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rlease indicate your answer with an 'x’ in the appropriate box.
Please consider your answers carefully in the light of your
tecaching experience. Tryv to evaluate the course anc course con-
tent, not the incividual preference or dislike you may have had
for the professor.

A Report On The Education Department

1.

iy course in the History of Eaucation was

a) very valuable
By PETER ROBSON profession, then all courses should be of some prac- Questions six and seven speak for themselves., b) quite valuable
tical value to that profession. General, education The only specific comment received pertaining to c) useful
" can, I think, be left to the individual at this stage of practice teaching was the recurring one that the d) ° = slightly useful
In January of this vear, the students of the Edu- our careers, It seems that this course must be time spent inthe practical classroom situation should % e Flg yl £
cation Department began to voice their criticismsof  ;10p0q drastically before it will have any place in ~ be longer, The time this year was increased to one € GI no value

their courses and the professors that taught them.
The chief means of making this eriticism public was )
the Dalhousie Gazette. When the various articles The answers to the second question refer to the

a professional course of any type. full week in the fall term and three full weeks in the
spring term. This is not enough. We should be look=

"

<. My ccurse in the Philosophy of Eaucation was

: : . : 4 ing ahead, not backwards thirty years. Why do we a very valuable
appeared, the reaction of the staff did nothing to in- ~ course titled, at Dalhousie, Education 101, The nogé follow the lead of Simonyl-‘raser University b; === .‘é 1 113]_ )
dicate to the students that their criticisms were  Foundations of Education, They are almost as ;.. g0 practice teaching period is four months? = qul‘#e R
in any way wrong, For a period of two weeks, at the ~ damning as the answers to the first question, as = gy =50 just one more course which must be £ 52 us%_ul
height of the ‘‘crisis,’ it was threatened that those  sixty-five per cent of the replies indicate that the changed before the Education Course at Dalhousie Gl - slightly useful
students involved would be dismissed from the school,  course was less than useful, The discussion of the will be at all acceptable. e) of no value

This did not seem at the time to be the reaction of  justifications of this course is the same as the dis~-

a professionally mature and responsible staff, In cussion which accompanied the first question, It al- Question seven refers to ths_a four courses, 1-_‘qu— . ) = \ i : _ )
tin?e these threats disappeared asp reason replaced S0 must be altered drastically. cation 10, Education 11, Education 12, and Education 3. iy course in Methods (Elementary or Secondary) was

’ ? < e e
the illogical panic which had appeared directly after 4 13, The replies seem to indicate an even distri-
the publication of the letters. However, despite the 2 Next, take = good _100k at the a;llswe_.‘ps_ for quils- plltion of opinion as to }he value of thlese courses a) very valuable
criticisms, very little seems to have been aceom- tion three, T:!ns questl?n conccrns‘ ie various me: = in the practical situation. I would like, at this b) -y guite valuable
plished, It is as if the staff discounted any criticism  04S courses, the ones that are supposed to teach point, to stress the fact that the course treated el Geetad
by students, perhaps on the grounds that because we  Students how to teach, At the secondary level, most favourably in the replies, that istosay Drama, = T i
had never ;:aug;ht we could not possibly know what ninety per cent feel that the course isless than use~ was this year dropped from the curriculum. We d)  slightly useful
was really neeclec; in a professional training course, ful, The overall result is that eighty-five percent of ust be careful, when making alterations in the e) of no value

the replies indicated that the course was not satis- curriculum, not to take such a backward step, but
factory. What excuse can there be for this? The one changes must be made,

course on the curriculum which specifically applies The results of this survey leave one who is in
to the practical situation is without a doubt the worst the Department of Education at Dalhousie as well,

To avoid this attitude, I took it upon myself to draw up
a short questionnaire and letter, This was sent to
three hundred graduates of the Department of Edu-
cation at Dalhousie, all B,Ed, graduates from the

4, iy course in Lducational Psychology was

i fepar Thi ; N ; ; s ; ideri : a) very valuable
- = 5 & : retvesiv an. 10 the department. This course must be changed. undoubtedly, as any student who is considering tak- o - = :
yefirs 196." throueh 1.96" ataal of Sl}‘t-\_ Bl Question four refers to the courses in Education- ing his B, Ed. at this school feeling totally help- b) qulte valuable
swered, with twenty-eight more returned by the Post E . e nre bae oAy - - : N B : S =
z y : al Psychology. There are two offered, one for stu- less, We are leaving the Department having, per- c) useful
Office as undeliverable. The overall results of this = i Tz ; ) e : = i s PE St Wi .
questionnaire are included here as Appendix “A” dents approaching psychology for the first time, and  haps, derived exactly the same benefits, and being a) slightly useful
with tabulations Baceton & tolalor éixty-four :l“hei a second for those students who have already had at no more qualified to teach well, as those who Sy T A natoaiiit
7 2 : least one course in the field, The answers are scat- f{illed out the questionnaire, From their comments,

remaining two answers are included in toto, as ex-
amples of the types of comments whichaccomplished
the answers, and are labelled Appendix “B??,

tered, with a slight overloading toward the bottom it appears that many of the teachers wish now that
of the scale, The comments on this course seem to they had questioned more openly, and to greater

5. My course in Testing and Measurement was

: suggest that the courses are of some value, but that purpose, the courses they were taking, If this is so a) very valuable
W v ! > s of each ; : ) i : g J s i ’ e ;
ind:‘.]vidﬁ;lmqtlé(setizﬁu btz[')int;ill:; t}?‘. t;fmghi%nthe con?- mistakes are being made in the handling and pres- then hopefully those students who are planning on b) guite valuable
rrente which accum,)anied o entation of material, One of the professorsinthe de= becoming a part of the Department will learn this c) T useful
S iros s : . : I . partment has suggested that his course, psychology, important lesson: the sort of questioning attituce Ty —— : .
All figures are taken from Appendix “‘A*, and all should %o alven i Tt Braceabi, R Ethat ] 3 i d) slightly useful

comments are direct references to one or more of Sagu 1ob by glvn e e e L Bl R S0 pasic to education, and yet so forsign to those e} £ » value

s should be broken up into several courses, The ele~ who now inhabit the shacks on the corner of Ox oI nc ue

the papers returned. They are not, I stress, per-
sonal opinions expressed by myself, If there is any
doubt of this, all answers have been kept on file,

mentary teachers would take a course in child ford and Coburg, is essential in the training of a
psychology, while the high school teachers would teacher, and it is their dutv to ensure that this

6. I found the Practice Teaching as set up

: ake a course in adolescent psychology. While atti » prevails, 7 )
and I would be pleased to show them to any interest- ke s S ‘ps_\,ch‘ B%e ‘¢ attitude prevails, -y L a) very valuable
e R pen omoE st e vy 1 realizing that this would require more staff, per- The course in Education at Dalhousie is, unques- B) T cuitervaluablie

1? PSRl S Opi B I . LN haps part of the problem could be solved by making tionably, one of the easiest ways vet discovered to —
There is no need to make an involved interpre- e ; x h 0 §: RN Aachlh - c) useful
tati f 5 Trst onestiohfor yoit, Ovar seventl these courses part of the Psychology Department, add many thousands of dollars to one’s lifetime in- > UB Ziftel b
fiavéor::n?centeuf1t12~1sésctlgfi§nlt(;]wlaoliladiaken e c(f'ur;:; which already has a staff qualified to teach these come. This is enough, at present, to mollify many 5% slightly useful
pe = 5 courses, of those disappointed by their year at Dalhousie. e) of no value

agreed that the course in History was less than
useful, It is not of any apparent value in the prac- Question five refers to the course in testing and
tical classroom situation, It was pointed out by sev- measurement, with some references made to cuid-

But, as this past has shown, the student attitude is
changing, The faculty must be prepared to change
with it, The changes needed could be easilv made if

7. My course in Art (Music Drama. P.E.) was

eral people that although the course was of little ance. Again the answers are scattered, but with a the Department would only look outside itself. at a) _ very valuable
use professionally, it was very interesting. Others  definite overload toward the bottom. Over half ipe V;!‘i()us‘ systems already i s i £ 1_‘“ : b) guite valuable
took a much stronger stand, saying that the course  feel that the less than useful. I was not able to Bottat ihai t‘he ohe at DAl €dady in use, and shown to Bl T neatud

was totally useless, and in fact was even a poor reach any definite opinion about this course, be=- 9 f il a) ——— slightly useful
history course, I feel that this difference is due to  cause very few replies commented on it, They There is, of course, already one big change in T e i i

a difference of professors, a variance in the pres- seemed instead to skip over it. I do not know the works, Education is to become a four vear e) O no valuc

entation of the material. At any rate, all agree that  why, but that in itself deserves examination, This ¢ourse. This will be of some help to the student,
the course is of no professional use, and is only course also must be altered, so that it will become H€ Will no longer have to endure all the terrible
valuable as a general education, as interest to the more relevant to the students. because the mater- Courses in one year, but can spread them out. This
individual mind, It is my conviction, born out by the  ial is so essential to the proper execution of their 1S 1Ot the progress to which I refer, Despite all
questionnaire, that if we are being trained for a  job, this, I want to teach,

€. In your teaching experience what is the largest single
problem you face from day to cay. (If you canncot limit it
to one then state the two or three nost important)

VWiere ycu lea to expect this by the Department?

a) yes

b) no

10. If not what were you led tc exnect?

Appendix “A” Statistical Report

11. If you have any further ccmments which you feel may be of help
to us or to the department please state them.

12. What grade are you now teaching?

1. My course in the History of Education was:

13. Hew many years have you been teaching?

Secondary Level Primary Level Combined

(a) 1 29 0 0% 1 27% :

() 5  10% 2 137, 7 11%

(e) 5 13% 1 6% 7 Y ‘,

(d) 17 367 3 199 20  31% .

(e) 19 40% 10 63% 29 45% ’
a8 16 64 7. My course in Art was:

Secondary Level Primary Level Coinbined
2. My course in the Philosophy of Education was: @) 3 387 4 50" 7 44
®) 0 C 0 0 0 0
Secondary Level Primary Level Combined (c). 1 12 3 38 4 250
(a) g 6% 1 6% 4 6 ( ) 3 Eﬁi 1 12 3 19
o) 6 129 1 6% 7 11% (@) L8 25 10" 0 20 S
() 10 20% 2 127 12 199 & 8 16
{d) 11 24% 3 19% 14 220
(e) 18 387% il 57% 20 429 I
g8 16 64 7« My course in Music was: - One answer only = Primarly level, quite valuable

7. My course in Drama was:
3. My course in Methods (Elementary or Secondary) was:

Secondary Level Primary Level Combined
Secondary Level Primary Level Combined @ 5 63 0 0 5 56
(@) 2 4(:[' 0 0 2 39, (1‘} 2 25% 0 0 2 22
) 1 27 1 6% 2 3% ) o0 0 0 0 0 3
() 2 4% 4 257, 6 99 @ 1 127 0 0 L1
@) 2o 2% 9 56% 29, 459
©) 23 48% 2 13 25 407 () -z 0 =i =dn i

T : ‘ ' '

7. My course in P,E, was:

4, My course in Educational Psychology was:

?5‘30“%‘1”’ ;iti‘f,l | I’l‘émarv Level Gombined .‘E:it%)colltz)q“- LL(’)V(_"[ In-ljnl‘;il‘_\' Level C|_|lr:,rx;1;f-»€-1
d { b 0 - 119 & J L3
®) 9 18 3 190, 15 Pid ®) 4 587 0 0 4 50
) & 179 4 950 12 197 ) 1 147, 0 0 113
@ 9 18% 8 50, 17 280 @) 1 149 0 0 1 12
(e) 13 27 1 6 14 ;3”: (e) ._1 147 (1) 0 __i_ 12

B 16 I , (

9. My course in Testing and Measurement was: 7. My course in Art (Music, Drama, P,E,) was (tally of cases where no distinction was made )

Second‘ax-‘\' Le\rr__el Primary LL‘;Y“'l Ct)_mhjnm_i_ Secondary Level Primary Leval ot

(f.l) 6 14 1 25 7 15% ('d) 3 120 i o

(b) '8, 18% L 25 9 18 ®) 4 179 > an e

i L 25% J Sit 4 15 2 40" 6 20"

% 17 1 ook i e (€ 5 = 21% 3 60 8 28

@) 17 6% 1 250 18 379 d) 8 339 0 0 8 2g

e)__8 187 1 25G 9 18% (e) 4 17 0 0 4 14

45 - 49 27 5 29

6. 1 found the Practice Teaching as set up: 7. My course in Art (Music, Drama, P,E,) was (tally of all courses combined)

Secondary Levﬂel Primary Level Combined Secondary Level Primary Level Combined
E}ag 1?) iglﬂ. 4 ii’p iz 19 @) 11 237 g ?1{.'1 }6 _1
) 20 ) 31 5 25% t 1 21% ‘ 9¢ 3 2
(e) 15  32% 5 317 20 32 E(_li ? 1?1,1 6 387 13 21
(d) 12 257 2 139 14 229 d) 12 267, 1 67 13 217
€_3_ % 0 0 3.0 0% () 7 15 1 6" § 12

48 16 64 7 16




