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seid Jack to himself, bridliug. up,and | the boys, slthough Jack, being the
bracing up his conscience against the , older of the two, with a qash of pride
godly conversation of his relations. | about him, would not own it. As the
“ Hﬁ’d fix ‘e now,” he £aid, with a , mara stopped he cama fo a.contl:;lnsiulﬁ,
dlight nod of his hend. end whipped up. ¢ All rvight,” b2
It wa: notuntillate in the afternoon | cried, '
that the boy's grist was ready; when| *“*Ars.yon sura?” aghked David.
ge (fld mare was Lrought out of the “Tk:lis t\?zl,ir{;1 I kno‘.‘.‘,; %uswdere(} Jaok..
od, the bag hoisted on har back, [ don’t know,” said David; let me
end Jack and David both mountad on :jump off and r,un down to thot light
her—bag, boys, and mare homeward , yonder, and ask. there must be a cab-
« Yo’ N 1 LAY ] =
nend o T ek gon bode boye | stop or gl tusk pard Jaon” T b
sa%t} the miller, ezsting Lis eyes toward | %stly believe this is the tra.hvelled road,
k el i ising and id, and that’ ; can't
darkening the wostern siy. - Fhors | trust e 1" Bt yomt Lownly
is plenty of water up there for my  believing it don't make it s0,” mat~
mill,” tgred D&Vidia L lélﬁavan’t ) Jdoibt of it,
The mare set briskly off, and was,K Dave; you he still,” cried Jack angri-
soon lost to sight among the windings  ly. I think we ought to ask, so as to
of the forest road. But the gloom | be sure,” persisted David. ButJack
gathered quicker than the horse trot- | whipped.up, and poor David's fears
ted, and it was quite dark when they | and words went to the winds, as gust
reached the fork in the road, where it | after gust o the coming shower roared
might make a very considerable dif- | through the forest, and Jack urged the
i(‘;)rence W%Jﬁchh‘ pat]}i dtheydfzo’i‘llgl.home. ?orge to uilll tlﬁu speed Whi;h hetﬁxe&vg
ne was the travelled road. This way , load would allow, on and on through
there was good bridge over Bouuding ﬂie dalrlk vi;oods. ’ Jack was well plegs-
Brook, a mountain stream, which was | ed with the corfectness of his hasty
often dangerously swelled by the spring , decision about the way; and the
reing. It was tho safest, though the  farther he went, the more and more
Ionggst way homa.h The other was a | confirmed was he that it was the right.
wood path through - the pines, ofien | way.
taken in good WeZther by the farmers ;| Presently the roaring of Bounding
{.ihving Oril:h th((ehzast side oti:h thg town, ;,o Bm%k &rffe z».l)otv?1 the mtt.liixllgs of the
orten the distance to the Corner. In , woods. switoch over the maro's.
this roa_ﬂ Bounding Brook was crossed ' hqt{nchga, and e shall }ge over the
by‘f%gltﬁegx" told us to be sure and take | P‘rtll(;gxel gha%‘ﬂl?ggzl;;’?"m%iviia;fii
the travelled z:oadif ‘twas late,” said | vately guuttered, ‘“He'd like to feel
the mare stoppidat the otk o 1 1o | torn, sndJacks Dacid, mt oo
let the boys be sure which to take, ! mare were ﬁouu’dering in the 1"aging
g};} fact Jack was 2 little confused. (vlr&tfrsth of the swollen stream, pitch
¢ windings of theroad, with nothing , dark, the storm om them, and miles
but woods on each side, end, of coursé:: from human help. The first fow mo-
1£1}§> distinct l?ng:marks hto i]gaft)c"l‘fnm hiﬁn; inents (;f h%rrible sv.llspenfse itdwete vein
¢ gloom of the night hiding what | to pein ack ob last found himself
objects that might have served to di- | enchored on a log of drift wood, the
reoh bim, togetaer with his small ac- | icy waters brea};ing over him, and the
guaintonce with the road, did puzzle  bridle still fast in hishand. “ Dovidl "




