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Not only is stpaininpr a very cffeftivc moans of (-ontrolHnp plant diseases but it lias

also jirovcn otfoctive as a means of hastening the development of the plants. In some
eases the plants prown on steamed sections, of the same bed, were ready for trans-

planting from 5 days to ?> weeks earlier than i)!ants grown on unst<'amed sections; and
the plnnt.s grown on the steamed sections were more robust and thrifty than thos3

grown on the imsteamed sections of the bed.

Kornialin is the most satisfactory chemical for sterilizing I'bint beds. Tlie formalin
treatment, consists of sprinlslimr tlie beds with a solution "f oiu' part formalin to TiO

parts water at the rate of J gallon of the solution per square foot of bed. This should
he put on in two applications :i4 hours apart. After each api>lication the beds should
lie covered well to keep the fumes of the formalin in. About 24 hours after the second
application the beds should be uncovered, and as soon as they are sufficiently dry the

soil should be loosened up again to permit the fumes of the formalin to escape. The
beds should not be seeded for several days after this treatnu'nt or tnitil after the fume,

of the formalin have disajipeared.

Two scriiPMs object i(iMs to the formalin treatment are its failure to kill weeds and
the waterlogged condition in which it leaves the soil.

The fri.mes should be i)laeed around the bed inmn diately after stealizing. Th,"se

should be at least IS inches wide at the back and 12 inches wide at the front, and be
.so placed that the lower side faces the south. Good, tight frames which will prevent

the access of cold air are very important in helping to force the plants.

Si'cdin;i.—For early plants, the beds should be seeded about the 10th of April with
well-cleaned, home-grown seed.

Most growers seed their ])lant beds too heavily instead of too lightly; and while

it is desirable to strike the happy medium in this operation, tiie thinly s<wdeil bed is

to be preferred to one which has been too heavily seeded. It is in the thickly seeded
beds, due to the crowded condition* that the most trouble from the damping-off fungus
and other plant bod uiseasos is experienced; and the plants from such beds are generally

too long and spindling to stand the shock of transplanting well. The greatest objection

to thinly scedc^l beds is that the plants grown thereon are too short and stocky to be
handled to the best advantage with the transjilanting machine. With seed which has
been well cleaned and which gives a g rmination tost of about SO per cent, one-sevetitii

of n:' oimce (a slightly boaiiing teaspoonful) to each 100 siiuare feet of bed will br>

found satisfactory. For seed giving a higher or lower gennination test the amoimt
sown should be regulated accordingly.

Sifti'd wood ashes is about the most satisfactory medium to tise in sowing the drv
tdbaccii seed. The use of corn nioal or similar materials fev this tiurpose is oliiectiou-

able nil ie'count nf the ninulds vhich afterw.irds fr'^ieently aiipear on the bed and which
irrow on these materials.

Sliraiiliiiii llir si'i'fl.—T'niler Si.me Cdiiditioiis ^ f|i\v .hiy- ni:iy -I'nn^tiiiK s lie giiiiieil

by sjirouting the seed before it is sown. If this is done, the seed should be Siia'<ed lOily

until the seed coat l)ur.-t~ and the liny white sprout appears. Then it should be .sown

immediately. Snaking the se, d Miilil long sprouts npiiear i^ vi nbjeetionablo. A
large number nf sei'd are killed in ibis way and it is di!!icnlt tn .:iiiain straight seed-

lllgs an<l "ronkeil plant is a S'Uirce of troidile all fhrnugh the season.

Two serious obj(>ctions to sprniiling the seed are the dlfTiculty of sowing such seed

uiiifornily over the bi-d and the danger of killinir a larire i>eri'entatre of the sorms.

After the bed iias been seeded 't should lie well tinned and spriidsled with water.


