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Winnipeg Board of Trade.

A meeting of the board was held on
Thursday called mainly w
discuss the graln blockade situation
Mr. Lane, a delegate of the Stonecut
union, appeared before the board
asked for an endorsation of the
proposals that stone should be used
in the construction work at St. An
drew’s rapids, instead of cement. 1t
was stated that a better lock could be

afternoon,

and

built of stone than concrete, and the
e couw/d be had in the province

se at hand, while the cement was
imported. A resol_.on endorsing th
proposition was carried unanimously

and the change will be recommended
1o the government

A delegation also appeared with a
request that the government be ask
ed to place a snag boat on the Red
river at once with the object of clear
ing the river channel of obstructions.
5o that the river will be ready for
navigation to the best advantage on
the completion of St. Andrew's canal
This proposal was also heartily en
dorsed.

A long discussion then followed on
the car shortage and grain bloc! kade
A very lengthy and stirring resolu-
tion was Inllmlu«ul by A. B. Bethune,
seconded Macdonald, calling
upon the go to remedy the

nment

situation  Mr. Bethune spoke briefly
in introducing the resolution, saying
he would defer considerini matter

at length until others had spoken.
Mr. Whyte, of the C. P. R., said that
it was not necessary to say that the
rallway companies had not been able
to transport all the graln that had
been offered this year. Some might
argue that as a prudent business con-
cern the C. P. R. t be excused
from ordering additional rolling stock
after the partial fallure of the crop
last year until this year's crop was
seen, and until it was known whether
or not additlonal rolling stock was
necessary. But the C. P. R. had not
walted. ~ Locomotives had been or-
dered and many new cars last spring
and earlier, but it was a case of all
the construction shops being con
gested with orders. Money would not
buy locomotives. As it was the C. P.
R. managed to get twenty-seven new
Jocomotives and in addition to this the
company leased thirty-five locomotives
from k
Intercolonial
bought 1,250
Whyte admitted that mn Inability of
the road to move the entire crop,
prevented in some cases, farmers meet-
ing thelr obligations and kept money
out of circulation. It was a matter
of the deepest regret. ‘The company
had at present orders for locomotives
with every locomotive works in Can-
ada and the United States. Thers
were two million dollars set aside for
new rolling stock and this ought to be
enough to ensure that the crop of
1902 would be moved with facility.
To prove that the road had not been
idle, Mr. Whyte showed a compari
son of work done in 1899 and in 1001
He took the year 1890 rather than
100 because of the bad
year. In 1800, between
. B1st, the
20,005 cars of wheat, averaging N30
bushels. This year the company
moved 28,431 cars of wheat which wus

rauway.

company

an increase of forty-three and a ha'f,

In oats the company had
more than_in

per cent.
moved 136 per cent.

899 and in barley 132 per cent. This
showed they had not been idle. The
com-

increase of business th:

with 1800 was almost fifty pe

At the C. P. R. stations this season
to Jan. 1, there were marketed 30,
005,558 bushels of . Of this
16,527,000 bushels were shipped,
3,413,000 was marketed In the shape
of flour.  All things considered he
thought the company hade done well.

Mr. Hanna, of the Canadian North-
ern, sald, that he had hoped and sup-
posed, until he heard this resolu-
tion, that any discussion of car shor-
tage would apply particularly to the
C. P. At no time was there any
shortage of cars on the C. N. R. And
he would ask anyone to point Du(
a specific incident where C. o
were lacking. e C. N. ele\nllr
capacity ‘u 24.)01)1!! bushels, anl
at no time had there been more than
1,000,000 bushels In store. Al ref-
erence to the Canadian Northern
should be struck out of the resolu
tion. He belleved, too, that under
the circumstances, the C. P. R. had
dome splendid work. The company
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could not buy cars, no matter what
they pald. American roads have had
in the past year 141,000 box cars
constructed, yet there was not an im-
portant road in the United States to-
day that was not from (en to thirty
thousand cars short.

Mr. J. H. Ashdown.

Mr. J. H. Ashdown said he regretted
in some ways the wording of the reso-
lution, but he believed that t.e country
must have permanent relief. Advan-
tage should be taken of the present
situation to urge action for crops to

come.

The C. P. R., Mr. Ashdown said,
knew the number of acres of land un-
der cultivation; they knew how many
bushels to expect to the acre. The
crop could not have been unexpected.
For years they had maintained a mon-
opoly, and the public had a right to
expect that they would place their or-
ders for rolling stock far enough ahead
to keep ahead of the growth of the
crop. The present croj s about
65,000,000 bushels. — Of this 24,000,000
had gone out of the ('uunlr)’. 10.000,-
000 would be needed for seed and pur
poses of consumption. Two million
bushels were in the shape of flour and
there were about 11,000,000 bushels in
the ele . This left some 18,000,-
(00 of wheat still In the hands of the
farmers, and above all local demands
for seed and for flour. The situation
cannot be relieved till navigation opens
in the spring, and then lhe (lrmen«
will be at work and will not h: the
time to attend to the mlrk(’lln‘ of
the crop.

A rellef Mr. Ashdown wnuld suggest,
was double-tracking the C. P. R be-
tween Fort Willlam and nnipeg,
doubling the elevator capacity at Fort
Willlam and doubling the motive
power of the western lines. Then the
company would be able to handle the

crop.

Mr. Ashdown sald there were certain
villages In Manitoba that at times, ow-
ing to the car shortage, had not a
day’'s fuel ahead, and could not get
cars to bring their fuel in. If a storm
on these people would be in a
very bad position. year there
would be a very big Influx of new set-
tlers,

In answer to a l|\lful|nn Mr Alhdn\\n
said that h d it !
should haul whcll east of Ihe lnke-
the same rate as the mail and lake
route took it the situation would be
considerably relleved. He belleved
250,000 bushels could be taken vut a
week.
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Mr. A. Macdonald.

Mr. A. Macdonald sald the farmers
were losing from 7 to 10 cents a bush-
el on every bushel they could not mar-
ket. He thought this resolution ex-
pressed the situation fairly. It was
not, as some stated, an attack on the

P. R., but it the resolution hit the
c. I', R. it could not be helped.

The railways In this country in the
last twenty-three years had got from
Dominion and provincial governments
of Canada $443,000,000, Some of the
Lords and Sirs of this country could
tell where this money had gone. It
time the people were served,
had sald it was unreasonable
t the . P. R. to get a great
rolling stock, which could only be
used to take out wheat during three
or four months In the year. If that
hela good, then it was unreasonable
o expect a farmer to buy a self-
binder, for it could only be used nur-
ing u short few weeks in the
The urgument was absurd. Mr. Van
Horne had sald some years ago to
the Winnipeg board of trade that the
) d carry western wheat
at a very slight margin. Well, the
. P. R. stock, was selling now at TI4
and last year there was a surplus of
$12,000,000. That meant that money
wus being made at a good margin.
At nt frelght could be brought
from Liverpool cheaper than from
Montreal.  This did not seem like
helping Canada. He thought Indi-
viduals should not have to bother
with these matters. Tae government
should have half a dozen
lhlnnxlmul the west and
ince to rt
If a farr

was

does  not
promptly Is charged demurrage.
The speaker sald he would have it
%o, that after a farmer had applied
for w car und did not et it in rea-
son time, he would charge the
('umpuny a demurrage tax for every
week's delay. Mr. Ashdown had sald
that there were 40,000 immigrants
coming to Manitoba next year.
hoped not

At this statement there were cries
of “pshaw” from all parts of the
hall

Mr. Macdonald
thought It better to provide for what
they had.  Mr. McCreary had said
Canada for the Canadians. Well, after

companies  had  got all
A there wouldn't be much
left He estimated  the

persisted.

I wugh car shortage this yes
0 amount to between $5,000,000 and
$7.000,000,

Mr. Elllott thought in view of the
fact that Mr. Leonard, of the C. P. R.,
was now in Montreal in conjunction
with other superintendents  making
up estimates it would be well to walt
tll he returned. Then the meeting
could see what had been done and
would be In a better position to know
exactly what was next year.
He deprecated Mr. Macdonald'’s state-
ment that he hoped the 40,000 immi-
grants would not come next year.

Mr. J. F. Galt did not want this
resolution of Mr. Hethune put into
the papers, and that outsiders could
say that the board was seriously con-
sidering it. Mr. Whyte's explanation
wus reasonable and fair; and al-
though the C. P. R. had started a little
late they had handled the matter as
well as ‘they could afterwards. This
resolution proposed was more of a
resolution in fa government
ownership of raflways than to rem-
edy @ specific evil. He thought the
cabinet at Ottawa  would laugh at
this resolution if It by any chance
reached them. He suggested that the
president should appoint a committee
of six to frame resolutions to
submitted to the board.

Mr. Nanton urged the inadvisability
of passing resolutions like the one
before the meeting. At one time the
people of the United States did not
fear their furmers coming to Canada.
Now it was different, and everything
detrimental to Canada was published
at the Instigation of the real estate
men and others with big headlines,

Mr. Portér moved the adjournment
of the meeting.

Mr. McCreary, M. P,

Mr. McCreary, M. P, said
were more people than ever
Into Canada and they were about as
able to judge of conditions
fitness of Canada as Mr.
These people were stll coming and
buying land. He pointed out that the
St. Paul papers had the other day
a big_scare heading in the papers to
the effect that smallpox was prevalent
in Manitoba. Anything to hurt Can-
ada was published in the American
papers to disc urum- immigration.

. McCre: rmed the resolution

there
coming

subtnitted a wild cat one, a Tesalution
that would do far more harm than
good.

Mr. McCreary sald that although it
wus not generally n the commit-
tee on resolutions recent Li
eral convention had discussed this
question of car shortuge. Hon. M
Sifton was present and his answer
as to what the government were pi
pared to do had satisfied them and
there were sixty-four present, men
who were farmers and tradesmen and
who were affected as much as any-
ne by the car shortage.
As to this resolution, Mr. McCreary
suld he knew it was coming. An elec-
tion, too, was coming In Lisgar. He
was enough of a politiclan to know
that this resolution was Introduced
to furnish campalgn literature for a
certain individuml
resolution,
ing made to through, was
not to the point and was not the pro-
nouncement of a board of business

Mr. lh»lhum' denled that this reso-
lution was meant to affect the Lisgar
election in uny way.

It was finally moved and unani-
mously carried that a committee con-
sisting of Messrs. Brock, Crowe
Drewry,  Bethune, Georgeson and
Ashdown be appointed to consider
what resolutions were to be placed
before the me.ting. was agreed
that the meeting would be held this
afternoon

The Dominlon government seems
determined to enforce the frult In
spection act which | sed some time
ago for the purpose of preventing
fraud In the packing or (‘lnldlln
fruit, especlally apples.
victions have recently bun obllllu'd
in the case of shipments intended for
export to England.
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Freight Rates Reduced
Toronto, Jan. 8.—Shipper: 1 \|
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During the week ending Decemd
21, the mines in the vicinity of 8
don shipped in all 487 tons of orel
smelter. More than one-haf of ¥
qnmmy came from the Slocan 8%
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