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ed we are very much inclined to consider the ex- 
i rente variants as types of which the population is 

posed and to believe that the rather indifferent

Uttar's Nats.■ In presenting this article, “The Nation" ;ilKj ^ antagonism arc instinctive, that is to say. 
(N.T.), announces that it Is the first of a series on the 11rganicially determined. It is fairly abvious that for 
Nordfe Myth, to he followed by others In dtseusslon of race individuals this rule does not hold good. The nuni 
relations and racé superiority. Çrani Boas, the author of 
the present article, was a co-worker with the late J. A.
Tek of the 8. P xA C, a research worker and accomplished 
ethnologist whose field lay especially among the various 
tribes of B. C. Indians.

I
com
but frequent middle group originates from an inter
mixture of the two extreme types. When practical

The

erous eases of racial mixture between whites and
all other races show clearly that there is no funda-

involved this view is useful.mental racial antipathy that would prevent the clos- questions 
ist and most intimate relations between individuals physician who distinguishes between the asthenic

and eusthenie tvpe or between other constitutional
His

are

of the most diverse races. Furthermore it is import
ant to note tKat race antagonism is not by any means types is confronted by a practical problem, 
a universal trait of mankind While it is very pro- classification of types does not imply that the indiv- ,

iduals of different constitution are distinct typesTHE intensity of race consciousness in our
country is not entirely due to the presence in nonneed among Anglo-Saxons, it is weak among
large numbers of various non-European races, most of the people of Romance tongue. The present which intermingled and from which the middle type 

for even a hasty review of the attitude of many French policy of treating the African Negroes as n indifferent constitution developed. In the same
Frenchmen has for its basis a theoretical denial of way the occurrence of long heads and short heads

in Sweden does not prove itself that we must
The

European nations reveals a phenomenal growth of 
• the feeling of racial antagonisms. The belief in organ 

ie difference between the European and the Negro or 
the European and the Chinese has come to appear as 
so fundamental that social and political relations are shown also by the social conditions in many South

■e;.essential racial differences and is possible only on ac
count of the lack of a strong, widespread feeling of 

The weakness of race conscious-o have a mixture of two fundamental types, 
extreme forms may as well be interpreted as variantsrace antagonism.

people speaking Romance languages is of a single ancestral type.ness among
On the other hand extensive migrations have oc

curred since very early times the world over and
Tfie .

determined by it. We no longer demand any care- American countries, 
fnl examination of the reasons for the feeling of Still more striking is the attitude of Mohammc- niixtures of distinct types have been common, 

period of isolation in which the differentiation of 
local types developed must lie in a very

The present conditions show gradual transi-

dans, among whom racial affilations count very lit 
tie as against religious unity. A convincing proof 
of this attitude in early times is the description of 
inter-racial relations in Arabian literature. A study ,ions between types inhabiting adjoining anas, due 
of the behavior of children shows also that while a

difference, but accept it as an instinctive, unavoid
able effect of the contact of different races.

The theory that mental traits are determined by 
race is old. In earlier times it was not clearly dif
ferentiated from the assumption of an immediate in
fluence of environment upon body and iqind. In 
the eighteenth century we hear of the belief that the 
type represented by the nobility is organically super
ior to the type represented by the commoners. In 
the nineteenth century the theory of the racial deter
mination of mental traits made rapid headway. It 
was a convenient prop for supporting slavery and 
was, therefore, used as the strongest argument 
against the aims of the Abolitionists. Bat aside from 
this students of the history of civilization became

remote
time. a

largely to intermixture. Local types exhibit every- 
eonseiousness of race difference may be present, it w|letx, siniilar degrees of variability, so that it is 
does l)8t include necessarily any feeling of racial an difficult, if not impossible, to determine the charac- 
tagonism. As the child grows* up the dividing line -lCristics of the earlier purer types that developed by 
between the races is impressed upon it, and in this
w„y the race eonsciopsness develops until it be- ^ component races are fundamentally

purely automatic reaction which evokes the ^ thc attempt to relate in an old stable pop-
intensity of feeling as the so-cal ed instinctive racial types determined by de

reactions. Nevertheless the two are fundamentally ^ charaeteristi« is. therefore, an almost in
distinct. If racial antagonism were instinctive 1 ,aRk We oannot one individual to
would appear among all mvmbers of mankind, not

... ., . ___ , ... necessarily in earliest youth, but certainly at the
impressed with the evident differencesof mental be- ^ of If on the other hand, it Is a be
havior in large divisons of manknd. Gustav Kleinm 
in his “Allgemeine Kulturgeschichte der Mensch- 
heit” discusses at length the aptitudes of different 
racial types. Caros tried to explain the his
tory of nations on the basis of their organic char
acter, but the whole problem received its principal 
impetus by the publication of Comte de Gobineau *s 
‘‘L’Inégalité des Races Humaines.’’ In the course
of time the arguments by which he tried to prove .,, . ,, ,, . , B .. _______ Numerous attempts have been made to give athe superiority of the blofid North European type f _„ . ' „ , . . scientific status to the feeling of racial differenceover all other European groups made a deep mi- . , , . - ... , . . , . . , and particularly to the claim of Nordic superiority,pression, and since thrft time the conviction has auu p J . , , ,. . , . , . 1, , , In these attempts use is made of historical data, ofgrown apace that fundamental, organically deter- , . , . . , , ,
e,”d drffcrenoe. J,um.n J to »hkh indiïiaMs of difforonl ere
™r •'■£ rru|: „ L= ^ m «. ib, »>, « for,,,, n-

pT however, do we bod . eooeirw ,„d debmfe ,newer ,o „„d merrttl «««„» -.-7 enonnou.ly in e.eb roee, 
C^b'rpm * F7"d*t““ • Nineleenlb Cen- ^ wh-| . „„ „„d fe.mre, that ore found in on, fee .re

tury ChrOization, or those of Woltmann, Laponge, .. aiso found among individuals belong To other races,
or BOW Gunther, and in our own country the much- Unfortunately the concept of race is uot at all happens that to judge by the size of his brain
rea4 Rwanda by Madiaon Grant, “The Passing clear. The terminology adopted by our immigra- ^ 0^cal or menUl functions an in-
ofthcGtoaflUce,-- to indicate the general character lion authorities ha, added greatly to the confusion ^ weU bc]ong t0 one raee to an-
of the growth of this movement. because they designate people speaking different lan- In such cases it is obviously impossible^to

On the other h*hd an equally voluminous liter- guages and of different political association as races ^ heredita,T racial characteristics because the
•tore has developed, intended to maintain the irrel- without any regard to their biological character».- ^ ^ characterizing any individual occur in a uum-
evpmy racial affiliation in cultural and mental tics. ber of human race8.
life. Much of this literature is dee to an effort to When we speak of innate characteristics of races
eombat thc anti-Semitic drift of our times. wc mean by the term race a group of people de- The importance of this observation becomes still

Quite aside Brum this discussion certain ethnolo- seended from a common ancestry and for this reason dearer when wc consider the individuals not only as 
. gists have based their ,Work on the assumption of an alike in anatomical form. Likeness does not mean members of a rate as a whole but as descendants of 
rwfntHI éhmeness of thc-lbental life of all races. In- identity. In no species or variety of animals or a certain ancestral group. The racial tyjfe is what 
UUhics into the development of civilization like those plants are all individuals strictly of the same form, is called by biologists a phenotype, that is to say, an 
ef Theodor Waitz, & B. Tylor, Herbert Spencer, or Differences in size and form are ever present and assembly of individuals that belong to quite distinc- 
AdtilBestian were conducted without any regard to variability within certain limita is one of the prime live line of descent. The phenotype, however may 

rightlnM, tari iL«h »Wi — - whole characteristics of organic nature. Individuals of the lie subdivided into a number of genotypes, or groups
Ufk^pphasbe the unity of mehtal behivior of man. —»«> variety are not identical and a variety deriv- of individuals having a common ancestry. In other 

fifiutn** the outcome of scientific discussion ^ from the Same ancestry will always embrace words, we most consider the whole race as constitut- 
—y ht the existence of racial antagonisms among nmuy distinctive indivklual forms. A whole racial ed of a large number of family lines. When we have 

—•"he The inquiry should be group never he described by a few descriptive a population that has been inbred for a very long
an investigation of the «quittons terme, htraute there will aSways be many indivld- time, such as certain village communities in Europe ” and of thfiaeundw* dating t^es. UhL impremion that o, small isolated tribre of primitive people, the

_ ._ «ta lweg raeial dlmrimin. eyed. t^ ^ldngheaded; whole community may reprerent, more or 1ère strict-

• but maiy Swedmjelwt confbrm ta thk deecripthm. ly speaking, one genotype, because they are all de-
It is generally assumed that race consciousness When th^ewiatlons are sufficiently pronounc- -tended from the same ancertral group and every
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one race, another to another, because we do not 
know the degree of variability found in the ancestral 
isolated race, and on account of the long-continued 
mixture the characteristics of '8".e parental races will 

in varying combinations in each individual.

havior that is developed as a social pattern it will be 
present only where this pattern prevails and will be- 

antomatie and therefore emotionally appear
All attempts to establish among members of the 
same social group ct vein tiens between mental ehar-

come more
stronger the_more pronounced the social pattern. It 
is also instructive to sec that in the castes of India
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dewelops without being everywhere founded When we speak of racial heredity we m an cer
tain characteristics in which all members of a 
partake. Thc whits ski "-color of the European and 
the dark skin-color of the Negro arc racin' heredit
ary traits, because they belong to all the members 
of each race. On account of the great variability 
of forms fundament d differences betvxt n various 
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