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•^fcvery breath, whicl\ Ihoii drawei*t, it an advance to

eternity. As uri hand breadth is thy oxist^pnce ; thine

age is as nothing before God ;
•• verily man, ut his

best estate, is altogether yanity."
^ ..

This is the fruit of man's disobedience and guilt 5

and, since his fall from the high position in which he

once stood, the doom pronounced agaigit our rebel-

lious ruco, still hangs over our heads, and, of few days

and full of trouble, is man of woman born. As. the

sentence of Omnipotence went forth against our com-

mon father, so dp all his posterity journey apace to

the land of fprgetfulness ;—are claimants of the habi

tatioas appointed for all men Ihwng. The wealth of

the rich affords him the manifold enjoyments of the

present, and seems a defence against ihe intrusion of

the unwelcome visiter—Death ; but neither wealth

nor luxury can defend against his Cfitrance. Though

the riches of the universe pertained to the world's

votary, not one moment of existence here can he pur-

chase. The poverty of the wretched forma a sad con-

trast to the circumstances of the former, and seems to

reduce the miserable child ofsorrow beneath the notice

of the fell destroyer ; but neither his poverty nor his

wretchedness exempte him, and when the call is made,

he too must obey. Oiie moment's repose nojae^cap^

obtain ; all hurry along with rapid pace. " As the eagle

hasteriing after his prey 5 as the swift ships that pass

along 5" so is our course through this transitory world.

And, although the motion is so rapid, yet is it also so

gentle, that we perceive it not until we have almost

reached our allotted limits, then, we bfegin to know

that we have ti-avell^d over a barren wilderness, arid

when too late, perhaps, lament the few enjoyments

which we experienced during our progress. Ueligion,

with its numerous comforts, like wells of water in

a thirsty Jand, incited us to partJ^ke ; and, at the

solemn moment when we must part with all below,

retrospection adds to our grief^for Che refusal of thcni,
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