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Mr. HONORE GERVAIS . (St. James
Montreal). Mr. Speaker, with regard to
the many services which have been render-
ered to Canada by Great Britain, some of
which have been mentioned by the hon
member for Grenville (Mr. J. D. Reid),'
I shall not »ay much, as I auree with that
juember on that point. I agree also
that Canada owes a debt of in^ti-
tude to England for these services
that have been rendered her in the
last hundred years. With regard to the
third question which has been raised by
the hon. member, the question of the kind
ol contribution that Canada should give to
England, I ask the hon. member for Gren-
ville to agree with me in the position I
teke and which I shall explain as I pro-
ceed. Canada, as I shall show, is ready
to grant to England the kind of aid that
has been agreed upon between Canada and
England. With these few remarks I pro-
ceed to explain the vote that I intend to
give on this Bill (No. 95).

iJtl- fP**''"- \ took a ffreat deal of
int'rest, in the debate which took placem this House in March last, upou the
reiDlution concerning the aid to be given'

950-1

to Great Britain for the sirengtheni of
the British navy. It is now proposed Jiat
Canada should take a st^p further in that
direction, and the government asks par-
liament to crystallize that resolution and
give it effect by the passage of thij legis-
lation entitled 'an Act respecting the
Naval Service of Canada'; and a subsequent
resolution providing for the expenditure
necessary for the establishment of that
service. By the 53 clau.'jes of this Bill,
the government will be empowered to or-
ganize a permanent volunteer naval force.
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first, and assist Englauv _,
case of need, under the eomman"d'in chief
of the Ring, as is required bv the political
status of this Dominion.

Sir. let me explain some of the manv
reasons for which this Bill should be
passed

:

During he recess of parliament a rather
lengthy conference between the repre-
sentativ -s of the British government, and
of the self-gjveming colonies was held in


