in
had taken refuge, arreeted
and marched him off to Dt
Castle, where in cloge
conflnement
an defix
againet him.
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and en Irish "Popish plot
invented on the approved
The Viceroy fixed the trial for
rd in Dundalk, but MacMoyer
and his associ thought it more |
prudent not to put in an appearance
a8 their characters were too well
known in Ireland. A new trial was
fixed for the follewing year in |
London. In October, 16580 Dz,
Plunkett was taken to London and
lodged in Newgate, where he was |
kept in efrict confinement for
another eix mont e ftrial
opened on the 3rd May, 1681. The
illustrious prisoner was denied legal
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shov hand.

h
i

tufficient time to procure the attend
aace of witvesees feom Ireland, and
tor the production of certain docu
ments wae also refused. Among the
made against him
were the following: That he had
golicited aid from foreign princes %o |
destroy the Protestants in Irel nd;
that he had enrolled an Irish Army |
of 70,000 men ; that he had explored |
all the seaport towns of the Kingdom |

| in order to supply the French with |

detailed information which would |
enable them to make a successful
descent on the Irxiah coasts. The |
evidence of MacMoyer and his friende,
though carefully rebearsed broke
down at several points. That fact |
and the general tone of the address
to the jury by the Solicitor-General,
and the Judge's charge, make it
abundantly clear that the real issue
was the religious one. The jury
took only a few minutes to decide on
verdict. On June 144h the |
Primate was again brought to the |
bar. The Chiet Juslice in passing
the sentence of deaih, addressed Dr.
Plunkett in theee words : “Your's is
treason of the highest nature ; it is
yn in truth again
King snd the country where
you lived. You have done as much |
a8 you could to dishonor God in this |
cnse, for the bottom of your treason |
wae your setting up your false relig-
ion, than which there is not anything
more displeasing to God or more per-
nicious to mankind in the world. A
greater crime there cannot be com- |
mitted against God than for a man |
to endeavour to propagade that|
religion.” On the conclusion of the |
Lord Justice’s discourse Dr. I'iuu-‘
kett gaid ;: "If I were a man that had
no care on my conscience in this
matter and did not think of God
Almighty, or consciencs, or heaven,
or hell, I might hava sived my life,
for 1 was offered it by divers persons
here, so I would but confess my own
guilt and accuse others. I might
easily hava saved my life, but I had
rather did ten theusand deaths than
wronghully to take away one farthing
of any man's goods, one day of his
liberty, or one moment of kis life.”
The saintly prelate's preparation for
death was in keeping with his life of
holy fortitude. Several of his letters
to the Holy See, to the members of
the Plunkett family and to his fxiends
in Ireland are still extant, All of
them breathe of the same resignation
to the Divine Will, the same attach-
ment #o the faith for which he
suffersd, the same joy at being
chosen for the martyr's crown. On
the morning of July 11th, 1681, Cap
tain Richardson, Governer of New-
gnte, went to the Primate’s cell and
found bim absorbed jin prayer. The
byave Bishep greeted his English
gaoler courteously, thanked him fer
little kindnessss he had shown him,
and, without betraying the least
emotion, walked with him to the
prisen gafe. There he was thrown
on a huxdle, the gwards clesed in, and
the jeurmey to Tyburm began. The
orowdswhe lined the sfxests hadcome
to sceff; the ealm gerenily of the
Bishep's ceuntensnce, the lusive of
his eyes, his lips meving in silent
prayer meved the hssrés of many
who werse nef altegether insensible
te o tewek ol matare; epsll-beund
thoy elesed axewnd the living bier
and fellowed on #e see the end. The
gpet where the seaffeld steed ean be
regogmized te-day: it is marked by
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an inseription im brass, inset in the

pavement, whore Edgeware Road
oute into Oxford Street. Around
there, the Primate rose from the
hurdle and ascended the gcaffold
unaided. He looked around and
saw an endless sea of faces. A hush
fell upon the throng. Then Plunkett
gpoke, He reviewed his trial, the
injustice of refusing to give suflicient
time for his witnesses to arrive from
Ireland, and denying him the docu
ments he called for. He. recounted
the charges made ageinst him, and
denied before Ged that he wae guilty
of any of them. He told of the offer
made him to save his life by
others, and for the last time re
it with goorn, He admily

| none, make another selection.
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executioner, and the body of Oliver,
Archbishop of Armagh, Primate
All-Ireland
The body was
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‘Into

sharp
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cut

| disembowelled, the head wae cut cff,
were yoked to the limbs |

four horse

and the carcase was torn asunder.
Such pre the salient facis of the

lite of Oliver Plunkett told dis-

| passionately and without comment.
| They cap be verified by the study of |

the history of the period and more

particularly by the minute "“"Memoir |
by |

Oliver Plunkett,’ complied
Cardinal Moran, another alumnus of
the Venerable Irish College.
lives of the
appeared from time to
especially noteworthy are those
edited by the Catholic Truth Society
nd by the "Meesenger” Office.
Many relics of the martyr
gtill preserved. The trunk which
was firet buried in the churchyard of

time

now in the Chapel of the Benedictine
Monastery of Downside, Bath; the
left bumerus is enshrined in
Franciscan Convent, Taunton;
head, which
gecretly sent to the Benedictine
Monastery of Lambspring, Germany,
has found its way back to Ireland,

the

hidden in a Dutch clock whose works |
latter |
a remarkable |

had been removed.
precicus relie, still ir
state of preservatior
in the Dominican
edsa,

Once the
student-p:
was his cv
to wand
imp

on

a8 relic an o3
ve ance, he dream
which many an Irishman has dreamt
gsince then. Around him the silence
and the ruine of decay and death,
all that remained of Pagan Rome.
To the souibh lay Campagana’s weary
waste; thdre, somewhere beneath
the rank and weedy growths lay the
Catacombs where slept the martyrs
of the early Church. Imperial Rome
had erushed them beneath its iron
wheelg; where was it now? And
there to the north the mighty cupole,
the mausoleum of the Vicar of the
persecuted Christ, rome resplendent
and victorious. And then the
dreammer's thoughts wandered far
away, to a little land eet in the
western sea, to homae, to friends, to
fatherland, For there the same old
fight was raging now, and, even
as he dreamed, he thought ke heard
the clash of arms, the moans of
dying heroes, the piteous cry of
widows and of orphans, he thought
he saw the shattered altar, the
ruined shrine, the priest led fowxth
to death—and as he roused him from
his reverie he prayed it might be
given him to help his suffering
country, to spend himself for faith
and fatherland even unto torture
aod to death,

I'hat wns nearly three cenfuries
ago. On next Sunday in the Church
of St. Peter, Rome, almest within
whose shadew that young priest
dreamed his day-dreams, the Viear of
Christ will preclaim to Universal
Church that Oliver Plunkett, Bishop
and Marbyr, is envolled in the
Colender of the Beatified, and may
be publicly venerated by the faithful.

Soli Deo summsa gloris, but honor
algo #o the Iriech martyr and the
land that bere him.
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MASS DURING VACATION

The warm weather usually starvts
vacasion thoughts. When you were
away lasé year did yew attend Mese
on Sunday ? Did yeu have a chanee
te attend Mass ? Was there a church
pear the plasce where yew lived ?
And if there was ne chureh within
ensy renshing distanee, did yeu think
yoursell excused frem the obliga-
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| England,

| ing,
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tion ? Is this Sunday commandment
something you can shed like your
winter clothes when you go away for
the summer? Plense remember
that you cannot avoid the obligation.
Oatholics, therefore, should not select
out.of-the-way places where Mass
cannot be heard. In making inguir

ies about the food, board, fishing and |

other desirable features about the

summer resort where you plan to go, |

don’t
a

forget
church
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there are
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are many resorte where
churches ; make your se
amonget them.—Chicago New World,
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It was s mos) inspiring spectacle
when such » vast number who had

| been members of other than the Cath

olic Church, or indeed many of
them of no church or religious faith
union the "Oar
Father ; the "“Hail Mary”’ and
“The Apostles’ Creed” at the close of
went forth
and faithful
reton Pilot

into the world strong
goldiers of Christ.—I

"MALIGNANT
OF ENGLISH DOMINION IN
IRELAND

Frederick Palmer, Famous American War
Corre

By
pondent

Mr., Frederick Palmer, the famous
American war correspondent, has

Weekly, and his impreesions and con-

from |

| cally to rule a unit

GROWTH” |

| went to the hearts of all,
ness spoke of the happiness it gave
rais- |

| the
| visited Ireland on behalf of Collier’s |
St. Giles-in-the Fielde, London, lies |

clusione are publigched in a recent |

iesue of that journal.
a striking indictment of English
tyranny in Ireland, and for
reason will be entirely ignored by the

I'hey form

| English pre

At the outset Mr. Palmer unerring-
ly points to the sore kpot in the
malignant growth of English domin-
ion in Ireland.

“ Britons do mnot talk,” he 1

of ruling the white men of Canada,
and South which
gelf-governing dominions ; but
they do talk of ruling the brown,
biack, and yellow races and the white
men of Ireland.

lin,

Africa,

zes that this aff
the Irish
rtance to

And he real
Jusiice
vital

nd to
question

America,

makes
im

that |

Ireland’s demand for fair play as can |

the country immediately

concerned.
America's reputation for fair deal-
her honor, and her

are all at stake, and with

internal |

Irishmen forming a large and influ- |

ential part of her population it is
inevitable that America should
desire to see justice done.

Mr. Palmer makes a masterly sur-
vey of the problem. He sees on the
one side the native Irish—Catholic
to the backbone—and on the othex
the Protestant Irish, whom he
describes in tkis pungent way:
“ Their associations are with Eng-
land, which is Protestant; their
position as a majority is due fto
British rule. Their blood is alien—
do not forget that.”

MISGOVERNMENT H AS "BEGGARED
IRELAND

Mr. Palmer shows how English
misgovernment has beggared and
ruined Ireland. You who read in
English sheets that Ireland was
never more prosperous than
is, read this :

“ Ireland had eight million people
to Great Britain's sixteen million a
the beginning of the last century.
Today she has four million and
Great Britain over forty million. It
is a monstrous thought for the
world.”

And this :

“ I looked at o map of the British
Isles. All the steamship routes went
round Ireland, touching at either
extremity, to England. * On
the west comsst of Ireland is the
magnificent Rlaoksod Bay, looking
westward as the outpost harbor of
the Britiah Isles.

“ It ought by ite loeatien fo be
ag thriving as Liverpool, but its
trade is only local.”

THE IRISH IN A COUNTRY

Mr. Palmer dismisses the old
figtion that the success ef the Irish
in Amerioa is due to its mere stimu.
lating olimate : ' In Ameriea the
Ivish took om the epirit of their
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surroundings under the conviction
that they were Iin a free country
where the best man won,"”

SOME PEN PICTURESB

Agquith he designates an “oppor

tuniet,” and Carson as ''a thin-lipped,
hawk- faced lawyer

would have
attorney.”

Mr. Palmer refrains from describ
ing Lloyd George other than by
implication, and the implication ie
not flattering.

Lord French he describes thue
“French is an Irishmen of the Prot
yn class Speaking of the
failure in Ireland, he says:
Fi wae trying practi
3d white popula
tion against their will
to do in the twentieth o
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ach day Every interv
has b filled
ical functions or celebrakion
One of the two outstand

the week was Monday

with
U
1ding days of
when Cardinal

Logue, Bishops, clerical and lay visit. |

ors, and many of the
and students weat on pilgrimage t
attend Solemn Mass at the tombs of
the Irish patriot princes, O'Neill and
O'Donnell, who are buried in the
Church cf San Pietro in Monterio,
baving ended their days in Rome
after fighting gallantly for Ireland.
The second big day was Wednesday,

regident clergy
ga to

when the Pope received in audience |

the Irish visitore and Irish residents.
Four hundred were present.

The Bishop of Raphoe read an
address of thanks o the Hely Father
who replied in an allocution which

him to be God's inetrument in
ing Oliver Plunkett to the honors of
the altar, and of the certainty that
newly Blessed will
powerfully in heaven for hies own
people. His Holiness said :

“ For is not the presemt
one in which ireland

moment

reali

her duties ?

As queen of virtues
in natural order fl those nearest,
so surely Bleesed Plunkett's interces
gion will be first for his own paople,
the Pope

His Holinesa conclu
Cardinal Logue and
all Irish people. I
enthusiastically

said.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCIE
EXTENSION SOCIETY
OF CANADA
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KEEP THE TRADITIONS

The Higtory of early Canada is in
great part concerned with the activi-
ties of the miseionaries of the Catho
lic Church. These heroic men of old
France played an important part in
the religious and civil life of the
inhabitants of our country and left
to us a noble example worthy of our
best endeavors.

The Franciscane, the Jesuits and
the Sulpiciang, not to speak of their
co-laborers in the vineyard of the
Lord, the valiant women of la belle

France, gave to the world such an |

example of disinterestedness and
unselfish labor that i remains to this
day an incentive to self-abnegation
and sacrifice of worldly things in the
discharge of our duties in favor of
humanity.

Who can read of the missionary
labors of the pioneer priesta of Oan-
ada and not fesl a little of their zeal
for the glory of God and the salva-
tion of soulg! But, mark you, thess
lenrned and dsvout men were nof

she now | only the " qui vive” for the spiritual

welfars of the people committed to
their care but they took, toe, a most
active and practical interest in the

temporal cares of the pioneers of this |

country.

Ags the population incremsed in
numbers so also did the shepherds of
Chriet. Wherever the hardy settlers
went to seek their fortune, we find
the priest bearing his share of the
toil and guffsring and his wise words
and influence reconciling the ssttlers
to their lot and fixing them to the
soil.

In latter days the great prairie
Provinces of the West and the ceast
province, British Celumbia, attracted
many Cathelics of different national-
it The demand fex priests was
just as urgent and their steadying
influence just as needful as in the
days gone by, Many prissis respend-
ed te the eemmand of the Master to
go forth and te seck and te pretest
His skeep, scattersd as they were
ever immenege distriets and linble te
lese their greatest possessien, Cathe
lie faith., Oneciroumstanee hindered

end Covenanter |
who, if he had been born in Americs, |

a hard thing |
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3 most in need |
of help from on high that she may |
e her legitimate desires with- |
out, however, neglecting any part ‘of |

o ]
charity helps |

in a great measure the success of the
Church, While in the olden days
the increage of population was grad.
ual and the increase in the number
of priests adequnde, this no longer
wae the omse in Woestern Canada.
The influx of population was sudden
and great. The - transition from
primeval prairie and a few settlers,
to buey towne and a large but
scattered rural population was so
| guick that the Church was unable to
| cope with the situation. To add to
this, thousands upon thousands of
the new comers were from Austria,
Germany and Rusein, in fact, from
every nation and
| priests ¢ guages
were required I'hey wer t to be
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Previously scknowledged
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Theresa Harringfon, Ken-
sington, P. E. I
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FUND
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There are four
pagans in China.
pass in review al
sand a minute, it
months for them
Thirfy-three thc
daily unbapli

{ ) ade
urgently needed

hundred million
It they were fo
he rate of a thou-
would take nine
all to go by
usand of them die
| Missionaries are
to their

0
go

to
| reacue.
China Mission College,
wtario, Canada, is for
of prieste for China.
fourtesn &

fare

! has already
3 %, and many more
applying fox admiftar Un
| fortunately funds lacking fto
| accept them all. na is crying
| out for missionaries. They are
ready to go. Will gend them ?
The salvation of millions of souls
depends on your answer to this
urgent appeal. His Heliness the
Pope blesses beseinctors, and the
studenis pray for them daily.
A Burse of $5,000 will suppord a
gtudent in perpetuity. Help to com-
| plete the Burses.
Gratefully yours in Jesus and Mary
J. M FRASER,
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