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offering %o ast as mediator in a dispute between Indo-China
and Thailand, It was videly believed that Japan's role as mediator
was but a cover for still more aggressive designes

In the event, during July and succeeding months
Jepan was subjected to ecomomis restrictions of the most drastie
nature, imposed through common action by the United Kingdom, the
Oovernments of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, snd South Afries,
the United States, and of some other countries as well. Tw
assets of Jupan in all of these countries were fromen. Rxports
to Japan were thereafter to be by permit only, and in consequence
there has since been a virtual embarge upen products from North
America which formerly went to Jepan in consideradble quantities.
I may mention in passing that so far as exports from Canada to
Jepan were consermed, these were covered by an Order in Cowneil
passed as far back as Pebruary 13th of this year. Frevious to
that date some small quantities of strategic materials - chiefly
non-ferrous metals -« had been exported under permit; but since
that date the only exceptions have been in the case of Stwe
commodities for which firm orders had been accepted before the
regulations went inte foree. iLven here the quantities licensed
have not fimally been 1ifted from Canadian ports becsuse of the
disappearance of Japanese merchant shipping from the North Pacifie.

The Camadian action in imposing economic restrie-
tions was part of a common pelicy agreed upom by all of the
na tioms ooncerned. There was, throughout, the closest oconsul-

tation between the Canadian Oovermment and the Governments of
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