THE FARMING WORLD

In the Poultry Yard

Fifty Dozen a Week

A farmer who started in the poultry
business last summer, has now
125 beautiful hens, which yield him a
profit of between four and six dollars
weekly He informed me that he
had filled a case holding 30 dozen
about every four days, but some of
the hens are turning their attention
es now, This farmer

to raising familie

and his wife are fond of the poultry,
and evidently understand the business
thoroughly for they have only lost
one hen since last summer The

White Leghorns are their favorite
breed. They find them excellent lay
ers. There is big money in the ac-
tive little Leghorn—A. R

-
Remarkable Hens
Some months ago a Swiss village
in the Argau canton commemorated
with much ale-swilling and other

popular forms of jubilation the
prowess of a village hen which had
laid its thousandth egg A similar

celebration is to be given at Koll-
shenn, in Alsace, within a few days
(says the Globe) to celebrate and in-
cidentally to advertise the “laying”
qualities of native Alsatian poultry.
One of the villagers had a redoubt-
able hen to which his affectiona
|vr|xlc had given the name of “Olga
Olga” was a remarkable fowl
Hatched on March 21, 1808, she laid
her first egg on August 22 in the same
year, and from this excellent begin-
ning went steadily forward until, af-
ter scoring 989, she was found dead
on her nest in the struggle to com-
plete the ninety. The pathos of the
case has appealed to the Alsatian Or-
nithological Society, and “Olga,” her
meritorious life and exemplary end,
are to be drunk and sung in story
throughout the province—English
Exchange,

How to “Candle” Eggs

The amateur who is not an expert
egg dealer, and has none of the ex-
pert's experience or methods, may
very easily learn how to “candle” his
eggs, and thus avoid sending, per-
haps, to a good private customer an
egg which has been damaged by a
broody hen, or in some other way
Take a good candle or a strong lamp,
and with one egg in each hand hold
them close to the light, at the same
time giving them a quick rotary mo-
tion as i‘ou turn them right round,
then lightly rap them together to
ensure their being sound; if both
shells are perfect they will be a clear
ring. which is r.l<|f distinguished
from the dull sound if one is cracked
If at first you have any doubts about
eggs that are slightly spoiled, prac-
tice on one or two that you know are
absolutely new-laid, and the difference
will very quickly be learned. A little
practice will soon enable you to
“candle” very rapidly, and in these days
it is suicidal policy to send out table
eggs without first making sure every
one is a good one. One bad egg may

spoil good customer. Of course,
the room must be darkened during
the candline ~rocess.—J. Pettipher, in
Bazaar

-
Trade in Bad Eggs

In an action brought at the Bromp-
ton County Court by a large whole-
sale firm of provision merchants to
recover from Mr. George Farmer,
baker and confectioner, of 125 Wands-
worth Bridge road, Fulham, the value
of eggs missing from a caseful re-
turned as unfit for use, the plaintiffs'

representative said that the price of
the eggs was 6s. 6d. a hundred. Judge
Selfe: What did you do with the eggs
which the defendant sent back as
bad? Witness: We disposed of them
to another customer. The Judge
What sort of customer?  Witness :
Well, as they had been declared in-
ferior by the defendant, they were
probably sold to a confectioner. The
Judge:  Foreign confectioners are
rather fond of this sort of eggs, eh?
Witness: Yes The Judge: Thank
you. (Laughter.) I wish you could
tell me the names of your customers.
I shall be careful in the future where
I buy my cakes. (Renewed laughter.)
Thg witness added that eggs which
were put aside as musty were known
as “spotted.” hey were sold to
bakers and confectioners at 2s. 6d. a
hundred —English Feathered Life

Indigestion in Fowls

Prevention is the best cure for indi-
gestion. When feeding for a heavy
egg production it is customary to
give as great a variety of food stuffs
as possible. his induces keen ap-
petite and the hens tax their digestive
organs to their full capacity. If they
have a staple variety of feeds with
plenty of sharp grit and a yood sup-
ply of green food indigestion is sel-
dom troublesome. The grit is abso-
lutely necessary to grind the feed
particles into pulp.

Many poultrymen fail because of
nnﬂcn in this particular. Poultry
having a large run in summer usually
pick up all the grit necessary and do
very well and come into winter quart-
ers in good, healthy, prime condition
Neglect then to furnish grit in the
right form or in sufficient quantities
leads to indigestion troubles before
the poultryman is really aware of it.

To Carry Ena in Safety

This new invention is called the
“Finpike,” and it is as simple as it
is effective. Every egg as it is
gathered from the nest is slipped into
a clever separate wire holder, as
shown in illustration, and once in this
it is safe from the roughest handling

in transit. Each tray of the crate
has two dozen holders, and the crates
are made in all sizes. When once
handled in this new invention the
eggs are ready for marketing, and one
boy or girl could put through thou-
sands of dozens a day.
-

Early Broilers

Use incubators during winter,
While many poultrymen and farmers
raise chicks in the spring, it is be-
cause at that season the hens are
more inclined to become broody. The
gmpcr period for hatchin nrly
rollers is in the late fall and winter,
which is also the most suitable season
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for incubators. The great obstacle
to the production of early broilers is
that the hens will not incubate until
they are ready to do so of their own
accord. By the use of the incubator
chicks can be hatched at any time. It
will thus be seen that the one has
nothing to do with the mher. all
that is dependent upon the hen be-
ing the laying of the eggs, and in that
respect she has no substitute. The
laying of eggs is done at the least
expense in those months following
March, and ending only when molt-
ing qus. while hatching and rais-
ing chicks is done from the molting
season until March ends. The year
is thus divided into two periods, and
into two separate industries, both of
which give ter results than either
alone. The incubator cannot lay
eggs, but can hatch them, while the
hen can lay eggs, but will not hatch
them until she so prefers,

Fattening Old Hens

If 1 give in precept what I prac-
tice T have nol much to say about
fattening old hens. My experience
has been that, when through laying
for the season which is to be their
last with you, the best thing to do
with them is to dispose of them at
once whatever their condition. Those
that are fat will gain little by keep-
ing. Those that are in good condi-
tion might gain enough to warrant
fattening if considered by themselves,
but with the others, and in view of
the fact that whatever the scale of
operations | have nearly always had
younger stock to which it was worth
while to give additional room, I have
always felt that I made no mistake
in disposing of the old hens in a
bunch, letting them go as they were,
and I think most puuTtrymen will find
the same thing true. If, however, one
wants to fatten his old hens, the best
lan is to confine quite closely and
?ul heavily a ration about the same
as they have been getting for a good
laying ration. More maize and more
meat foods may be added, but with
old hens it is not best to feed too
heating foods, for they cannot stand
it as the young stock will, and a few
hens going off their feed and dying
will cut into the profit so much that
it would have been as well not to try
to fatten—Farm Poultry (US.A)




