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two guineas, and at such figures buyers became
very many. The Spanish Grand Junta gave
George III. a flock of 2,000 Merinos, the finest in
all Spain in 1807, and these went over Britain at
George’s price. 1In his reign 3} millions of acres
of farming land were enclosed, i.e., converted
from ‘‘commons,’”’ it being his convictior that the
land was never meant to be idle.

George IV. carried on the farm at Windsor
but he did not love agriculture, and, in his day,
Britain’s oldest industry had a 'distinctly bad
time of it. Sheep rot got ahead, and every gne’s
hand seemed turned against the land. Wiliiam
IV., his successor, was a sailor—'nuff said—and
it was left to Queen Victoria and her husband the
Prince Consort to take up the threads where
““Farmer George’’ thad dropped them. The
happiest pair in Europe. The Queen and her
husband virtually started their honeymoon by
granting the Royal Agricultural Society its
charter in 1840. The Prince revived the droop-
ing interest in the Norfolk and the Flemish farms
at Windsor, and, with happy instinct, established
in 'the year of his marriage the Shaw Farm,
meant to be set aside for stock breeding and test-
ing improvements. ' The Prince farmed 2,600
acres at Windsor; 1,800 acres at Osborne in the
little Isle of Wight; and 6,200 acres
at Birkhall near Balmoral. He had a
manager at each place, and with each
he checked the monthly accounts. In 1848 the
Prince Consort took to showing stock, and if he
attended a,Royal Show he would spend hours in
the implement yard. He had the mechanical
mind strongly developed, and often suggested im-
provements to zealous stand-holders wanting to
deliver him ‘‘the real goods.”” He pulled the
Home Farm at Windsor down in 1852, and then
a new one—‘useful and not decorative,”’ as he
told the architect, was erected. There he kept
Shorthorns and Jerseys; on the Norfolk Farm he
kept Devons, and on the Fiemish Farm Herefords.
In 1848 a Hereford ox won a prize for him at
Smithfield Show.

Milk records were kept at the Home Farm,
very likely the first place in Britain where they
were taken note of. Pig breeding came into the
category as a matter of course.

A Southdown herd was established at Shaw
Farm, Windsor, in 1854, and in 1857 the French
Emperor saw that herd and the Southdowns and
made many purchases for improving French stock.
Queen Victoria carried on the Roval Farms after
the Princes ' death in 1861, and the Aherdeen-
Angus herd at Abergeldie Mains was established
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by Her Majesty as a step towards encouraging
cattle breeding across the border.

It was surely appropriate that King Edward
VII. should make his first official public appear-
ance, when he was ten years of age, at the Royal
Show held in Windsor in 1851. "When he bought
the Sandringham Estate in 1863 he went right in-
to the business of high-class farming., Of course
de was still Prince of Wales, but he showed his
disinclination to be partizan by establishing three
herds of cattle, i. e., Shorthorns, Highland, and
Dexter—Kerries—symbolical of Iingland, Scotland
and Ireland. In 1836 he took up Southdown
sheep, securing as foundation stock, purchases
from the Duke of Richmond, I.ord Sondes and
Mr. Webb. The Shorthorn herd at Sandringham
came along in 1870, and to show his wisdom the
Prince established Bates blood at Babingley and
Booth blood -at the Wolferton Farm. When the
eternal Booth-Bates feud settled itself in England
the Prince’s herds were merged into one—another
wise move. The famrilies represented included the
srand Duchesses, Oxfords, Barrington’s and Win-
some’s as well as Paragon, Diadem and Fleecy
offshoots. Bulls ' were, in the course of time,
secured from Messrs. Duthie, Deane Willis, and G.
F. King. Celt, a bull bred at Sandringham won
at the Leicester Royal in 1896 and went abroad
for one thousand guineas. At a sale in 1896,
the average per head realized was £70 2s. 9d.
and in 1900 £69 3s. 3d.

In 1887 the Prince of Wales established his
Hackney Stud, and he took kindly to the power-
ful blood of Lord Derby, Old Confidence Cadet.
and Denmark. Match pairs from this stud often
sold at 1,000 guineas. The greatest lover of
agriculture and live stock was lost to them both
when King Edward died. He saw further than
most men of his day, and, in everything he did,
from breeding rhffr/ninp; pigeons to Derby or Royal
winners, he was ‘‘thorough.”’

His son, King Georeg V., is worthily follow-
ing in the wake of his father—i. e., speaking agri-
culturally. Like King Fdward, King George goes
among the herdsmen and grooms and has quite
friendly chats with them. Fdward’s delight at
a Smithfield Show was to pull the leg of 'some
old shepherd and thefi to tell him he was ‘“‘quite
right,”” even if the astonished son of toil had
only stammered out his replies. King (George was
the hero of a pleasant little incident at the Shire
Horse Show I could not help witnessing. In the
final fight for stallion championship Champion’s
Goalkeeper, a young horse, was-put over Damnes-
field Stomewall, a horse of greater size and more
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giving a statuesque show amd moving
like a Spanish galieon. The crowd cheered for
the veteran ; the judges plumped for the other.
King George went into the ring to give t.he cup
to the owner of Thampion’s Goalkeeper, Sir Wal-
pole Greenwell, and there was a few moments
paus His Majesty picked his way over the tan
bark to Evanr Jones, a Welsh groom standing at
the head of the mighty Stomewall. Jones and
his King had a real heart to heart tete-a-tete for
a good two minutes and one “felt’”’ what was
being said. Jones waxed enthusiastic and shook
his head at his horse. The King nodded his as
an answer. The crowd understood well what the
mystic noddings meant and broke out into a bigy
cheer. The judges looked discomsolate and Jones
got really “‘matey’’ with the King, who, when he
noticed that he had got the “‘hall’’ rocking, went
back to the table and gave away the cup to the
winner. I saw Jones sometime after holding «a
levee of grooms ‘What did the King say to
you ?7 I asked him. “*Why, he told me I should
have woh, and if he had been judging I should
have had the cup.” And every one in the hall
knew that that was wirat the King was saying to
his subject.

mature,

King George is an all round stock man—he to
day breeds Shires, Shorthorns, Devons, Herefords,
Aberdeen-Angus, Dexters, Southdowns and Berk
shire pigs. Windsor has turned out a host of
Royal Show winners, and at the Smithfield and
Birmingham fat stock exhibitions the Royal 'en-
tries never fail to get into the money—so nmch
so that the daily newspapers record the King's
wins and nothing else. The ‘'story’ is always
suflicient for IL.ondon’s editors. When his Sand-
ringham Shorthorns were sold recently—the Wind-
sor herd being considered strong enough—a
sum of £4,350 3s. was secured for 29 cows
and heifers and seven bulls.  Scotsmen are proud
of the fact that King George maintains at Aber-
geldie one of the finest herd of ‘‘Blackskins’’ in
Great Britain.

G. T. BURROWS

One Copy Worth a Year’s
Subscription

Editor “The Farmer's Advocate’’

[ consider one copy of ‘““The Farmer's Advo-
cate”’ worth one year’s subscription. Tt is the
most sensible paper coming into the house and is
read Ly all.
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Toronto, Montreal, Buffalo, and Other Leading Markets.

Toronto.

Receipts at the Union Stock - yards.
West Toronto, on Monday, January 4th,
were 71 carloads, comprising 1,586
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steers sold at $8: good, $7.50 to $7.75-
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steers, §7. to §7.60; cows, $3.50 to
$7; bulls, $5 to $7; milkers, $60 to $85:
calves, $4 to §9. €6.75
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watered, $7.50; weighed off cars, $7.75
and $7.15 f. o. bh. cars.
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