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TBECAME enthusiastic over the BoyjScout movement siniply because 1 be-
lieve that it contains greater possi-

bilities of good to the boyhood of the
nation than any otber movement of mod-
ern times. My feeling was that anything
that could do material good to, boyhood
was laying the surest and best founda-
tion for a better citizensbip.

The Boy Scout movement instils ideas
of courtesy, decency and honour into the
minds of boys~ jnst at the receptive age.
Lt takes the boys off the street and there-
fore greatly lessens the danger of their
forming bad habits. They imbibe good
without knowing that they are doing so.

The chief advantage of the movement
îs that tbe wbole cbaracter of the work
appeals to the nature of the average boy.
We ail, as boys, liked, to get out into the
woods to play at capturing Indians; the
Boy -Scout movement furnisbes an in-
finitely better vehicle for that instinct.
Under proper guidance and an intelligent
systemi of direction the boys acquire
knowledge of great value. They learn
tbe use of observing and thinking facul-
tics that they neyer knew tbey had. They
bave a good tirne; butt coinci(lent witb
that they learn much that will be of
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great use to tbem. To take the full
course of the many badges is a liberal
education; indeed there is almost a lib-
eral education iii any one of the courses.
The boys learnl many things sncb as first
ai(l to the injured, home nursing, sta-
tionary engineering and the work of
firemen. In the last-mentioned line of
work tbey become expert at sucb tbings
as bandling bose and getting into a
burning building to rescue people wbo
bave been overcome by smoke. Some
of the boys make excellent volunteer
firemen, and there are instances in which
tbey -have risked their lives to save
others.

The charge is made that the Boy
Scout movement tends towards militar-
ism, but the trutb is that the movement
will probably be the greatest factor iii
obviating the danger of militarîsm. We
bave not reached the stage where our
country can abandon mibitary protection.
Eacb country needs to be readyto meet
danger, and so must bave a large stand1-
ing army or bave men readv to cal] on,
We don't advocate jingoism, but if, un-
fortunately, danger sliould arise, the
country niight be glad of the ail that
the ol(ler boy Scouts could give \Vith
a few weeks training the boys would
bc available as defenders. The Boy
Scout movenient belps to furnisb nia-
terial reatlily availal)le tor our volunteer
forces, and may thus also help to pre-
vent the necessity of our maintaining a
large, standing army.
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