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Ottawa, Maroh 27, 1920

Sir Allen Aylesworth, K.C.¥.J3.,
Traiers Bank Bullding,
Torento, Ontario.

Xy dear Sir Allem:

I thank you very cordially for having written me
30 fremkly of your feelings anl views with respect to my
observations concerning the proposed :mendwments to the
Brithek liorth imerica iet at present defore Farliament, in
their tearing upon the questior sf Canada's status within
the Sritish Bmpire.

Tet m2 hasten to say that I believs I am not less

s stromg in my desire for the msintenance of British comnection

than the staunchest defenler of our present position.

Indeed, much motive as ! had In wind in suggesting what I

d41d was inepired principally from the point of view that

the obligation of approeching the Xing sud the British

Parlisment in mediaeval ané obsequious language each tims

sn smendment, however slight, to our constitution is reguired,

tends only to efford to those who seek to represent our

relationship to the liother Country as one of eolonisl

dependence, the kini of material they meed to arcuse the

sort of feeling that helps to beget separation.

I was careful iz my remarks to limit the sugges-
tion to smendment of the constitution only in such parti-
¢ culars as might be agreed upen by all the Frovinces after
conference with the Federal govermment,, The power to
amend being likewise made coniitiomal upon comcurreant
action by the Dominion sad the Provinces. The effect of
this, to my mind, will ia the end de femer umendments to
the constitutior than are likely to de msde under ~xisting
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