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said Jack to himself, bridling. up; Éd the boys, although Jack, being thc
bracing up his conscience against the older of the two, with a dsh of pride
godly conversation of bis relations. about him, would not owm it. As the

He'd fx 'eÉa ùor," he said, with a mare stopped -he came to a conclusiu,
slight nod of bis hetd. and Whiped up. "Al right," h-

It wa, notuntillate in the afternoon cried,
that the boy's grist was ready ; when " Ar. yon sura 2" aslrd David,
the old mare was Lrought out of the " This way, I know," aaswered Jack.
shed, the bag hoisted on her back, "I don't Inow," said David; let me
and Jack and David both mounted on jump off and run down to that liglit
her-bag, boys, and mare honeward yonder, and.ask. there must be a cab-
bound. "Yon've got a longer ride in there, and folks." "Oh, we can't
ahead than I wish you had, boys," stop for aIl that," said Jack. "I hon-
said the miller, casting Lis eyes toward estly belieîe this is the travelled road,
a black cloud which was rising and David, and that's enough; can't you
darkening the -western sky. " There trust me 2" "But your honestly
is plenty of water up there for my believing it donlt make it so," mat-
mill.' tered David. "I haven't a doubt of it,

The mare set briskly off, and was Dave ; you be still," cried Jack angri-
soon lost to sight among the windingi ly. " I think we ought to ask, so as to
of the forest road. But the gloom be sure," persisted. David. But Jack
gathered quicker than the horse trot- whipped.up, and poor David's fears
ted, and it was quite dark when they and words went to the winds, as gust
reached the fork ia the road, where it after gust o the coming shower roared,
might make a very considerable dif- through the forest, and Jack urged the
ference which path they took home. horse to all the zpeed which her heavy
One was the travelled road. This way load would allow, on and on through.
there was good bridge over Bounding the dark woods. Jack was well pleas-
Brook, a mountain stream, which was ed with the correctness of Lia hasty
often dangerously swelled by the spring decision about the way ; and the
reins. It was the safest, though the farther he went, the more and more
longest way home. The other was a confirmed was he that it was the right,
wood path through- the pines, often way.
taken in good weather by the farmers Presently the roaring of Bounding
iving on the east side of the town, to Brook arose above the rattliugs of the
shorten the distanèe to the Corner. In woods. A switch over the rara's
this road Bounding Brook was crossed hauncheb, and "we shall be over the
by fording.. bridge in a moment," cried Jack;

"Father told us to be sure and take "then what'll you say ?" David pri-
the travelled road if 'twas late," said vately muttered, l He'd like to fpel
Davia. " Going to," said Jack ; and himself over," when, a few more can-

Lthe mare .stopped at the fork as if to ters, and-Jack, David, meal, and
let the boys be sure whiéh to take, mare were floundering in the raging
lu fact Jack was a little confused. waters of the swollen stream, pitcli
The windings of theroad, with nothing dark, the storm on them, and miles
but w'oods on each side, and, of course, from human help. The first few mo-
no distinct landmarks to govern hLim; ments of horrible suspense it were vci
the gloom of the night hiding what to paint. Jack at last found himself
objects that migbt have served to di. anchored on a log of drift .ood, the

ret i, together with his small ac- icy w aters breaking over him, cnd tho
quaintance with the road, did puzzle bridle still fast in his hand. "David 1"
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