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Jury 1290

, 30th, May,

C. E. Jonnson, Esqr. WarwIek, P. Q.

90.

Dear sir,—Land plaster bas an entirely different cffect to
that of phosphates, and the only way of testing the needs of
gour soil is to try both ; laod plaster at the rate of one half
lbm'rcl per acre, and the various pbosphatesat the rate of 200

s.

Plaster will have no effect on the improvement of grain
except peas, tares and perkaps corn, but will tell certaialy on
the grass seeds sown, unless the land be wet.

oping this will prove satisfactory, I remain,
Yours traly,
E. A. Barranp.
Seo, Coun. Agr. &e. &o.,

\Sigoed)

T doubt very much if plaster—sulphate of lime will do any
good to other plants than those that bear their secd in pods,
such as clover and tares mentioned by Mr. Bar.ard. It would
be worth while tryicg its effects on alternate ruws of corn;
but I thiok there is no doubt that the most ‘efioicnt chemi-
¢~ manure for that crop would b2 200 Ibs. of plain suerphos-
phate and 150 lbs, of sulphate of ammonia, added to . half
dressing—say, ten tous—of good mixed farmyard dung.

When a purely green growth is desired, as in tho ocase of
corn given to cows while 1n the pastares, the superphosphate
might be left out. ARJF

————

THE SILO AND ENSILAGE.
BY M. L'ABBE CHARTIER,

Contrary to my usual practice, and although I greatly
prefer speaking, I shall be obliged, in order to allow more
time for the other lecturers, simply to read the notes I have
madc on the different proceedings to be adopted by those
who desire to mske silage with as much perfection a8 possitle,
1 suppose that & good deal of explanation will be needed, and
if the president will allow me, I will undertake to reply to all
the qucstions I am able to answer.

To begin with, I ask you to be patient; what I am about’

to read is a ditcursive sort of essay. I was asked to spesk
on the progress ensilage has made ; now, to treat that ques-
tion fully, and to lay before you what has been dons in it and
what is beiog done to-day, would lead me into too long an ad-
dress. The subjeot could not be exhausted in less than an
hour or an hour-and-a-half; but I am restricted to thirty mi.
putes. I am about, theo, to rcad you these disconnected
notes ; they are only some observations I have made,

Four years ago, wo began to make cosilage at the Semi-
nary of St. Hyaciantbe; 1 have attended to the business as
closcly as possible; all the improvements that I thought
ought to be made, I have made; and I think we have sue-
ceeded tolerably well under, pretty nearly, all sorts of cir
cumstances.

I do not by any means assert that we bave arrived at per-
fection. There arc probably in this numerous assembly many
people capable of givisg you information more learned and
probably moro exacl than that I am about to rclate to you,
which is absolutely nothing but the result of my owa ezpe-
Tienoe.

To talk about ensilage, we must understand three points :
1. the caltivation of the plant to be cosiled; 2. the construc-
tion ¢f the silo; and 3. the maoner in which it should be
filled. I will proceed after the manner of this nomenelature,

As to the plant to be cnsiled, T think we ave all agreed

that it should be Xndian corn, or maize. I do not thivk there
is any other crop that we can grow in tho province whioh will
yield as great a bulk as maise will. (1)

Now, how ought maize to be grown. In answer to this
question I will try to say as little as possible, beeause I think
most of you know more about it than I do.

Stil), there are certain conditions cssential to sucoess and
when one does not succeed it isa dead loss : nothing pays bet-
ter than maiz¢ when it is a good orop, aad nothing makes
such poor ensilags whea it fails. How shall we proceed so as
to insure success ? We must have a soil well prepared suffi-
ciently rich, that is as rich as possible. The advantage of
this orop is that you cannot over-manure for it. If thereis..
superfluity the maize will take up an immense quantity and
the remainder will do no harm ; a great many other plants
do not do as well when they have too much manure.

And so, you need not fear enriching your soil too much
where you are going to sow majze. The picce must be well
drained. Maize, when young especially, is very susceptible to
moisture. If the piece has not been well drained, the sced
often perishes in the ground, and even if it come ap, the orop
may take a bad turn and never attaio its proper bulk,

The land must be thoroughly worked, as perfectly pulve-
rised as possible. To sucoeed in the cultivation of corn, every
chance must be given it in its youog state. If the land 1s
badly prepared, if it be full of olods, you delay greatly
the growth of the plant, and you run the risk of haviog many
g-ins that never ‘cowe up, or that having como up, die ; and
thus you will have many a gap in your field.

As corn is sown late, you will do well to give one or two
stirrings to_the land before sowing, so as not to let the soil
harden in the Lun ; drag it with a grubver or harrow it tho-
roughly io order to prevent it from getting baked, which if
it happens to do, it will be very diffioult to get it finc again.

As to the way of sowing corn, I belicve some people sow it
broadeast ; but with us, who make caosilage, I think there 1s
no broadeast work praotised because we do not care to fail in
our undertaking. We therefore sow in rows; until we get
more 1light, 1 think 20 to 24 inches between the rows is
cnough,

One thiog I wish to draw your attention to: up to the
present time, I think we have sown too thick.

From the time we began growing oorn, we have every year
lessened the quantity of seed, and we find the quality improv-
ed, and perhaps, the quality increased a little. At first we
sowed & bushel and a-half to the arpent; now, only three-
quarters of a bushel.

Well, I bave almost made up my mind to sow only half a
bushel next year, I thiok that will be ecoough, and that we
shall get as much, if not more, than with threc-quarters, or
;ig} a bushel, and certeinly more than with a bushel and a-

alf.

As soon as it 38 sown, roll the cora, to firm the land, and
give achance to nvery seed to be pressed by the mould so that
it may begin to root at oace.

Do not wait too long for the first harrowing. If you wish
to get your corn properly worked before tho weeds give you
any trouble, hoe, herrow, grub the land before the weeds ap-
pear. Whea once they show themselves, it is always difficuit
to destroy them. But, if you stir the land before the weeds
are visible, when they have only just germinated, then, you kil
part of the germs, and by that alone you destroy 2 consider-
able proportion of the weeds that would ctherwise grow.

It sometimss happens thac the harrowing cannot bz done
soon enough, aud from the moment that it is done after the

(1) ¥y own impression is that two cuts of clover, Yate and Au-

gust would be worth rrore than the maize.crop. A.RJ P




