6 TYHE CRITIC.

A SPRING SONNET.

Unland and dale from wintor’s clasp unbound,
Havo burst, fullerobed and palpitant with life
To fresh creation —sweact as flute or fifo,
Birdenotes are blending with tho far off sound
Qf Lleating flocks~ All thinge~tho verdured ground,
The budding hedgenwa, soft south gales are rifo
With breath of spiing.  Earth liko a fruitful wife
Liea flushed and smiling with her new blrth crowned.
Tove ! can it bo so many years, and loug, :
Sincowe, with youth and spring, jolued hauds together?
Aud tike all merry things, trilled ont our song, .
And tossed the future, far, as winds a feather?
Al, could we hush somo thoughts that swell and throng,

Our hearts wero blither in this glad May weather, MW,
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OUR REPRESENTATIVE IN BOSTON.
Tue WoMan's Pness MEBTING,

The Parker Houso, Boston, was the scene of s merry gathoring of lady
pewspapor writers and their frionds of both sexes on tho sfternoon of May
21st. The large room in which tho meeting took place was waoll filled,
about two hundred mombers and guesta being prosent. Through the cour-
tesy ono of tho mombers of the Aesociation, Tue CRiTIC's reprosentative
was enabled to epjoy the bospitality of the club, and to wmeet with many
talonted and carnest workers who have wou name and fame in Awmerica.

Tho affair was quito informsl. Thoso ladies wbo cawo from their homes
to the mooting woro attired, some of thor, in dewi torlet, squaro or V shaped
neck with olbow sleoves, and those busy ones, who cawe direct frum work,
wore streot costume, The gontlemen were nearly all in evoning dress.

The meeting opened at 4 o'clock, Miss Cathorine L. Conway in the chair,
supported by Mrs. Sallie Joy White, President of the Association, at her
right,
8 As the subject to bo treated of was music, it was very approprisle that
the st number on tho programmo should bo a song, which was followed
by a paper on* ‘The infl ;ence of wowen in music,” by Mr Elson of the
Conservatory of Music. Mr. Elson said that if ho should attempt to speak
of women as composors, his address would be very short, but that women as
inspirers and intorproters of music bad from the carliost sges of history
been conspicuous, Ho spoke of Sappho as the carliest poet sad musician,
for in those days music and poctry were inseparable. Doborab, Miriam and
other women of sacred history wore also referred to, although he did nos
consider that they could bo strictly called musicians. Coming down to
moro modern times, Mr. Elson told us storics of fumous composors whose
greatest works wore inspired by some fair duwinity, but he also took the
romsnce out of mony stories which have been belisved by many to bo
authentic, although when Jooked into, one must admit thet they have a
highly improbable sound.

The troubadour of France and the minnisinger of Germany wore pointed
to as examplesof the influence of women. The first named colobrated in
detail the charms of the particular fair one, telling of her eyes, hair, lips,
bands and feet etc., but the minnisinger praised in general the virtues of
the fomale character, on a much loftior plane than that which tho troubadour
of Francoe could aspire to. Mero Mr. Elson illustrated the differenco by
rendering several songs, to which ho played his own accompaniments  Mr.
Elson thinks that with the moro carnest attention now being given to music,
for music's sske, aud Dot merely for amusement or profit, by women, and a
determination to learn all that can bo learnt of the divine art, that wo may
yet produco great femalo composers, but of this tho future holds the secret.

Mr. Elson’s address took an hour to doliver, but so interesting was it, with
songe sgreeably ssndwiched in, that no ane couid betieve an hour bad flown.

Aftor two sopgs by a lady, the meotingagain becamo informal and I was
introduced 10 Mr. Elson, who told me ho had never visited Halifux, but that
bo had bad three pupils from there. 1said I hoped for the credii of my
country that they were good specimens, and he replied, * indeed they wore,”
go I felt that {f I could munuge to conceal my own ignorance of musical
matters, my country’s credit wouud ba ail night.

I thon bad tho pleasure of meoting Mrs. Kato Tsmnatt Woods, the
authoress, and writer of ¢ Lotters to Bath ”* in the Ladies’ Ilome Journal,
and also Mies Newtop, a taht young lady from New York, one of the
cfficers of the famous wem.u's ciub, Sorosis.

Such a merry meeting as 1t was, every ouo scemed determined to make it
pleasant for others, especially for the strangoer within their gates. The
meeting was adjourned 0 the corridors and auother parlor, for the number
of members and guests present mado it necessary to divido them at toa time,
which was very neas, and tho Purker house had so many ontertasinments
goi‘pg on that they were abliged to sot tho tables 1 the room wo were in.

The bountitul high tes was done ample justico to, and after the inner
ma n—and woman—wero sati-fied, wo all proceeded to a larger room whero
tho literary entertainwent took place. .

Mis. Sallio Joy White presided in tho happiest manner over this part of
the cntertzinment, waicy was 1 the Inghest degroo imteresting. Poows
wero read by Miss Mary L, Bleke, Miss Wanslow, Mr. Oscar Fay Adams aod
Mr. Hopry O’Mears,  Miss Biake's and Miss Winslow's pcems ware on tho
same theme, but quite different 1n expression, They wero both witty, and
set forth very amusingly what would be done with the men in the swoet by-
and-bye, whan the famrer sex obtain theirrights. Cousidering that ¢ gontlo-
mon's day " does not como very often, and-that they wore in the power of
their bostes-ex, porhiaps 1t Wae scarcely fuir to geize tho uccasion to poke fun
at them. Sume of them looked sathor blank us thiogs struck them hard, but
most of them joined 1n the laugh agaiast themsoives, which was of thomost

good natured tone possible. Tho president made some witty and timely
romarks on tho situstion, snd ssid sho had no idea that the destiny of the
mon was assuming such an alarming state, sho had thought it was taking
caro of itself.

Mr. Adams’ poem was in a minor strain, boing suggested by the grave
of Jane Walsh Carlyle, which ho visited some little time sgo  Mr,
0O'Meara's was also of tho samo kind, only he had chosen the grave of tho
mother of Washington to pour his libation on, It was rather singular that
the ladios aud the geuntlemen had gone in pairs, as it wote, and certainly
without any foro-knowledge of oxch other's s1bjocts  Syveral othor roading:
and recitations wore given, and Mr. Elsou supplomented his kindnoass of tho
afternoon by singing a small group of folk sougs, which delightl his hoirers,

I havo loft to the last to tell of what wis to ma tho mos% intorestiog
foaturo of that delightiul ontertainment. Mrs, Julia Ward Howe spoke to us,
and when sho avosc to epeak tho wholoaudisncoshowed the love aud respact in
which she is hald. by rising too. Mrs. Howois aswaot faced olderly lady,
and whon hor soft voico uttered such kind words of counsol to the young
and active sisters all around her, and wished them overy success in tho wido
field of usvfuluess opou to pross workers, thero was doep silence in tho
room. Mrs. Howo compared the womon writers to the Sibyl, taking tho
ovonts which occur overy day and weaving from them in tho loom of thought
a precious nat, and she suggested to the Association that an offort be made
to sift and proserve the most valuablo articles from our newspapers and
magazines. That many peoplo do this for themselves is well known, but
Mrs. Howe's suggestion if acted upon systematically would give to the
public a unique collection of gems.

The ontertainmont was brought to a close at 9 o'clock by singiug ¢ Auld
Lang Syne,” led by Mr. Elson, and the wembers of the Press Association
disporsed to their various officea ov duties in connection with thom,

I trust that Critic readers will oo intorested in this necessarily short and
contracted account of what womon, 8» neiwr us, (litle more than s day'e
journey by the S. §. Halifax) can do, and are doing. The work being done
by theso ladies is n most important one, they are foremost in doing good, and
make all the use poasiblo of their positions as writers to aid those whom
misfortuno has overtaken. Baston can point to thom with pride and say
they have done well. Tur CRritic's rapresentative wishes the Womin's
Pross Association of Nuw Esgland to know that the kindna2ss received at
their handsis thoroughly appreciated, and thanks them heactily for the
pleasent hours spent with them, C. F.

THY BLOODY SHIRT.
A Phrase thut may have spruny Sfrom an Incident in Scottish Ilfstory.

A short time sinco my attenlion was attracted to an inquiry in the Louis-
ville Courier Journal as to the origin of the popular phrase * Tho Bloody
Shirt.” The answer given to the query aseribes it to the recent period of
reconstruction, Countrary to the provailiog bslief, this political weapon was
forgod and effectively used long before any difference had arisen between
corlaixé portions of the United States, and before, in fact, a union of states
oxisted,

Tho incident which gave the expression birth is lo sowme extent legen-
dary, and is related by Sir Walter Scott in the proface to his novel “ Rob
Roy," snd briefly is as follows :—The clan MacGregor possessed lands and
flocks which excited the cupidity of their less fortunate noighbors, who, by
force and other methods, gradually despoiled them of their property, and
drove them from their homes. The clan, thus impoverished, resisted the
encroachments upon their rights, and in the frequent collisions that oceurred
used overy temporary advantago thoy gained cruelly enough. ‘Fheir conduct,
which was perbaps not unnatural under the circumstances, was studiously
reprosented at the capital as arising from an iunate and uatamable ferocity,
for which the ouly remedy was extermination.

Theso suggestions resulted in the proscription of the clan by act of the
privy council at Sterling, and permission was given cortsin powerful chiof-
tains to pursuo the MacGregors with fire aud sword, and ali persons were
probibited from affording them mest, drink or shelter, As might be
expected, civitizition progressed vory slowly during this poriod, and the
M cGregore, feeling all the soverity of the layw and nooe of its protection,
became wilder and more lawlessthan evor. As tho legond ruuns, two wen of
tho clan McMacGregor, overtaken by night, asked sheltor from a dependont
of the Colquhouus, and, on being refused, retired to an outhouse, seized a
woddor {rom the fold, and sapped frugally off the circass, for which they
offered payment. The laird of Luss, hearing of this onforced hospitality,
caused the offenders 10 bo apprehended and summarily oxecuted.

To avengo this act the MacGregors assombled to tho number of several
Iundred, sud marchod toward Luss. Sir Humphrey Colquhoun received
early notice of the raid, and assembled an army of suporior numbors to meot
thom. A battle tovk plsco in the valloy of Glenfruin (Glen of Sorrow),
whero, encouraged by the prophecy of a seer, and aided by a superior posi-
tion and skillful generalship, the MacGrogors wore victorious, pursuing the
enemy furiously, snd marctlessly slaughtering all who wore unable to escape.

This battle and the fury of the proscribed clan were reported to King
James VI in a manner most unfavorabloto that unfortunate clan, and, more
strongly to impress that impressionable mownarch, the widows of the slain to
tho number of several scoro, diessed in wourning, riding ou white palfreys,
and cach bearing her hushand’s bloody sbirt upon the point of a spmar,
appuared beforo tho king at Sterling, aud demanded veugoance upon these
who had made their homes dasolste. By act of privy couacil A. D. 1613,
the old acts sgainst the clas wero revived, nnd othors of the greatest sevority
onactod. Tho bloody shirt had unquestionaily accomplished its purpose.
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