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THE IHM'BIÆ HOV8E.

But first, of course, 1 inked my liushund's leave; ami gaining it 
Imard'd h i|'i-itiim or two further, sin. - .lames, from hi-professional 
long staiv I in g in lliv coun'iy, knew every Im-ly ami every tiling.

“ Wli i i- li I‘eg ' l know no in 're ilmu timtliv is Emu Mvivhiflton 
M.D., "‘ ill • Vnivvr-iiv of I ila.-guw."

“ Ami Mr- Morohiriion ?"
" Was Itarliivn (’iirrii*. latvif Af-cdale in this county, who was drown- 

ed at sea in s veil teen liiindivd and—"
•• Stop, stop! you are like an animated tomhstoiv rending Itself aloud 

The very stun—I have seen it in our own chiirrli-yard. And so -ho 
was horn at Apedale ? That amumi-for their coining to seule here."

" Precisely. Any thing mine, 1'cg ?"
" No. .lam •» tor I was usliained of my own doubts, n« if that soft 

mild fare I caught a glimpM'of under the veil, and the manly, liencvu- 
lent head which I had watched the previous Sunday, did nol prove 
despite nil gos-ip, that the M-reln-t-ms wire "respviiilile"— even m un/ 
sen-e of th- word, which wn- wider than that of mv neighlioiirs. " A 
respectable man"—as dam-some said when In- was courting me—"a 
respectable man is one who is always worthy of respect, heeansc lie 
always respect» both himself and other people.'"

Perhaps it wn« to prove my own "respe- lability" in till- sense—and 
justly I might re-prêt my.-elf—nam- ly, the happy woman who was dame* 
ltiver-'-wife—that I dr-'-sed myselfin my very l>e-t mn-lin gown ofiny 
own working and my pretty gm-n »ilk spencer am1 Imt that mother 
hi, I wli il I was m icried, preparatory to railing mi Mrs. Mervhistoii

At tli* Double House arose a puz/.le. There were two front door*, 
and which should I knock at f After some doubt, I thought I could 
not do hetter than follow in my husband'* steps, so I gave a summons 
at the door with th.- Iru<» plate mi ii.

A man, lull valet, half gr-Mim, answered.
" Is Mr». Mvrehistnn at home!"
“ 1 don't know , ma'in ; I w ill inquire, if yon please. Will you he 

•o kiml a< M knock at the other door ?"
Upon which, with some abruptness, he shut this one and left me 

outside.
11 Wi ll," thought I. " wluit can it signify which door 1 go in nt * 

though its’ rather mid, tori."
However, I -lid ns I was bidden, and was shown by a neat ninid-ser. 

vaut into a very handsome parlor—drawing-room you would call it now 
but drawing-rooms lmd not then reached Apedale".

By the appearance of a recently vacated sitting-room you c m make 
a very good guess at its occupant. 1 soon decided that Mrs. Merchis- 
ton wa- voting inclined to elegant tastes, especially music, that she hud 
n > children, was left a good deal alone and probably found herself in 
t l it dreariest position for an active mind—that of uUkly with nothing

After a considerably long interval she appeared. Her welcome was 
courteous, even friendly, though not without a slight nervousness ami 
hesitation.

It certainly lia-1 not been Ivr toilet that kept me waiting, for she was 
in the simplest possible morning gown of nankeen, ami her hair would 
not have taken a minute's dr-»«ing, a» it curled all round her head in 
natural, wavy curls like a child's. Very childlike, loo, were Iwith the 
figure and fan*. I could hardly holieve that she must lie. from tlm 
date of her par-tits-I .‘nth on the tombstone, nearly, if not quite, thirty- 
years old. She was not exactly pretty. hut th ■ expression of her blue 
eves was very l- aitiftil. perfectly simp'e, trusting, gnillcps, mid gay. 
She was in short, ju«t the sort oi' woman that I should have expected a 
grave man like Dr, Mendiistoti to choose out from the world of much 
cleverer ami lovelier women, and love deeply, js rlmps even madly, to 
the end of his days.

1 was quite satisfied, my, charmed with her. When we parted, after 
a much longer chat than etiquette required, I invited her warmly to 
our house.

" 1 shall l-c Inppy to come in a friendly way, hut 1 lieltevc Dr. Mcr- 
chiston dues not wish for much visiting.1’

This wastin'first tiiivtli- doctor's nam- hail entered into our con
versât ion, so | po'itely inquired after his It Nilth. staling that I had seen 
him in church, an-1 Imping I should soon have the pleasure of an intro
duction to him. I expected she would lake the hint, send for Ivr 
husband and perform the desired intro-jilt ti-»i now.

But Mrs. Merehistmi -lid nothing of the kiml ; she merely answered 
my inquiries ns briefly n> civility allowed, and muled the eub-

Curiosity was too strong : I could not let it go.
I •• Imp sincer-ly that it i> not on a<—min uf illness that Dr. Mcrrh- 

istmi abstains from visiting. My husband thought lie looked in rather 
weak health."

•• Does hv look s--? In weak health * Oh no—oh no!"
All the wile was indicated in that start—that thi-h that paleness. 

Yet she had answered indifferently when l inquired ul'tcr him : and in 
her conversation and the surroundings of this room there was no more 
trace of Dr. Mere In.-ton than if lie never entered tlurc, or indeed no 
longer existed. I.ikvwi- in her form of speech 1 had nutived not the 
habitiml happy " w--" which most marrie-l peuple learn to use, l-ul the sail 
involuntarily selfish "l" of spinsters and childless widows. It was in- 
•omnrehensitilv.

I lia-ieneil to atone for mv inadvertence. “Indeed, mv dear Mrs. 
Mcrehiston, voit need not lie alarmed. It must l>c only iiis natural 
paleness which strikes a stronger ; while you who see him every

" Dli, that is it—that is it," she hurriedly answered, and took me to 
the window to show me her flowers. Very soon after, I departed.

Some weeks later; she returned my visit, and. of course, I paid a second 
Several of our village wives and mothers called likewise. It wan always 
the same story : they had Ikmmi received with courtesy, were delighted 
with Mrs. M- rchi-i-m, Imt no one ever saw her husband. Alld when 
the fat hers of families, one after another, paid their respects to the -ioi- 
tor, they lik- wi.-r returned well pleased, pronounved him n pleasant, 
g-mil hearted gentlemanly fellow, hut wondered that lie never intro
duced them to his wife.

Two dlutier-partie* were made fur the now comers, and the inviuiti-

Merehiston, van not, need not, dare not, talk as wid-

I on* accepted ; Imt ere the first, Mr». Mcrehiston was “slightly india- 
1 |mscd and at the second, Dr. Merchiston was" umivoi-lahly ali-umt 
| ->n hiislnvss." So that to both dinner* eneh one came alone ; never- 
1 thelvss. the iniprcs-imi they severally left behind was that of" exceed- 
I inglv nii-c people.'1
I At this time 1 did not go out mnvh : and some weeks after, your 
I mother, children, was l-urn. She cost me a long i Inc»», almost iny lit,-; 
j but she throve veil, and at last I recovered. Mrs. Merehiatoii was 

am.mg my first visitor».
I was gln-l to see Ivr, for she had been very kind. Many a basket 

| ol fruit and flowers hud mine from the Double House to ours. I iliank. -l 
her a- warmly ii- I fell.

; 11 And vnur hiish.ind, too—I do believe he hn« shot half the part-
1 ridges in the county fur mv benefit—I have lm-1 so many ; besides, it 
1 was lie who rode twelve miles to letch James that night they thought me

••"tfvas it*-

Di-I y. ii not know ? Then do tell him Mrs. Mcrehiston, how 
much 1 thank him f->r hi-g-HMlnv-—for the comfort, the help lie was 
to my poor .lames ! Ah ! /-• - -ml.I understand what a luisl-aiul lev!» when 

j hi» wife is dying.

I Mr •. Merehistmi st-uqicd oxer the new cra-llo with the little one asleep. 
She -li-l not speak n word.

“ Hut you w ill tell him," pursued I earliest in my gratitude. “ Wlmt 
an excellent mail lie must l-e !"

" He is.” she answered, in a tone evidently steadied carefully down 
even to eoldne-s. "I- i< alwavs a pleasure to him to do a kindness to 
any one. May I look at the baby?”

She walked up ami down the parlor, lulling it on her arms. It nest- 
led it» wee lave into her bosom.

" No. 1 inn not voiir mother, little one. Ah, no !"
She gave the child l-aek to me and turned aw ay. Her eyes were lull

! Then taking a chair by me, and softly stroking baby’s fingers, she 
‘ snid," Children, I hclieie,ate a great responsibility and a heavy care;
I but I think it is a sadder thing still never to have had a child. There 
j can bo mi love, no happiness like a mother's ; it often atones for the loss 

of all other love—all other happiness.’’
" Do you think so I”
“ At times. Itcnusc motherhood must forever takeaway the selfish

ness of grief. I low could she indeed know any personal grief at all, if 
she hud a child !"

“ You are speaking less as a wife would feel than a widow.
"

(To Is- continued)
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