gl

1
T

e i e

SRR

e it - ki ;

al

st
 Yeargs I8tian

Ocroyg 2nd, 1896,

Rationa] co-operation, maintain silver at a ratio of sixteen to
One of gold, and that this can be done without dishonest
Tepudiation of existing obligations public and private. If
¢ enthusiasm he displays in his arguments and appeals is
Dot natural and spontaneous, it is at least admirably simu-
ated. In fact, the longer he speaks the more thoroughly he
88ems convinced that he is right, and the further he drifts
Way from what has ever heen the policy of the Democratic
P&rby in the past. TIts tendency has been toward individual-
;sm ! government while his is toward collectivism. The
AVourite policy of the Democratic leaders for some years
f;:t' hag ]E)een to wi‘r,.hdraw the government altogether from
issu:Xermse of banking functions by cancelling the existing
of greenbacks, while his is to increase the issue of Gov-
em'_nent Paper currency so as to provide ¢ enough for the
USlness needs of the country.,” The Democratic leaders,
:ix;?]ble to restor.e the State banks, would gladly see the func-
th $ of the national banks made more important by giving
®M the sole right to issue notes: he wants to deprive them
together of the duty or privilege of doing so.

Hag polling day come a month after the nomination of
er;)l’;'n his election would have been certain ; it is now gen-
.Y regarded as doubtful, with the chances rather against
0. By November, with the present tendency at work

r. McKinley should have an easy victory. The event of
*? Struggle will probably turn largely on the vote of Illi-
Icmi?’ Indiana, and Missouri, all large States and all chroni-
‘? Y doubtful. For several years past the silver propagan-
li:’zzthave been quietly circulating a very effective kind of
ure all over the west and south, and little or nothing

% been doing to counteract its influence. The farmers in
&8¢ sections are deep in debt, and the prospect of being
Qt‘e;itt;o' bay in silver is attractive. Money is hard to get, 'for
IS not good and prices are low, and for people so situ-

bhit; ':}Ill inflated currency has no terrors. They simply say
€ contraction of the currency is what has hart them,

an A .
that inflation is what they now most need. An ener-

ot . .
gwtlc educative campaign has been carried on for the past
© Months on the other side, but it was begun too late to

ave j ’
pOVe. 1s proper effect. Six weeks still remain, but that may
*ibly prove all too short.
*
* *

Rev, Dy, McConnell and the Toronto
Diocesan Conference.

IN bringing Rev. Dr. MeConnell to preach and to speak
-the recent Toronto Diocesan Conference the com-
C Secured not, only one of the foremost American
Which S, but a most intluential thinker of that s-chm_)l

"2y be designated by the word Liberal, and in his
s £ . J.a,mes Cathedral he gave a glear interprgta-
Phen, om the liberal standpoint, of some of the perplexing

°ha of our present day Christianity.

~ Ing, " McConnell is convinced that Christianity is Pﬂ_SSing
ahlg si Dew phase of its existence. He finds unmistak-
Thay ;508 that a new step in religion is about to be taken.

But let Will stil] be Christianity no candid man can dou'bt.
y prer?gards it as equally plain that it will Dbe as unlike
Sach Ot};::us Phase of Christianity as these have been to

o ﬁog Previous phases in the development of Christianity
three ;" the dogmatic, the ecclesiastical, and the
' ristianity first inevitably put on a dogmatic
e Porg bwas necessary that Christians ‘should cast 1n
lng of th able form their beliefs about the person a.n_d teach-
I took gerr. Master. This was not easily or readily done.
he e centuries, and it is not surprising that after
hurch had been engrossed for three hundred
8bit o to "Mulating jty creed, that it should come into the
‘nking that accurate belief and a pnrticulm* way

*

THE WEEK

1065

of stating that belief were the most hwmportant of all things.
Christianity thus came to be identified with doctrine, and
the Eastern Church, rejoicing in the title of Orthodox, has
never advanced beyond this position.

But the Western Church, creed in hand, passed into the
next phase, the ecclesiastical, and became a great organiza-
tion. The unprejudiced reader wiil study the missionary
labours, the monastic development, and the organizing genius
of the Holy Roman Church in its palmy days with emotions
of wonder and admiration. Of its degeneration and decay
it is not necessary to speak here, save to notice that they led
to the revolt of the Reformation—a title, however, which Dr.
McConnell regards as misleading. It was not a reformation,
but a new step. Christianity became mystical or evangel-
ical. The secret spirit which Jerome of Prague, Arnold of
Brescia, Wyclif, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Colet, Tauler, Law,
and Wesley held in common was the belief that Christianity
is essentially the establishment by the individual of a con-
scious personal relation with God.

‘What now are the signs which Dr. McConnell sees of a
new step in Christianity ?

First and most obvious is the restlessness of some com-
munions under their several confessions of faith. Secondly,
functions which once belonged to organized Christianity have
been taken in hand by others. As examples, education and
the administration of charity are cited. And thirdly, good
men in increasing numbers are outside of the pale of the
Church. They are sober, sympathetic, earnest, clean, charit-
able, But they are “unsound” in doctrine ; they are not
“ church-members ;” they are not aware of having undergone
that subjective experience known as conversion. Herein Dr.
McConnell is in agreement with Dr. Bruce, of Glasgow, who
says, “ I am disposed to think that a great and steadily in-

* creasing portion of the moral worth of society lies outside the

church, separated from it, not by godlessness, but rather by
exceptionally intense moral earnestness.”

What is the relation of these men to Christianity ¢ Dr,
McConnell’s answer is, that they are Christians in fact ; but
they are waiting for Christianity to pass into a new phase
which will include them in form. Christianity which has
passed through the phases of dogmatism, ecclesiasticism, and
experimentalism is about to show itself in the region of con-
duct. And if it be protested that Christianity has always
affected conduct, this is not denied. The change is a change
of order, Whereas orthodoxy, or church-membership, or a
certain definite experience have in the past been put first in
order of importance, in Christianity’s new phase conduct or
character will occupy the foremost place.

That this new phase will be really an advance, and an
advance in Christianity, Dr. McConnell demonstrates by
reminding us that Christianity was originally not a creed,
nor a church but a Life The Life of Jesus Christ. How
significant of the coming change is the fact that almost all
the “ Lives of Christ,” and they may be numbered Ly the
scores, belong to the 19th century. They witness to the in-
creasing desire of the community to know just who and what
Jesus was, and just what He did and said.

But Dr. McConnell does not hold that the entrance
upon this new phase involves the destruction of previous
phases. Christianity cannot exist without a Creed, an
Organization, and an act of choice by the individual. But
all will issue in, and all will be tried by their issue in, right
living. VA EY

* *
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New York Nation : The Pope has at last decided, or
his theologians have decided for him, that Anglican orders
are absolutely invalid, and that there is nothing for it but a
return to the Catholic fold. This is a somewhat amusing
anti-climax to the huge row kicked up by the Nonconform-
ists last June over Gladstone’s letter on this subject to Car-
dinal Rampolla. They called it “a miserable trifling with
Rome,” but the result shows that Rome, for her part, is not
at all to be trifled with. The Nonconformists, in fact, could
have asked for nothing better than thus to have High
Church pretensions stamped upon by the Higher Church.
Many Anglican bosoms will doubtless be wrung at t'h1s dash-
ing of their hopes ; but the great mass of the English clergy
will very likely say that, if the Pope does not approve of
them, neither do they approve of Aim, and so that scove is

even,



