
ON CIIOOS-ING A PROFESSION.
1 consider it as firinly cstablished as sucli propositions usually are,

thiat a young lady's chances of a satisthctory matrimonial setticint
are in an inverse ratio to the number of lier admirers ; and a sorne-
whiat extended series of observations leads me to believe that the
satne expression, the ternis being changed, holds good in the in-
stance of young nien in tlieir choice, of a profession. Iliiman nature
is s0 constituted, thiat the difficulty wvith 'which we are pleased is
greatest whiere wve have the greatest variety from which to select.
1 have often, ia .rn shopping excursions, îimused myseif with. oh-
scrving the countenance and actions of those who have corne on a
simular erraud with inyseif. Wiere but a few samples of an article
-ire exposed to view, a choice is generallv nmde iith case; but in
cases ia which an endless variety of patterns, colors, sizes and prices,
is presented for inspection, indecision grows more and more visi-
ble as the articles are succcs-sively examined and eompared. Time
files; and at length the eonseiousness that the patience of the polite
and attentive clcrk nmust be well nigli exhausted, admonishies the
bewilderid custonier that action of some kind is necessary, aud in
sheer desperation a selection is hurriedly moade, whicl in the great
majority of instances is uiisatisfactorv, and by no ineans the best.

With equal iatcrest, but ivith different feelings I have oh-
served the same iiidecision, the sanie ivaste of time, the saine
ultimate pxecipitation, and finalJy the sanie dissatisfaction on the
part of inany young men in their adoption of a permanent business.
Thei result is, -that the trades and professions are crowded Nvith
individuals 'who hiave little knowlcdge, and les- skill in the avoca-
tions which they have thus choseîî bastily and as a last resource.
Those who are regularly instructed ia their art are injured by the
ruinons competition that follows, for people wiIl not be persuaded
1-hat the chcapest bargain is not always, or even, gcnerally, the best.
This state of things is, perhaps, to a certain extent, unavoidable in
ail newly organized conimunities 'where a proper division of labor
is not inimediately practicable ; but strenuous efforts should not the
lms be put forth in order to diminish the magnitude of the cvil.
Mucli dcpends on parents. Even in chuldhood the disposition,
physical constitution, and mental powers aud tendeucies of the in-
dividual slhould be carefully studied, and some course of life chosen
for hlmi which will not be in direct opposition to any strongr natural
procli-.itywiech lie mnay exhibit, and a suitable systeni of education
and general training bc accordingly pursued. And let the parent
endeavor to imprcss upon his own niind as well as upon that of bis
child, that it inatters little, so far as truc respectability aud success
are concerned, what liue of bu£iueFs is adopted, if .only excellence in
it be attaiiucd. After ail. we feel inclined to honor a shoeniaker
vwhlo is master of his art, rather than one of those paltry dabblers
in ivhat aire callcd the more liberal professions.


