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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published every Thursday
(53 issues per year).

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or'parties. handsomely
illustrated with original engravings. and furnishes the most
profitable, practical, reliable information for farmers, dairymen,
gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

s. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, United States
England, Ireland and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.00
when not paid in advance. All other countries. 12s.

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 20 cents per line

agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is

4
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

s. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

9. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

10. CHANGE OF ADDRESS. —Subscribers when ordering a change

. address.

of address should give the old as well as the new P.
11. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, = uggestions How to Improve the
ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not
enerally known, f’articulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved
ethods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions
sent us must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.
12. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMITED),
LonpON, CANADA.
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Look at Your Label!

YOU WILL NOTICE BY THE ADDRESS

LABELL ON YOUR PAPER THE DATE TO
WHICH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION IS PAID. 1K
YOU FIND THAT IT IS NOT PAID IN AD-

VANCE, WE WOULD ASK THAT YOU REMIT
AT ONCE, AS WE ARE PUBLISHING TOO
COSTLY AND TOO VALUABLE A PAPER TO

PERMIT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS REMAINING IN
ARREARS.
Prize House Plans.
In the last issue of the ‘* Farmer's Advocate

and Home Magazine,”” we published the first-prize

house plan in the recent competition for houses
costing under $1,500 The award went to Mr
Joel S. Webb, of lLeeds Co., Ont The second
prize plan was furnished by Mr. A 9. Richard-

Middlesex Co., Ont.

son,

A Mark of Sanity.
1 may say that I am interested, educated, de
‘ FFarmer’'s Ad-

be

lighted and entertained with the
vocate and Home Magazine,”” and
without it for five times its present subscription.
I cannot see. how any sane farmer can get along
without it. JOHN EVANS
Addington,

would not

Ont

Neither too Dear Nor too Often.

Your paper is getting better than ever. Week
ly is not a bit too often, and we are always wait
ing for it with pleasure. WILLIAM wlkiBB

F'rontenac, Ont.
[ think you greatly improved your paper when
to a weekly. [t was too long to

o changed 1t

wait for it, as it is the best paper printed for the

farmw to take It is second to none in any wa)

you tuhe 1t GEO. E. SLA
Leeds, Ont

THE FARMER’S

HORSES.
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Hackney Action.

The structural development of the Hackney
having been considered in our last issue, a no
less important property belonging to the breed
must now be referred to, as a trotter, however
speedy he may be, is certain to receive but very
scant attention from judges in the show-ring if
his action is defective. Any horse, in fact, loses
more than half his value if he fails to “ move,”’
and there is just as great a difference in the
action of animals as there is variety in the gait
of men. The Hackney in one respect stands alone
amongst light horses, as he is, so to speak, one
movement short, for he rarely gallops, and relies
entirely upon the trot and walk as methods of
locomotion. The former of these gaits is so en-
tirely characteristic of the breed, that one can
readily belicve the truth of the statement that
many a Hackney can trot faster than he can
gallop, but, be this as it may, it must clearly_he
understood that no pacing—by which expression
the moving of both legs on the same side of the
body simultaneously is implied—or ambling is per-
missible in the case of a Hackney, whose trot 1s
a trot pure and simple, and unassociated with
any eccentric exaggeration whatsoever. In fact,
{he one, two, three, four of a true-actioned Hack-
ney as he pounds along is veritable music in the
ears of an enthusiast, and no breeder of the horse
be prevailed upon to try

will ever, it is certain,
to do without it.

Hackney action, however, like everything else
in this world,varies in quality, and in this re-
spect, as In all others, judges have been known
to differ very materially in their views, though
none of any position have cver been known to
give a prize Lo a palpably shoulder-tied horse,
and few possibly would ever dream of breeding
from the same. As in the case of every other
breed, the shoulders, knees and pasterns are all

called upon to contribute to the front action, but
in no variety do the shoulders exercise such im-
portant functions as in the Hackney, and hence
the importance that has been bestowed in the de-
seription  of points given to the length of
their bone, ensures  a good and elastic
serratus magnus muscle. If a horse does not
possess this he can never be free shouldered, the
result being that when he bends his knees, as he
should do, it becomes a case of all action and-no
is absolutely useless for every practical

his
which

go, which

purpose, for if a trotter does not get away 1n
front all the beauty of his going 1is completely
lost Conscquently, plenty of freedom and liberty

about his shoulders is to be regarded as being a sine
qua non in the selection of a Hackney, not only
on the grounds of the additional grace which such

a conformation imparts to his movements, but
because, assuming that his pasterns are also
good, he is far less likely to knock his feet to
pieces against the ground when fairly let go, than
he would he if he only lifts his knees up and
smashes them down again in an almost perpen-

dicular position.

A good knee action is,
the success of any horse,
raised—assuming always that they are straight-
encd out again in time to effect that most
peculiar poise which many of the best Hackneys
show just before their fore fect reach the ground
the more general the action of the horse will be
I'xaggerated knee-action is usually
at the expense of freedom at the
fow things are more irritating to
witness at a show than a cood-looking horse lift
ing his knees nearly to muzzle, and then
putting his feet down in the identical
place from which he raised them

Recarding the that a horse of
pasterns when he {rots. it may be explained that
upright joint promotes and,
naturally, not being so flexible as a long springy
one, is  not readily bent bhack and then
straichtencd when the horse is trotting. The feet
in the case of the animal which has good pasterns
are, in the majority of cases, picked up and put

of* course, essential to

and the higher they are

admired
only obhtained
shoulder, and

his
alimost

use makes his

a short concussion,

SO

down smoothly and levelly, without any of ttrat
dishing or throwing from side to side which
simply spoils the action of an otherwise fine

The pastern joints are, therefore, it will

mover
be seen, valuahle co-operators with the shoulders
in providing the Hackney with the desired front
action, and when properly moved by the animal
will he found to assist in bringing the feet down
with that comparative gentleness which con-
tributes so largely to their remaining in good
condition

The stifles and hocks, and, of course, the
pasterns, to a amall extent, are the joints which
reculate the back action of a horse, the hocks
Lhearine by far the most important share of the
movenient when  the animal is on  the trot
Naturally fhe stifles must he moderately bent,
else no pace will he cocured, but the chief merit
in a lackney's hind action is the <tvle in which
he moves his hoceks When these are first well
Lvenit nd then hronght Hit«“_‘. under his hody, a
ereat nount  of extra cround  will he covered,
and if he that his quarters are free from all
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superflous lumber, and his gaskins powerful, his
propelling power will then be tremendous. No
horse, Hackney or otherwise, can ever get over
the .ground at a reasonable pace if he leaves his
back legs behind him, added to which, it deprives
the action of a Hackney of the regularity which
is its greatest charm, if all the four limbs do not
move in unison. Many good Hackneys possess
a tendency to go very wide behind between the
hocks, which is unsightly, although the act is
frequently accompanied by undoubted speed. 1t
has been stated that a barrow might almost
have been wheeled between the hocks of the Fly-
ing Dutchman when he was fully extended—but,
then, it must be remembered that the great horse
in question was not a trotter, neither does the
maker of the observation appear to have re-
marked that his action was improved in appear-
ance by the habit. The development of a pro-
pensity to go too wide behind, although an eye-
sore, need not necessarily prove that a Hackney
is unsound, and, moreover, it is probably in many
instances the result of a mistaken principle in
schooling a young horse, by which he is en-
couraged to overexert himself before he is old
enough to take any liberties with his action
Horses that turn in their hind feet ought never
to be passed, whilst in cases when the latter are
turned out, the animal will be found to be more

or less cow-hocked, which, likewise, is a Vvery
serious fault in an animal who should stand
square and move truly above all things.

The principal gait of a Hackney—the trot—
having been discussed, a few observations may
now be directed to the scarcely less important

walk  which is so priceless a blessing when added
to the other virtues of a good saddle horse.
There is no compromise ahbout the true Hackney
walk. as the possessor of it steps out all round,
throwing his front legs well before him, and his
back ones right under his body in a style that
makes his stride enormous. Many of the leading

Hackney stallions of the present day are by no
means good walkers, and more’'s the pity, as if
they possessed the gift and transmitted it to

their stock it would add most materially to their
worth as sires, and to the value of the youngsters
in the market.

Watch the Mare at Foaling Time.

There are why it
watch a mare closely when the time for parturi-
tion is approaching. breeders claim that
watchfulness unnecessary, that it excites the
mare, and that in ninety per cent. of cases no ex-
trancous interference 1s necessary. We admit that
in some cases, especially in primipera (a female
bringing forth her first young), the presence of a
man during or immediately preceding parturition
has a tendency to increase excitement, while in
others the presence of the groom who has attend-

several reasons is wise to
Some
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¢d to her, or the person who has habitually
driven her, has a salutary effect. A young
female under these conditions is experiencing sen-
sations and pains with which she is totally un-
familiar, and if she be highly bred and of a
nervous temperament, she will probably seek

solitude, and if she be confined in a box stall, or

a paddock, the presence of an attendant will
probably increase excitement. In such cases, the
attendant should keep out of her sight as much
as possible, but, at the same time, be able to
observe how things are going, and, if necessary,
render assistance, or send promptly for an ob-
stetrist On the other hand, there are cases in
which the mare becomes more excited when her
master is out of sight. The presence of a man
whom she knows well, and who has been kind to
her, appears to give her confidence, and in such
cases he certainly should remain To the aver-
ave mare, the presence or ahsence of man during

this very important act has practically no effect

so far as her actions are concerned She is sO
interested in her own affairs that she treats man
with indiffcrence, and in a large majority of
cases she will seek  solitude if possible. We
think that in all cases the mare should
be ('z_uwl'nlly ratched if  possible. Parturi-
tion is eminently a physiological act, but it
differs from other physiological acts in the fact
that in the most favorable cases it is not per-

formed without more or less pain and distress to
thu mare, and there are so many abnormal con-
ditions liable to occur which may endanger the
safety or the life of either dam or offspring, or
both, many of which can be remedied or removed
by a lit‘tlv prompt and skillful interference, that
we <-nn$1<h\r it wise for the owner or his employe
to be in a position to render such assistance
when necessary The duty of watching mares
ahout to produce should he entrusted only to &
person who is strictly reliable. He should have a
reasonable knowledee of the manner in which
normal parturition takes place, both as rog‘ards
Yllll.t' and manner, as too hasty or pr(\('ipifmo in-
terference  is sometimes as ‘disusl‘rnus as too
tardy ‘ ITe should have a comprehensive knowl-
 ;1 the anatomy of the generative organs of
fhv female, and, of course, of the anatomy of the
fortus ‘Hw should know, and be able to detect,
by manipulation, the normal presentation of the
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