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NDP leadership choice

draws mixed reviews
BY CRAIG URQUHART

OTTAWA (CUP) — The election of Alexa McDonough as leader of

the federal New Democratic Party has drawn mixed reactions from
the youth wing of the party.

McDonough became party leader Saturday, October 14, at the

NDP leadership convention in Ottawa. She is the former leader of

the Nova Scotia NDP.
She defeated British Columbia MP Svend Robinson and former
Saskatchewan MP Lorne Nystrom for the leadership.

Though Robinson won the most votes on the first ballot, he de-
cided to drop out of the race and support McDonough, who had
come in second. It was clear he could not win when Nystrom gave
his support to McDonough after being dropped from the ballot be-
cause of his last-place finish.

Doris Dirks, a youth delegate from the University of Calgary and
supporter of Robinson, says she is [urious with the party’s choice of
McDonough as its next leader. She says the choice will cost the
party a great deal of youth support, saying Robinson has done a lot
to attract young people to the party.

“Youth support will go into the toilet with this. This process stinks.
All of the old fucking white men and labour took over again today,”
said Dirks.

She says without Robinson's ability to attract disaffected youth,
people of colour, and gays and lesbians to the party, it will continue
to do poorly in the polls.

Race and salary related: study
BY DOUGLAS QUAN

VANCOUVER (CUP) — Race might play a bigger role in determining
vour future salary than education or intelligence, according to a
new study.

The study reveals that on average, white, male immigrants earn
two per cent less than their white Canadian-born counterparts, while
immigrant males of a visible minority earn fifteen per cent less than
white males.

Krishna Pendakur, an assistant professor of economics at Simon
Fraser University, co-authored the study with his brother Ravi, who
works in the federal government’s Canadian Heritage Department.
.~ MWhile Krishna ‘expected to see that immigrants earn less,” he
says he didn't expect to find such a large gap between white immi-
grants and those of a visible minority.

He says that it is not a new fact that visible minorities earn less
than white people in Canada, but “[the differences] have commonly
been blamed on immigration status. The natural test of that is [to
ask] do Canadian-born visible minorities earn any less [than white
Canadians]?”

Krishna expected no differences, but the research proved other-
wise. The Pendakurs found Canadian-born males of a visible mi-
nority earn 10.2 per cent less than their white counterparts.

Journalist could lose
degree for faking story

BY DANIELLE LALIBERTE

REGINA (CUP) — A graduate of the University of Regina’s school
of journalism has lost his job, and could lose his degree for fabricat-
ing a story which was published while he was a student.

Greg Godard's problem began last winter when his source for a
print assignment fell through just before deadline.

His article, “Let’s talk about sex (but don't talk dirty)” centred
around a ten-year-old boy’s confusion about his own sexuality as a
result of his exposure to explicit information contained in a sex
education class taught in his elementary school.

“I had two options when the situation arose — either to make up
a source or deal with it honestly. [ chose the wrong one,” said Godard.

Questions of impropriety were raised last May after the story was
printed in a journalism school publication.

“The article wasn't originally intended for publication,” Godard
said. “I tried to object by making excuses and hoped it wouldn't be
used, but eventually it was.”

The Regina school board and provincial education department were
quick to take notice when Godard’s article appeared in the magazine.

Paulette Van der linde of the provincial education department
became concerned when comments made by her staff members were
wrongly attributed to her.

Van der linde sent a letter outlining her concerns to the director
of the journalism school, Bryan Olney.

When confronted, Godard confessed to fabricating the story.

“I just wanted to be straight up about it, not run from it. I just
want to face the consequences,” said Godard.

The university has told Godard that they will review his degree,
with the possibility of revoking it. Godard feels the review is neces-
sary, vet he feels revoking his degree would be too harsh.

Since his problems became public, Godard chose to resign from
his job as a reporter for the Medicine Hat News. He hopes the inci-
dent won't keep him from pursuing a career in journalism. “T'll try
to go on in journalism, I've done well [in the past] and [ know I'm a
good journalist.”

Protests disrupt election forum

Chief Returning Officer confronted by International Socialists

BY KRISTIN MCNEILL

The candidates forum in the Stu-
dent Union Building (SUB) on
Thursday, October 5 brought
with it spirited protests from
some members of the Interna-
tional Socialists (IS).

Andy Doyle, the chief return-
ing officer, was verbally harassed
by several members of the Inter-
national Socialists as he escorted
them from the building late that
afternoon.

The IS, which has a chapter
at Dalhousie University, actively
campaigned on behalfl of the
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) during the October 11 to
13 referenda, plebiscite and sen-
ate by-elections. The organiza-
tion is also involved in other
social causes and can often be
found with petitions outside the
SUB.

However, it seems that their
efforts to downplay CASA, CFS's
main adversary, were cut short
on the afternoon of October 5
because they were accused of
failing to become officially regis-
tered to campaign during the
referendum.

The problem began during a
speech by Alex Usher, the Na-
tional Director of CASA, who
had travelled from Ottawa to
speak on the issue of CASA and
its funding policies. During this
time, Doyle observed three mem-
bers of the IS heckling Usher.
When the floor was open to ques-
tions, each of the members took
a turn at the microphone.

According to Doyle, they
“ranted and raved for two min-
utes and shouted "CFS rules™ at
Usher, who responded to some of
these comments.

“Some people will make a
minute-long speech and then
ask a question,” said Doyle.
“This was a rant. There was no
question and no intent of a
question.”

When asked about the nature
of his remarks during the forum,
Sandy Ryan, a member of the IS,
said, “I only made one comment,
and I should have put it in the
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form of a question. It could have
very easily been taken as a
question.”

And as for being accused of

disrupting the election process,
Ryan said that this was what fo-
rums are for.

“It's not out of the ordinary. I
don't understand how someone
could be so uptight. It's incom-
prehensible to me — that bu-
reaucratic mind-set — that rules
are more important than democ-
racy. The DSU's election rules are

more important than freedom of

speech?” said Ryan.

sive forces in the SUB. And so we
figured sooner or later they
would come after the IS. And so
[ figured this was it.”

He added, “We're not going to
sit by and not fight back...it was
nothing physical.”

When asked to comment on
their campaign against CASA,
Ryan replied, “We were excluded.
The whole election is very un-
democratic. It's basically a small
clique of individuals who know
what's going on and nobody else
is informed.”

The problem, according to

“It’s not out of the ordinary. I don’t

understand how someone could be so uptight.
It's incomprehensible to me — that bureaucratic
mind-set — that rules are more important than
democracy. The DSU's election rules are more
important than freedom of speech?”

— INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST SANDY RYAN

Doyle said the group was con-
ciliatory when he asked them to
leave the [orum. Doyle explained
that he was worried that more
unruliness would occur when
the forum turned to the Students
Union of Nova Scotia (SUNS)
question. Members of the IS had
approached him on October 4,
two days after registration to
campaign had closed, with con-
cerns that SUNS was not ad-
equately represented in the
referendum.

According to Doyle, the group
began shouting political and per-
sonal threats at him when they
reached the lobby.

“At the time, there were po-
litical threats and threats I took
as personal. I was just doing my
job. I gave them another chance,
and that's when they got all agi-
tated. [ think I dealt with them
fairly and explained to them
what they could and could not
do, and they went ahead and did
it anyway,” said Doyle.

In view of the confrontation,
Ryan explained, “They (the DSU)
are attacking all of the progres-

Ryan, was that they figured the
question would provide the
choice of whether or not to join
CASA. He said because they
didn’t know the form of the ques-
tion, they did not register.

Bylaw X of the DSU Constitu-
tion stipulates that a “referen-
dum or plebiscite shall present
two or more options from which
those voting must choose.”

CASA had asked its affiliate
student unions across the coun-
try to submit the funding ques-
tion as a plebiscite in their
referenda. The council then
passed the question to Doyle who
subsequently submitted it to the
Gazette for publication.

According to Doyle, the IS
could have become properly reg-
istered in the referendum if they
had wanted to present their po-
sition against CASA.

“There were notices in the
Gazette ever since, I believe, prob-
ably the first edition of the year
saying that by-elections were
coming up and that the date for
nominations would be Septem-
ber 25 to October 2."
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