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to liis apostlos, licsiiyri, " Yo aro tlioli^'ht
of tin; world ;" iMliiiialiii^ very (.•Icurly
(hat " li,L;lit,'' (or luulcrstaiitlinj^'iii rcft.r-
t'lK'L' to ;s|.iritual or t'tiTiiul alVuirs), is tho
one ^iviit essential need : iievertlidcsH,
*• men IovimI darkness rather tliai\ IIkIiI,
hecaiise their <li'(>(|s were evil." I iowever,
tlie little •• n-;h[ " that was forec'd npoii
ihe world, l.y the j»ersisti'nt etforts of
Jesus Christ and his a[)ostles (despite the
nlniosl resislaiiee oi' iiiankind i;t'iH'rally)
has resulted in tlu' ( 'hrislendoni of the
present day, instead of the hoatJiendoni
of the ancient Roman IOnii)ire. ^Nhireovt-r,
althou,-^h "darkness eovrrs th(( earth,
and .uross darkness tlu' people," in re>^ar<l
to all s[>iiitual and eternal alfairs" (as
wais so plainly foretold eoneernin^^ this
tini(>); yet (he actual existence of <Jhrist-
endoin renders it possi(>le for "tlie li^dit"
to a^ain appear, so as to |)revail on a far
grander scale, and inuch luoiv ell'ectually
than ever hitherto.

Tlie " falling; away," or ai)ostacv pi-e^-

dieted l)y the Apostle I'aul evidentiv oc-
ciirred iininediately after the aj)0!stle's
days; and in i)ro[)()rtion as Cliristiaiuty
i)ecanie perverted and corrupted, so as to
he less and li'ss repu.!.;iiant to heathenism,
precisely in the same proportit)n did it

very naturally sprt-ad itself abroad and
prevail, until within thnv centuries it

became the establislu'd reIi-;ion of the
Koman ;,Empire, as is well kuown. It
may be said, iiowever, that some degree
of " Keformatit)n " has been eLFected
during the last few centuries ; which
may be true enough ; nevertheless, mod-
ern sectarianism is but tho adaptation of
Christianity to the imperfection and ig-
norance ^till prevailing among the peoph^
of the various si'cts in e'hristendom.

It is well understood now, that all
accession of "light," or understanding,
umst necessarily couu; into the world by
means of individual men, and that " the
light" is theti almost invariably at lirst
resisted to the uttermost by the great
bulk of maidund; who perversely and
stubbornly refuse to accept " the liglit

"

which is ultimately to be so greatly for


