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“ Young’ Girls Reading,”” by Renoir.
TWO NOTABLE PICTURES AT THE RECENT ART EXHIBITION IN MONTREAL.

IMPRESSIONIST ART EXHIBITION

By M.

ONE of the most important events for Can-

adians who are interested in modern paint-
Ing, sculpture and jewellery has been the
o formal opening in Montreal of the Exhibi-
in tho Recent French Art. A condition stipulated
: te arrangements was that the exhibition should
Work Oroughly representative of each artist’s best
ing t'h (& _G_oyernrg]ent of Erance, whlqh is direct-
) he exhibition, is defraying the entire expense
4S sent out an artist to supervise the hanging
cIudealv'l‘anging of the various specimens. These in-
i three hundred and twenty oil paintings, some
nojr eBmOS»t significant productions of Monet, Re-
impy esnard, the most celebrated of the French
ut,heeSSlomst'.s, of whom Louis Vauxcelles says,
al‘tis}g ave liberated the palette and revealed to all
S the charm of la peinture claire.” Present at
ren(i%enlng was one of the largest gatherings of
¢ .+ and English society seen in the art gallery
2 long time,
the gaﬁ)mplete surprise awaited those who came to
in pro €ry expecting to see simply paintings, noble
enlt)m‘_tlon, harmonious alike in idea and form.
fresh ..ing one is bewildered by the profusion of
Men :flou'rg,. and one stands constantly in wonder-
Mo hbrllhant visions pf nature, here a luminous
Diece Phere, there a blazing sunset or a marvellous
tiste O Portraiture. Form with some of these ar-

ts :
reVe’l,ss‘?emS at times purposely neglected; and art
life = ! colour, in movement, in the brightness of

myep, . Mumber of the pictures give you not so
fth Stltenes as living atmospheres,—impressions.
Claud: atter, “The Thames at Charing Cross,” by
ost j tMOngt, the leader of the Impressionists, is
of littln €resting. On first glance, you are conscious
as YOue more than a smoky blue atmosphere. Then
Oharingaze, the Thames and the shadowy outline of
fect de% Cross stand forth in the dim haze. The ef-
Matjq, '81ts you by the scope it gives to the imag-
affor g he painter, like the poet, thus sometimes
the Most pleasure when he leaves something for
Billot aglnation to supply. “Mist in Holland” by
x-oue 1S another picture that arouses enthusiasm.

g the fog, made partially luminous by the
the’cg'1 4 dimly see Holland and in the foreground

N OaraCtenstic Dutch windmill. :

With A t'he,s,e your eye is directed to “T'he Woman
loyy ;Ples by Jules Grun, a painting rich in
Ese L‘ou{ld showing the fine effects of light. “Chin-
Walls 18 XV Salon” by Tendre, “Garden on the
Shores”O {) ROt‘henburg” by Morand, - “Finisterre
erg atty Moret, “Autumn” by Costeau, and many
hey ex'h'l;aCt Yyou by the gorgeous splendour which
bit. “The Passage to the Isle” by Bouchor,

with 5 > Garden in Andalusia” by Dufau, combine

- t'h'al'mil‘l‘g grace all the free colouring of the

<« SChOOI
érceau” by Roll, Presidente de la Societe

‘“The Funeral,”’ by Jamois.

JENKINS.

Nationale des Beaux Arts, is beautiful in its revela-
tion of character, tender feeling, mother’s love. The
‘harmony in the painting is very pleasing. 'The
autumn landscape blends admirably with the pic-
ture. A woman, apparently a widow of the labour-
ing classes, is bending, in patient almost divine love,
over her sleeping child that holds for her the es-
sence of life—the joy and romance of it.

A striking picture is “La Manicure” by Caro-
Delvaille, which made the painter famous and
placed him in the front rank of living French ar-
tists. An old lady—la manicure—is busy with the
hand of a woman of the world. The characterisa-
tion is exceedingly well done and the tone effects
skilfully evolved.

Another representative picture is “The Funeral”
by Edmond Jamois. The cortege is shown passing
over a bridge. The colours are of the richest and
there is a fine study of water reflections and of the
effects of light and shadow. :

Nor must we pass over Renoir’s masterpiece,
“Jeunes Filles Lisant.” The picture represents two
sisters reading the one book. That is all. Yet it

is a strong picture that charms us by its simplicity
and perfection. |
In the sculptural exhibit, Rodin, one of the
greatest artistic spirits of the century, is represented
by the “Thinker” and a head of Minerva.
Lalique’s work is unique. He has introduced a
new kind of jewellery or rather he has taken gold,

‘'silver, enamel, pearls, diamonds, and has put upon

them the magic of his own skill. He has wrought
so delicately, so beautifully, and has made such ex-
quisite arrangements and combinations, that the re-
sult is in every instance a work of art, and is mak-
ing a deep impression upon those who are fortunate
enough to see what he has produced.

The exhibition so creditable to France is a boon
to Canada. When Canadians are abroad, they real-
ise how little is known of art in this busy, young
country, and how much there is to know. As great
possibilities are here as anywhere. The country is
becoming rich from the wealth of grain fields and
mines, rich from the mine of thought of all the ages
at easy access now. What we perhaps most need
is to have our impulses stirred in the direction of
art. We need to contemplate what is being achieved.
And here comes the splendid opportunity given by
the exhibition, which will continue to the end of
the month. This display will no doubt give new
impetus to artists here and will encourage the
study of art in Canada.

VALUE OF CANADIAN CL.UBS
Opinion of Sir James Whitney |

«© EGARDING the system of Canadian Clubs, I
have strong opinjons on general principles, a

strong conviction of the great advantages

which must accrue to the community at large from
great organizations such as the Canadian Clubs. As-
sociation has great advantages. It is always good
to rub shoulders. I am satisfied that the results
that will follow the formation of these clubs will be
of great public benefit. = The submission of differ-
ent opinions will be of great advantage for discus-
sion always results in good to the community. It
creates a sort of raw material, out of which wise
conclusions may be evolved.

“It follows as a matter of course, that there can-
not be any influence outside of the press which will
have so far-reaching an effect on the minds of the
people at large. The press reaches a much larger
constituency. It is far from being infallible (laugh-
ter), but the press of Canada is having, on the whole,
a good and beneficial effect on the people of Canada.
(Applause.) The influence of Clubs like the Can-
adian Club is confined to the cities and towns and
large villages, and the constituency it serves must

necessarily be much smaller than that served by the
press.”
k * k * * * * * l *

“We talk about party feeling and being mortals
we must admit that there is too much party feeling,
or party prejudice. But there is no other way to
carry out the British form of government, and the
man who derides and sneers at party, and says it is
not necessary, fails to understand his position in the
British Empire, and is unworthy of the franchise.
(Hear! hear!) What better man could we see than
the man who is ready to uphold his party when it is
right, and oppose it when it is wrong ?”

“But there were questions that must be dealt with
from a ‘larger and broader standpoint’; .questions
concerning the future of the British race on the con-
tinent of America, when party considerations must
be put aside.

“Should the time ever come when the future re-
lation of Canada to the Empire is up for considera-
tion, and—which God forbid—an attempt is made
from any source to interject party feeling, or it is
interjected by accident, such organizations as this
must ground and steady men so as to make it im-
possible for this to have its usual force.”



