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State have brught before s and 'ar-
ried through the schemie of Confederation
proposed. There way bé certain faults of
detail in the systetm: I grant'that there are.,
But does ,uot evry work of man bear the'
impress of imperfection? ? s the celebrated
Code NapoIéon perfect?" The Most cele
brated- French lawyers do nòtthink iti ào and
yet thià productioe. is a mastet-pièce of'
legislation in -many respects. Does not-the'
Constitution of the Ucitéd States contain
faults ? and yet it is said, to be 1 model
'ivrk of its kind., J am of opi'nioa that the
plan Of Confederation, taken as, a whole,.is
the best we cculd, desire or hpe for, adapted,
as it had to be, te the well-understood
interésts of the five provinces. To consider
it frnom a purely sectional peint of view,
* ould be to misunderstand the position which
a statesman should occupy , If however, 3iIr.

azat the unreasoning opponeta of the
proposed measure were able to suggest any
nmeads of meeting ,eentaalitiesilnd point
out a way by whîch, while rejeetig the
scheme proposed, we, night find some prab-
tical, noda f escape' from our diffieutties,
I[shoùtd thèn be disposed to listen to them,"
and to compare ther ehem- with that
irhieh is now before us; but these gentle-

men think it ufiùient to blame and criticise.
he celebrated' 'r SIK &Au even. (fhî

author of' Lat Àrayleec ac Colonies), froin
his'retiremet in distant France, sends forth,
a ery of alarm at the- dangers 'with which
he tbiks Cutederation is preguant, but
not a word of' guod counsel or of' a better

"emdy o' hif own. Others ery loud fre",
the house-tops .tat this sobehie; is not a

Federal tn '," but à Legislaiive one in
every point ! 'If it were soi M. BraAua,
I shotald be the first--and I proclaim it
aere before' the .whole couuntry-I sltould

be the tirst to scout and reject the schmerne
with al1 :the po>wer which Provideâce has
give nie; but as if is, -ou the cotrary,
a Fèderal union; ia the fuit force of the
terM;.haViêg a Central Government invested
with ail ihepewer.necesary tothniate and'
remedy the weakùw, wbi h characterises
Fe4eral Goveranment. i themerica union,
gving, ia a special eauner, to each province,
the manageuieat ' its own toeal;affamirs,
aud to ta inhaitapts full nid unrestricted
power te tuake its own laws annot, for
the interést ç9t My tôtsitaut, for uMy
coeutry's interestkhelp approving of a aea-
sure whieb, while. it respecta the righta and'

privileges of al, wll have the effect of
increasing th eindividual and collective
strength 'of.the',fivè proviaces;wilI secure to
us. the donfidencè of the Mother Côuntry,
and rotke tf' this section f, British North
America, under the powerful oegis:cf Eng-
lahd,auotheirimpe-umma hi mero (Cheers.)
I returni t those whose cry is, "but car
nationality iill be lost!, Our language,our
civil and ,religious institutions will disap-
peur." 0 ye- w o cry so loudly, Ind eo
find such charms n the rieighboring re-.
publie, dQ you ihink that if wefell inte
tiat whirl ot divers nations and different
religions composing the American, Confed-
eray,which -have no common- traditions nor
cosimon history wih us, 'French-Canadian
natiopality wouldt long enjoy a sepurate
existence, or that i would not speedily

c lest:.atuidst se many otheis ? Answer if
you cau,,and I will believeynou., (Cheers.)
-Considerý the fate of Louisiania,'inhabited
dhiefly by ,French! lp I r >t ihe "nglish
element in a majority inthe Parliamint a
United Canada'? And. have I net, neyer-
theless, tIe honer te address -you'at this
moinel in French'? in that beantifuI lan-
guage of our uncestor. in whié ,JAcQues
CATIEn, ei 1535, extolled the es of
ar imajestic St. Lawren ! (C nt,)

Woùld you knowci neof the reasons assigned
against General Fatostsm wihen he was a
candidat for' the Presidncy of the United
States a Tew years aga ? "Do olt vote for
Faiutox," iwas the cry oii the hustings and
in the papers of. the day; "'EF:ýMoNT is a
Freuchman"-" FOaMouT is a Catholic"'-
and FatÉouMdTlost is election accordingly.
However;Fatto rTwas nota Caitholie! but
they said he wa, and it was a crime sufi-
eient ic itheir :eyes to distiualify hi:s In his
eandidateship fir. their confidence,,nötwith-
standing that tiey procuai."libnrty of cou>
science t" (Heuar hear) -. Do they.reject a
main in Eugland becaus he. is a Catholic?
'Doeathat fact debir him from enjoying, the
eonfidenie of 'ih Soevèreigs antisi» feliow-
eltizens? Crtainly it due not, and there
are instances toprove it. lave we not often
ieen, inrCanada, Ùatholies represenïtiùg coun-
ties essentially Protestant? Was net the
county of Vandreuil, a eounty in which
Catholics are a iuajurity, lately rep resented

,an English Protestant ? ,Why.sould the
English, under the Coifederatiou, seek to
destroyFreneh-Canadian nationality? What
interest could they sere ira doing se -la


