
CORRESPONDENCE RELATVE TO THE

Your committee feel that this statement of the truth of the case is not necessary to vin-
dicate the legality of the destruction of the boat, but simply to remove the imputation that
unnecessary seveity was exercised towards the persons on board of ber, or that in any pos-
sible case her destruction vas not fullyjustified.

Repeated appebuve It has been with feelines of the deepest concern, and, at times, of indignation, that the
b - * mkt - loyal people of the Canadas ha-e observed the apatliy of the government of the United

tie pulat= e Stxtes, notwithstanding the repeated appeaLs that have been made to thema, in restraining
brignIa. -wthout efrect. and punishing the brigands who are witlin its reach. It is a fact not only undeniable, but
Tev ave anirteda almost universally admitted, that the conduct of the United States is, and fromn the begin-

ning bas been, such as to show that thev regarded with satisfaction rather than disa roba-
ta.tmut net tion, the attemipts made to sever these col1onies fromn the British Crown; and oug
"Ver the lonic from your committee do not feel authorized to advance their individual opinions as those of your
the Crw" . honourable House, when they state their conviction, that there is a very strong desire

among the Amierican people and governiment to expel monarchical institutions frorm this
ngbazd -oWd bic c. continent, yet they believe that the indications of this desire are so obvious, that our

-tatIy and plaiiv gracious Sovereign and the British nation should be constantly and plainly apprized of
apprized Of Amrcan them by those who have the best opportunities of watching them, and statmg them with
°e -confidence.
,e ferlingadverted to, Your committee believe, that the feeling to which they have adverted has mainly induced
Iai2]y icduetd tbe -the recent extraordinary movements in Maine, and the sudden and unexpected assertion of

'n.the general govermment, that the exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed territory on our
eastern bouindury does not belong to Great Britain, but that the State of Maine was fully
justified in taking possession of it by force of arms. If reference were made to the mere
inconvenience that would result from the impunity with which crimes of the most atrocious
character might be committed in a country over which no ascertained legal jurisdiction
extends, it would be enough to decide the necessity of leaving the territory in dispute under
the control of la-s by which it had always been governed; but the people and governmient
of the United States are insensible to this or any other consideration that comes in conflict
with their designs on the possessions of the British Crow'n. They well knew, and cannot
deny, tlat the territory in dispute has always been under the jurisdiction of Great Britain;
and they are equally sensible that the settlement of the true lne dividing the two countries
has never been retarded or evaded by the EngIish Government, but that the fault, ifthere
he any, is wholly on their side. Notwithstanding which, at a moment when it is believed
dissensions exist in the colonies, warlike possession is taken of a part of the country
that has alvavs been claimed by, and which has ever been in the possession of, Great
Britain, and which, if ceded, will completely eut off the land communication of the British
North American colonies with each other; and the moment this most unjustifiable aggres-
sion is committed, Congress, in compliance with a recommendation frorm the President,
passes a law authorizing him to employ the army and navy and militia of the Republic to
resist any attenpts on the part of GreatBritain to enforce byarmns her claims to exclusive juris-
diction over what ?--over that part of "the State of Maine!" which is in dispute between
the United States and Great Britain. This enactaent would settle the whole matter if
subnitted to, since it assumes that the territory in dispute is part of " the Staté of Maine,"
leaving further argument or proof on the part of Great Britain wholly out of the question.

Your committee would exceed their province, if they ventured an opinion, however remote,
of the course which lier Majesty nay take in reference to this unexpected interference with
Her uidoubted sovereignty; but thev may venture to express on behalf of their brave and

Coorience that Hr generous fellow-subjects of New Brunswick their fin conviction, that not the smallest
.ijesty %ii not alinw portion of their rights vill beý sacrificed to the cupidity of an encroaching and presumptuous
the ritb of ber subjecti opponent.-And on b2half of thenselves and ofthe loval inhabitants oflower Canada, they°0*'" bc can only say, that the surrender of the territory claimed hy the United States could not

fail imminently ta 'endlanger the connexion of these colonies with the parent state; and
niost earnestly do they hope that a concession so unfounded and ruinous will never be made.
Neitier can it be forgotten by colonists, nor will it be overlooked by the British Govern-.
ment, that no compromise can take place which will have the effect of transferring any-

The lqph orse< portion of Her Majesty's subjects to a foreign power. The people of New Brunswick may
:3runwick eanot he be released fron their allegiance and cast o? from the mother country, but they cannot be

tr Irred te tlothCr transferred and rendered subject to another power without their own consent. The true line,
consent. and that only, must determine to what nation they belong.

Your comnmittee, having thus adverted to the events of most prominent'importance that
have occurred during the last year, feel called upon to impress upon your honourable House
the necessity-a paiiful one it certainly is-of assuring our gracious Queen, that while
Her loyal subjects in these provinces acknowledge with the deepest gratitude the efficient
protection extended to them by the large military force that has been stationed in the

eo this country, they are bound to reiterate the opinion ex ressed in the report of your honourable
rotnction enti t Bouse of the last session, that the continuance of tis protection is essential to their future

mur* pece and efety. peace and safety, not, however, from the slightest apprehension of internal revolt, but
Spirit of the United "because the governient of the United States either wants the inclination or the ability
state ,tm bent on to compel its citizens ta yield obedience to the laws of nature and of nations ;" and because
further aggremon& we believe these citizens are still ferociously bent on repeating the aggressions from which

we have already so severely suffered.
nderanir to the owne. Your committee further earnestly recommend that your honourable House should bring

of :ir Robert Pet under the consideration of Her Majesty's Government the just and undoubted right of
trorngly urged. the owners of the Sir Robert Peel steamer to prompt and complete indemnity for the felonious

destruction of that vessel in Amnerican waters by·American citizens. It has·occasioned some
surprise


