
6 11IE CRITIO.

A SPRING SONNET.
Maint and date front wintcrt; clai>l unhcund,
Ba're burst, filt.rebtil sud palpitant %witI lite

To fre.th creAtln-àwcee as lute or rite,
fllrd.notes airc bieauling witla tIe far off inumîd

OC bleRtin fleeks- Ail tlhingat-tlio vcrdured grouîîd,
Tfie biffiding liedge%.%wM. isoft sntith gaies are tife

%V1tli brea o e prinig. Earth like a friîitful %vite
Lien fintilîd and sîaiilin %vitIî lier rîe% birth crowned.

Icvuî 1 cati It b et itiîany ycars, and luulg.
silice wc, with yotl and 0 uîing. juitîed banîds togotiier?

Andu Ilio ail nierry thiî,gn, trilleil ont cur song,.
And tomcd the futuire ntr, as wrinde a featber 1

Ali. cotiti we hnsl mule thôîeîîits tiiot stwell Anîd tlîroag,
o«u lurtai werc blier lit thii tlati Ntay %veatlîr. Mi. J. W.

OUR REPIIESENTATIVE IN IIOSTON.

THrE PVe s IFîiss INEETIN0.

The Parker Bluse, B3oston, %vas tire sceee of a ruerry galhering of lady
newspapor wviters and thoir friands of both sexes on the afterneon pf May
2lst. 'fic latge recul, in which the meîetrug toek place %vos wratt ftlced,
about two hundred tuember8 aud guesta living prescrit. Through the cour-
tosy one of the niembors of tire Ae8ociation, 'ruu CRITJC'8 represontativot
wau enabled taeDcjoy thu hospitality of the club, and t ta met %vith Marly
talentedl and carnest workcrs wiîo have %von naîte and finiîe in Atuerica.

Tho afl'air was quito informail. Thoso ladie8 who caune frot throir homos
to the meeting wero attirail, Borne of theta. in demi toilet, Square or V alhaped
neck with elbow 8lezîes, and tiiose busy eires, wvlî camue direct f ron work,
wore street costume. The gentlemen %vote ueariy ail in ovouing dresa.

The meeting oponed at 4 o'cloclc, iss Catherine L . Conwvay in tire chair,
supported by Mrs. Saille Joy White, P'resîdent of tire Association, at lier
right.

As the 8ubjeet Io bo troated of n'as rnusic, it %vas very apprepriâte that'
the firat nurnber ou the programme should ho a song, which iras foliowed
by a paper on I The iml uncû ef %vomeu in mtusic," by MNr Elson et the
Censorvatory of L\uaic. 'Mr. Elsen said that if ho should attempt tu Spaak
of wemen as composonsi, his address would bc very short, but that womneu as
inspirers and interproters of Mîusic had frein tire carliot tiges of history
beon couspicueus. fIe spoke of Sappho as the carlieat pooL and musician,
for in thoso days munsic and pectry %veto inseparable. Deborah, Miriam nd u
other women ef acied hisiory %,ror aise roferred tu, altheugh ho did net
consider flint they could bc strictly called niasicians. Coming down te
more modern times, Mr. Eisen toid us storias of fumoirs composera whose
greatest worka were in8pired by Borne fair dtvinity, but hoe aise t<>ok the
romance eut of many stoiiets ivhlicli have been believed by Marly ta bo
authentic, althougb when looked inte, oe must admit that they have a
highly improbable Sound.

Tbe troubadour ci Franco and the minnieinger (if Gorrnauy were pointed
te as exemples of' the influence of womeu. The first nauied colebrated ie
detail the charme of tho particular fair eue, telling of ber eyea, hait, lips,
band ansd feet etc., but the minnisinger praised in geueral the viîtues of
the female character, on a mucli lottier plane than that which the troubadour
of Franco could aspire te. Hotru Mr. Elson illustratedl tho difi'erene by
rendsring seyerai songs, to which lie played lusi own accompaniuîents àMr.
Eison thinks that with the more eûaruest qttention nowi boiug givun te miusic,
for mnuqica sake, and flot merely fur amîusement or profit, by ivoiren, and a
d6termination te learu ail that eau bo le3rnl. ef tire divine art, that we May
yet produce grcat fomato composera, but of this tire future hiold8 the secret.

Mr. Eison's addres.4 toek an heur te doliver, but se interesting %vas iL, with
songe agreeably aandwiched iu, that ne iuo ceuid betiovo an heur bail flown.

Aftr tire songe by a lady, the meeting again became informaI and 1 was
introduced te Mz. Elson, irbo toîid me ha Iîad nevar visited 11alif.ix, but that
ho bad bad tbree pupits fruru thera. 1 said 1 hoped for the credit of m'y
country fithat hcy %tro geod apecimeus, sud Jiu ruplied, " indeed they wero,"
so I felt that if 1 could maniage te cortc,.dl niy own ignorance ef musical
niatters, my country's eredit voi.d Lit, ail riglfl.

1 thon lied the plea8ture of mvotin é .mr8. Kate Tamnatt WVoods, the
authoress, autl writer oft' Letters; te Bath " ini the Ladies' Iloie Journal,
and sîso iE r\çtwîu. a t.ilFli youug lady front Now York, eue ef the
Cfficers et the fanions waui.tu' club, Soxosis.

Such a uierry meeting as ILt woavîery ene sccuued deteriued ta nake if
pleasant for oiliers, cspeally for the stranger wvithin their gates. The
meeting %vls adjourned zo the corridors and atiether parler, for the nunuber
of memboes and gue8s prescrit made it Ilecossary te divizio thora at ta trne,
which was vcry near, snd the P'rker heure had se naany ontertaiuimeuts
goog on that they were obliged te set the tables in the roomiv ie re in.

'The bountiful higli tc- irats dne ample justice ta, and after the inner
ma n-and woman-were satirJwd, ire ail pruceeded te a larger rom ivilore
tho literary entertainineut took place.

Ilis. Saille Joy NV bite presided ln the happiest nianer over iis8 part of
the entertainnuent, ivric:t -vas in tho Iiighegt dcgree interesting. Poomas
werc rond by MIiss MUary E. Blake, MiEs Wîustoiv, à1r. Oscar Fay Adams and
31r. floury O'MIears. lâlisa Biake's sud'IMiss Wiusloi's peetas ivare on thu
same themo, but quito différent in expression. Thcy were beth witty, and
set forth very amusingly iwhat ivould bo donc with the mon in the sweet by-
sud-bye, whan the fairer Bcx obtain theirrigbts. Ceusiidering that"I gentle.
men's; dty"I deos net cotait very ofton, and-that tbey -%vote iu the power of
their hostes-ei, perilapa. st wae ýcarcvly fair te seizi, the occasion te poke fun
at thera. Suoe uf thein looked tathar blank as tiig etruek tlein liard, but

îost ef thein joiued in the laugh against theruselve, rhicti was of tho most

gond nntured toue possible. Tho president made sortie %vitty and timely
reniatks% on the siituntion, and aid silo had ne ides thst the destiny of tha
mon %ras aSsUnling suait an elammtiing Saie, s11e liad tlîoîght iL %vau taking
Caro ef itàol(.

Mr. Adams' poemi waïs in a miner strain, boiug auggestod by the grave
of Tarte Walsh Carlyle, which hro viditod aelns littho tinie rige àMr.
O'MNeara's wils aise et the saine kind, only hoe had cosen the grave of the
miote of Washington tW peur hie libation on. It was ratier siîîgult tîuat
tire ladies and the gentlemein, hnd gene in pairs, ai it woro, and certaliniy
witiiout any foro.knowiedge et aciih otherss ibjeot,. Sîver.iotuer roîrlingt
and reoitatieiîs welru giron, ani Ur. Eisen auppluniented hlis kinduo.is ef tire
atorîaoon by singin- aseili groupet folk 8ouga, whîici dalightid his biîrairs.

I have loft te tire last te toit of lrhat Ir si te tu% the Innea iuteresîing
factre t tat dligttu entrtanmet. rs. Julia Werd Ilewe spolce Wous,

rand rvhon sie arose te itpeak the whoie audience siuowed tho love and respect iin
îvhich she is held. by rising tee. Mra. hairve is a sivot fticod elCeriy lady,
nud when lier soft voiesl tttored suait kind ivords et ceunsol We the yeung
rand active datera ail arouud lier, and wised thein oeory success in tire %ide
field of usufuiness ojien te proe werkors, thora wàs doop silence in the
roomn. Niai. Howe compared tire wemen writora te tire Sibyl, taking the
ovents w'aialu oeur ovory day aud weaving (roui tiien lu the loof et ilugit
a precieus net, and alto suggested to the Association that on eii'ert ho miade
te sift. and preserve the nuo't valuablo articles frein aur newapeapers aud
nîngazîne.4. That Marly poople do titis for tiîomsolvea is ivcli kîîowu, but
Mtrs. Heîrn's Suggestion if actcd tîpon systeîîîatioally irouhi givo te the
public a unique colloctien et geins. .

Theo ntettalument iras brought Wa a close ut 9 e'eleck by siii-iug"I Auld
Lanug Syno," led by Nit. Es8on, and the members cf the Presi Association
dispersod Wa tioir var i-us office-. ut duties lu contractien ivith thnm.

1 trust thnt CuRITe roaders will bo intereatcd in titis uccessarily short and
contracted acceunt of what mamatin, SI nir us, (littaitueretohvan a day'a
jeurney by tho S. S. HJalifaxe) eu doe, and are doing. The wertk beiug dons
by thies ladie s a niost imîportanît ue, tluey lire foremost lu doiug good, and
tuake ait the unie possible ef tiroir pesitiera ai writors Wa aid those %Viront
miegfortune lias overtaken. Biston can point te thora ivitu pridi nnd Say
they have donn well. TIua CitiTio's reîîrencntativo irishe3 tire Womiîue
Preas Association of Noir Eugiand Wa kueir that tte, kinduea receivod ai
thoir bauda is tlîoroughiy appreciatod, aul thankia thora heairtily for tire
pleasent hiouas apeut wait theiti. C. E.

T11E BLOODY StIîIII.

Al Phruase thiti inay haeacsrn'*fou an Inc ident inî Sco1ti fIsiorg.

A short tine ainco mny attention %%as uttractedl W an iuquiry in the Louis.
ville Coîurier Journal as ta e o engin eft he pepultîr phrase IlThe ]3loody
Shirt.. The auswer given te the qneiy ascribos it te the receut peaiod of
reconstruction. Coutraty te the prevaîling beliet, this pelitical weapon ws
torged sud effectively uaed long betere auy differeuce lied arisen betweeu
certain portions of tire United States, sud before, lu tilct, a union et states
existed.

Tho incident ivhich gave tho expression hirth i8 te soins oxtent leger)-
dary, snd is relatcd by Sir Walhter Scott lu tire protaco te hie naval Il Rob
Roy," and btiefly is fis follows :-Tlie clan MacGregor posessed lands and
flocka îtich excitud the cupidity ot titeir lesa fortunato neighbors, whe, by
force and other mothodle, gradually doepoiled them et their property, sud
drove tileur froni their heumols. Thue clan, titus impoverished, resisted the
encreachmenti upon their rights, aud ln the frequent collisions that occuirred
usod overy teniporary adrantage thoy gained crueliy onougli. *liti conduet,
witich vras parhaps net unnatural under the circumstiunce8, iras atudiously
reproented ah the capital as srising frein an iunato aud utiaiable fera)city,
for whîch the ouly rcuiedy %ites extermuination.

These suggestions resulted in te proscription et the clan by act ef the
privy councit nt Sterling. and permission iras given certain poirerful chioi-
tains to pursue the b][oGregers irittu fire and stvord, aud al! persqns ive
probibitod frein affording thom me it, drink or sîtalter. As migit ho
expected, civiliition progiessod very Bloivly during ibis peried, and the
M'cGregora, feeling ail the sevenity et the lansd nenre et its protection,
became irildor and more la-vless than ever. As tho logaud runs, to ive n et
tho clan MoMio&1Greger, overtaken by uii't asked sliiter irein a depondout
et the Coiquhiouns, and, ou boing réfused, retired ta an outhouse, Seizod a
mreddor trea tho fold, aud supped frugally off the circass, fur wbich thay
offired payment. The laird et Lus:, itaaring et this euforced hospitality,
cau8ed the offenders, te bu approhcndod and sunmmarity exeuted.

Te avengo thîs act tite MacGregors assombledl te tho number ef baverai
hîuudred, sud nuarchedl toward Luss. Sir Hiumphrey Colquihoun raceived
carly notice of tire raid, and assembled an army et superior uinhors te meet
tbemn. di battle teuk, place in tho valloy ef Gienftuin (Gien et Sorrew),
where, oncouraged by tlie prophecy et a Beur, raid aided by a superior peau-
tien and skîlîful geueralship, the àMocGregors mvore victorieus, pursuiug te
enetny furieusly, and mercileasly slaugbteriug ail who wero uneblo taeoscape.

This battik and the fury et ta prescribed clan wore reperted te R(ing
James VI in a niannor most utifavotabloto that unfortunate clan. and, more
strengly te impres lirat, impre8sionibie monarcu, tho i"idows of tho siain We
the number of sevetral jscore, diessed lu imourning, riding ou iniia pal frays,
and each beaming ber liusbaid'à; bloody shirt ullou the peint et a sprear,
appuarcd before tire king at Sterling, and donaauded vengeance upon those,
who had miade their homes dosolitê. By net et privy ceuncil A. D. 1613,
the old acta againiit tho clan iroeo rovived, and ot 'hors et tire greatesi averity
ouacted. Thte bloody abirt badl unquestionally accomplisbed ia purpose.


