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the cross Jesus was m kccI, )cd a* and

spurntd. i-'or two thou ami ) rs thi lews

have been he butt *he jibp. the mockei the

corn and c )ntempt c f the ^ -ntile world. ley

have been nore -han laug led at, more than

mocked They we been the objects of a

persecution unparalleled. They have been

whipped, beaten with rods, stoned, imprisoned,

rol )ed, and burned alive. The men hav<- been

enslaved tb women ruthlessly ravishci and

the chiM'-en destroyed. They have beei

thrown in.o wells s nt to sea in rotten ships,

flnved alive, 'ortun hunted as wild beasts

are hunt^-d, and their .^es prolonged in agoiy

till ieath h - become a benediction. For C'

turir- whoever robbed or killed a Jf^w ' It

ihat • did jod service. They wer^ ot .-

lowet > ov,n a rood of land, nor te in

coun, '^ some places, were charge le

toll wei over a bridge as though they had

been a her< 1 of cattle or a flock of sheep Be-

cause they had no recourse; because a men

were their enemies, and every han ist

them, their character responded to times

and its usage. Unable to defend themselves

with arms, they seemed to fawn, to yield, took

advantage of their foes, cheated when they

could, and lied themselves out of threatened

danger. These were their only wea^ ons of de-

fence, and when caught in th. attempt tu so

defend themselves against the assaii'ta uf their

Gentile aggressors, were ..nitten and perse-

ib^.Tf


