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and of singing. But the cther two
were gîven when thc voices lad been
rested, and tîey were a disappoint-T ey ment to those Canadians who have
heard at least two of Bach's biggest
choruses donc in a nianner that would
have made the old forerunner and
maker of fugues desire to risc again
upon eartî. One of these the Shef-
flelders sang with a listless tempo that

digtuabnothtblnsarobbed the work of ail the snap and

distinguishing feature to ail of Bacli's
mclodic harmonies. Thlis was set
down by one of the choristers to a
"mood" of the conductor.

As to the unaccompanied part sing-
fa;y ý"z ing: this was rather unconvincing.

on th lu England is the home of the -gîce and
thc madrigal, but Sheffield is notevi-

soiel fiom dently the home of ultra-reflncd pari
~e slelysinging. In the flrst, place the pro-

,anada Hard grammes contained nothing in thil
i a category but English part songs anÉ

motets; flot a trace of Gounod oi

reat Doino Tschaikowsky; of Palestrina or o]
Brahims or Cornelius; no'thing mor(

R MILLS 00. European than Sullivan and Bouglitor

ft>, BRANDO* and MacFarren. This may be p&
triotic; but it looks somewhat lik(
parocehialismr. If the Sheffield Chouj
have- Europcan uinaccompanied re
pertoires and liad taken trouble t(
turn up programmes of thc Mendel.

S ssohn Choir, they miglit have' d ,is
Iifldfl S covered that Toronto at least bas foi

Syears been listening to finer thingý
nv lls than most of thc English motets

madrigals and glees. Furtliermore

Port there was no particular art in singiný
a hackneyed old melody' like "Bank

us 4 uji pw..) and Braes," and singing it witîou,
apparent preparation and with fiat
ness of tone.

oasant ta iak0 Much of the unaccompanied worl

dl nover legs te was, ragged. The conductor did no

iIt Ru pse seern to le over regardful about thi
nuances and the sustained pianissi
mos; neither as to attac and releasi
of tone; for in this sort of work thi
voîces have a prime chance to shov

me Rom[. cither how good or how lad thi
training may have been. We canno

Lt. DRUSS1STS say that Dr. Coward is a great traine
EVERYHIRE in unaccompanicd choral music. Hl

is too he-adlong. Hie suffers fror
lack of restraint. 'Phere is flot thi

____________ ,ilken finis'h and thec clean-cut, razor
like crispness about the SheffielderE
performances in 'ths work that thi
most critical Canadians would hav

rtlIfCl liked to observe. At the ýsame tiîn
lfhere was a good deal of native ar

T ~and splendid feeling about somne o
these pieces.

iter and more 0f course even for the averag
performances of most of these thing

n Daylight. 0-hp choir Pot boundless applause. Ou

Mr. Brearlèy did lis part with a true
artistic finish. The Sheffielders did
the work here with organ and piano
in place of orchestra, which was a
risky thing to do; and the fact that
tihey carried it through in the main
so magniflcenitly stands as a mark of
great credit. Vocally the choir did
its best work in this oratorio meant
for an opera. Their work was
dramatic and full of strength; highly
convincing in interpretation and donc
witli splendid response to the con-
ductor. The much ta.lked of "de-

*mous' chorus" proved to be a thrill-
ing performance markcd by a resort

*to the super-dramnatic; some rather
cacophonous "ha-lias". being under-
stood by some critics -as the essence
of scornful drama in singing; and so
thbey iglt hiave -been'.if the choristers

*could 'have been staged as imps and
snarling devîIs instead of bein-g ladies

1 and gentlemen in evening drcss.
Finally, we were glad the Sheffield-

ers came. Tlicy have taugit uls the
real -imperishable love of song; the

Lundying heart interest in choral work;
- the wholesome devotion to, a form of

art of which in the north of England
they have plenty and of which in

-Canada wc are beginning to sec thc
truc native worth in culture. Mast

-we are sorry for is that the press
-agents took the trouble'to, advertisc

this chorus as a world-beater in order
3to get big crowds; for we ail like to

sec and hear the thing that tops the
list. Candidly, wqhcn we think it al

Sover we are inclined to think tha-t
sDr. Coward and lis admirable choris-

t ters brought with tbçm a good share
- of the proverbial British forbearance

towards colonials wlio might have
c been expected to be strangers to, the
t best in choral art; something of whfat

Lowell after lis British ambas-sador-
-ship calcd "a certain condescension
Samong foreigners." And it is a trifie

awkward that wliereas in most Cana-
V dian towns and cities the work of the
e Sheffliders miust have been a gospel
t of pure higli art, in tIc capital of
r Ontario for sorre years back we have
c been hearing choral utterances that
n made us critical and inclined to scoid.
e Altogether the visit of this Ch>loir

will be of immense benefit to Cana-
~'dian choral music. We are sorry that

e our cousins have had to work so liard.
e Heaven knows they slioul:lhave given
e no more than a concert a day, but the
ýt box office decreed otherwise. So tJhat
~f if we have received our co-workers

with enthusiasm we have also wotk-
e ed theni like horses. We only hope
s that when they comne to look back
r uipon this visit to the flrst Dominion
i. in ithe Empire they w!1! forget the
d Iardships and the railway bumps and
hi the long ship voyages and the weary
n liotels and the cold skating rinks, and
;, remember chiefiy that we were miglity
" glad to welicome them and to hea'r
" them sing; that we hope tliey will
y corne back again and bring with themn
y the best they have ini choral singing,
e for the best is none too good for

;_Canadians and we flrtnly believe that,
if these English folk have the best with
d them somewhere.
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