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with the force which always attends the utter-
ances of a man of ability and firin conviction.
The protective policy put forwa,ýrýy the Con-
servative leader, found a strong and able advo-
cate in the meinber ' for North Renfrew, whose
acknowledged bu-siness success could not but
(rive force and point to, the expression of his
views upon a subject having 'a purely commer-
cial bearing. M71ieil the Conservatives returned
to power in 18 78, Mr. White was put in train-
ing fora position of importance bv having given
him. the chairmanship of the coinmittee on agri-
culture and immigration. Under Mr. White's
direction, this committee didmuch to promote
a knowledge of the resources of Canada, not
only anion« Canadians, but anion« those classes
in England and elsewhere in Europe who might
be possib ' le immigrants. Its investigations into
the ravages of insect pests, and otlier rù atters
affecting agriculture, have been the means of

saving thousiands 'and, perhaps, millions of
dollars to the fariners of the Dominion, be-
sides. promoting improvements in metli(xls
whose adoption meant an immense financial,

and economie gain to the country, In. the
House, Mr. White continued to, devote hiiiiself

inainly to work affecting the general business
of the country. Not only was lie one of tlie
ablest defenders of the National Policy, but lie

also largely assisted in the vast inass -of pri-
vate bill lecrislation wliich, considerincr the var-

ied interests affecte'd, was hardly- less important
than those directly'afveetiii« the creneral pro-

gress and well-being of the country. An' in-
stance of the ' value to the country of a man -of
Mr. White's practical- knowledgre, wm giyen in
the discussion of the bill respecting cheques,
notes, and bills of exchan(re in the sessions of
1889 and 1890. * Prominent anionçr those upon
whom. the Minister of Justice relied for guid-

ance as to, the practical effect of - the many
clauses of the bill wàs Mr. White. Thourrh
he spoke'seldoi, and never without havincr

somethinfr important to- s-ýy,' few -men, in the
House have had more attention paid them by

both friends and opponents alike, for the'reýa-
son that his speeches were 'alwa'ys worth listen-
ing to. Nor, although a stroncr Conservative,

has . he been reckoned in any sense à violent
partizan, as is proved by the ternis in which

he has always been-referred to, by ýhe press
of both sides. - On severa;l occasions lie has
expressed his dissent fr%.)m the policy of the

Government, and has even voted in -the min-
ority against them. On more than one occasion,
when changes in the. cabinet wère impendin"
Mr. * WhiWs name has been freely mentioned-
as that, of a prospective -m'inister. There was

undoubtedly good g-Tound. for thesé rumors, , for.
-the need of a man, practical, -able, fluent, and abso-
lutelyý trustworthy, to. strengthen Ontario's rep-

resentation in the Governinent was keenly felt.
Prior to the assemblincr of Parliament for the

session of 1891, it was Io-ked upon as settled
that Mr. White would receive a portfolio. But
the unfoïtunate sectionalism. which makes class
as well as personal merit a matter to be con-

sidered, intervened between the member for
North Renfrew and the wishes of his friendsz
He was, however, selected for the position of
Speaker, and it is but reasonable to suppose
this deserved honour is but the tirst step in a
promotion which will brincr with it the honour-
able responsibilities of hewl of a department.
Froin this brief summiazy of Mr. White's career,

'it will be seen that lie is exceptionally well
tittei-1 for the Spea-ership, a position which re-

quires finit, a well-founded reputation foi- inde-
pendence and iinpartiality, and secondly, a long
parliamentary experience, or -nowledge equiva-
lent to that which experience bring-s. To quote
the. Nvords of ally and oppinent will, perhaps,

beýst convey a proper impression of the regard
and ësteein in wliich Mr. White is lield. On
the occasion of I)ropo,---.iii-rr Mr. White for Speaker,
the late Right Hon. Sir Jolin Macdonald
said :

" To those "bon.. -members who, liave sat iii previous
Parliaments I need not say one single, word as to the

merits of Mr. Whitc, or as to bis litness to perforn-iý
the duties of this office,' this -higli and important

officeý with. (lue (lignity, and notoiily with. dignitv
of inanner but with inipartialiiv and abîlity. Mý.
White bas heen in Parliament fýr,,fr)urteen or fifteen
yéars, and from. the time lie first éntered it lie took
a very considerable position, even wlien a very

young man ;_ and we- all , know -the assidiiity an( - 1
44 ýtl)ilitv with, whicli lie performed bis -part and his
4 (luties as a member of the House of Coininons of
Canada. He - was always in bis place, vlways rejAly

4" for bis work, enjoying and earrang at a, very early
r (x. the respect and esteem, and. I may sity, tlic',

riendship of -bis associates in Parliament, %vlictliet-
sitting on the right or left of the %ipeaker ; and lie

vindicated the judgment of bis constituents in
electing him. as their representative, for ' we all kn'ow
hov well -lie performed bis duties as a 'member of

this House. I do not know on either side of the
House any bon. metriberý who, woulet prove, from, bis
demeanour, conduct and ability, more acceptable,

without reference to, political, questions, than my
friend the member for the North Rîding of Ren-
frew.,-,, Without further remark, I move the resolu-

tion, seconded by Sir Hector Langev*-."
'In'accepting the proposal,-,H On. Wilfrid Laur*

ier, leader of the Opposition, paid' Mr. White
this graceftil and well-deserved compliment

I am disposed to agree - with - everything '.that Èýas'
6 C been said by my ri§ht bon. friend in refeiénce to -the
41 bon. meniber for orth Renfrew (Mr. White), theCC nominee for the office of Speaker. . - . Fron ' i

past experience of the bon. gentleman (Mr. White),
I am sure that he is endowed with a -thorough know-

« ledge of -the practice and business of this _ House,
and we know from, experience that lie is alsé endowéd
with a sound judgment, a firm, spirit, and, I should

say, a great independence'of character. My; bon.
friend wM pardon me, I* hope, if I remind hini that

perfection is not of this world. He would not -be of


