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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The past record of the Quebec Chronicle
ha< not been such as to lead people to
placc much confidence in it as an expon-
en: of public opinion. It has been such
a time serving sheet that nobody is in-
clineC to take it seriously, and the sus-
picion will be general, even awmong non-
military readers, that in coming to the
dcfenee of the indefensible system of dis-
tributing the commissions in the perma-
uen force as political favors, the Chron-
icle is actuated by some other considera-
tion than that of interest in the public
service. The editor might have a sud-
deply developed interest in the militia
force which outweighs the business con-
siderations which have hitherto dictated
the course of this delectable ‘ organ of
public opinion 7"’ were the cnuse he es-
pouses in the slightest degree reasonable.
That it is not is shown in the long arti-

cle it which the Chronicle attacks the

Canadian Military Gazette for its pro-
test against a continuance of this ser-
vice scandal, for in the whole column
devoted to the subject there is not one
solid argument in favor of its coatinu-

ance
¢ & & 0

As o matter of fact the chief ofject of
the writer appears to be to attempt to
pue up a defence for the two latest ap-
pointments made under this system. The
Chronicle

says: ‘“We may pass over,

without comment, the purely personal
features of the remarks of our contem-
porary as applied to the appointees in
question.  The country may be congrat-
ulated on havipg obtained their services,
zad, at this date, it is ahsurd to talk
about commi-sions brinz obtained through
the exercise of influence of ome sort or
another. The Military Gazette will do
the R. M. C. & good turn when it ceases
to whine in its behalf.

the one to which we are referring this

Articles, such as

morsing, cannot do the cause it professes
to champion much benefit. The argu-
ment advanced is weak, the sentiments
are ungenerous and unpatriote, the per-
The

writer admits that he knows scarcely any-

sonalites are disgracefully mean.

thing about the officers, whom,by paltry
innuendo, he attacks, and yet he assaults
then: brutally, calls the appointments a
job, and takes Mr. Patterson to task for
perpetrating wkat he is pleased to term
a “scandal.” It is quite evident that
the editor is speaking the truth when he
#ay+ that he knows nothing of the gentle-
men under his pen.  When he comes to
know more about them, he will be among
the }Trst, we fancy, to applaud the choice
of the Minster.”

A+ our venerable contemporary appears
anxious to create the impression that the
Gazette made an unwarranted * personal
attack ” upon the two latest political
appointeex it might be as well to quote

just what we did say, as it shows that
the Chronicle is trying to meet our ob-
jections by misrepresentation, a glaring
Our remarks
with regard to the two last appointees

to the Regiment of Canadian Artillery
were

concession of weakness.

as follows: ‘The two last ap-
peintees to commissions in the Regiment
of Canadian Artillery as per the last gen-
era! orders are not graduates of the Roy-
ul Military College. * * * If such
aprointments as those just gazetted are
no: made for political purposes, what in
the name of all that is just and sensible
are they made for? No oue will venture
to say. we should imagine that the young
gentlemen just appointed are better qua-
lifie¢ for commissions than graduates of
the Royal Military College, who have
been trained from boyhood in all the tech-
nicalities of the military profession in
on2 of the first military college in the
werld  Certainly the two lucky officers
have been in the militla for a few years,
have taken courses at the Royal School
of Gunnery and are epoken of by those
who know them as very good fellows.
Probably they are promising militia of-
{icers, but there has been nothing in their
recorc in the service that any one knows
ol tu entitle them to special considera-
tion.”
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Thix is all that was said about these
two young men personally, but probably
their
brought the necessary pressurc to bear

injudicious friends who have
upon the Chronicle have taken some of
ous remirks about this beautiful system in
general to apply to this particular case.
Well, as a matter of fact, the explana-
ti:n of all of these appointments is just
about the same, and they may have been
Mr Somebody's constituents or Mr.

Somebody Else’s grandsons for all we
know, and that may bave been the ex-
planation of their appointmeut. So they

way have taken the following ns a per-



