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POLITICS AND DALHOUSIE

In a recent cross-Canada poll of student opinion the Canadian
University Press has discovered that Maritime University students in
general are not interested in politics. While Dalhousie is notable by
its absence, reports from the other colleges of the Maritime block in-
dicate no political clubs on their campii.

At Dalhousie, however, there is an organization known as the
Co-operative Commonwealth University Federation, which has been
functioning since its inception on October 22. Although the group
is affiliated with the National C.C.F. party, it has urged students of
all leanings take part in its debates and meetings.

Several years ago the Progressive Conservative party made an
abortive atfempt to organize a political club in this University, but
the group soon foundered and sank in the general antipathy and in-
ertia of the war years.

Today the question, ‘“‘Shall we have Political clubs on the cam-
pus?” has emerged as a current controversy. At Queen’s University
recently the dispute waxed so warm that a student plebiscite was held,
at which 85% of the approximate 50% of the student body voting
rejected Political clubs.

There is much to be said for both sides. Politics is often consid-
ered a racket. If students can equip themselves, now, with a knowl-
edge of political issues, they will be better equipped to play an effect-
ive part in the politics of the nation. It is apparent, however, that a
wide knowledge of political issues cannot be gained by membership
in a club directly affiliated with any of the national parties, as such
membership will automatically mean association with those of the
same political faith, and exposure to party propaganda.

The party system has become so firmly entrenched in the Cana-
dian governmental system, however, that for immediate purposes a
knowledge and support of one party is the only practical way that Ca-
nadians can have a share in government. It is indisputable that this
is contrary to all the principles of a University training and a liberal
.education—but such is the case. A knowledge of the party system
could be best achieved by an objective and impartial study of all party
programs—a study which could be facilitated, theoretically, by Politi-
cal elubs. It seems hardly probable or possible that interested stu-
.dents would have time to attend all meetings of all clubs—or that,
time being no obstacle, would permit themselves such an experience in
impartiality.

The party organizations in Canada are keen to Trecruit young
people, The students of today will be the influential citizens of to-
morrow,-and as such are respected by those now in politiecs. Highly
organized political groups might succeed in gaining control of student
organizations—and making political faith a diseriminatory factor in
the choice of student officers. In the event of any group attempting
to exert such an influence, the student should be of sufficient intelli-
gence to recognize whether it is an influence for the good, or merely
a political manoeuvre. If the student is unable to diagnose between
the fwo he has no place in a University.

Freedom of thought, of speech, of activity, freedom to form an
independent opinion must not be hampered by the requirements of an
outside authority. Concurrently, freedom of the individual to belong
t0 an organization of his own political party, freedom to present his
own opinions and to hear those of others are his inalienable rights.

These are some of the facts, The choice remains with you.

The GAZETTE acknowledges material for this editorial, which
was published in the Queen’s Journal, Friday, November 18.

EDITOR'S MAIL

The Editor-in-Chief,
Dalhousie Gazette,
Dear Sir,

I would like to know whether
or not the Ceouneil of Students
intends to amend the Gazette Con-
stitution in proportion to an en-
lurged Gazctte and Studen: Dody
beyond further reports from the
Business Manager and vague

hints regarding doubling the
number of points required for a
Gold D. There are certain sec-
tions of the constitution which,
in view of the four page increase,
are hopelessly out of date. I shall
concern myself only with the Lit-
erary section.

The constitution provides for
the Literary Editor’s taking all

published literary material to two
professors of the Department of
English to have points awarded
to them “aceording to literary
merit.” Presumably this is sup-
posed to happen at the end of the
year, Last year, to my knowledge,
the contributions were not “mark-
ed” at all, and this year there is
from four to six times as much
literary material in the Gazette.
Which of our professors will have
the time or inclination at the end
of the year to award points to
some hundred contributions?
Furthermore, opinions on what
is of “literary merit” differ. It
is ridiculous to imagine that the
average contributor is a polished
literatus; what criterion iz there
on which to judge the contribu-
tions unless it is the average
literary worth of the whole? To
submit the articles to judges as
they are published would leave
no standard other than the literary
perfection to which the judges
are normaly accustomed, which I
consider would be unfair to our
contributors, in that it sets up a
standard most undergraduate
students are unable to reach. The
average standard should be the
“fifty percent”’ on which to judge
the individual contributions.
Considering these points, if the
Council, as has been hinted, raise
the required points for a Liter-
ary D to sixty, the average under-
eraduate would not be able to
attain the standard necessary to
obtain one; and more senior
students, their literary ability
notwithstanding, would be unable
to have their work recognized in
(Continued on page 8)

NEWS FROM
OTHER U’s

Money-hungry McGill veterans
still consider baby-sitting the
most popular past-time occupa-
tion, Provided baby is good and
doesn’t do things it shouldn’t, the
“profession” pays a reasonable
dividend. In place of monetary
remuneration, the “sitter” often
receives some of that homecook-
ing that he misses while away
from home.

Cards of appreciation, similar
to the following, are sent to the
employees:

Dear Mr. and Mrs.:

A belated thank you for the
lunch, especially the raspberry
jam. It was good.

MecGill Daily.

We noticed in a recent edition
of the ‘“Queen’s Journal” that a
symphony orchestra is in the
offing. Practices are being held
with an average attendance of
thirty-five but with a decided
weakness in the brass and the
Windwoods section.

Also, from the Journal comes
word that the C. 0. T. C. is still
fifty members short of its compli-
ment of 144. Age limits have been
raised to admit veterans up to the
age of thirty-five and an acceler-
ated course is being offered to
final year students.

The blase, dignified skins of
McMaster are mnow (under a
penalty of fine) wearing gowns
at all lectures. It seems as though
this is not the idea of the faculty
but rather the wish of the major-
ity determined by a ballot held
last spring.

Much has been said and written
concerning the form that the
University Memorial should take.
From the “Varsity” comes word
that MeGill Graduates have col-
lected nearly $570,000 for the
purchase of a rink-auditorium,
which will serve as a War Me-
morial to the McGill men killed
in the second World War.

What are the Dal students and
graduates doing concerning such
a project at this campus?
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? i Lhe asking-
WEET CAPORAL

CIGARETTES

“The pvrest form in which
tobacte cam be smoked”

Z Snarr—[ook SART

BRYLCREEM

THE PERFECT HAIR DRESSING

® Applied every morning, BRYLCREEM will
keep your hair looking smart and well-groomed
all day long. The natural oils in BRYLCREEM
overcomedandruff and dry scalp, give the hair
a healthy, natural lustre without that greasy
appearance. All druggists sell BRYLCREEM in
the handy, convenient tube. Buy today. '
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NO GUM-ND SOAP-NO ALCOHOL- NO STARCH

““Heat Merchants Since 1835"

S. Cunard and Company, Limited

HARD COAL * SOFT COAL
COKE * FUEL OIL
OIL BURNING EQUIPMENT

HALIFAX, N. S. DARTMOUTH, N. S.

Say SCHWARTZ

and be sure!

It was a good slogan in war. It is now a good slogan in peace:

COFFEE

“Say Schwartz and be Sure’”. We urge it for your protection
that you may be assured of the incomparable Schwartz quality

in Coffee, Spices, Peanut Butter, Jelly Powder, Baking Pow-
der and Dried Fruit,

W.H.Schwartz & Sons Ltd.

Canada’s Oldest Coffee and Spice House
Founded in Halifax in 1841

Dallousie Hniversity
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Largest Staff, Libraries and Laboratories in the Maritimes

Thn. Faculty of Arts and Science
enjoys international distinction

Diplomas in:

Bachelor of Arts Engineering

Bachelor of Science Education

Bachelor of Commerce Music

Bachelor of Musie Pharmacy

Master of Arts Hospital Pharmacy

Master of Science Mining Geology
Pre-Professional Courses

Honour and Advanced Courses in many departments

in the B. Se. course about $210.00 a year

in the B. A. Course average about $160.00 a

I.\‘Iany valuable scholarships, on entrance and throuch th.e 0 e

Regional Scholarships awarded on the result of exa;qinatiog*uiseiti i

February in any Maritime school. Special $600.00 scholarshipsbfofHolnn

our courses in Classics, Mathematics, Modern La : is ]

The Professional Facultiifnguages pPdlistory,

Degrees of:

Inclusive Fees

Law, Medicine, Dentistry, enjoy an unexcelled reputation.

Residences
Women students live in Shirreff Hall — one of the finest W z
Besidences in the Dominion. Residence is provided for fir;t e'fl-men £
in the University Men’s Residence. Other men sfudenta-lf\'eyh-; _?ﬁen
qf two affiliated institutions or in selected and uppr&ved h(‘;rmz‘i:l i
Special arrangements are being made to accommodate married“and
single ex-service students.
Meals for all students are available at the University
For full information write to THE REdI.STRAR.
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