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The Clydesdale or the Percheron

Live Opinions from Practical Horsemen as to the Merits
of these Two Breeds

Percheron His Favorite

Editor Tue Farmine Woko:

I have been following with some
interest the discussion in your paper
ug,m]m,, the comparative merits of
the Clydesdale and the Percherun
So far, no one except Mr. Ballachey
has favored the latter breed. 1 should
therefore like to say a few words n
support of the Percheron, and also
in examination of the arguments
brought forward by those advocating
the Clydesdale. 1 shal! consider the
latter point first

Mr. Smith, writing in your
Clyde man and is not in a po
of June 15th, admits that he
to give an opinion upon the com
parative merits of the twa breeds

from a ner's standpoint. This is
a very frank admission, and therc
he goes on to say in the
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MeMillan, writing in

f the same date, very
moderately
3 idently his experience wit
the Clyde has been happy, or his
experience with the Percheron cither
unhappy or wanting. At any rate
there is one argument of his that
does carry weight. If the Clyde is
in demand as a dray horse, the man
who wants to raise and sell dray
horses should keep with the popular
breed Whether or no this touches
the question of the relative merits

AS FARM HORSES
each may decide for himself.

Dr. Reed's letter, in your June ist
issue, should command the attention
of horsemen everywhere, because
Dr. Reed is a recognized authority
in that line. I cannot but feel, how-
ever, that, apart from a statement of
the greater demand for Clydes, the
doctor's only arguments in favor of
the Clyde are the superiority in the
show ring and the arlt;zed necessity
of ‘“sticking to type'—breeding
mares with Clyde blood in them to
Clyde sires. i doubt whether the
show ring test will give the same re-
sults as the farm test; and, in re-
gard to the second point, the same
argument would favor the Percheron
if it had happened that most of our
mares had a strong infusion of Per-
cheron blood instead of Clyde blood.
However, Dr, Reed, deserves our
thanks for giving his opinion so
frankly.

Mr. Robert Ness relates some

INTERESTING EXPERIENCE
of his French neighbors. It is open
to question, however, whether or
not this experience is distinctly un-
favorable to the Percheron. In_the
first place there was only one Per-
cheron sire tested, and it is never
safe to generalize from one concrete

vocates the

case. Ir second case, it is mor
than p that the poor resu
which M ss relates were duc
the str riation from type
repreher in Dr. Reed's opinior
I cannot see, therefor that Mr
Ness' ictter can carry much weight
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them has been disproportionately un
fortunate. Personally, however, |
not like a big, heavy horse for €
farm. I would rather have four
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