. /his character, his special gifts,
dn ‘the mission God has _given

As I stand here, I fear not
. to say, as I gaze aloft and
“behold in spirit the millions
“of glorious saints around
the throne of God, as I hear
 them chant .the glories of *
God Almighty. I fear not to
| say that among all the
saints of God, among the
millions of those that stand
around His throne to-day,
there is not one who so
symbolises, who so glorious-
ly < personifies a nation’s
faith and a nation’s love as
the great, the grand, the glo-
rious, the immortal Apostle
of Ireland, St. Patrick.

L el

y8 Lo
hard day’s work ho had no'!wm to

go to. no church to s(.homthu
Inthhmlnm#ho*

to. welcome him,
spent ' six long u.nd we-ry years. At

the end of that time he was'in pray--

er one evening, and an angel of God
appeared to himi and told him: “The
days of your captivity are at an
end.’” The following night he had a
vision, and he heard a voice ' from
heaven telling him: ‘A ship awaits
you, go whither the spirit will lead
you.””  After travelling about 200
miles he came to a ship ready fo
sail for his native land. When he
reached his native soil, he hastened
Once
em-
and once
more he was surrounded by cheerful
faces and enjoyed the sweets of a
happy home. The thought 'of the
Irish, whom he had learned to love,
and the thought of their being bur-
ied,
his heart,
home, parents,

to the home of his parents.
more he found himself in the
]buc. of a fond mothes,

as it were, in paganism, stirred
and he bade farewell to
brothers and sisters,
and went and studied to prepare
himself for the sacred ministry, He
knelt before God's altar, and conse-

son co-equal with H:hl ’Bh fa~
ther is no older than the son, and
the gon is no younger thln tfu fa~
ther. They are equal in -n imngs,
and from them both proceeds ' the
Holy Ghost.””. Hearing these words,
they were astonished; . they . could
hardly believe ' their ‘ears.  They
thought he was speaking = foolish
things to them, when he ‘spoke. of
three persons and only omne God.
But St. Patrick had foreseen  1he
difficulty, and pulling from his bosom
a three-leaved shamrock, he held it
up before their eyes and showed how
the three leaves were 80 intimately
connected with the one stem . that
the leaves and the stem formed only
one ' shamrock. ‘The mighty Kings
and great rulers bowed their heads,
acknowledged he was right, accepted
the docfrine of the Trinity, and ask-
ed him to explain the rest. He then
went on to unfold to them the beau-
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~Would, my dear friends, that I had
the power to speak to you in a
manner worthy of this glorious Ap- | |
‘ostle; but bear with me for a few
$ f;iwin‘nu while I show you, as best
1 can, how God is revealed  in the
and the work accomplish-

by the immortal Apostle of Ire-
you

that the date of his birth is

of dispute. It is generally

ted, however, that he was born

n the years 370 and 880, but

minahle controversy. France
Scotland are the rival claimants
This

crated’ his life- and abilities, having
before his mind’s eye the Irish whom
he had so learned to love.

—

A few years passed by, and again
he had a vision, in which he saw a
man. come from Ireland with a bun-
dle of letters, and taking one of
them, he handed it to' Patrick, who
gazing at the envelope, saw written
on it “‘the voice of the Irish.’” He jm-
agined he heard the cries of the poor
benighted Irish calling to him and
saying: *‘Oh, noble youth, come and
walk among us again; come and set
us free!” Then and there he = deter-:
mined to followthe voice, and went
to Rome and knelt dt the feet -of
Pope Celestine, and got the author-
ity and eon:mlulon to go to Irelnnd

ties and the &ttributes of God. He'
spoke
tence, of God’'s love, of His mercy,
and of Hie perfection. He spoke to
them df Jesus Christ and His Virgin
Mother)
were created in grace and fell away
from God. He showed man’s respon-
sibility 4nd showed how,
sin was to be atoned for, God must
become man, in order to atone for
sin in His own nature,
lence; they listened with the great~
est attention to his words, until one
of the ' bards . next to the
the king ‘in power ‘and authority —
lolemnly rose and said:
Oh ye kings and chieftains of - Ire-

land] . This man s Sent from God;

he ' teaches ' 'the only true religion, |-
nadlmwdrﬂ:m-hup of ‘mine [

to them of God’'s omnipo-'

He told them how men'

it man's

‘All was  gi<

“‘Hear me,’

‘faith and drive her back to the dur)r.
[ ness of paganism, i

nation upon ﬁn Im of God’s carth

at that time. They came from Eng-|

land, they came from Scotland, they
came from France, they camé from
Germany, they came from Nbrway,
they came from Sweden, they came
from the nations of the earth and

knelt at the feet of Ireland to receive.

knowledge, to drink at the fountain
head of her wisdom. We can Scarcely
¥eop our patience when we hear jco-
ple speak about  ‘‘the . ignorant
Irish.’’ There was a time when Eng-
land, when Scotland and France and
all Europe came and knelt at the
fect of Ireland; and in those days it
was a greater thing to be an Irish-
man than to be an emperor. In thote
days Yreland sent forth her zcalous
gons, her learned priesth, her - conre-
crated virgins to all the countries of
BEurope. She. sent her sons to Erg-
land to preach the faith; they went
to Scotland to plant the faith; they

When ‘a boy, I rode through the |
glens ' of Ireland, and ‘strolled wa-
long her green valleys ard  around
her mountain tops, and, with others,
stopped to examine the mounds, the
monuments of those days of persecu- .
tion' and- suffering. - Time and time
again we rambled through the hall-
ways of ‘the old cathedrals thal now
no longer echo the pralses of God;
and even then our 'boyish: ' hesrts
throbbed, and we, in our boyishness,
desired to see the day when ' that

8Such
€ould not 1,

1 Ve up the Mass
gifts; they despiseq
them; ¢y

g sent his bloody

and  our TIrish forefa.

at them and despised

laughed at his threatg

u)d sl at deat.h They fled from,

their homes, and went to the higy

hills' and deep’ forests, and upon the

Md! of their persecuted priests vwag

placed a rewdrd. These Persecuted

priesta had to hide among the hijg

;and in the woeds. ' Their faithfy]

peaple followed them, and they celo

brated Mass, Baving for an altar ,

rock,  for a canopy heaven, and for

music the howling winds and biting

blasts. ' £

Before the Irish girl St. Patr

held up Mary the mother of Je.
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'went to France and Germany, to

‘Russia and Denmark, and there they

planted the faith of Patrick. '.lhvre
18 not a nation on the face of ‘the ‘
earth to-day where the Irish mis-
slonary has not unfurled the stand- |

‘ard of the cross, and around iz was

entwined the shamrock,

Come to the story of Ireland’s suf-
ferings. It is a sad, but a glorfous
one, The Dapes came down ~from
the north and swept ovep the land,
They carried death and @evastation
in their train; they did all in their
power to rid Ireland of her Catholic

1o their feet, and

GUES'!‘S

flash amid the lightnings of war, aud
when ‘the day should dawn that it
would float in the breeze . on the
hill of Tara, But Ireland’s body is en-
slaved. Yes, her body is enslaved,

buthersonl hu!mto-dayult
was in the days of St. Patrick; and
Irish faith’ and Irish loyalty to the
Church is as true to-day, as pure to-
day. as it was when Pafrick stond
on ' the green hills of ‘Etin ang
proached the doctrinie to the ' Trish |
people, who took that doctrlne and

and before the Irish mother
mpodel of maternal tenderness,
for 1,500 years' the girl and
the Irish mother before the
world as- WI of purity, models of
chastity and models of every virtue
that adorned the sweet mother whom
they called Mary. He also taught
them lqydtw to Rome. ' Oh, here’s
i dwelling on.

as a
and

m

that faith from his lips, and pressed |£olled over the whole of Burope, and

it to' their hearts, and 80 illustrated
1t with their virtuous lives. that for

|{a thousand years, Irolm

that here and there
ﬂnd a man WOBI’ID‘

my friends, that man.
an Irishmen; there is
thing radically wrong
him; there is & drop

2 eign blood in his velr
don’t believe that it 1

' sible for a true-blo

of Ireland, a noble-h
Irishman, to aposta
be a renegade to Rom
centre of Catholicity,

L

it was a proud boast of
—that her fortresses enci
globe, and that her
heat  followed the
the sun, but it is' m
true of Ireland and the I
‘Ge in spirit through every
the face of the earth, angd
you go you will find a fo
up in the defence of Catho
will find the Church and
wherever you go. Wherever
you will find the Irishman,
and Catholic are s
werms. Wherever the rays
sun fall to-day, they fle
a green flag, and that flag
round the cross, and arc
cross is entwined the sham
Columbia, that great and
pation, the starry " ba
over the Catholic Ch
There ie no country in the
pelieve, where the Irish ai
to'Rome and Rome’s doct:
ever you travel throughout
you will find a Catholic sc
a COatholic Church. Where
you will find a Catholic
;.nd a Catholic Irishwoman
are the missionaries, pre
by word, but by example,
of St: Patrick,

Oh, my friends, as 8
stands before the throme o
gazes down upon us here,
heart must throb with joy
and calling around him th

man

, -of virgins and martyred s

Ireland, who chant the g
God and the glories of
Church, as he gazes down
to-day, he says to you: **0
men, be true to yourselves
to your faith, be’ true ‘to
wious  history.” Your fi
bled and died for the faith.
this- faith; hand it down
<hildren, but let it be an e
daith; see that your sons a
ters are abreast of the tim
it that the bright minds
Irish boys and girls shall
with faith human: learning,
wisdom, so that never ag
be said that the Irish are
They never were ignorant,
they were forced to rt. i
ignorant when a persecutin
forced them to leave their
You have had the fAith tra
pure and unadulterated to
band it down to your
Oh, my friends, I call upo
8828 in spirit upon the gre
Erin; see the shamrock eng
on it, and bear in mind
shamrock is the symbol ‘of
That flag has flashed amid
nings of war in defence of
and faith. Oh, then, men
men here present, be true
flag, be true to that sham:
true to that faith:

flay your hands on your }
Lift your gaze to the dw,

: And swear that yow'll bear
Triumphant or diel””

s

AFTER MASS, nr_
nnhul-m -Chief,



